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RASH RESOLVE: 


OR T H E 
Untimely Diſcovery. 


A Novet, in Two PARTS. 


By Mrs. ELIZZA Haywoopn. 
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Woman is foft, and of a tender Heart, 

Apt to receive, and to retain Love's Dart : 

Man has a Breaft robuſt, and more ſecure ; 

Ii wounds him not fo deep, nor hits fo ſure. 
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Rasn RES0OLVE: 


OR, THE 


Untimely Diſcovery. 


FART L 1 


* _—_— 


HOUGH nothing is more laudable 
than a_Firmreſs of Reſolution ; yer 
there is no one Thing more apt to 
bring us into Misfortunes, than too 
inconſiderately to form them: Who-. 

ever fixes a Determination to do, 
or leave undone any Action of Importance, ought 
to adviſe with Time, and deliberately weigh not 
only all apparent Obſtacles, but alſo all that may 
poſſibly ariſe either to thwart the preſent Intention, 
or obligate Repentance, if compleated. If the moſt 
lively and penetrating Wit that ever was known, 
a Wiſdom wonderful in Youth, ' a Depth of Learn- 
ing, which ſcarce any of the Fair could boaſt, 
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an elevated Genius, and Sublimity of Thought, & 


wear the Name of Manly, joined with Tenders 


neſe, Sweetneſs of Diſpoſition, and every Grace 
with which the er Species attracts and charms, 


could render the Perſon poſſeſs'd of them happy, 
the lovely Subject of the following Sheets had been 
as remarkable for her good Fortune, as the ill 
Influence of her Stars have made her for the 
contrary, I I 

EMANUELLA, fo ſhe. was call'd, was born 
in Porto- Rico, one of thoſe Iſlands belonging to the 
Spaniſp Weſt- Indies, the Government of which had 

een given to her Father, Don Alvarex. by his 
moſt Catholick Majeſty. She had the Misfortune 
to loſe her Mother very young; but notwithſtand- 
ing that, and the Difadvantage of being educated 
in a Place which could boaſt of but little Pokte- 
neſs, the Care and Tenderneſs of Alvarex, whoſe 


only Child ſhe was, ſufficiently compenſated for 


all other Wants : Perceiving her of an uncommon 
Aptitude for Learning, he ſent for the beſt Maſ- 
ters to inflyut her in the Latin, French, and 


 talian Tongues, in which ſhe became ſo perfect 


in a little Time, as alſo in Muſick, Dancing, Sing- 


ing and Painting, that it was hard to ſay in 


which ſhe moſt exceli'd : All the Muſes} all the 


Virtues 1 all the Graces ! ſeem'd aſſembled in her 


Soul, and inſpir'd her Converſation with fuch dif- 
ferent Ways of charming, that what kind ſoever 
the Heart was moſt affected with, one might be 


| ſure to. fvd it there: As to the Beauties of her 
Perſon, tho* few of the moſt celebrated ones could 


boaſt of more, yet they were ſo far exceeded by 


thoſe of the interior Part, that I ſhall only ſay, the 


Brightneſs of her Mind ſhone in her Eyes, enliven'd 
all her Air, and whether ſhe ſpoke, or look*d, or 


. moy'd, an awe-mix'd Sweetneſs ſpread itſelf a- 
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Soul compoſed of Honour, Courage, Gratitude, 5 ; 
_ Generofity, Fortitude, and all thoſe Virtues which 
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_ The Untimely D1scovery. 5 
wound her, at once ſurpriſing, pleaſing and com- 


manding. 


ADorN'D with all theſe ſhining Qualificati- 
ons, tis eaſy to believe how dear ſhe was to her 
Father ; but alas! it was not many Years after ſhe 
was capable of knowing how happy ſhe was, be- 


qſore ſhe loſt it; the good 4/varez died when ſhe 


was about Fifteen, and it was from that fatal Mo- 
ment ſhe might date the Beginning of that Series 
of continued Woe, which to the End of her Life 
attended her; not but ſhe was left in a Circum- 
ance, which, if Wealth could bribe ill Fate, was 
ſufficient to ſhield her from all the Vexations of 
Life ; but where a Perſon is deſtin'd to Misfortunes, - 
that which to other: would prove a Bleſſing. is to 
them a Curſe; the Riches ſhe was poſſeſs d of, 
ſerv'd but to attract a Number of pretended Friends, 
but in reality only ſo to zhem/elves, and the open, 
noble Frankneſs of her Diſpoſition, to lay her liable 


to their Inſinuations. She was fo entirely. free 


from all Deceit and Artifice herſelf, that till a too 


dear Experience convinced her, it was very difficult 
for her to entertain a Belief there was ſuch Baſeneſs 


in the World. 
Bur to go on gradually with the little Hiſtory 


I am about to make: The Time of Mourning for 


Alvarez was no ſooner expired, than ſhe began 
to have a paſſionate Deſire to leave the Place ſhe 
was in; the Delicacy of her Taſte, join'd to the 
Improvements of her Education, made her uneaſy 
to continue where the could find nothing like her- 
ſelf to converſe with: Beſides, ſhe had many Re- 
lations. at Madrid, and did not doubt but in ſo po- 
pulous a City, ſhe ſhould meet with Entertainments. 
ſuitable to her Genius. But how great was her 


Vexation, when having prepar'd every Thing for 


her Departure, ſhe met with an Obſtacle entirely 
unforeſeen? Don Pedro, who by her Father's 
Will, and her own Conſent, was made her Guar- 


A 4 dian, 


8 The Rasn RESOLVE: Or, 
dian, having the vaſt Fortune left her in his Pof- 
ſeflion, could not think of parting with it fo eaſi- 
ly ; he had a Son, whom ever fince the Death of 
Alvarez, he had been caſting about how to ingra- 
tiate to the Affections of this young Heireſs: He 
had indeed never hinted any ſach Matter to her as 
yet; nor had the intended Lover made the leaſt 
Declaration of a Paſſion, but it was only becaufe 
the one thought it early enough, and that there be- 
ing none of a ſuperior Fortune in the Place, there 
was little Danger of the Offer being refuſed when- 
ever it ſhould be made; and the Silence of the 
other proceeded from a juſt Senfibility of his own 
Demerits, and a true RefpeR for the engagin 
 Fmanuellz; For he had ſo little to — A. 
him in his Perſon, that had his Soul been poſſeſs' d 
of no greater Beauties, he would have been but 
little regarded by all that knew him. His Stature 
was very diminutive, his Limbs unhappily fram'd, 
| his Face caſt in a Mould fo rough, whoever look'd 
1 on it, would have believ'd that Nature was abſent 
1 at his For tion, and left the Work to Chance ; 


his very Voce was diſs greeahle, and his heſitatin 
| Trans diſgrac'd the Me ende around - 7 
| expreſs. © But in this unlovely Bude, there was 
ſl a Jewel lock'd, whoſe Worth made full Amends 
| ſor all his other Wants: He had excellent Senſe, 
Honour, Good- Nature Beneroſity, and a thou- 
| — ſand other Virtues, better Yeſcribed by his own 
3 Actions, than by the Pen of any Writer; bat had | 
he been poſſeſs'd of more good Qualities than ever 
Man pretended to, it could not be expected, that 
with theſe interior Charms alone, a Lady fo 
young and beautiful, as'Exanze//a, could be influ- 
enced. She was indeed too good a Judge of Wit 
| herſelf, not to admire it in another; ſhe acknow- 
ledged Don Marcos, (for that was his Name) 
and would often, notwithſtanding the Misfortune 
of his ill Manner of Delivery, take Pleaſure in 
4 4 2 f 
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hearing his Notions of Things. She-approv'd of his 
X Conveſartion, and had a very great Friendſhip for 
him, till the Knowledge of his, or rather his Fa- 
ther's Deſigns, reverſed thoſe favourable Thoughts, 


audi turn'd her all into Diſdain. 


BEING reſolv'd to leave the Iſland with the 
firſt Ship, ſhe- ſent for Don Pedro, to adviſe 
with him on the ordering her Affairs; ſhe could 
not think it ſafe or practicable to take her whole 
Effects with her, and therefore thought it proper 
do ſettle a Correſponence how they might be ſent 
= after her, and in what Hands truſted. Pedro, 
who before had heard of her Deſign, thought it 
now high Time to diſcover the Secret he ſo long 
had kept; and making her a low. Bow : It is eaſy, 
Madam, ſaid he, for us to contrive Means to ſend 
your Fortune either to Madrid, or any other Place 
you ſhill command: But it will not be fo eaſy to 
bring us to conſent to the parting with yourſelf, — 
You here receiv'd your Being; — here your Educa- 
tion; — are a Native, — a Property of this Place; 
and when you attempt to deprive us of hat Right 
we claim of your;Pref#nce, the whole-Hand would 
riſe in Arms; r to wonder if in ſo 
juſt a Cauſe I Hd appear their Head, and force 
your Stay, if ſoft Perſuaſion fails. The old Gen- 
tleman was ſo little accuſtomed to Gallantry, that 
Emanuella could not help laughing at theſe Words, 
which ſhe had not the" leaſt Thought were ſpoke 
with any other Deſign; and perceiving he had done, 
Well, well, Don Pedro ! returr'd fe, I do not 
doubt but in ſuch a Cauſe as this I ſhould be able 
to make my Party good againſt the Iſlanders, even 
tho' you ſhould appear their Head, as you threaten ; 
but to ſhew you that I am not for War, if Peace 
may be maintaih'd on honourable Terms, pray 
what have you to offer me here in lieu of thoſe. - 
Advantages I may expect elſewhere ? That (- 
20d the other haflily) which if duly weigh'd, is of 
= "FS | note 
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more Eſtimation than the whole World beſide; — 
a Lowe accompanied by Sincerity, Conſtancy and 


Truth, — a Paſſion pure as the Zeal which warms 


the Martyr's Breaſt, and everlaſting as his Reward. 


All this was ſo far from giving her any Notion of 4 
his Intention, that ſhe had no other Surpriſe than 


to find him in a Diſpoſition ſo different from his 
former Gravity; and believing he aſſum'd this Air 
of Raillery only to divert her, would not baulk 
his good Humour, but return'd an Anſwer ſuch as 
ſhe thought ſuitable to the Occaſion : If you were 


in a Condition (ſaid ſhe merrity) I ſhould be half 


in hope it was of your Heart I had made ſo great 
a Conqueſt ; but as you are not yet, nor like to 
be a Widower, I muſt entreat you te inform me 
who it is has felt the Effects of a Power I never 
had any Reaſon to have an Opinion of till -now. 
Alas ! Madam (reſumed the Don) it would ill be- 
come the Autumn of my Age to attempt to pleaſe 


the delightful Bloom of yours. — No, no, I would 


not thus affront your Beauty. But I have a 
Son, whoſe Years will not»diſgrace, the Paſſion he 
profeſſes, nor will his Suit, I hope, be un- 
worthy your Regard. Theſe Words were like a 


Clap of Thunder to Emanuella's Ears; the Man- 


ner in which they were ſpoke, joined to a thou- 


ſand little Paſſiges, which when they happened, 


were unheeded, but now all at once occur'd to 
her Remembrance, ' made her indeed believe he 


meant what he ſaid: But not yet fully aſſured, 


And are yon in earneſt ? c' foe, (with a Voice 


"which teſtified both-her Amazement and 2 
im 


tion.) But he, whoſe Pride would not permit 


| to be eaſily quell'd, was fo far from excuſing the 


Preſamption of his Applic?tion, that he rather 
reſented the little Deference ſhe paid him. I know 
not, 3 he, for what Reaſon you ſhould make 
a Doubt of it; there is not ſo great a Diſparity 
either in Birth or Fortune, to oblige you to-think 

| 3 it 
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it ſtrange I ſhould offer at an Alliance. ö 
You will leave me to Judge of that (arſwer'd 
foe, growing ſtill more difturb'd) but I defire not a 
Repetition of Genealogies, or a Calculation how 
many Thouſands either of us are poſſeſs'd of; tis 
ſufficient I am not ignorant what is in your Hands 
of mine, which I ſhall call for in, as ſoon as 1 
have conſider'd of a Perſon proper to be intruſted 
in ſuch an Aﬀair. She ſpoke no more at that 
Time, but continued walking up and down the 
Room, by her outward Diſorders, making viſible 
the inward Agitations of her Soul: Don Pedro, who 
had as much Cunning as Pride, obſerv'd every Mo- 
tion, and believing he had gong too far, endeavour'd 
to mitigate the Boldneſs of his firſt Expreſſions, by 
pleading his Concern for the Welfare of an only 
Son, who. could not live without her. But all he 
could ſay to this Purpoſe, was ineffectual to abate 
the Indignation ſhe = conceiv'd at ſo diſpropor- 
tionable a Propoſal, and the more he endeavour'd 
at it, the more ſhe grew incenſed ; till at laſt weary 
of his Importunities, ſhe deſir d him to leave her 
Houſe, and to prepare to make up his Accompts 
with her by the next Day; ſtill aſſuring him, ſhe 
was determin'd to take Shipping by the firſt Op- 
portunity. The Chagrin this ccident gave her, 
was very great ; ſhe was diſappointed in the Hope 
of maintaining a friendly Correſpondence with a 
Man. who had the Power of being very ſerviceable 
to her in thoſe Affairs which ſhe was unexperienced 
in, and which her Soul, delighting in ſublimer 
Contemplations, was unwilling to 5. amus'd in. 
Young, as ſhe was, ſhe had a very good Gueſs at 
the Language of the Eyes, and eaſily found by 
his, that. ſhe muſt expect no Obligations from him, 
| unleſs ſhe could conſent to come into his Meaſures, 
than which nothing could be more averſe to her 
Lnclinations, and conſequently. to her Degus; ſor 
the was not of a Diſpoſition to reſolve on the one, 
| e : | | Without 
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12 The Rasn RESOLVE: Or, 
without having firſt conſulted the other: But tho 
ſhe foreſaw many little Vexations would attend this 
Quarrel with her Guardian, yet ſhe was far from 
having any Suſpicion, he had Baſeneſs enough in 
his Nature to act in the Manner he was already form- 
ing, and ſhe ſoon after experience. 
Tuts ſordid-temperd Wretch always look'd 
en ever Thing as his own that once he had the 
Poſſeſſion of; and to think of parting with ſo 
much Money as the miſtaken good Opinion of 
Alvarez had entruſted him with, was ſuch a Dag- 

er to his Heart, that he had reſoly'd rather to 
| have Recourſe to any Meaſures, than to endure it: 

He- therefore contrived a Scheme, which by the 
Vileneſs, as well as Cunning of it, one would 
think could only be ſuggeſted by the Devil him- 
ſelf ; he pretended that the late Governor, to main- 
tain himſelf in a Grandeur far beyond what either 
his Poſt or Paternal Eſtate would allow, had at 
ſeveral Times borrow'd vaſt Sums of Money of 
him, ſome of which had been repaid, and for the 


Security of the remaining Part, had made over hie 


13 Plate, Houſhold - Goods, and all other 
veables to him, and ſent Officers to ſeize im- 
mediately on every Thing. It was to no Purpoſe 
that Enanuella, furpris'd as ſhe was, had Pre- 
ſence of Mind to argue on this Score more like a 
Perſon whom many Years Experience had made 
perfect in the Law, than a young Virgin, who tilt 
this Hour ne*er knew what it was to hear a Word 
which had the Sound of Bufinefs. — But in 
vain it was, that ſhe repreſented the Illegality of 
the Action, that ſhe might juſtly ſue them for a 
| Robbery, there being nothing really due to Don 

| Pedro, or if there had, he could not juſtify tlie 
- ſeizing on her Goods without a long Proceſs, and 
a Warrant proper for that End. They told her 
their Bufineſs was not to examine into the Merits of 


the Cauſe, Don Pedro muſt look to that; they had 


1 


nnn doe 
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WW an. Order for what they did, and if ſhe thought 


herſelf injur'd, ſhe muſt make Appeal elſewhere. 


' Theſe Sort of Replies were all her fine Reaſoning 


could draw from them, and ſhe would not make 
uſe of Reproaches to them, who ſhe knew did but 
as their Function required, but reſerv'd them all 
for the baſe Pedro. She ſeveral Times ſent to 
his Houſe, and other Places in Search of him, but 
he was no where to be found, and ſhe was obliged, 
without even the Satisfaction of Complaint, to ſee 
her rich Furniture torn down by the Hands of theſe 
robuſt Fellows, her Wardrobe ranſacked, her Cof- 
fers borne away to the Houſe of Pedro, while her 


ſelf was left without ſo much as a Bed to lie on, 


or a ſecond Suit of Cloaths to change for thoſe ſhe 
had on. She was not without Conſideration 


by what Means ſhe ſhould ſeek Redreſs for ſo in- 


human and unexampled a Wrong; but alas! the 
artful Villain had watch'd his Opportunity, the Per- 


ſons appointed by her Father's Will, Trufees, were 


neither of them at that Time on the Iſland, and 


the new Governor not being yet arrived, there 


was no body in whoſe Power it was to examine 
into this Aﬀair; and againſt there was, he had 
provided, if the worſt ſhould happen, ſome to 
make Oath, of Debts contrated by Alvarez; 
and an Inventory of that Part of his Perſonal 
Eſtate which he had ſeiz'd (and might eaſily do, 


having them in his Poſſeſſion) to prove that they 
were alſo aſſigned to him: Nor was this the Ex- 


tent of his monſtrous Stratagem; as ſhe was left 


in a deſolate and naked Houſe, with only three or 
four of her weeping Servants, not yet determined. 


where or to whom ſhe ſhould fly for Shelter, the 
fame Officers again broke in, and feiz'd her Per- 
fon, by the ſame Orders as they had done her Ef- 


ſes : This laſt Stroke was infinitely more ſevere 
to her than all the reſt had been; at Liberty, ſhe 


was not without Hope of ſome Redrefs ; but to be 


Con- 


be, 


— 
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14 The Ras RESOLVE: Or, F 
Confin'd, and in the Power of ſo. inhuman a Vil- 


lain, gave her Apprehenſiens, which not all her 
Stock of Courage could enable her to ſuſtain: She 
fainted: ſeveral times beſore they carried her away; 


the Fellows, who at this Sight, hardened as they 


were, . to feel Compaſſion, endeavour'd to 

ive her ſome Conſolation, by telling her their 
Orders were not to carry her to Priſon, but to 
the Houſe of Don Pedro, who *twas poſſible 
would come to Terms of Accommodation with 
her; but this was ſo far from working the Effect 
they aim'd at, that it gave an Addition to her Per- 
plexities; Oh! (aid ſbe] bear me to Priſon, to 
Death, to any Thing, rather than place me under 
the Roof of that conſummate Villain ! that Fiend, 
more-black than Hell it ſelf can furniſh ! he has no 
Offers to make me, but ſuch as, wretched as I am, 
I'd ſooner die than accept, — She vented her Paſ- 
ſion in many ſuch like Expreſſions, but neither the 


- Ready. Calmneſs which had appeared in her Coun- 


tenance, during the whole Time of their removing 


her Goods, nor. the 2 this laſt Surpriſe had 


thrown her in, were of any Force to give a Turn 
to her Condition; ſhe was in the Hands of Perſons 
who are not much accuſtomed to Remorſe, or if 


by Chance, ſometimes a little touch'd with it, 


know how to give a Check to Sentiments ſo contra- 

5 to their Profeſſion; ſhe was obliged. ta go with 
— to the Houſe of Don Pedro, where their Com- 
miſſion being ended, ſhe was left in the Care of 


ſome of his Servants; for neither he, nor his Son, 


were in the Way, or at leaſt would not appear till 
the firſt Emotions of her Paſſion were a little aba- 
ted. But there is a vaſt Difference between thoſe 


People who are incens'd at every little Accident 


that happens to thwart: their Inclinations, and thoſe 
whoſe Paſſions are not to be raiſed but on : ſome 
extraordinary: Occaſion ;; the firſt, as they are im- 


mediately angry, ſo they are immediately recon- 


ciled; 


* - 
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ciled ; but the others, when once provok'd, are for 


A long time, if ever they are prevail'd on, in the 


ſame Humour. Of this laſt Sort was Emanuella ; 


there was ſcarce a Probability, that, had Don 


Pedra recanted, and preſently reftored her to her 
Liberty, with the Treaſures he had ſo unjuſtly 
ſeiz d, that ſhe would ever have been Wi 
to forgive the Affront he had put upon her: Nor, 
ee can I ſee why ſhe ſhould ; for tho' the 
World is apt to give to ſuch a Diſpoſition, the Epi- 
thets of Malicious and Rewengefut, yet as there is 
certainly a Juſtice due to ourſelves as well as to 
others, in my Opinion, to renew a Friendſhip with 
a Perſon whoſe Unworthineſs or Baſeneſs has once 
forfeited it, is to put it in his Power a ſecond Time 
to deceive us, and no other than joining in our 


own Deſtruction. Don Pedro, however, did not 


make the Trial, - but perſiſting in the Outrage 
he had begun, pre 1 a Room for her, little 
different from thoſe in a common Goal ; the 
Windows of it were grated, and the Door always 
kept cloſe lock'd, except when any Perſon came 
in to bring her Meat : Nor was her Attendance 
more reſpectful, he denied her to be waited on 
by one of her own Sex ; fearing, as ſhe was af- 
terwards inform'd, her Tears and eloquent Man- 
ner of expreſſing her Misfortunes might influence 
them to pity her Condition, ſo far as to attempt 
her Relief. — She had the Privilege of- in- 
dulging her Melancholy undiſturbed for two. Days, 
at the End of which, Don Pedro, imagining the 


Violence of her Fury pretty well exhauſted, went 


to make her a Viſit. But to what a Height does 
the Sight of the Offender tranſport the huſh'd 
Diſorders? Emanuella, whoſe Philoſophy had ena- 


| bled her to bear the Treatment ſhe had met, with 


much more Moderation than the generality of the 
World could have done, and depended entirely on 
Heaven for the Redreſs of her Injuries, now loft 


6606 FT 
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| | all Patience ; ſhe 1 him in Terms, which . 
of If not ſevere enou for the Baſeneſs he had been 
i guilty of, yet in ſuch bitter ones, that ſhe herſelf | 
„ - thought afterwards were unbecoming the Mildneſe 
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ok her Sex; and, indeed, ſhe had ſo great an Aver- 
111 | fion for Railing, that ſhe has been often heard to 
[|  fay, no'Uſage could excuſe jt : And *tis certain, 
i | | the Edge of her Invectives had been much leſs keen, 
| if Don Pedro, to his other Crime, had not in this 


= DD 
— rg. 


* Viſit offer'd an additional Indignity, which to the 
. Delicacy of her Soul, was leſs pardonable than 
ad | his former ones. His earthy and. groveling Difpo- 

| Ffition, rendering him incapable of judging of the 

Elegance of hers, made him affront her, when he 
meant quite otherwiſe: Among ſome other faint 
Excuſes for what he had done, he told her, that he 
had no other Way to force her to marry his Son, — 
but as ſoon as ever ſhe conſented to that, ſhe 
' ſhould not only be put in Poſſeſſion of all, the Care 
of Alvarez had heaped up for her, but alſo of Trea- 
ſures, which in no other Match ſhe could expect. 
Not the poor Cottage Maid, who on the Mountain 
Tops, expoſed to Winter's Colds, - and Summer's 
| Heats, watches her little Flock, nor knows what 
Grandeur means, had leſs of Pride than Emanu- 
Wh ella: Yet here, the new, and'ne'er till now ex- 
||| $2 zerienced Gueſt, uſurp'd the whole Dominion o'er 
1 Fer Soul, and fir'd each Faculty with generous 
Scorn.—Wretch (cry'd fe} who ignorant of Merit, 
and far incapable of Judgin by what the noble 
Mind is ſway d, thou thinkeſt all Di 33 | 
thy own, and conſcious of thy'own Depravity 'of 
Nature, -haſt dar'd to hope thou haſt the Means to 
force, or bribe me to thy Purpoſe ; —— but know, 
preſuming Fool, I view thy executed Spite, and 
ffer'd Love with equal Eyes, and think them 
th below my Anger, and fit Subjects only for 
Diſdain. She ſpoke much more to the ſame Par- 
poſe,” but Don Pedro knowing how entirely wart 
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RTE had her in his Power, was not at all mov d at it, 
and doubted not but in a little Fine, when ihe found 
chere was no other Poſſibilſty of -regaining her Li- 
berty, ſhe would recede from her: preſent Haughti- 
neſs of Diſpoſition : He did not fail to let her 
know what his Thoughts were on this Occaſion, 
and expreſſed them in a Faſhion fo inſulting, that 
| it encreaſed her Rage; till finding all ſhe could 
RX fay ineffectual, to bring him to any juſt Senſe of the 
X Villainy he was guilty of, or to make him ſee how im- 
XX probable it was ſhe ſhould ever be brought to yield 
do what he deſired by ſuch Methods, ſhe at length 
deſiſted, and reſolved to ſpeak to him no more. 
is probable the old Don was a little nettled at 
her Behaviour, but he made no Shew of it; and 
only telling her, if ſhe would not be perſuaded to 
become his Daughter, he ſhould take Care to be ſo 
far a Father to EO as to ſecure her Perſon and 
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Fortune from being laviſh'd away on a worſe Choice, 

took his Leave. If a Condition, ſach as hers, 
could admit of any Happineſs, it was at ſeeing him 
W depart, — the Sight of him was juſtly deteſtable 
to her, and the more fo, becauſe being an utter 
Enemy to Paſſion, ſhe was almoſt as ready to con- 
demn herſelf ſor the Extravagancies it made her 
= guilty of, as he who had occaſion'd it: Nothing 
| could be more exemplary than her Manner of ſup- 
2 this Confinement, the Excellence of her 
rinciples made her think it a Crime to revib even 
her greateſt Enemies, and the Greatneſs of her Spi- 
nit, from any mean Complainings of her ill Fortune :. 
The Servant who was appointed to attend her, pro- 
teſted he never ſaw her weep, nor utter the ſeaſt 
irregular Word; not that ſhe was inſenſible of her 
WE Misfortunes ;- not the moſt. repining Mortal, per- 
hape, ever felt any thing ſo nearly: Being cut off,. 
irn all probability for ever, from all the Pleaſures 
her Youth and Inclinations rendered her ſuſceptible 
ef. To be robb'd of all that Grandeur ſhe was bred 
| | | i ta, 


| if * 
. | 4 
| | | 18 The Rasn RESOLVE: Or, 
1 0, — to be denied, the Converſation of her Friends, Wi 
| 5 — ſhut up from alf Society, and in the Power 
1 ; of a Man, "whoſe Actiéns teſtified him to be the 
1 reateſt of Villfins";'6fie'who doubtleſs would never 
| { et her appeaf ith World again, for fear of be- 
| 188 ing call'd to àn Account for what he had done. ;— | 
ll - one who, *twas poſſible, if ſhe yielded not to his 
| ft Propoſal, might, to ſecure her Fortune, at laſt con- 
nl trive her Death: — Theſe were terrible Reflections 
\\ 138 for ſo young a Creature, yet I queſtion,. by the Ac- 
5 count I have of her, if the moſt tenacious of 'our 
uh! | Philoſophers would have bore them with that Re- 

7 ſignation ſhe did. | "STE" 209041000 
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ABourT a Month was ſt in this  Confine- 1 
ment, during which Time fhe had ſeen no human | 
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178 Face but the Servant, and Don Pedro once; for | 
| i . neither his Wife, nor Don Marco ever had pre- | 
Wi - fumecd to come into her Preſence, which, tho' ſhe 


was very glad of, ſnie oould not help wondering at, 
| ; not doubting, at her firſt coming there, but ſhe 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


[| ſhould be continually perſecuted with the Declara- 
„ tions of him, whom her ill Fortune had made her 
| 11 Lover: But ſhe g+ve herſelf not much Trouble 
' {= what ſhould be the Meaning of it, amuſing her- 
| I ſelf, as well as ſhe could, with Adventures ſhe had 


E formerly read of; for her cruel Jaylor now denied 
| Ber the Satisfaction of Books. As ſhe was ſitting: | 

one Morning pretty early in her uſual Meditations, 
1 ſhe'perceived a ity gr. cloſe to the Door ; ſhe 
| ſtarted up, and going to take it, perceived by Part 

I of it being ſtill under the Door, that it had been 
_ ; thruſt in by ſome body after it was ſnut: It was 

| 

| 

i 

| 


impoſſible but the moſt incurious in ſuch a Cireum- 
ſtance would have been defirous of ſeeing what it 


Wil! contained; and haſtily opening it, te found it wa 
4 | directed to herſelf, and contained theſe Line: 
— 644 8 y 7M 0 6 5 os hs Fo ko 4.9 22 . 4 Tz 5 


To 
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2 To Donna EMANUELLA. 
1 3 r Heartily lament the unjuſt Calamity you” ſuffer : 
Ac. I But Pity being a poor Conſolatian, have forbore 
our 10 give you any Inſtance of it, till I had the Power 
Re. ff teftifying it by ſomething more than Words. =o If 


2 1 | you have Courage enough to truſt yourſelf with 4 


ne X Per/on you know not, you will find more Honour than 
dan ii thoſe you have confided. . have provided Means 


sr your Eſcape i think fit to accept it; which 
_ 45 — * ** Ar this Night when all the Fa- 
= mily are in Bed. J. know you are denied the Uſe of 
Pen and 11k ; but if you can contrive to let a String 
= down from your Window, I will be underneath and 
Faſten one to it, which ſhall eaſily go in beteveen the 
Crate, and by that Means I may alſo receive your 
_—_ frfwer, which I will wait the writing of. — Depend 
= hat 1 hawe no other View in attempting to ſerve you, 
ban what is conſiſtent with the ftrifteft Honour, whoſe 
1 791 J profeſs myſelf, and the injured  Emanus 
ella's _ | 


ed | 
4 4 Unknown Servant. 

2 5 | | 
- P. 8. Three di inc Whiſtles, about two Minutes 


1 tach time, Hall be the Signal for you to let down 


7 . 


Tu Surpriſe Emanuel/a was in at reading 
= this, cannot be well expreſs'd ; ſhe was ſenfible f 
there were a great many in the Iſland, who would 
make this Offer, if by any Means they could have 
= known the Need ſhe had of their Service: But: 
We then the [mprobability there was that Don Pedro. 
W ſhould let the Truth of this Affair reach the Ear of. 

any. 


Il 20 The Rasn Revolve: Or, > 
| any one, and much more that they ſhould have an 
M. Opportunity of coming into his Houſe, and con- 

II. veying this Letter under the Door of her Chamber, 
Mi | quite ſtagger'd her Conjecture: She could not 
ſi f help, however, believing that it was beſt for her 
| 1 = to accept it, fince no Condition could be worſe 
„ than what ſhe was in at preſent ; and if the Perſon, 


1! 1 Who pretended to ſo much Honour, ſhould have a 
NW! Principles never ſo different from it,” ſhe thought it 
VvVvVould be in her Power to make a much better De- 
. fence at Liberty, and in an open Street, than ſhe 

1% could do in this Confinement, in cafe Don Marco a 


(which ſhe was in daily Apprehenſions of) ſhould i 
. ever make any Attempts on her Honour. Reſolv'd i 
= therefore,- to ſend an Anſwer of Conſent, ſhe felt 
1 2 greater Impatience for the Approach of Night 
| xi than yet ſhe had ever known for any Event: At 
| DES laſt it came, and between the Hours of Twelve ard 
| | | | One, ſhe heard the wiſh'd-for Signal: She had ticd % 
. ber Girdle and Garters together, to make a long 
| 17 75 254 
| 


x Saas 


g : * * 3g +. 4 of N 2 N 0 | : 2 pf 
e OT „ 05 aug 


n 
. 
LE 3 CP og 


þ — 
f. | oY 
rn PSB. 3 
n KG 2 
1. . 
1 * 
r 
F 


'S 


* String ready, which on the third Whiſtle ſhe im- 
mediately let down, and with it drew up a little 
Standiſh with a Sheet of Paper roll'd up in it, ſo 
ceareſul was the Perſon that no Material ſhould be 
| _ wanting; ſhe did not delay the Uſe it was convey'd 
[1 or, but fill'd it in a Moment with theſe Lines. 
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To the Generous Offerer of Life, Li- 
berty, and Deliverance from a thou- 
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eee eee 
1 than you ſeem, lefl I ſhould, by a needleſs Fear, ren- 
der myſelf incapable of accepting what you fo kindly 
offer, and juſtly merit what future Mig me 
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IF hich contain'd theſe Lines: 
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I gladly embrace your Propoſition, 
bnd am ready to do any thing 10 pet free. —— 1 «vt 
n had acquainted me "with what Methods I fhould 
Bake, /or 1 can. ſcarce believe there is a Poſfebility for. 


; We to eſcape: If there be, I beg the Knowledge may 
„ be deferr d. A you have been tos generous 
r me knw what Reward you exper? for ſo merito- 


ious an Action; I will not pretend to offer any, fince 


The (beyond Expreſſion) obliged 


EMANUELLA, 


8 
. 


F poſſible) have ſeen him, but the Grate was too nar- 
o for her to put her Head through: In a very 


ittle time ſhe heard the Whiſtle, and pulling up 
he Ribband, found there was a Letter fix'd to it, 


* 
9 


n only in the Power of Heaven to make a Retributi- 
br: /uitable to ſuch exalted Virtue 3 and as that, T am 

Villing to hope, is your only Aim, fo that it may be 
nediately beſtow'd in all the cboiceſt Bl: 77 of 
bat eternal Store-Houſe, ſhall be the inceſſant 


. * 
* 
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W ieee 
I To Donna E N A uE 1 "i 


HE Place I am in not being fo private as 1 | 
cold wiſb, to particulatixe the Account you de- 
fire, I entreat you will be ſatisfied with knowing 
there is a Way found out to convey the Key: of your +) 25 
Priſon by the ſame Means you receive this 3 — when 
it comes to your Hands, it will be alſo accompanied 
ewith a little Ladder made of Silk Cords, and you have | 
10 more to do than to unlock your Door, and go into a || 
# ©. ©. +0 » . . ; 
Room adjoining to it, which you will find open, and a | 
Window that hoks into a Field, whence you m eafily 
deſcend, and at the. Bottom find him who «will be ready 
to conduit you where you pleaſe, and always glad of BK 


* 


an Opportunity to prove how very much he is 


Your moſt humble Servant. 


Pi. S. I believe you will have the Ladder and Key 
to-morrow Night, therefore do not neplect to watch 
the Signal. 


Ir Emannella was before confounded in her | : 
Conjectures, who it ſhould be that appeared ſo 
aſſiduous to deliver her, ſhe was now much more 


was to be befriended : But all the Gueſſes ſhe could 
make, ſeeming improbable, -ſhe contented herſelf 8 
to wait the Certainty, and the Probability that the = 
worſt Part of her Misfortune, her Confinentent, 
was near an End, gave her Hopes that.ſhe ſhould ne 
alſo find Juſtice to remedy the others alſo ; and 

ſhe paſt the remainder of that Night and the enſu- Bl 
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Wm. 3 


r ſomeching later, ſhe heard the Sound ſhe was 
ot a little impatient for; and letting down, 
he String, found it came up with a Weight which 
old her before ſhe ſaw it, what ſhe expected had 
not fail'd her: She receiv'd both the Ladder and 
Key, to which was: fix'd a little Piece of Paper in 
which was writ theſe Words 


XX THIS Mamenit is the Criſi of your Fate; be 
careful not to boſe it——unlock your Door as ſoftly as you 
7 an, and go into a Chamber on the left Hand, there 

* is a Balcony to which you may fix your Ladder; 
= do not miſtake the Room, nor take any Light with 
there are Horſes to carry you where you ſhall 


= command. TO FR 
BE . i ; 


Ir was not without ſome little Apprehenſions 
this diſtreſſed Lady was about-to put herſelf in 
the Power of a Perſon unknown, at ſuch an Hour, 
and one who ſhe found had Conveniency to car- 
WE ry her where he pleaſed, tho' he made her the 
= Compliment of. leaving it to her own Choice; 
| but the Exigence of her Affairs, the cruel Re- 
Ws firaint ſhe! was under, and the Probability of 
greater Evils, ' preſently baniſh'd them, and ſhe 
= unlock'd the Door, and in every thing obeyed 
Directions. The Balcony was ſo low, that ſhe 
might almoſt have jumped from it to the Ground; 
but the Gentlemen who had taken ſo much pains 
to ſerve her, ordered every thing as commodious 
sas poſſible. She found three Men on Horſeback, 
one of which alighting, lifted her up behind ano- 
ther, and as ſoon as he was remounted himſelf 
deſired her to ſay where they ſhould conduct 
ber. —— The Teirer ſhe: had been in for fear of 

Diſcovery while ſhe was in the Houſe, the Con- 
fuſton 


x 


24 The Ran RxsOLVI: Or, | 
| fufion to think ſhe was in the Hands of Stran- 
gere, and the Uncertainty. to which of her Ac- 

quaintance coming in that Hour, and Manner, + 
and the' reſt” of her Hiſtory, would be the leaſt 
liable to Cenſure, made her unable to reply; 
| which one of them — faid to the others, 
The Lady may by her late Diſorders be perhaps, | 
at preſent, incapable of determining on any thing ; 
"tis therefore beſt to ride ſome diſtanee from hence, 
no matter which Way, to prevent Diſcovery, til 
the Power of Conſideration is a little-return'd ta. 
her. Emanuella, — to be farther from Don 
Pedro, aſſented, and they all went five or ſix 
Miles without ſtopping or ſpeaking to each other; 
| a little Houſe in which there was a Light ſeemed 78 
: to invite them to bait at it, and it being propo- 
ſed, ſhe having put herſelf ſo far into their 

Power, thought it would diſcover a ridiculous Diſ- 

truſt to ſcruple bearing them Company into it: 

and beſide, he hoped her Curioſity would be ſa- 
tisſied, by diſcovering to whom it was ſhe was in- 
debted for her Delivery, ſor they were all muf- 
fled in their Cloaks, that it was impoſſible for 
| her to know whether ſhe had ever ſeen them be- 
fore or not; ſhe had aſk'd the Perſon ſhe rode 
behind, but he excuſed himſelf by telling her, 
that he but obey'd his Principal in what he had 
any Thin This Secrecy a little alarm'd her, but 
me was infinitely more ſo when being come into 
the Houſe, one of the Perſons who ſhe obfery'd 8 
had never ſpoke one Word during the whole Time 
of their little Journey, came into the Room, and 
making a Sign to the others to withdraw, threw 
off his Cloak, and diſcovered himſelf to be Don 
Marco. Aſtoniſnment, and Rage, and Fear at 
once poſſeſs d her ſſie could not imagine for 
What Reaſon he had acted in this manner, unleſs 8 
it Was eontrivd ſo that in flying the Cruel 1 — 8: 


- 
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the Father, ſhe ſhould run into the Danger of a 

more ſhocking Treatment from the Son. — —But 
he had not Time to utter any Part of what ſhe 
chought, before, falling on his Knees, he accoſted 
her in this Manner; I ſee, Madam (/aid be) with 
what Regret you find yourſelf under ſome Obli- 

ET gation to any of the Family of Don Pedro; but 


3 to convince you that Nearneſs of Blood does not 
ill always occaſion a Conformity of Principles, be 


leaſed to accept of this little Part of what has 
been ſo unjuſtly taken from you, and believe that 
Marco will never reſt till the Whole is again at 
XX your Diſpoſal, In ſpeaking theſe Words, he pre- 
TX ſented her with a little Amber Box, in which ſhe 
had been uſed to keep her Jewels; which open- 
ing, ſhe: found it ſtill contain'd them, and alſo 
Bills to a great Value. Tis hard to ſay whether 
ſhe was amazed, or pleaſed, at ſo unexpected a 


T5 piece of Generofity, The Eſteem ſhe formerly 
la- had for him, which by the late Behaviour of his 
n- Father, in which ſhe imagined he had an equal 
uf- Share, had been converted into as great an Aver- 
for ion, now returned with added Vigour, and ſhe 


Bo ; 89 9 3 
rejoiced as much to find ſhe had not been decei- 


oed in her firſt Sentimens of his Virtues, as in 
the Advantage ſhe reeeiv'd from them; ſhe ex- 
preſſed herſelf ſo obligingly on this Occaſion, that 
Don Marco, who had the moſt fincere and diſin- 

ereſted Affection for her that ever was, could not 
iſten to her without feeling a Rapture perhaps ſu- 


''d derior to all that which ſome who call themſelves 
me overs are capable of knowing, even in the Gra- 
cation of their utmoſt Wiſhes. I tremble, Ma- 


am, (ſaid he) to appear before you, knowing 


on ell, that without a Goodneſs near Divine, the lit- 
at ie Service I have now been able to do you, join- 
for d with that of my whole future Life, is far too 
eſs mall to engage Forgiveneſs for the Wrongs you 


Wie received from wy Family 5 and ſhould ox 
Vo L, IV. | B have 
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have preſumed to diſcover myſelf, had not your 
Uncertainty how to beſtow your ſelf in Safety, 
obliged me to bring you to this Houſe. You * 
would then (anfwer'd fbe) have been guilty of a 
great Injuſtice to your ſelf, and Unkindneſs to 
me; for to be oblig'd in ſo profuſe a Manner, 
and be ignorant where to pay our Acknowledg- | 
ments, is to a grateful Soul, a Pain :=——Be- 
ſides, I feel ſo great a Satisfaction in the Know- 
ledge, that when I entertain'd a Friendſhip from | 
Don Marco, I err'd not in my Choice, that I 
know not if I could eafily have pardon'd the de- 
laying of it. —— Be affur'd, I cannot reſent the 7 


Uſage I have met from Don Pedro with half that 
Warmth and Spirit, as I ſhall endeavour to repay 8 


would elſe have demanded. Oh! I know, reſu- 
med Don Marco, I know you are too heavenly 


in my Power, make ro forget what is owing to 
yourſelf. Uſe all proper Means to oblige my 
cruel Father to reſtore to you what he has ſo un- 
juſtly taken from you; for much I fear he will 
not be prevail'd upon by gentle Means to deal with 
Honour by you. ory” a es Ge 
 Ta1s generous Conteſt laſted for ſome Time, 
nor. would Don Marco give it over, till ſhe had 
promiſed: to endeavour to do herſelf Juſtice ; for 
the Attainment of which, both thought it the moſt 8 
effectual Way for her to purſue her Intention of 
going to Madrid, not only becauſe, if ſhe contimu'd 4 4 
where ſhe was, Don Pedio's Artifice might poſ- WF 
ſibly find her out, and contrive ſome Stratagem 
again to get her in his Power, but alſo that the 1 $ 
King was the only Perſon who had the E : 1 
2 5 ; a | _ redrei- 


Fg 
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N redreſſing her Grievances. He would needs ac- 


4 company her thither, attended by the two Men 


7 whom he had brought to aſſiſt her in her Eſcape ; 
but the oppoſed it, telling him ſhe had already re- 


ceived too many Obligations to endure the Thought 
of laying herſelf under more: However, on his 
repreſenting the Dangers, which of Conſequence 
muſt attend a Perſon of her Sex in ſo long a 
Voyage alone, and alſo the Neceſſity there was 
© for him to abſcond for ſome Time from the Rage 
of Don Pedro, who. 'twas probable would be 


1 © raiſed to the higheſt Pitch, on the Diſcovery how 
his Deſigns had been circumvented, by the very 


| Perſon for whoſe Sake they had been form'd ; ſhe 
| was at laſt perſuaded, it would not only bes ex- 
treamly commodious for her, but alſo far from 
| inconvenient for him; and fince his abſenting 


= himſelf from his Father was abſolutely neceſſary, 
it was as well for him to take a Voyage to Ma- 
IE 4ri4, as any other Place. This being conclu- 


| ded on, Don Marco advis'd their immediate De- 


23 { parture, judging 1t not ſafe to remain on the T- 
„land after Day-Break, if by any Means they could 


leave it ſooner; becauſe he knew that in the 
Morning the Fellow who had the Charge of the 
| Key, which he had ſtole, would diſcover the Theft, 
and Emanuella's Eſcape. One of the Men was there- 
fore immediately diſpatch'd to the Sea- ſide, which 
they were not above three Miles diſtant from, to 


ſee if there was a Ship ready to go off, and to agree 


for the Paſſage. By good Fortune there was one, 
which, on a more than ordinary Gratification, 
| comply'd with their Defire of hoiſting Sail as ſoon 
Jas they came on board, Twould be needleſs to 
ay with how much Pleaſure Emanuel/a heard this 


Nes; the ardent Deſire ſhe had to leave a Place 


which had fo little in it agreeable to her Genius, 


m joined to the late ill Treatment ſhe had met with, 


1 and the Apprehenſion of being ſubjected to the 
3 7 B 2 ſamo 


* 
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ſame again, is ſufficient to make the Reader ſen- 
fible with what a Welcome ſhe receiv'd the Cer- 
tainty of going. 18 5 
A Infinity of Contentment fat ſmiling on her 
Countenance all the Time of their Voyage; a fair 


Wind, kindly Gales, and an unruffled Sea, waſted 


her ſmoothly to her defired Port. No chilling 
Fears from within. — No Omens from without,——— 


No ſecret Warning from her Guardian Angel, gave 


a Check to the Satisfaction ſhe felt at landing on 
that fatal Shore where all her Peace of Mind was to 
be wreck'd ! where Miſchiefs multiplied, concealed 
in Clouds numberleſs, nameleſs Ills attended 


ber Approach, ready to burſt with all their hoarded 


Venom on her Head. | 
SHE went immediately to the Houſe of Don 


FJabin, a very near Relation; where having made 


herſelf known, and the Particulars of her late Ad- 


venture, ſhe was receiv'd with the higheſt Demon- 


ſtrations of Kindneſs. Both he and his Wife 
aſſured her they would introduce her to the King, 
who would doubtleſs do her Juſtice as to the Re- 
covery of that Part of her Fortune which was ftill 
in the Poſſeſſion of Don Pedro ; and alſo iflue out 


his Orders for the Puniſhment fo baſe an Action 


deſerv'd : But this not being done immediately, by 
reaſon of his Majeſty being at that Time at the 
Eſcurial, from which he did not return ſo ſoon as 
was expected; an Incident, entirely unforeſeen, 
gave a ſudden and vexatious Turn to this Affair, 


and inſtead of being Plaintiff, reduced her to the 
State of a Defendant. ; 


| Tre cunning Don Pedro had no ſooner diſ- 
cover'd her Eſcape, than he immediately gueſs'd 
to what Place ſhe was gone; and not doubting 
but ſhe would take ſuch Meaſures as could end in 
no leſs than his Ruin, had it-preſently in his Head, 
how to preſerve himſelf, and lay the Odium on 


Bills 


her; Hs Son being fled with her, and ſome few 
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1 FZBills he had taken from him to ſupport himſelf in 
bis Abſence, as well as what of Right belong'd to 
= Emanuella, farniſh'd him with Hints, which the 


prompting Fiend that animated his inventive Brain, 


XX took care to improve, to form a Story ſo plauſible, 


that when heard, he ſhould appear the only inju- 
red Perſon, and Emanuella, and his Son (whom 


now he hated) be eſteemed no other than Wretch- 
es who had contriv'd together to rob him. Full 
of this inhuman Stratagem, and accompanied 
by ſome vile Creatures, whoſe Evidence he had 
7 purchas'd, as well as Bonds, Notes, and Bills, coun- 
terfeiting the dead Avarex's Hand and Seal, he was 


at Madrid almoſt as ſoon as thoſe he follow'd : And 


being inform'd his Majeſty was at the Eſeurial, he 


waited not his coming to Madrid; but as Vice is 
always more indefatigable in the Purſuit of what it 


. aims at, than a ſincere and honeſt Meaning, he 
went to wait on him there: And his Age and art- 
ful Manner of infinuating what he would have be- 


liev'd, wrought ſo far on the Royal Ear, as to gain 


2 | him the Promiſe of having it in his Power to in- 
flict what Puniſhment he pleaſed on the Fugitives, 
| who the cruel Politician had taken Care to inform. 


himſelf where they might be found, before he de- 
liver'd his Petition, tho' he concealed himſelf from 


N either of them, 


NoTHING therefore of his Arrival being ſuſ- 
pected, till the News of the King's Return put 
Don Jabin in Mind that his Coufin ſhould make 
her Appeal; and ſhe was dreſſing herſelf to ac- 
company him to Court, when a Meſſenger from 


We thence came to demand her Appearance. The 
By Surpriſe of ſo unlook*d-for a Summons, put them 
all in a Conſternation ; and Don Marco, who, 


tho” he did not lodge there, paſe'd moſt of his Hours 
with them, and was at that Time preſent, diſco- 
ver'd in his Countenance a Horror which extreamly 
added to it. He was not ignorant of the thouſand 

B 3 Arti- 
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Artifices his Father was ever Maſter of, when he 1 
was zealous for the Accompliſhment of any Deſign, q 
and fear'd it was by ſome Emiſſaries employ'd by 75 7 
him, though he was far from imagining he was there 41 
himſelf, that ſomething had been done to pervert 
that Juſtice he might very well believe Emanc Ol 
ella would claim. He would very fain have 
perſuaded her to ſuffer him to wait on her, that in 
caſe it were as he ſuſpected, he might be a Witnef 
on her Side, againſt whatever falſe Sogn 
ſhould be offered to her Diſadvantage 3 but that 
generous Lady would by no Means be prevailed || I) 
on to permit him. She told him ſhe had not the 
leaſt Fear of making a Defence againſt all that 
Malice could form to hurt her ; and that ſhe could 


who ſo juſtly had merited that Title from = 
ſhould put ſo great a Conſtraint on himſelf, and 4 
endure a Shame ſo poinant, as muſt riſe from the 4 a 
Accuſation of a Parent, though never ſo unworthy 4 
one. She expreſs'd herſelf. in Terms ſo abſolute, 4 | 
that Don Marco, though with a World of Re. 
luctance, was oblig'd to obey ; and accompanied & 
by Don Fabin, his Lady, and the two Servant, 
who came over with her, and whom it was neceſſf NF 
ſary ſhould appear, ſhe went with a Courage inf 
finitely beyond what could be expected from hel 
Sex and Years ; and wholly relying on the 22 1 
of her Cauſe, and the Care of Heaven, was far 4 
ther from any Dread of the Event, than thoſe 1 
whom it was of leſs Concern. 
No T but when ſhe was conducted into the i e 
lace, and brought before the King, ſhe was a lite 
alarm'd to ſee the baſe Don Pedro there: 8% 
had, however, Preſence enough of Mind to conceſ 1 
thoſe little Emotions, which ſhe was unable to 1 4 * 
pel at ſo unexpected an Interview, and after haviſ hot 
paid her Duty to the Royal Preſence ; If I were 2 7 
already too well acquainted (/aid fe) with th 
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lnſolence in maintaining the Injuries you do, I 
ZZ fhould have Hope, Repentance for thoſe you have 
4 offered me, had brought you here, ſo contrary 

to my Expectation, to make me that Reſtitution, 
Ie ou might be ſure I ſhould endeavour to force 
Fou to. There was not a Perſon in this Aſſem- 


ad iy. which was very numerous, moſt of the No- 
e bility being come to congratulate his Majeſty on 


1 9 is Return, who the Appearance of Emanuella, 
els and the Sweetneſs which accompanied her Ac- 


"ZEents, aſſur'd as they where, did not win to her 


hat ntereſt. — The King himſelf ſeem'd to regard her 
led ith an uncommon Stedfaſtneſs, as ſurpris'd at the 
the Braces which attended her; and already ſuſpicious 
hat pf the Truth of what had been ſuggeſted againſt 


er; which the watchful Pedro obſerving, throwing 
pimſelf at his Feet, O my Sovereign! (/aid he) if 
Phis Woman's Soul had any Affinity with her exte- 
ior Charms, ſhe would at leaſt have had Modeſty 
außfficient to have ſhunn'd the awful Juſtice of this 
rt Place. ————— But I entreat you by that extenſive 
lute power which makes Kings Gods on Earth, and by 
Phat ſacred Regard which to the King of Kings, 
ven from yourſelf, is due By Honour, 
"ity, Juſtice, by your own Royal Promiſe, I 
onjure you not to liſten to the falſe Inſinuati- 
ns of this artful Syren, who comes, no doubt, 
prepared with well-dreſs'd Perjuries, and ſmooth 
ſti ypocriſy, to evade her Crimes, and turn the 

word of Vengeance againſt me. Twould be 
ery hard to 3 Part of what paſs'd 


the Soul of the injur'd Emanuella all the Time 
e Ee was ſpeaking in this Manner; ſcarce could ſhe 


lite eſtrain the ſtruggling Paſſions, which ſwell'd al- 
„ Sbe og to burſting in her Breaſt, and preſs'd ſo hard 
nc ml dr Vent, *tis probable no A n would 
to "Wave been of Force to have with-held them, had 
vun ot the King, with a Countenance ſomewhat per- 
re 1 plex'd, commanded him to be ſilent, tellin bim 
1 wal B 4 uſtice 
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Juſtice ſhould be ſeverely executed on which ever 


Party ſhould be found the Guilty. —— Don Fabir | 
then, tho' very much confus'd at ſo ſtrange a Cha- 


racter of his Relation, thought it was his Time to 


ſpeak, and begg'd to know of what ſhe was ac- 
his Majeſty aſſenting, command- * 
ed a Perſon appointed for that Purpoſe, to read 


cus'd ? To whic 


the Heads of the Charge againſt her, as they 
were taken from the Mouth of her Impeacher; 

which he preſently obey'd, and with a loud Voice 
ſurpris'd all who had not heard it before, with tze 


Contents of a Paper which he pulled out of his 


Pocket, and were as follows : 


A brief Abſtract of the Crimes alledged againſt ! 15 


Donna Emanuella, Daughter to Don Alvarez, 
late Governor of Porto- Rico, an Iſland in that 
Part of his Moſt Catholick Majeſty's Domini- 


ons, entitled the Spaniſb-Meſt. Indies: Atteſted I 7 in 


by Don Pedro, and a great Number of other 
Gentlemen, upon Oath. 8 : 


That the ſaid Donna Emanuella, being privy to 
the borrowing ſeveral large Sums of Money from 
Don Pedro, by her Father; fhe, after his Death, 
not only deny'd the Payment of them, but alſo pretend- 
ed there was much more owing to her from the ſaid 
Don Pedro. 1 : | 


Wat fhe ſeduc d the Principles of Don Marco, the 
only Son of Don Pedro, and living with him in a ri- 
ereus and difſolute Manner, foon waſted the little Weakh 
left her by Don Alvarez; on which, having Recourſe 
zo Don Pedro for a Supply, and being refus d by him, 


He hir d Ajafſins to murder him, which he very nar 


rowly eſcap d. 
| "on... 3 
That being, by the Order of the Magiftrates of 


the Place, on Den Pedro's Complaint, taken into 
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HE Cuyfrdy, and afterwards, by his Compaſſion and Chari- 
Ex, preſeru'd from being carried to Priſon, and taken 
into his own Houſe, on ber ſeeming Repentance 3 fre 
Wt ungratefully and arickedly contriv'd, with his own 
on, to rob him, which they did, and made their E- 
ape together to Madrid, with the Value of 5000 
Crowns in Fewels, Bills and Money. | 


So heavy an Accuſation loaden with ſo many 
aggravating Circumſtances, was ſufficient to have 
ENock'd the moſt eſtabliſh'd Fortitude ; but Ema- 
rwuel/a was of that Sort of Spirit, which exalts 
"Itſelf the moſt, when moſt it is oppreſs'd : She 
eem'd rather full of Diſdain than ns. while 
he liſten'd to the invective Scroll; and when ſhe 


ny 
lead for herſelf. Wonder not, Royal Sir! (a, 


3 
A . 


7 that, conſcious of my perfect Innocence, and 


f a Soul too nice to bear ſuch rude Suſpicions, 

this monſtrous Legend may perhaps create, 

70 ould lodge a Moment in the Breaſts of any here; 

| now not wait the dull Formalities of Law, nor 

ſk Advice from learned Council drawn, but here 

eſume to make my own Defence, unaided bur 

Wy Truth, ——Permit me then, great King! to un- 
d a Story muſt make my vile Accuſer's Heart 


row cold within him, tho' warm'd with all the 
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10 ies of Hell. She ſtopp'd at theſe Words, by a 
„ ſeeching Air, expecting his Permiſſion to pro- 
h ed; which being granted, ſhe related the whole: 
ſe Mair with the greateſt Truth and Exactneſs, nei- 


er extenuating her Enemy's Inhumanity, nor di- 
bniſhing the ſmalleſt Tittle of her own Beha- 
our. Don Pedro and his Accomplices attempt- 
co interrupt her ſeveral Times, but they were 
mmanded to be filent, and ſhe was indulg'd in 
the Freedom ſhe could deſire, in vindicating: 

| : | B 8g | : her- 


34 The Rasn RESOLVE: Or, 


herſelf, and accuſing him. When ſhe had finiſh'd 
what ſhe had to ſay, and the Witneſſes ſhe brought 
with her examin'd, there were many, who, . confi- 
dent of her Sincerity, ſpoke in her Behalf ; but it 

avail'd but little. Don Pedro's continued Aﬀe- 
verations, the Number of his Evidences, and the 
Advantage of complaining firſt, was very near 
carrying the Cauſe againſt her; when Don Marco, 
impatient that they ſtay'd, and full of Fears, 9 
which were indeed prophetick, left the Houſe of 
Don Jabin, and came with all Speed to the Pa- 

. lace : Partly by Perſuaſions, and partly by Force, 
he got through the Guards, and entered the Room 
of Audience, juſt as his Father was entreating 
Sentence might be paſt on Emanue/la. Diſtract- 
ed with what he ſaw and heard, he ran up to 
the Chair of State, and begg*d it might be ſuſ- 
pended till he was heard. The King, whoſe Sens 
timents were yet unfix'd, gave him Leave to ut- 
ter what he had to ſay; and deaf to all other 
4 but thoſe of clearing her, he 
wildly ſpoke every 4 he knew, and not only 
confirm'd all Emanuella 
more Particulars, of which ſhe was ignorant, con- 
cerning his Father's Barbarity ; and among the 
reſt, that he really had a Deſign to murder her, 
the ſurer to ſecure her Fortune; which horrid 

Deed had GY perpetrated, had he not 

_ timely contrived the Means of her Eſcape. But 
all that he could urge, was in vain ; the King ü 
had been ſo much 1 by Don Pedro of a ü 
criminal Correſpondence between him and that 
Lady, that all he ſaid appeared but as the Effects of 
Gallantry to ſave a Miſtreſs, who, conſidering her 
Attractions, and the Misfortunes of his own Form, 
it was no Wonder he ſhould riſque every Thing for. 

But, with what Words can ſo unexampled a Ge- 
neroſity be prais'd ! — Perceiving his Zeal to 
ſerve, had rather work'd a contrary Effect 455 — 

1 . 


XLS 


ad averr'd, but many 
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ng noble - minded Marco reſolv'd to give a fatal 
ht Proof of his Sincerity, once more addreſſing him- 
36. WE felf to his Majeſty ; Since that bad Man, who 
is | gave me Being (ſaid he ) prefers a little ſhining 
le. Dirt to Honour, Truth and Juſtice, and ſtill per- 
he ſiſts in his Deſign of ruining an innocent Virgin 
pas | x entruſted to his Care: Thus! continued he, (draw- 
co ing his Sword, and falling on it, before any one 
rs IE could be quick enough to prevent him) —Thus ! 
of RE I releaſe myſelf of the Duty of a Son. — Thus ! 


clear myſelf of the Crimes he has accus'd me 
of, —— and thus! I hope, convince your Sacred 
XX Majeſty, and the yet unbelieving World, that it 
contains not a Jewel of more Worth than Ema- 


5 1 = :uclla ! — Hear, and believe me, Royal Sir ! 
_ BE tho' long, long I have ador'd the charming Maid, 
if. conſcious of my own Defects, I ne&er preſum'd 


to wound her Ears with the unwelcome Tale; nor 


r. IF would I, till my lat Moment, have ventur'd on 
er the Declaration, left ſhe ſhould have hated, what 
he. I'm too well aſſur'd ſhe never cou'd have /v'4. — 


lf what I now have done, be an Offence to Hea- 


wt 3 ven, I hope you will all ſupplicate my Pardon; 


for, be aflur'd, could I have liv'd with Honour, or 


be with Peace, I had not died ſo carly ; but thus, 
r. miſerable in all, traduced by him, who ought to 
id have been the Protector of my Fame, juſtly de- 


ſpis'd by her I wiſh'd to pleaſe, what could I do, 
but —— le could no more; he had given the 
]Wound with ſuch a Force, Death — an eaſy 
= Paſſage to his Heart, and ſoon deprived him of 
dhe Power of Utterance. The King ſeemed pro- 


at 310; 

of digiouſly alarmed at fo uncommon a Teſtimony 
'r of Affection. The Nobles look'd on one ano- 
. ther, ſtruck with a ſudden Horror. Enanu- 
3 


% forgot her own Misfortunes to lament the 
== untimely Fate of ſo deſerving a Youth. But Don 
Pedro, who, tho” he ſtood ſtill and motionleſs 

for ſome Time, as the Son's Barbarity had de- 
| prived. 


5 
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prived him of, yet his hurrying Thoughts were 
buſy enough within, and turn'd all his Soul into 
 Confufion.——— Long ſleeping Conſcience rouz d 
itſelf at length, and Self-ConviQtion, - Remorſe, 
and all the Horrors of Deſperation, at once invad- 
ed him. The wild Diſorder ſcorning to prey on 
any of the meaner Faculties, mounted to the Brain, 
whirling Reflection from her Chain of Cauſes, 
and quite disjointed Reaſon. In this ſudden Fren- 1 
zy he uttered enough to make all that heard him 


w] 


ing the Cauſe by the Effect, order'd him to be ta- 


ken away and ſecured till Time ſhould diſcover 
more. 'The Perſons, who had appear'd Confede- 1 ; 
rates in his Deſign, were ſent to the Inquiſition, 
there to be inſtructed in the Pains which perjur'd Þ 
Wretches like themſelves are doom'd to bear in 
another World; and Emanuella, and her Friends, ⁵⁶ 
diſmiſs'd with thoſe Encomiums which her mo- 
deſt, but courageous Behaviour merited, and a 
Promiſe . given, by the King's own Mouth, 
that he would ſend an immediate Order for the 
—_— over all that Don Pearo had ſo unjuſtly ll 
 Txr1s Adventure engroſs'd the whole Diſcourſe iſ 
of the Town for a great while; and thoſe who 
were entirely Strangers to the Perſon of Emanu- 
ella, were perfectly well acquainted with her by 
Report. It is moſt certain, that her Virtues being 
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| F tion, and whom ſhe moſt inſtructed in any of 
E thoſe numerous Accompliſhments, in which ſhe- 
excell'd, ſecretly wiſh'd her leſs capable of afford- 


ſe, ing it; and thoſe to whom ſhe would not be ſeen, 
ad- as finding nothing in them worthy of her Friend- 
on ſmip, made it their whole Study, by all the little 
in, Artifices they were Miſtreſſes of, to leſſen the 
ſes, rightneſs of a Character whoſe Radiancy diſco- 
en- vered the Imperfections of their own; but hers 
rim was too well eſtabliſh'd for any of the Plots laid 


egainſt her to ſucceed, and ſhe was fo univerſall 
Epplauded by all the knowing Part of the World, 


ta- | 

ver that it was ſufficient to be accounted well thought 
de- of by her, to engage the Reputation of being a 
ion, fine Woman —— There were a great many, there- 


fore, who endeavour'd an Intimacy with her in 
- in no other View; aiming only at the Character, and 
nds, neglecting the real Advantages which even thoſe 


mo- who had been the leaſt indebted either to Nature 
1 a For Education, might have found in an Acquain-- 


ance with her. Nor did her Charity, and Gene- 
oſity of Diſpoſition, extend only to the embel- 


the 

iſtly a lifhing the Minds of thoſe to whom ſhe pro- 
feſs'd a Friendſhip ; ſhe could not think a wor- 

urſe thy Perſon under any Diſtreſs, without preventing 

ho their Requeſts, by offering every thing in her 


anu- Power to ſerve them: And tho? the Fortune ſne 


n 


by was at preſent poſſeſſed of (till Don Pedro. had 
ing reſtor'd her the much greater Part fill in his Hands) 
ous, ould not allow very conveniently of ſuch Libe- 


alities; yet ſhe made Preſents, which by their 
Nagnificence, had the Receivers been ignorant 
ani rom whom they came, would rather have been 
ſon Wmagin'd to flow from the Purſe of a Princeſs, 
ors. han that of a Private Gentlewoman. Donna Be- 
lia, youngeſt Daughter to her Couſin Don 
abir, experienced her Bounty this Way; for 
i deing condemned; much againſt her Inclinations, to 
= Nuanery (as in Spain, where a Grandte has a 
: | f nume 
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numerous Family, and not an equal Affluence of 
Wealth, rather than match them below their 


Birth, tis common to beſtow one or more ofß - 
them in that Manner, where for eight or nine 
hundred Crowns they are provided for, for their 8 
Lives) the generous Emanuella never left ſolli- 


citing her Father to ſuſpend his Deſign, till ſhe 


ſhould receive the Remainder of her Fortune, as 
the King had promiſed ſhe ſhould ; afſuring him, 


that ſhe would add to what he muſt be obliged 


to give to place her in a Cloiſter, as much as would He wk 
make her equal to what he deſign'd for her other 
Siſters.— Don | aq was very loth to accept of 


what ſhe offer'd 


but alſo a Sum beyond what ſhe could convenient- 
ly. ſpare 3. but ſhe ſtopp'd his Mouth, begging him 
to believe the Company of Berillia was cheaply 
purchaſed at that Rate; and that for his other 


Obje&ion, ſhe would eaſily make it up, by re- 1 
trenching Expences, leſs pleaſing to herſelf than 


that would be. | 631000 10 £15 
TAZ Lady, ſo highly obliged to Zma- 
nuella for this Proof of her Friendſhip, one would 
think ſhould never have obliterated the Memo- 
ry of it ; but what Engagements are of Force 
to: bind a thankleſs and ungrateful Mind ! The 
Averſion ſhe had for a monaſtick Life, was: ſoon 
diſcover'd by the penetrating Eyes of her Couſin, 
to proceed from her too great Aﬀection for a young 


Fop, who had nothing to recommed him to the & 


Approbation of a Woman of Diſcretion; and 
— — to her with a little more Warmth than 
was uſual on this Occaſion, the other reſented it, 


as though ſhe took that Liberty on the Account of "2 


what ſne had promiſed to her Father, and from 
that Moment conceived fo great a Hatred, that it 
grew uneaſy to herſelf, becauſe ſhe had no Oppor- 
tunity to make the other feel the Effects of — 

«- . x 5 £ 3 t. 


telling her it was nat only a 
much greater Favour than he was willing to accept, 


e Irrer 


n 
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8 7 But being naturally as cunning as revengeful, ſhe 


XX conceal'd her Sentiments, and, under the Mask of 


f MT Friendſhip, watch'd all her Actions, ſtill hoping 
© ſome unguarded Minute might arrive, in which ſhe 
I mould be able to diſcover ſomething to expoſe 
4 RE her for. But not all her Diligence could furniſh 


hat ſhe wanted; Emanuella, among the Mul- 
We: tiplicity of her Adorers, behaved herſelf in ſuch 


K 3d a Manner, that might defy the ſtricteſt Scrutiny. 


u FF All her Ations—all her Words——all her Looks, 
d were governed by Prudence, and her malicious 
T MER Obſerver began to think it would be but Labour 
f BT loſt to attempt to blaſt either her Virtue or Repu- 
4 FX tation. But, alas! what Courage, what Diſcretion, 
t, what cool Reſerve, what SanQlity of Wiſhes can 
defend the Heart, when once the God of Love 
n xx has found an Entrance there } that Tyrant Paſſion 
lords it o'er the Mind, fills every Faculty, and 
T MX leaves no Room for any other Thought drives 
- XxX Conſideration far away ——overturns Reflection 
n and permits no Image but itſelf to dwell in Fancy's 
Region. The ſoft and tender Soul of Emanu- 
ella, was a fit Temple for the enſlaving Deity to 
work his utmoſt Wonders in; and that ſhe no 
ſooner felt his Power, was not becauſe ſhe was 
leſs ſuſceptible. than others of her Acquaintance, 
but that her Taſte was more delicate, and ſo many 
different Perfections as were neceſſary to attract 
her Admiration, were very difficult to be found in 
cone Man. | 
3 Bur Chance, or rather the Character of her 
Charms, at laſt, brought a Perſon to her Sight ſo 
cConformable to the % ſhe had created in her 
Mind, of what would pleaſe her, that ſhe could 
= not preſently diſtinguiſh whether it was till the 
= fame delightful Viſion her extenſive Fancy had 
dreſs'd up with all the Ornaments of Art and Na- 
ture, or a real Subſtance. This moſt lovely, this 
accompliſh'd Gentleman, was call'd Emilius, a 


young 


,  &. © 
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young Roman Count, who, having viſited almoſt 
all the Courts of Europe, happen'd at this time to 
be at Madrid. He heard talk of Emanuel/a as 
of the greateſt Wonder there; and having ſeen 
all the other Curioſities, could not be ſatisfied to 
leave the Place, without firſt being an Eye-wit- 
| neſs of thoſe Perfections, which Fame ſo laviſhly 8 
reported. The Carnival coming on, he had hope 
the Freedom of the Diverſions uſed in that Seaſon, ' 
might afford him an Opportunity he long had vain- 
Iy languiſh'd for: Nor was he deceived. Ena- 
zuella, who had not been accuſtomed to thoſe 


ſevere Reſtrictions of Behaviour the Span; Jea- 0 
loufy obliges the Females of their Family to ob- Fir 
ſerve, was glad to lay hold of all Opportunities fer 
to indulge the natural Gaiety of her Humour; and e. 

accompanied by Donna Berillia, and other Ma 
Ladies of her Acquaintance, took Part in all the e 
innocent Liberties the Time allow'd. As they were in 
on their Rambles one Day, the watchful Count, pd 
having Intelligence to whoſe Houſe they were go- In 
ing, found Means to be introduced to the Maſter Wi: 
of it: There happened to be a great Aſſembly of re 
Gentlemen and Ladies; but preſently informing If 
himſelf which was Emanuella, he ſingled her nu 
out; and in entertaining her, it was difficult to en 
fay whether he gave or received the greater Plea- ct 
ſure. She thought ſhe had never ſeen any thing . 
ſo agreeable and witty, and he found her ſo far 7 
1 


ſurpaſling all the Deſcriptions had been made him, 
that tho? he had arm'd himſelf with all the Refo- 
Intion he was Maſter of, to regard her only with Al- 
miration, a tenderer Paſſion, in Spite of him, ſoon. 
took up all his Soul—He could not gaze, without 
admiring ; nor admire, without defiring : But tho' 
he found that he had very much receded from that 
Reſolution he had form'd before he ſaw her, yet, 
till he ſaw her no more, he knew not how much 
'Fhe Height of: Paſſion is never ſo truly 3 

N 8 CEC 
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ed as in Abſence—when from our longing Eyes, 
ee dear-lov'd Proſpect flies—and our tranſported 
rs no more are bleſt—what Senſe cannot be- 
o/, Vnagination's Force ſupplies, and brings the 
EE harmer to our raviſh'd View—in Spite of Diſ- 
Hance, we ſee! we hear! we graſp the lovely 
hantom, and taſte, in Theory, ten thouſand 
ys; till Reaſon, envious of the airy Bliſs, chaſes. 
de bright Ideas from our Minds, and ſhows us 
Phat we are. . 
I was in theſe waking Dreams the amorous 
Pount beguil'd the Pains of Abſence ; but he was 
bo much of the 'Temper of his Sex to content 
Fimſelf without a Happineſs more ſubſtantial : A 
perfect Knowledge of his own Attractions, and 
fequent Experience how little it was in the Power 
any Woman to withſtand the Influence of 
em, made him not deſpair of finding the ſame. 
I nſibility in Emanuella as he had done in others; 
d imagined he wanted nothing but an Oppor- 
Inity to acquaint her with his Paſſion, to in- 
ire an equal one in her. The firſt Step there- 
Nie that he made towards the ingratiating him 
lf, was to write; and, beſides the being pretty 
auch accuſtomed to ſuch kind of Billeis, the Paſ- 
n he was at preſent fir'd with, help'd him to 
ate one tender enough to make her believe he 
seher, and too reſpectful, not to give her an 
Wpinion, his Deſigns were accompanied with the 
icteſt Honour, The Words were theſe : | 
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To the Incomparable Don na - 
EMANUELLA. 


EFORE I attempt to make known the ima 
tient Diftates of my Soul, I would call all be 
fras of Wit — of pity-moving Eloquence — and f: 
Perſuaſion to inſpire my Pen, and teach me Arts 10 ³ 
ewhich I am yet a Stranger: But that a ſecret In- 
pulſe from within, bids me bewware—tells me, Since- 
rity diſdains the Ornaments of Words, and looks muſt 
lovely in her naked Meaning — Yet dare 1 not pro- 
ceed — O that my Guardian Angel — the Witneſs of 8, 
my Sighs, my Tears, my long Endurings, my re/tle/; 
Days, and agonizing Nights, would leave his Charge 
one Moment, and gently whiſper in your Ear how f 
much I lout=—— how much I ſuffer—— At length the 


Secret is reveal d. O wonderful Force of Paſſion! 
that while it drives, reſtrains, and 47 in Silence.— 
1 hawe confſi d 1 love but, oh ! what Hope that you'll 
permit me to atteſt this Truth by all the Services of 
2 future Life? I have no Parents here, no ³ 
riend, na Merits to 2 this bald Preſumption, 
and plead ay Cauſe 1% if Emanuel a as. 4 MW 
Penetration, ſuch as ber Eyes, and Wit, baue per- 
Suaded me to think, that has already told her more in 
my Behalf than any Tongue could utter. The wild 
| Confuſion in my Countenance the Inconnexion of 
77 Wards, wwhen all ſurprix d aſtoniſp dd] at the 
onders of your Charms, I, by a thouſand Ways, be- 
tray'd my Senſe of them, the few Hours 1 had the 
Bleſſing of entertaining you, at the Houſe of Don 
Franciſco m—_But I am too preſuming —— I fear 
the excellent Emanuella, / uſed to conquer, regara- 
ed not a Triumph fo unworthy of her Me” 


J 
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Your everlaſting Votary, 
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” = | EMI1LIUS. 
% . s. 4 7 bave paſd many Nights in Contem- 
* Ppehlation under your Window ; permit me 10 diſturb 
In. 2 Hour's Repoſe of yours with the Muſick this 


Evening about Twelve or One o Clock. 


Ce- 8 5 
5 lt what Emanuella felt from the firſt View 
„ eiae was not yet arrived to a Paſſion, it 


was enough to afford an Infinity of Pleaſure in 
receiving this; which, indeed, ſhe was not with- 
out ſome ſecret Expectations of, having, as he 
RE judiciouſly enough obſerv'd, a Diſcernment which 
XX ſeldom deceiv'd her, and eaſily inform'd her the 


27 Emotions that appeared in his Face were occa- 
7 ſiooned only by her Preſence ; had ſhe been as 
= quick in diſcovering the Humours of her own 
of == Sex, ſhe had eſcap'd the greateſt Part of the Miſ- 
% fortunes which ſoon after came upon her | 
7 | But, as intimate as ſhe was with Donna Ber:/- 


lia, ſhe forbore to acquaint her with this Af- 
fair, not out of any Suſpicion ſhe would betray 
| it, or make any ConjeQure to her Diſadvantage ; 
but, that perceiving ſhe ſtill carried on an Amour 
= with that young Spark already mentioned, ſhe 
thought to acknowledge herſelf a Lover, would 
be to leſſen the Prerogative ſhe took in adviſin 
the other. When Night came, ſhe was very — 
== perplex'd how to get rid of her; and not being 
willing ſhe ſhould ſtay till the Count came to the 
Window, made a Pretence of being a little in- 
d iſpos'd, and ſaid ſhe would go to Bed: But the 
officious 
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officious Creature would not be ſo put off; and 
being of a ſuſpicious Temper, preſently imagin'4 nh, 
there was ſomething more than ordinary in the , 
- Caſe, that made her Couſin, contrary to her Cuf. 8 
tom, ſo willing ſhe ſhould leave her; and be. 
ſides, ſhe fancied ſhe had been more thoughtful 
of late than uſual : Therefore putting all this to- 
gate, ſhe reſolv'd, if poſſible, to find out the 
eaning of it; and imagining that this Night 
might produce ſomething which would tend to 2 
Diſcovery, ſhe ſtirr'd not from her Chamber, un- 
der Colour of taking Care of her till Emanuells 
had been ſome time in Bed. Nor after ſhe left 
her, did ſhe retire to her own Chamber; but 
putting out the Lights, concealed herſelf in one 
adjoining to hers, and from which ſhe could ea- 
fily hear every thing that ſtirr'd in it. She had not 
long ſtood Centinel, before ſhe was ſurpriz'd with 
the Sound of Muſick, which the Count had brought 
to ſerenade his Miſtreſs ; ſhe preſently drew nearer 
to a little Window that was in the Room, and 
the Inſtruments being tun'd, accompanied a Voice, 
which in very harmonious Accents ſang theſe 
Stanzas : | 8 | 
T. 


From bright Emanuella's Charms, 
Ah ! what 2 is found ? 
he every away the Soul alarms ! 
And never fails to _ 
| es 
Reaſon and Love, once Foes profeſs d, 
Their utmoſt Forces join: 
And make the moſt obdurate Breaſt 
Confeſs her all m— 
| Whether ſhe fpeaks, or hooks, or moves, 
Strange Paſſion ſbe inſpires ! + 
Scorning the Arts of vulgar Loves, 
- Mt once ſhe awes and fires, 


-— 


EMANU- 


— 
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XX ZMANUELLA was ſa much accuſtomed to Gal- 
ind ntries of this Kind, that Berillia would not 
n'l ve thought any farther of this, than any other 
the Ferenade, had ſhe not immediately after the Song 
uf. eard her open the Window, a Condeſcenſion 
be. de never had made before, to any who aimed 
ful“ t the Secret to pleaſe her: This was ſufficient 
to- i aſſure the fair Inquiſitive, that whoever the 
the Perſon below was, he was poſſeſs'd of an uncom- 
zt don Share of Enanuella's Favour, and made her 


2 agen to the Converſation they preſently after 
7 begun, with all the Attention ſhe was able, to 
a | 


ilcover, if poſſible, the happy Man ſo remarka- 
e diſtinguiſhed. . 
XxX Tz: Moment Emanuella appear'd at her Win- 


ne ow, Emilius, after having made a Sign to 
a- hoſe that accompanied him to retire, came as near 
ot g he could to it; and in a low Voice, Can you 
n rgive, Divine Emanue/la! ſaid he, my Keepin 


ou from that Repoſe which might probably af- 


er ord you Entertainments more elegant than any 
d ou can find abroad. I ſhould be very cruel ta 
e, 


myſelf, anſwered ſbe, and unjuſt to you, ſhould 
oe too nice Reſerves of the Country we are in, 
blige me to ſhun a Pleaſure ſuch as you have 
uſt now afforded me; and as I had my Education 
== a Place of greater Liberties, I ſhall make no 
cruple of continuing to indulge myſelf in all 

thoſe innocent ones I have been accuſtom'd to 
among which, I account a free Converſation with 
Perſons of your Sex, provided always their Be- 
Saviour is what Honour and Decency will allow 
f. The Man fo favoured (re/umed the Count) 
uſt be unworthy indeed, who could not form a 
Humour, if not born with him, ſuited to thoſe 
Principles which alone are capable of recommend- 
ing him to a Woman of leſs Virtue than the ado- 
rable Enanuella. Oh! (continued he, with a be- 
cia Accent] that Virtue, Honour, and Since- 


rity, 


| 46 The RASH REesSOLvE : Or, 


rity, were the only Requiſites to make the Man 

_ poſſeſs'd of them deſerving Emanuella's Favour, 6 

he Man who can prove himſelf (returned fi) 
poſſeſſed of them, needs no other Qualification 8 
a Woman capable of diſtinguiſhing what is truly 'Þ ; 
meritorious. A great deal more of this kind of 
Converſation had doubtleſs paſſed between then, 
had they not been interrupted by another Set 0 
Muſick, who placed themſelves under the Windoy 


4 
2 


for the ſome Purpoſe the Count had done. Emi 
nuella, willing to ſhow the Deference ſhe pail} 
him, bad him Good-night, and immediately with. 
drew: Berillia, who had heard every Word that} 
had paſſed, made her own Conſtruction of it, and} 
rejoiced that ſhe had found ſomething wherewiti 
ſhe might let the World know Emanue//a was nd} 
without her Softneſs, as well as thoſe ſhe took the 
Liberty of blaming. | | 
Bur, while ſhe paſſed the Time in a thouſand 
ill-natur'd Contrivances how to dreſs up the Affait 
ſhe had diſcovered in the worſt Colours, the Lori 
ers were employed in Contemplations far diff. 


rent —— Emanuella, who had been extreme 1 


charm'd with the Perſon and Behaviour of her nevi 
| Adorer, from the firſt time ſhe ſaw him, was flat 
tering herſelf with the Idea of a World of Satin 
faction in the Proof of his Sincerity ; and he, on 
the other Side, was no leſs tranſported, that ſi: 
ſeem'd willing to be aſſured he really was what ke 
pretended. | Mn 
TRE next Day, at both Morning and Evening 
Prayers, ſhe did not fail of ſeeing him; where: 
inftead of paying her Devotions to Heaven, fi: 
was buſied in receiving them herſelf from the en. 
amour'd Count. At Night by Appointment ih: 
entertain'd him from her Window, and thus 1 
continued for ſeveral Weeks; he ill ſeeming tl 
encreaſe in the Fervency of his Paſſion, and ſhe 3 
in believing it.—But while in theſe IR 2 
m vic 


; 
+ 20M 
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lan XA muſements ſhe ſuffered her Soul to be employ'd, 
dur. erilla was not idle in reporting all ſhe knew, 
fr) Rand a thouſand times more, to every one ſhe was 
0 icquainted with; and in a little Time *twas you 
ruly ne common Talk; that Emanuella, the re ſerv'd, 
el, aitcreet Emanuella, was fallen in Love with a 
em young Gentleman who was a Stranger in Madrid, 
oh end from whom ſhe could have no Aſſurance that 
40% it e was not already married, or under Engage- 


16, ments, which in Honour ſhe ought not to break 


ail chrough. 01 | OE. | | 
it EZMANUELLA, however, was ſo much reſpected 
ht dy all that knew her, that no one would ſhock her 
ande Ears with any ſuch Diſcourſes, till ſome of the 
111 old and Grave having got notice of it, and fearing 
noh ner Behaviour in this Point might ſerve as a Prece- 
th dent to their own Daughters and Nieces, made no 
— cscruples to ſpeak of this Affair to Don Fabin with 
an e good deal of Severity; and he to repreſent it 
Tar &, on as a very great Soleciſm in that Decorum 
or ſhe had hitherto fo ſtrictly preſerved. She could 
ff. not hear him without a ſenfible Alarm; but, alas! 


che lov'd, and was by this Time too far enter'd into 
the fatal Maze, to be able to extricate herſelf; there 
appeared a Proſpect of too much Felicity in con- 
tinuing her Converſation with the charming Count, 
for her to reſign it for any of thoſe dull Conſide- 
rations he endeavoured to inſpire her with; and 
öbeſides all this, tho' ſhe had a Wiſdom far above 
ber Years, ſhe, in this Point, and in many others 


i; also, was apt a little too much to depend on her 
ere, own Strength of Reaſon ; and the only Fault ſhe 
fn was guilty of, was Se Will. 1 
e ng aus Adventure being ſo publick, ſhe thought ſhe 
ſi might now communicate it to Berillia; little 
ii ſuſpetting it. was through her Means it had firſt 
2 been talked of; and that malicious and deſigning 
ſhe Creature, glad of this Opportunity to make her 
. Conduct appear yet more blameable, ſooth'd the 
| Hu- 
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à Gentleman of your Accompliſhments ; but 1 hawt 3 ö 
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Humour ſhe was in, by all the Arts ſhe was Mii. 88 
treſs of. She talk d continually, of the Coπσ 
ſhe prais'd his Shape, his Air, his Wit; and who. 
ever has known any thing of Love, will confeſ, 
how dangerous it is for a Perſon, entering into that 
State, to liſten to ſuch Diſcourſes, of an Objed 
which already appears but too amiable. Eau. 
'6//a fack'd in 4. delicious Poiſon, and thought 
the deceitful Inftiller of it her beſt Friend: Why, 
ſaid fbe, ſhould you deprive yourſelf of the Pleaſure # 
of converſing with the Man you love, and who ha 
the tendereſt Regard for you, only to ſatisfy a bu. 
Crowd, who only becauſe they are themſelves in. 
capable of taſting thoſe refin'd Delights which 
Love affords, would deny them to another. — . 
Theſe Sort of Arguments won the fair Deluded, 
intirely to reſolve on holding a Correſpondence with 
the Count; which Berillia perceiving, thought ſhe ü 
might now act as ſhe pleaſed ; and aiming at her 
Ruin, took theſe Means to bring it about. a 

Ir was no difficult Matter to inform herſeli _ 
where the Count lodg'd ; which as ſoon as ſhe had 
done, ſhe writ a little Billet to him, the-Contents 
of which were in this Manner: Pp 


To Count EMILI VS. 


OY 


| My Lon od, | . 
id [ \HE Paſfjon which Donna Emanuella - 
gards you with, is not ſo much a Secret, but that 


1 know and pity it: I blame her not for loving 


too much Friendſhip for her, not to be angry that jht 
confines herſelf to a Reſerve which makes her ſo un- 
happy ; I nvould very fain have you come to @ mort 


perfef 


FY 
- 


[ 
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Iiſ. 1 rfef Underſtanding of each other's Sentiments; and 
TN TW you may do ſo, have contri d a Way to bring 


ho. on together, in ſpite of thoſe dull Formalities which 

4 Lor bitherto 72 you Y, a Diſtance. Be at the Back- 
Pate, which opens into the little Parade, about the 
bur of Twelve this Evening, and you ſhall be con- 
bY +þ the Preſence of your ador d Emanuella, by 
ber aubo would be a Friend to both, 1 

8 | | BERILLIA. 


Wi * 

ure, | ; | | 
has RE P. S. 7 hrow not to what a Height the Aſectation 
ul RF D:/cretion may tranſport Emanuella, :f /be ſhould 
EE row ſent to you; and beſides, it will be better 
ic 


alen, if the Contrivance appears wholly your own. 
"IF Let this therefore be a Secret; be ready to 
re what you ſhall hear me ſay——and you may 
= -27y—Adicu. | 


= Waz:tTHitR Emnilius. was really poſſeſſed of 
il thoſe Qualities which go to the making up a 
eerfect Lover, the Reader will be able to deter- 
nine, when his future Behaviour ſhall be related; 
put *tis certain he had all the Aſſiduity, Impatience, 
—Ardency of Deſire of the moſt Paſſionate, and 
could not receive this Intelligence of a Friend ſo 
4 pnexpetted, and fo capable of ſerving him, with- 
et an Infinity of Tranſport He watch'd the 
our, and went according to Appointment ; where 
de had not waited a Moment before Berillia ap- 
dear d to introduce him. He made her a thouſand 
-ompliments for the Faveur ſhe did him; to all 
hich ſhe made but ſhort Anſwers, having other 
latters in her Head. -The Family not being 
in Bed, ſhe told him he muſt be content to 
ivert himſelf in Contemplation, till ſhe could find 
n Opportunity to get Emanzella into the Gar- 


fe en. He bow'd, and obey'd, only emreated 
n. er to be as expeditious as poſſible, left any body 


oming to walk, as the Sweetneſs of the Evening 
EVoL. IV. - ©» might 
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might probably invite ſome one or other, he ſhould, wh 
be diſcovered : Which ſhe aſſuring him ſhe would, 
and placing him in an Arbour where he was the 
leaſt liable to be ſeen, left him to feaſt in Ima. ai 
ination on the Pleaſures he was ſhortly to enjoy (nl 

in Reality. 5 | __ == 
Sus kept her Word, and he had waited but a ü 
very little Time before he perceiv'd her returning, 
and Emanuella with her: He reſtrain'd the 
Tranſports of his bounding Heart, and continued 
to conceal himſelf till he ſhould receive his Cue 
from Berillia ; and perceiving they were coming 
down the Walk which led to the Arbour he was 
in, ſtood clofe behind the Shelter of ſome Jeſfamin 8 
and Fillaree, with which it was cover'd. As they 
came pretty near, he heard Beri/lia ſay to her 
fair Couſin, Why, my Dear, ſhould you perſiſt in this 
Severity to yourſelf and him you love? Had you ne 
but heard with how much Tenderneſs.——_—wit 
how much Zeal—he pleaded for Admittance, and 
begg'd me to affiſt his Suit, the Suit of burning, 
raging, deſperate, dying Love, you could not 
nay, you ought not to have denied him. But ſince 
you have, anſwered Emanuella, | ſomewhat pecwiſb- Wl 
4% Why do you now upbraid me with it? Sup- 
poſe I had not, would you have forgiven me ? 
(haſtily reſumed the other.) There is no need (/ai1 
_ /he) of asking what I would have done, fince you Wi 
have not put me to the Trial. Well then (cry 
Berillia, eafily perceiving her Inclinations) ſuppoſe il 
I really, in Pity of his Sufferings, have ventur'd 
to admit him; ſuppoſe he is now in this very Gar- 
den full of impatient Wiſhes, and trembling witi ñ 
Deſire to throw himſelf beneath your Feet: Will 
you conſent to pardon what I have done? Em Wl 
nuella, whoſe Soul was full of diſorder'd Emo- Wt 
tions, ſcarcely ſuffer'd her to bring out theſe ' lait 

Words, before, And is he here? She cryd. I wil 
no longer hide it from you ( replied Berillia 
. : . an 
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a whether you condemn, or thank my Conduct, 
anot but take the Part of a Paſſion which to me 
mr pears ſo truly meri tOri0us, m— But *tis in his 
ade, thoſe Words which, contrary to the Laws 
RW Friendſhip, wrought me to introduce him, that 
= muſt hope to be clear'd in your Opinion 
appear! my Lord [continued He, raiſing ber Voice 

ile) appear ! and charm her to Forgiveneſ of 


. both. She had no ſooner ſpoke this, than ruſh- 
d from behind this leafy Screen, he threw him- 
e ft at her Feet, embraced her Knees, warm*d her 
o Wands with ten thouſand burning Sighs, and miſ- 
d no Art of ſoft, ſeducing Love, to melt her 
in Inder Soul, and make it all his own. : 

As prodigious a Share, as all who knew her ac- 


Enowledged her to have of Wit, ſhe ſaw not that 
eeſe were common Arts, which thoſe, leaſt capa- 
ee of Paſfion, make uſe of whenever excited, 
th ther by Intereſt or Vanity; and that both theſe 
cducements tended powerfully to draw an At- 
mpt of this kind on her, ſhe might have known, 
ad ſhe conſidered how much the Reputation of 
ving a vaſt Fortune would gratify the one, and 
er well known, and univerſally admir'd Per- 
ctions the other. But, alas ! not this Reflection, 
r the Remembrance that a thouſaud times ſhe 
ad heard from others unmov'd, the ſelf ſame 


ail... ©... i 

wn ings which now ſhe liſten'd to, had any Power 
71 er her —She lov'd— and lov'd in Proportion to 
of: e Delicacy of her other Sentiments—— Her No- 


s were more refin'd——her Paſſion more ele- 


15 t than thoſe of other Women; and havin 

[ich en bred to believe Sincerity one of the higheſt 
il irtues, ſhe could not ſuſpect a Want of it in the 
„. lan ſhe had fo good an Opinion of; nor devi- 
mo- e from the Rules of it fo far herſelf, as to affect 
lan Anger ſhe was far from being poſſ ſſed of —— 
= & Words, her Looks, her every Action betray'd 
lia te Wiſhes of her Heart confeſs'd her Tranſ- 
and C 2 port 
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turn the next Night in the ſame Manner as he 


the Artifices ſhe daily, almoſt hourly, made * 
* 1 a f 
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port and told him, that he could get Tap in 
vain. Berillia was infinitely ſatisfied in the Oh. 
ſervations ſhe made, and that treacherous Crea. 
ture receiv'd a thouſand publick Teſtimonies of 
Gratitude from the ane, and private ones from the 
other, which ſhe was far from deſerving. 5 
Tu E amorous Pair ſtaid not a long time to. 
gether, leſt any Accident ſhould betray their Con. 
verſe to Don Fabin or his Lady, whom Emam Wl 
ella yet was very loth ſhould know the Secret of 
her Inclinations =——— but the perſuaſive Ca 
would not depart, without her Permiſſion to re. 


had done this==—nor would ſhe have been wel 
ſatisfied, had he appear'd leſs preſſing.— And they 
took Leave with leſs Regret than Lovers uſually . 
do, becauſe they both aſſured themſelves of a ze, Ma. 
fous Promoter of their common Happineſs in the 
Friendſhip of Berillia. | * 

Maxx Nights paſs'd over as this had done 
and at laſt Berillia having brought Things pretty 
near to the Pitch ſhe aim'd at, under Pretence af 
waiting in the Garden to receive Emilius, would 
let in her own Lover (who neither being approv'd MR. 
of by her Father, nor any of her Friends, i: e 
could ſee but by Stealth) and when ſhe found En 
ella and the Count were engag'd in a Conver-i 
ſation in which a third Perſon might be fſpar'd, 
Me conſtantly retir'd to another Part of the Gar- 
den, and receiv'd the double Satisfaction of the 
Company of the Man fhe lov'd, and the Proba: 
bility of undoing the Woman ſhe hated. Not 
that any Thing had yet paſs'd between thoſe two 
amiable Perſons, but what was accountable to the 
ſtricteſt Virtue ; yet the Paſſion ſhe found them 
both poſſeſſed of. - the Opportunities ſhe al- 
lJow'd them — the continual Hints ſhe gave the 
Count, not to let Modeſty be his Enemy —— and 
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0 l to melt Emanuella's Soul, and turn her all in- 

b WD D:fire, gave her Liberty (who knew Nature 
* q retty well) to imagine an unguarded Minute might 


rrive, which might perfectly compleat her baſe 
WDcſign, and reduce the envy'd Fair to a Condition 
WSoth blameable and pitiable. 3 
rue x were now arriv'd to ſuch a Height of 
ove confeſs'd, that the moſt binding Vows of 
erlaſting Conſtancy had paſs'd between them. — 
ilius often preſs'd, that the Ceremony of the 
WE hurch might put it paſt the Power of even 
ate itſelf to deprive him of the Blefling ſhe had 


re 
be de him hope. But Emanuella would by no 
wel cans conſent, till the Return of the Ship, ſent 
they r that Purpoſe, ſhould make her Miſtreſs of 
all at Wealth which was her Due. As ſhe then was, 


FX e might have look'd on a Marriage with the 
ount as extremely to her Intereſt ; but as ſhe 
pected to be, the Advantage was wholly on 


one, . is Side: And among the other Niceties of her 
ett aſſion, this was one, never to endure to be ob- 
Ee 4 aeed to the Man ſhe lov'd. Their mutual Vows 
ould 


owever, and her firm Reſolution to marry him 


0v'4 BG: ſoon as this Affair was ſettled, gave, as it were, 
ſre Wy Sanction to much greater Freedoms than other- 
[mar iſe he would have dared to have taken, or ſhe . 
wer: ould: have permitted; and at laſt, O how dan- 
ar'd, WW-rous is it to tranſgreſs, even the leaſt Bounds 
Gar- that Reſerve which is enjoin'd by Virtue for 
the Wir Guard ! from one Liberty they ventur'd on 
_ nother, till rapacious, greedy Love, too con- 


ious. of his Power, encroach'd on all, and no- 
ing left for Honour. 

Donna Berillia had too much Experience 
theſe Affairs, not to be perfectly ſenſible of 
hat had happen'd, tho Enanuellas Mode- 
y, and perhaps already a ſecret Remorſe, would 
t ſuffer her to make any one a Confidant in 
ils Part of the Story; and the miſchievous Wretch 
C 3 having 
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having ſo much of her Wiſh compleated, begu 
to ſludy how ſhe ſhould bring about the Remain. 
der; that of expoſing the Diſhonour her Infinu. al 
tions had in a great Meaſure help'd to occaſion, 
and bring on her unhappy Couſin, the Shame ani 
Miſery, as well as Guilt, which waits on a to 
fond Belief. 2 

FoxTuNE ſeem'd to take Pleaſure in adiſtin 
her Malice; and before ſhe could find an Oppo. 
tunity to execute any-Thing ſhe had form'd, gan 
an unexpected Shock, which without her Aid 
would have made a Woman of Emanuella's Tem 
per, unfortunate to the laſt Degree; and Mi 
was with an Infinity of inward Torment ſhe ri 
ceived the News, that all thoſe vaſt Poſſeflions let 
her by her Father, and which had been fo low 
detain'd by the Baſeneſs of Don Pedro, havin 
been diſpos'd of, and turn'd into ready Caſh, an 
Bills for the Convenience of Exportation, by i 
ſudden Storm were loſt, and not above. two «i 
three of the Sailors eſcaped to bring the fatal Til 
ings, So dreadful a Misfortune would ſcarce 
have been ſupportable by moſt young Ladies 3 
but Emanuella confidered it in a dee Senſe 
than barely to be reduc'd from one of the great 
Fortunes to the meaneſt; ſhe had never ſet any 
higher Value on Wealth, than as it might be ſel 
viceable to her Friends; and now, having on 
who was dearer to her than her Soul —— one t 
whom ſhe had made the greateſt Condeſcenſiom, 
and whoſe Eſtate ſhe imagined was not very large, 


mans cc DDr 4 


— ND 


. e 


and one whoſe Expectations would be ſtrangely di. b. 
appointed in this Loſs, made her regret it with at hi 
inconceiveable Affliction. She had delay'd marnj - &, 
ing him, till ſhe was actually in Poſſeſſion of what © 
ſhe knew would make him perfectly eaſy; and 0 Ar 
be certain it never would be in her Power to mak 1 


him any other Preſent. than herſelf, gave her Ag 
| | PLONE 2 nles 


* 
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nies, which not all her Fortitude could enable her 
tro ſuſtain with Patience. Had ſhe been Empreſs 
of the World, Emilizs ſhould have ſhar'd that 
EE Crardeur with her; but ſhe lov'd him with a Paſ- 
(aon too refin'd, to be content he ſhould ſhare with 
ber an abje# State of Life. Her Opinion had. ſet 
him in ſo noble a Light, that ſhe doubted not 
of his Love, Honour, or Generoſity, and aſſur'd 
WE herſelf that it would be wholly her own Fault, if 
WE the Vows he had made her, were not authoriz'd 
by the Ceremony of the Church. . 5 

A TE Night after this diſtracting News was 
brought, ſhe would not be perſuaded to ſee the 
Count; and when Berillia asked her what ſhe 
= ſhould ſay to him, ſhe knew not what to anſwer : 
Confus'd, and wild, torn with a thouſand different 


log Axxieties, ſometimes bid her reveal the fatal Se- 
Wi cret Then, with the ſame Breath, recall'd that 
5 order.— Tell him, I am undone {/aid pe.) Tell 
) OT him, that cruel Fate, envious of the Bleſſings of 


nis Love, has raviſh'd me for ever from his 


Tit : Sight. — And preſently after, No, no, (reſum'd 
*. be) 1 will not have him know it yet, — I will 
— have the Satisfaction of taking one dear Adieu, 


yet one more fond Embrace, before we part for 
ever.— Tis poſſible my Grief may riſe to that pro- 


e digious Height as to deſtroy me—and at once rid 
fer me of the Pain of Thought———— of Memory 
org of curs'd Apprehenfion. © Berillia all this while 
* ſeem'd to endeavour to perſuade her to Modera- 


tion, and entreated her not to ſhun his Preſence; 


4 telling her, ſhe was certain, to loſe her Sigh/, would 
* be an Affliction infinitely more inconſolable to 


him than that of her Efate : But the Arguments 
the made uſe of to convince her, ſhe contriv'd 
ſhou'd appear too weak to be of any Efficacy, de- 
firinz nothing more than to be entruſted with a 
Meſſage to him, which ſhe reſolv'd to deliver in a 

"ur Os © _ 
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manner little conformable to that in which it ſhould MW 


be given. 


Twice, or thrice, the perplex'd Enanuehm 
ſat herſelf down to write to her beloved EN. 
Aus, and as oft lamented her Incapacity ; the 
Emotions of her Soul were too violent to per 


mit any Coherence in her Words. And after 


a long Debate within herſelf what would beſt be. (i 


come her Paſſion, and her Honour, deſir'd . 
rillia to acquaint him with her Misfortune; 


and gave her Leave to let him know ſhe regretted 3 


ſuch a Diſappointment, only as ſhe thought it ren- 


der'd her more unworthy of him. Berillia re. 
joic'd beyond Meaſure at this Opportunity of ex- 

ecuting what ſhe defign'd,, aſſur'd her ſhe would 
do every Thing as ſhe had commanded, ==. 
And by this Means, /aid the cunning Ingrate, 1 
ſhall make a Trial of his Conſtancy : For if Men 
are by Nature ſo ſelf-intereſted as they are report- 
ed, this Account I have to give him, will prove 
his nobleſt Sentiments. The Time for his Ap- 


proach being arriv'd, broke off any farther Diſ- 
courſe ; and ſhe went into the Garden to receive 
him, leaving the half-diſtracted Emanuella almoſt 
drown'd in Fears. | : 


Tux impatient Euilius was waiting at the 


Gate, full of a thouſand tranſporting Reflections 
on the pat, and pleaſing Expectations of coming 


JOYS, when Berillia open'd it to him, and de 


ay ing to ſay any thing to him of what ſhe had to 
reveal, till ſhe had brought him into the Arbour, 


the happy Scene which had ſo lately bleſt him, 
ſhe then began to accoſt him in this Manner. My | 


Lord, /aid ſhe, I have a Hiſtory to relate ſo lit- 
tle of a Piece with thoſe I have already given 
you of Emanuella's Senſibility of your Merits, 
that I know not if you will forgive me' for 
relating it. EZmilius, whoſe Paſſion was infi- 
nitely greater than what moſt of his Sex, _ 

| 7 
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aul after Enjoyment, are poſſeſs'd of, could not hear 
1 . Words, . and wn" Emanuella from the 
place ſhe us'd to be always ready to receive him 
in, without an inexprefſible Diſorder, which he 
could not preſently overcome, enough to be able 
do ask what it was ſhe meant. The artful Trai- 


treſs, obſerving his Surpriſe, encreas'd it, by 
9 in this Manner. I ſee, my Lord, 


reſum d ſhe) you cannot hear any Thing which 


offers at a Diſcovery of Emanuel/a's Falſhood, 
without the utmoſt Concern ; Nor do I wonder 


at it, having been Witneſs of ſo many tender 


Proteſtations of an ardent Paſſion on both Sides. 


You may think it ſtrange, 2 that J, her 
Couſin, and her Friend, ſhould tell you this 

But what is there in my Power to do, which may 
conceal an Inconſtancy, which, tho' I ſhould in- 
vent ten thouſand Stratagems, in ſpite of me will 


"RE ſhow itſelf ? I might indeed have made ſome Ex- 


cuſe for her not ſeeing you this Night, which 
might have ſeem'd plauſible enough; but what could. 
I have ſaid, which could have beguiPd your Im- 
patience in the ſucceeding ones ? — Since then *tis 
what you muſt know, ſooner or later, I thought 


it the more generous Part to acquaint you with it 


early, and arm you for the Misfortune you will 
doubtleſs hear of in a little Time from other 
Tongues than mine, The enamour'd Count felt 
his Heart fink in him all the Time ſhe had been 
N and could hardly aſſume Spirit enough, 
when ſhe had done, to entreat her to let him 


know, in few Words, the Accident that had be- 


fallen him. I will, my Lord ! /i fre, - but firſt 
let me deliver the Meſlage I received from Ema- 
nulla : She bid me tell you, that having this 
Day an Account of that Ship, in which her whole 
Fortune was truſted, being loſt, ſhe cannot think 
of marrying any Man, but one whoſe Eſtate can 
make up for the Deficiency of hers, and that yours. 

| N C 5 Cannot 
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cannot, ſhe has been inform'd : Therefore there 
being a Neceflity of breaking with you, thinks it 
improper to ſee you any more How ! interrupt- 


ed the Count, no more but ſo E 4 Neceſſity. of breat- Wi 


ing with me!. See me no more / 


| Goop Heaven! is it poſſible ſhe can ſo ſud- 3 


denly recede from that Height of Paſſion ſhe laſt 


Night profeſs'd, and all at once degenerate into 
Coldneſs and damn'd Indifference!— But you 


miſtake her ſure, and what is Over-Tenderneſs 


miſconſtrue Hate——— You'll ſoon be able to judge 
whether I do or not, (reſum d Berillia, affecting 
an Air of lndig nation. — But I hal 

myſelf no further. Trouble, but. leave you to 
the Proof. — With theſe Words ſhe turn'd a- 
way, and ſeem'd as tho” ſhe would have gone out 


of the Arbour. 3 which Emilius perceiving, and Ml 


repenting of what he had ſaid, catch'd hold 


of her by her Gown, Stay, Madam, ſtay, {cry he; ) 


Pardon the Diſtraction of a Lover, and eaſe the 
Pains you've rais'd by adding more. Confirm 
the fatal Truth; tell me again my Emanuella's 
lt—— that ſhe is unkind — indifferent — falſe — 
and kill me with the Sound. Forbid it Heaven 
(refum'd ſhe, ſeftning her Voice, and fitting down 


= that Love ſhould have ſuch Power over 2 


eart like yours. Rouze, rouze, my Lord, 
your Soul, exert the nobler Faculties, think of 
her Deceit, Hypocriſy, Perjury, and forget her 
Charms. Had ſhe refus'd to marry you, thus fallen 
as ſhe is from all her Hopes, it had been a gene- 
rous Proof of Self-denial , but now *tis all but 
feign'd, ſhe imagines, ſeeming to un, ſhe more 
engages your Purſuit, and expects to be preſs'd to 
what ſhe. wiſhes ——and. ſhe will yield, depend 
upon it, if you. infiſt on the Performance of the 
Contract. Still, fill, (re/umed the impatient Count) 
you ſpeak in Riddles. But if ever Pity or Good- 
Nature ſway'd your Soul, let me conjure you, 

5 . | Madam, 
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1 The Untimely DiscovERY. 59 
15 | Madam, to explain. I will (aid ſbe but you ſhall 


4 = ſear firſt by every Thing that's holy, never to 
„utter to Enanuella, or any other Perſon, what 
: ME I am about to ſpeak. I do (cryd be) and may 
= juſt Heaven renounce me when I break it. Know 
- RE then (purſued /be) that you have been deceiv'd,. 
& ET betray'd into a fictitious Hope of marrying one 
o. who has been long ſince, if Vows have any Pow-' 
u WE er, another's Wife: Myſelf was preſent at the 
Ceremony; but the unhappy Man was driven from 
e | her Arms, e'er Conſummation of their Loves, 
„ Eraruella has a Heart too ſenſible of the ten- 
de der Paſſion to be long without an Object to 
to inſpire it: In the ſhort Interval you happen'd to 
+ WE addreſs her, you know to what Length her Ac- 
it WY ceptation of thoſe Addreſſes has carried her. —— 
14 She veil'd, indeed, her looſer Flame under a Promiſe 
14 of Marriage, which I have already told you was 
;) not in her Power to make good : However, it 
he ſerved for a Pretence, believing (according to the 
* Mutability which is imputed to your Sex) you 
1 would be well enough ſatisfied to decline your Claim 


before the Return of the Ship. Her Expecta- 
tions there being croſt by your Conſtaney, and an 


vs Account ſhe has lately receiv'd of the ſudden Death 
- 2 of her Husband, and the Loſs of her Fortune, ob- 
rd, liges her to act the artful Part, and ſeem to be 
of averſe to what is moſt her Intereſt to wiſh. —— 
or But now, my Lord! (continued ſbe, with a well-coun- 
len terfeited Concern )-T am arrived to the blackeſt Point 
ne of all her Character, and what indeed induced me 


ut to lay open all the reſt. She has lately com- 
menc'd a ſhameful Converſation with a Perſon: 


8 whoſe Name I know not; but whom if you had 
nd ever ſeen, you would with me acknowledge the 
he Depravity of her Taſte. But not to grow te- 
10 dious in a Relation which can afford you but little 


alle Satisfaction, ſhe now, tho” not till now, deſigns 
ou, to be your Wife, and only waits your proteſting 
m, 5 5 : not 


60 The Rasn RESOL VE: Or, 


not to live without her, to engage her yielding to 


fave you from Deſpair. Hell firſt ſhall ſeize her Wl 


| (cry'd the Count, tranſported with the utmoſt Fury) 
let her chuſe a Fiend from thence, the fitteſt Pa- 


ramour, and make the Wretch ſhe has choſe her Pro- 


perty. Berillia was in ſo much Rapture at the 
Succeſs of her Project, that it was very hard for her 
to counterfeit any longer the Concern ſhe had put 
on for the Baſeneſs of ſo near a Relation ; and there- 
fore, having afreſh engag'd his Vows of Secrecy, 
told him, a longer Stay might oecaſton Suſpicion 
in Emanuella ; and receiving a thouſand Thanks 
from him for her friendly Caution, took her Leave, 
and went to Emanue/la, with the Story ſhe had 
prepared for her. NAW 

SHE found that unhappy Lady in the Poſture ſhe 
had left her, extended on the Floor, in the moſt cruel 
Storm of agonizing Grief, and deſperate Love; but 
it was not in the Power of all her Sufferings to turn 
the Heart of this more than Barbarian ; and when 
ſhe ſaw her riſe to meet her, and heard her, with an 
Accent which might have melted a Heart of Ada- 
mant, .enquire how twas her dear Emilius look'd, 
what *twas. he ſaid, and a thouſand ſuch Queſtions, 
which her Tenderneſs ſuggeſted ; ſhe ſat for ſome 
Moments without making any Reply, and when ſhe 
did, it was in this Manner : I am infinitely troubled, 
my dear Couſin (/aid Berillia) that you employ'd 
me in this Errand : I know not what to do, whe- 
ther to relate the Truth, or amuſe. you with a 
Falſhood, be the moſt commendable ;- but ſummon 
all your Fortitude, arm yourſelf with Courage to 
diſdain the Baſeneſs, the groveling Diſpoſition of 
ſordid, ungrateful Man. Oh Heaven! (cry Ema- 
nuella, ready to faint with Apprebenſion) what means 
Berillial what has Emilius done! All that can 
compleat a Villain (anfevered ſbe) a moſt conſum- 


* 
8 8 
( 1 


Twict 


5 r 1 5 "FR 2 g * ny 1 N 5 
USSR en 8 . „ bY i 05h be 1 , . n 3 : 5 : , Ss 
4* 3 25 = RES eee * YT "= 8 . bu £776 SEL | 8 85 = SE us . 8 . 2 Hy *% 1 
; * I TOE y 1 r „ Wa. Ur Id UG CDC rRCR_sS 
, 3 9 l Re 


4 eo LS ms jb How wee a nn 


The Untimely DiscovzER v. 67 
_—_ _ Twice did the poor Enanuella ſwoon away, 
= before Berillia explain'd her cruel Meaning; but 
70 being eager to add to her Affliction, as ſoon as ever 

W the was in a Condition to liſten to what ſhe ſaid; 
Ss Ceaſe, deareſt Couſin (cd. ſbe to mourn ; ra- 
ther let generous Indignation fire your Breaſt, and 
arm you to diſdain not only the perfidious Count, 
but the whole Race of Man The cold, in- 
ſenſible, regardleſs Traitor, heard me with Tears 
W recount your Grief, and ſpeak what you endur'd 
in the Neceſſity of parting with him, with ſo un- 
mov'd an Air, as tho” he were no Man, or were 
unſkill'd in his Sex's Arts of Diſſimulation. At 
laſt he ſaid, he pitied your Misfortune, twas very - 
unhappy indeed for a young Lady to be without 
the Means of keeping up the Grandeur ſhe was 
born to, but that you muſt ſtudy Patience. 
that doubtleſs, a great many Ladies would be very 
willing to accept of you as a Companion, —— and 
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n he hoped you would not want, — bid me give his 
n Service,. and tell you that he wiſh'd it were in 
1 his Power to remedy your Misfortunes. —— I had 

not Patience, but revenged the Contempt with all 


the 3 that a Woman's Tongue, made keen 
by the moſt inveterate Malice, could utter; but 


ie 
le he appear'd as unconcern'd at this, as at any thing. 
, elſe 1 had ſaid; and making towards the Door, 


would fain have left me to rail by myſelf: But I 
detain'd him for ſome Time, on Purpoſe to vent 
the Fury I was poſleſs'd of: But at length he broke 


n from me, and left me almoſt breathleſs with the 
0 Struggle. Here ſhe ſtopp'd, expecting what Ema- 
f auella would reply; but what that Lady felt at ſo 
* unexpected, ſo ſhocking a Relation, was too big 


for Words I Silent the ſtormy Paſſions rolled in her 
tortur'd Boſom, diſdaining the mean Eaſe of ra- 
ging or complaining. ——— It was a conſiderable 
Time before ſhe. utter'd the leaſt Syllable : And 
when ſhe did, ſhe ſeem'd to ſtart as ir0os ſome: 

| read- 


* 
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dreadful Dream, and cry'd, It is enough ———. = 
in knowing one, I know the whole deceiving Wn 
Sex. =—wo—— Nor will I be a ſecond Time be. 
tray'd —— I'll hide me for ever from their Arts, 
their ſoothing Flatteries, their ſubtle Inſinuati- 
ons — no more [I'll hear, or ſee, or think of Man.. 
The beſt is baſe Emilius, Emilius whom I lov'd 
is baſe ! Few Women but in ſuch a Cir- 
eumſtance would have writ, and upbraided the 
cruel Deſtroyer of their Peace; but Enanuella's Soul 
diſdain'd thoſe Teſtimonies of continued Weak- 
neſs, which however bitter they may appear in 
the Expreſſion, the Meaning ſtill is Love; for the 
Indifferent give not themſelves the Pains. It was 
of this Sort ſhe now wiſh'd to be thought by Eni 
Aus, and this Diſpoſition help'd Berillia to keep 
any Diſcovery how much ſhe had injur'd him from 
her Ears. : EEE | | 
BEIN O determined never to be ſeen in Publick 
more, ſhe thought a Monaſtick Life the ſafeſt and 
moſt convenient Retirement from the World; and 
X communicating her Intentions to Don Jabin and 
Eq his Wife, (letting them know no other, than that 
| it was the Loſs of her Fortune which had made 
ker of this Mind) they ſeem'd to think it the moſt 
prudent Method ſhe could uſe ;. end the very next 
Day, without any other Confideration than the 
flying from a World in which ſhe believ'd it an 
Impoſſibility ever to be happy, went into a Nun-' 
nery of Pourctairs, making Choice of that Order, 
as being the ſevereſt; reſolving to puniſh her eaſy | 
Belief, and the Condeſcenfion ſne had made to 
Emilius, in as rigid a Manner as was poſſible. He, 
who after he had left Berillia, and began delibe- 
rately to weigh what had been told him, found it 
very difficult to believe it; and tho' he could not 
imagine for what Reaſon that young Lady, who 
kad ſo much befriended him in the Beginning of 
his Amour, ſhould invent Stories ſo much to — 
e 3 Fre- 
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— 3 Prejudice of a Relation who lov'd her, only to break 
vg off a Correſpondence with him; yet he was ſome- 
de- times about to write to Enanuella in ſuch a Man- 


ner, as without Breach of the Vow he had made to 
Bäerillia, would have given him ſome Light into 
che Truth: But the Confideration, that if ſhe was 


'd not guilty in the Manner ſhe was accuſed, yet that: 
Ar- the Ship in which her Effects were, was loſt, was 
the paſt all Doubt; and that to a young Nobleman, full 
oul of Ambition, and the Love of Grandeur, was ſuf-- 
ik fcient to abate the Vigour of his other Paſſion : Be- 
in | fide, he had already enjoy'd her; and where is the 


Man who dies for a repeated Poſſeſſion ? —— He 
| therefore forbore to examine any farther into the 
Truth of the Affair; and though he had ſome me- 
WF lancholy Reflections for a while, yet the natural 
= Gaiety of his Humour diverted them from doing- 
him any great Prejudice. f 
THE malicious Berillia triumph'd in having re- 
mov'd a Perſon whoſe ſuperior Graces ee 
hers unobſervable, and revel'd in the continued 
Poſſeflion of the Man ſhe lov'd without Danger of 
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at Reproof. Emanuella was the only unhappy Perſon ;. 
de and it was neither in the Power of Time, Abſence,. 
is Philoſophy, or Religion, . to obliterate the Memory 
5 of Emilius, or aſſuage her Sorrows. "77 "FR" 
p _ 


The EN D of the FIRST PART. 


A 
0 


— . 
- * 
- 2 [9 
$4 >» 
\ 
[ 4 \% \. 
7 [ 7 } a 
n N 10, ” 
by | — 
1 Pd 
Yell * 
- > BA 
. < 


0 
\ : 


THE 


RASH Resorve: ll 


; Untimely Diſcovery. 


* ac. am 


„ 
* 


ꝶ6mF— 


_ 


PART II. 


— —_ 


HE Paſſion which the Coun? had pro- 
Vfefs'd ' for Emanuel/a, was too ſincere 
co be eaſily thrown off; and tho' in 
his Circumſtances, it was wholly im- 
S228 proper he ſhould marry without a For- 
tune, yet he could not reſolve to quit 
her without the utmoſt Reluctance.— The firſt Storm 
of Indignation which the malicious Berillia had rai- 
fed in his Soul, was no ſooner over, than a great 
Part of his former Tenderneſs return'd. He con- 
ſider'd, that what he had heard was ſo inconſiſtent 
with her Character, and with her Behaviour, that 
had it come from the Mouth of any other Perſon, 

it would not have found the leaſt Room in ww 
5 4 ef. 
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32 : The RasH Rx$0Lve, Se. 65 
cf. Nor could he even from her ſet it down for 
WET ruth, in ſpite of the Improbability there appeared, 
chat ſhe ſhould have any Deſign in deceiving him in- 
to an ill Opinion of a Woman whom he knew ſhe had 
Reaſon to efteem. — This Diviſion in his Thoughts, 
made him for ſome Days ſufficiently diſquieted. Nor 
bas he a little amaz'd, and alarm'd, when he was 
told that fhe was retir'd into a Monaſtery. —— This 
WE Proceeding, he thought vaſtly incongruous with the 
RE Account Herillia had given him of her Humour; and 
hne was at the greateſt Loſs in the World what Judg- 
ment to form. — Fain would he have writ, — fain 
Ws would he have made her a Viſit at the Grate of the 
= Prclairs, but the Promiſe her Couſin had exacted 
from him, deterr'd him on the one Side; and on 
the other, the Reflection, that in caſe ſhe ſhould be 
ſound innocent, he ſhould be obliged to renew thoſe 
Pretenſions, which, as ſhe now was, were no Ways 
= conformable to his Ambition— However, he could 
not reftrain his Inclinations, which were yet very 
tender to her, and, perhaps, might in Time have 
weighed down Intereſt, if a Chance had not hap- 
pened in his Aﬀairs, which turn'd the Balance, 
and prov'd how little Dependance there is on Man, 
= when Love and Gratitude are the only Motives to 
engage his Conſtancy. 5 
= He was one Morning in his Bed full of uneaſy 
= and N ee Meditations, when his Servant 
wo t him a Letter, in which he found theſe 
ines : | EA 


To Count EMirivs. 


4 ® HAT you have wronged me in the moſt tender 
Part, I make no more Doubt of, than that you 
are a Man of Honour enough to endeavour a De- 
fence of aubat you have done. ] defire therefore that 
Jon vill meet me an Hour hence in the Field of 
St. Cruzada, either to repair the Izjuries you have 
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| done. me by your Life, or by depriving me of mine, put 


an End to the juſt Reſentment of 


OcrTav1o, 


TRE Surpriſe with which Emilius read this Chal. 
lenge, was proportionable to the Occafion. He could 
not imagine for which of his Actions he ſhould be 
call'd to Account by a Gentleman whom he had 
ſcarce any Knowledge of; whom he had not ſeen 
above two or three Times, and whom he never 
had any particular Converſation with : But be- 
—_— himſelf what a Man of Honour ought to 
do in ſuch a Caſe, he afk'd if the Perſan who 
brought the Letter waited for an Anſwer ; and be- 
ing told that he did, he call'd for Pen and Ink, 
and immediately return'd one in this Manner: 


To Don Oc Tavio. 


Should be wery forey to be enilly F an Injury t6 


any one; and am certain it is as diſtant from my 
Power as Inclination, to haue done any thing to you, 
ewhich cou'd juſtly occaſion a Summons of the Nature 
I have received: But fince I am accus'd of it, am 
ready to give you ſuch Satisfaction as becomes a Gen- 
tleman ; and to that End will attend you at that Time 


and Place appointed; being no leſs defirous to know: 


the Reaſon which has made you my Enemy, than you 
ere to declare yourſelf one ta + ES 
| 5 EM1L1Us, 


Ha had no ſooner diſpatch'd this, than he roſe, 


and making what Haſte he could to dreſs, was in: 


the Field little later than his Antagoniſt ; whom, 
as he came near, he found had his Sword ready 
drawn, which oblig'd him to put himſelf alſo in a 
Poſture of Defence : But being unwilling to fight, 
without knowing for what Ca . Don 
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Ld The Untimely DiscoveRy. 67 
*, p Ocravio! (/aid be) I have obey'd your Sum- 
WE mons ; but as I am yet unacquainted with the Mo- 
V10. tive which induc'd you to ſend it, I deſire you will 
= be juſt enough to inform me, before we engage. 


hal. vou ſeign an Ignorance (interrupted the other, fierce- 
ould = ) *tis impoſſible you ſhould not know, that Rival- 
d be ſhip in Love is what the Spaniſb Honour cannot 
had brook. —— Were the adorable Julia, leſs worthy 


f of my Paſſion, the long Addreſſes I have made her 


28 would ſcorn to yield to any new Pretender ——— 

be- therefore, defend the Wrong you have had the 
t to , Boldneſs to attempt, or tamely fall the unworthy 

vho victim of impatient Jealouſy. 

be- WW Tas: Words, and the Name of Julia, ſo 


nk, much ſurpris'd the Count, that he could neither 
anſwer them immediately, nor recollect himſelf 
enough to parry the Thruſt with which they were 
accompany'd, and he receiv'd a ſlight Wound in 
the Arm, and was very near ſuffering a ſecond, 
in a Place, perhaps more dangerous, before he 
bad regain'd Preſence enough of Mind to avoid 
it. But as his Surpriſe vaniſf'd, Fndignation kind- 
led in his Soul, and he ſoon let the other, know it 
was not Fear which had render'd him thus long un- 
active; the Smart of the Wound rais'd him to an 
equal Fury, and he forbore endeavouring to con- 
vince the raſh OZawio of his Miſtake, till he 
had puniſh'd his Unadviſedneſs. Being an excel- 
lent Maſter of his Sword, he not only return'd. 
doubly the Wound he had receiv'd, but by diſ- 
arming him, rendered him incapable of giving. 
more : But his Rage diminiſhing with his Adver- 
ſary's Power, he generouſly return'd his Weapon, 
defiring ſtill they might be Friends, and that he 
would explain what "twas he meant by Rivalſhip, 
and Julia, aſſuring him, that he had no Deſign: 
on any Lady of that Name. O&awvio, though. 
he had too much Honour to renew the Combat 
with a Perſon in whoſe Power it ſo lately had been 
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68 The RASH RESOLVE Or, 
to have taken his Life, gave him a Look which 
ſufficiently demonſtrated the continued Rancour 


of his Heart, and only telling him, that he knew 
Julia too well to believe ſhe cou'd love a Man 


without being firſt belov'd by him, flung ſullenly | k Ir 


away, leaving Emilius in a greater Conſterna- 
tion, than his Behaviour had put him in before, 
He could by no Means comprehend the Meaning 
of this Adventure, nor from what Source the Jea- 
louſy of Octavio had ſprang. He had heard much 
Talk of a Lady call'd Fu/ia ; but he had never 
Teen her, nor was he certain it was for her Sake 
all this had happened : But from that Moment he 
received a ſecret Wiſh, that he were indeed hap- 
23238 to be in that Lady's Favour, whom 

e had heard ſpoke of as one of the greateſt For- 
tunes in Madrid, and a celebrated Beauty. The 
bare Conjecture that there was a Poſſibility that 


| the might have ſeen and liked him, went a great 
Way towards the expelling his Paſſion for a Wo- 


man he had already enjoy'd, and who now no lon- 

er had it in her Power to conduce to the Grati- 

cation of his Ambition. He ſpent that whole 
Day in Enquiries what Sort of a Woman this Ju- 
lia was, how large her Fortune, and who they 
were that had made Pretenſions to her; and from 
all Hands receiv'd ſuch Accounts, as filld him 
with ardent Longings, that Of#awis's Jealouſy might 
have ſomething more in it than an imaginary Cauſe. 
He was told by ſome, who ſeem'd to know a 


good deal of her Affairs, that that Gentleman had 


for a long Time profeſs'd himſelf her Lover, 
but he had of late 2 deny'd the Privilege of 
viſiting her, tho” for what Reaſon, was yet a Se- 
cret ; and theſe Tidings half confirm'd the pleas'd 
Emilius, that he was more bleſs'd than he cou'd 
have imagin d. 5 

Bur, as to inform himſelf as much as poſſible 


of the Truth of this Affair, took up the Day, the 
| "ie 


* 
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Wicht was employ'd in Contrivances how-to make 
{> of den figs . of what had been told. He had 
bound out where ſhe liv'd, and alſo that being an 


ew 0 | l | . ; 
EZ Orphan, the Riches ſhe was poſleſs'd of were en- 

_ 2 tirely at her own Diſpoſe ; and nothing he thought 

= now remained for him to do, but to form ſome 


ig pretty Stratagem, whereby he might become ac» 
WT quainted with her, without appearing guilty of a 
= Boldneſs which might forfeit all the Kindneſs ſhe 
had for him. Few Men had been more fortunate. 


- in Inventions of this Nature than himſelf ; and 
ke tis ſcarce to be doubted, but that he would ſoon 
he RS have found one plauſible enough for his Purpoſe, 


if he had not been ſpar'd the Pains, by receiving 
in the Morning a Billet of a far different Kind than 
that which had been brought him the Day before. 
The Contents of it were theſe ; 


To Count EMIL1US, 


INC E we are taught, that of two Evils, tis 
beft to chuſe the leaft ; to awoid being guilty of 
Ingratitude, I am obliged to break through the Deca- 
rum of my Sex, by writing to a Gentleman, to whom, 
1 believe, I am altogether a Stranger. 4 
5 For the Wound you have receiv'd on my Account, 1 
= car do no leſs in Honour than apply a Balſam ; to which 
End 1 ſend you the moſt eæperienc' d Artiſt in this King- 
dom: And if the Puniſhment of the Offender may 
be any Reparation for the Offence, give you my ſolemn 
Promiſe, the raſh Octavio /hall dearly repent his In- 
ſolence, if I have any of that Power over him he 
pretends. | 25 
And though ſuch an Invitation may be thought tos 
reat @ Freedim, I. hall be glad to make you ſenſible 
Werd of Mouth, as ſoon as you are in a Condition 
to come abroad, how much I regret the Injury has 
been dine you, If @ Perſon fo hitle qualified to ne- 
Tf 


Fit your Conwerſation, has hitherto eſcap'd your Nuice, 


you may know more of the Sentiments of 


was but a Scratch, an 


ready, while he withdrew to his Cloſet to an- 
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the Meſſenger who brings this, can inform you wher, Toe” 


Jy umn, 


Ar rx having mentioned the Inquietudes he 
was in, to find a proper Method to introduce him- 
ſelf to this Lady, *twould be needleſs to expreſ 
the Pleaſure this Letter gave him. He command. Bn 
ed that the Perſon who brought it ſhou'd be 
ſhew'd up into his Chamber; and finding he ap- 
ar'd like a Gentleman, uſed him in the moſt 
ndſome Manner imaginable. The other ſoon 
inform'd him, that he was a Surgeon, and that 
he was order'd by Donna Julia de Venelli, to at- 
tend him with all poſſible Diligence till his Wound 
was cur'd. And though the os aſſur'd him it 
I unworthy his Regard, yet 
he wou'd needs apply a Plaifter to it; and pulling 
out of his Pocket a Scarf, made of Silver Gauſe, 
and curiouſly embroider'd with Crimſon and Green, 
and a Locket to faſten it together, which had a 
Cypher in it with Letters of her Name ſet round 
with Diamonds of a very great Value, told him, 
ſhe had ſent him that to bind his Arm. 
A Man of leſs Gallantry, and leſs Inclination to 
be well in the Eſteem of ſuch a Lady as Donna 
or would ſcarce have refus'd fo obliging 2 
Treſent ; and it is eaſy to imagine, that he ſuffer'd 
it to be put on with a Pleaſure ſuitable to the Fa- 
vour of the Sender. He intreated him to ſtay, 
and order'd a genteel Morning-Repaſt to be got 
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ſwer the welcome Billie, which he did in theſe 
Words. 3 . | 


* 


To 
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To the moſt Excellent Donna 
Jr iA de VENELLT. 


n 


HURT / trifling as that which 1 receivd 
from the Hand of Don Octavio requir'd not 


- 4 
= Balſam of that Divine Nature your Goodneſs has 
%%. —— You rather, Madam ! fhould have re- 


) | 
wr v your Pity for thoſe Wounds the Fame of your 
be cconpliſtments has already made but too deep, and 


aich (I had almoſt ſaid 1 fear ) your Eyes will ren- 
, incurable, but by. Death, or a Condeſcenſion, ſuch 
. would be the utmoſt Vanity to hope. But 
Wvhatever Deſtiny you inflit, cannot but be glori- 
s ; and certainly, the next Bleſſing to the Heaven 
living in your Favour, would be dying in the Pur- 
uit of it. . 5 

1 wear, moſt angelick of your Sex ! the juſteſt 
denſe of your unmerited Fawours at my Heart, and 
your admirable Scarf on my Arm; which tho it in- 
fuſes not Pains of the ſame Nature as thoſe of Her- 
ules's Shirt, will differ but little in their Conſe- 
quence, if ever you ſhould diſcontinue to allow. me 
phe Effects of that Infinity of Mercy you ſeem at. pre- 
nt paſſeſt of, and refuſe me the Privilege of aus- 
ig that I am Fei | | 
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The Divine JUL1A's 


na oy 

: : E verlaſting Slave, 

a- EMILI Vs. 
7 | 


P. S. F the Sword Octavio had emptied my Veins 
F the beſt Part of their Blood, that Tide of Extaß 
yeu have inſpir d me with, would fill them up again, 
and give a: nobler Life, and added Vigour, to bear 
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me to your Feet with humble Gratitude and ub. 
meſt Toys, — Delay then my impatient Wiſhes no I. 
ger, this Day permit me to offer up my Soul, an Ol. 
lation worthy of your Acceptation, no otherwiſe than 


- by its Sincerity, 


Tur Surgeon, who eaſily gueſs'd at the Ia. 1 


dy's Meaning who had ſent him, went away 
perfectly pleaſed that he ſhould be able to give 
for an Account of Emiliass Behaviour, which 
he knew would be ſo much to her Satisfaction. 
And the Count extreamly lifted up at this unex. 
pected Turn of good Fortune, forgot every Thi 
in the Contemplation of the Advantages he ſhoul 
enjoy in marrying a Woman of Donna Julias 
Quality and Eſtate; which that it was in his Power 
to do, he might very well ſuppoſe, when ſhe had 
made him ſuch Advances. It is not to be doubted 
but that he took all poſſible Care in the dreſſin 
Himſelf that Day, to ſecure the Conqueſt he ha 


gain'd ; and having no Orders to make a Secret 


of his Viſit to her, he went into his Chariot at- 
tended by two Running Footmen, and four others 
all in rich Liveries.— But, alas ! there needed not 
all this Pomp to engage the already enamour'd 
Julia: She had for a long Time been the Slave 
of Love; ſhe ador'd the charming Count from the 
firſt Moment ſhe beheld him, which happen'd to 
be at Church, ſoon after his Arrival; and after 
many fruitleſs Endeavours to become acquainted 
with him, and hearing of his Engagements with 
Kmanuella, ſhe fell into a Melancholy, which 
had like to have coſt her her Life. —— Don O#a- 
dio had made his Addreſſes to her for many 
Months, and at. firſt flatter'd himſelf with Hopes 
of. Succeſs ; but perceiving a ſudden Alteration in 
her Humour, immediately. imagined it to proceed 


from the Love of ſome other Perſon : And not 


able to diſcover any thing of the Truth, he at laſt 
| | 6 
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found Means, by bribing a Prieſt, (for what will 


not Gold influence the Minds of ſome People to !) 


to get into the Confeſſional Chair at the Time 


an A | when ſhe was to come to confeſs ; and by tel- 
WT ling her that her Melancholy, if not cauſed by 
ſome ſpiritual Remorſe for any Faults ſhe might 


have been guilty of, was finful ; and if ſhe did 
not disburden herſelf to her ghoſtly Father, and 
EZ endeavour by Works of Penance to merit Abſolu- 
tion, her Caſe was more deſperate than ſhe was 
aware of! frighted her ſo, ws naturally pretty 
much bigotted to the Religion ſhe had been edu> 
WE cated in, that ſhe preſently confeſs'd ſhe was in 


Lore. With whom? (cry out the pretended Ta- 


ber) for if it be = Perſon worthy of you, I will 
WE undertake to make you happy with him. To 
WT which again ſhe as innocently as before anſwer'd, 
Ennilius, a Roman Count lately arriv'd at Ma- 
4d. ſne had ſaid more, but the Lover could 
no longer counterfeit the Prieſt; he threw off his 
= Diſguite, and ſhowing himſelf to be Octavio, 


: 1 upbraided her Ingratitude and Falſhood, as he 


term'd it, and vow'd Revenge on his happy Ri- 
= val.——[t was in vain ſhe endeavour'd to deter 
W him, by threatning him with thoſe Penalties the 
Law inflicts on all who dare to prophane the Sa- 
crament of Confeſſion in the Manner he had done, 
His Rage was deaf to all Conſiderations, either 
of himſelf, or the Pri who had aſſiſted him in 


W this Stratagem ; and he left her in the Church, 


to ruminate on what had happen'd, while he 
went and prepared a Challenge for Emilivs, as 

| has been before related, — It is not to be ſuppos'd 
but ſhe had Spies to obſerve his Motions ; but 
they were either too careleſs of the Injunction 
laid on them, or too late to prevent him from 
fighting with the Count: But they brought her In- 
telligence of all that had happen'd; and ſince 
there was no Miſchief on either Side, ſhe was not 

Voile D 1 
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a little contented that ſhe had fo good a Pretence 
to write to Emilius. Nor after ſhe had received 
his Anſwer, can we imagine ſhe was leſs diliget 
in making herſelf appear as amiable as poflible, 
than he had been. Not only her own Perfon, but 
her Houſe and Seryants were all ſet forth to the 
beſt Advantage, and every thing ſeem'd fo rich, 
fo fine, ſo neat that by the Care that was uſed in 
making it ſo, the expected Gueſt might eaſily pe-. 
ceive how welcome a one he was. 3 
Tx E mutual Defire each had to pleaſe the other, 
very much heighten'd the Graces of them both... M* 
Julia had a Face and Shape to which Natur 
had been ſo extremely indulgent, that ſhe ſtood 
but in little Need of any Aids from Art; but hi 
ving had Recourſe to all that even the moſt Ci. 
rious had invented, joined to the Pleaſure which 
ſJparkled in her Eyes, at Sight of an Object ſhe hai 
Jo long and fo ardently languiſh'd to behold, h« 
Beauty appear'd with ſuch an Illuſtration, as re- 
quir'd a Heart better fortified with Conſtancy tha Wi 
was that of Emilius to withſtand its Charms 
And though, as handſome as ſhe was, ſhe was h 
many Degrees far leſs attractive than the abandond 
Emanuella ; yet he imagin'd her infinitely mor: 
J0.——O the Enchantments of Novelty ! the 
Delights there are in having ſomething to ſu WW 
due the pleaſing Fears the ſweet Wt 
Hopes, ——the tender Anxieties——the thouſand 
mameleſs, ſoft Perplexties which fill the roving 
Soul of Man when in Purſuit of a new Conqueſt! 
but after For are no more remembred — i 
Then cold Ciwvility ſucceeds tumultuous Tranſport = 
When preſent, forc'd Compliments ſupply the Place 
of Ardour ; when ab/ent, curs'd Inaifference that of 
impatient Longings,, and dull infipid Gratitui 
is all the yielding Fair can hope for, even from the 
beſt of Men. Emilizs now thought he had ne. 
ver ſeen any Thing ſo lovely as Julia, ani 
imme: 
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WT 


immediately became poſſeſs'd with as much real 


ne- 

rel Paſſion for her, as a Heart could be, fo liable to 
em Blutability as his was. Love and Wit inſpir'd him 
ble, with a thouſand engaging Softneſſes, which ſhe, 


3 eager to credit what ſhe wiſh'd, believ'd ; and tho? 
me had heard a vaſt deal of his Pretenſions to 
ch, Emanuella, ſhe now imagin'd him fo intirely her 
lin! own, that it never would be in the Power of any 
xr other Face to make the leaſt Alteration in his 
XZ Sentiments to her Diſadvantage——She lov'd with 
too ſincere and paſſionate a Flame to be able to 
dilguiſe it; and what ſhe confeſs'd not in Words, 
her Eyes ſufficiently inform'd him, and he reaped 
ood all the Satisfaction he could hope from this firſt 
Vit He had her Leave to declare himſelf 
her Servant. —— She promis'd to diſcharge all o- 
thers that pretended to that Title —— and let him 
know enough of her Inclinations to ſoothe Imagi- 
nation with a Belief ſhe would in a ſhort Time be 
brought to yield to all he wiſh'd.— Reſolving by 
his Aſſiduity to render himſelf worthy of the Fa- 
vours he had receiv'd, he waited on her every Day, 
and they were ſcarce ever aſunder but in thoſe 
Hours which Decency requir'd. 
% THERE was nothing of this Affair a Secret; 
the Jealouſy of OZawi, the publick Viſits of 
= Enmilius, and the undiflembled Condeſcenſions 
of the Lady, engroſs'd the whole Diſcourſe of the 
Town. But what became of Enanuella when ſhe 
heard this News, to whom the ill-natured Be- 
rilia immediately convey'd it in the worſt and 
moſt diſtracting Deſcription her Malice could in- 
rent! She doubted not of his Coldneſs and In- 
WB gratitude before, by the implicit Faith ſhe put in 
that Wretch who had ſo cruelly betray'd her; but 
| now to be told, to be aſſured, with a Million of 
the WT *ggravating Circumſtances, that he proffer'd to ano- 
ne: thier all thoſe Soul- attracting Proteſtations by which 
aud ie had been deceiv'd ——to know another was 
ame- 1 in 
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in Poſſeſſion of all thoſe Tenderneſſes — tho | WP 
ſoft Endearments —— thoſe tranſporting Fondneſſes, t! 
that once ſhe thought were hers for ever, gave | 
her Agonies, too terrible to be conceiv'd but b) 
thoſe who have felt the ſame: Yet, in ſpite of | 
all ſhe endured, ſhe ſtill maintaining her Refolu. | 8 
tion, of never ſeeing or writing to him more, firm | 
and unſhaken; and the more ſhe heard of hi; | 
Perfidiouſneſs, the more ſhe thought it beneath | ® 
her to take Notice of it. © 
Bur while ſhe was indulging her Deſpair fr 
the many Misfortunes which had already befallen 
her, Don Jabin, and his Lady, who were en 
treamly ſincere in their Profeſſions of Friendſhip 
to her, were labouring all they could for her Se. 
vice. They had a very great Intereſt with the? 
Chief of the Nobility, and were ſo induſtriom EY 
in exerting it, that the Caſe of this diſtreſſed Lad) 
being repreſented to his Majeſty's Conſideration M* 
in Terms the moſt prevailing, engag'd him to con- 
mand that Don Pedro, who was yet at Mads 
Mould out of his own Eſtate make up ſome Par 
of the Loſſes ſhe had ſuſtained ; which tho' hay (Wi 
ꝓening by the Uncertainty of the Sea, were prin: MT. 
rily occaſioned by him, in refuſing to bring ove: Wi 
her Effects in a more favourable Seaſon. The 
avaricious old Monſter had no Way to avoid thi ; 
Decree ; and the Grief of being oblig'd to obey it, 
together with the Stings he felt in his Conſcience 
for the many Crimes he had been guilty of, threv 
him a ſecond Time into a Fit of raging Mad. 
neſs, of which in a few Weeks he died un- 
pitied by the whole World. The Proviſion which ; 
by the King's Order he had made for Eman - 
ella, gave her kind Relations Hope, that they 
mould have her among them again, and they 
omitted no Perſuaſions, that the would quit that 
auſtere Life, and return to the World again ; but 
the had Griefs which were not in onus of 
$a | | eit 
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I tzeir Power to remedy, ſhe could not endure to 
think of living where there was the leaſt Proba- 
"bility of ſeeing the falſe Emilius; and all that 
as faid to move her to the contrary, was no more 
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— 
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10 4 than throwing Water againſt the Wind. Don 
ly. | Vabin and his Wife were both of them extreamly 
un troubled, that all they had done for her was in- 


wy effectual to reſtore her to her former Chearful- 
Ineſs; but perceiving that their Endeavours to diſ- 
ſuade her from a monaſtick Liſe, ſerv'd only to 
% ncreaſe her Obſtinacy of perſiſting in it, they at 

length gave her over, not without a Belief that 
the Severities of that Order ſhe had an Intention 
1 to embrace, would oblige her to change her Mind 
Ss ong before her Year of Probation was expired ; 
and that ſhe would in a little time be as impatient 


the W Ito quit the Convent, as now ſhe appear'd at being 
"Bs { ded to it 

dy perſuaded to it. | 3 ; 
: TukEsE good People were not deceived in 
= their Conjectures; they ſoon ſaw the Effect they 


aueſſed, though longer ignorant of the Cauſe.— 
„in a much leis Space of Time than they imagin'd, 
nanublla indeed wiſh'd herſelf in any Place, 
rather than that in which ſhe was; but the Mo- 
tive which induc'd her to that Deſire, nay, inforc'd 
her to a Neceſſity of it, was of a Nature fo ſhock- 
4 ng, ſo terrible to be borne, that it requires a Pen 
BE infinitely more {killd in Deſcription than mine, 
to repreſent a Condition of ſo conſummate a 
= Miſery, | 
Ix was not many Weeks ſince ſhe had been 
among the Pourclairs, and in that Time had not ſo 
much as once thought of the Conſequence, which 
Ein all Probability might attend the guilty Conde- 
ſcenſions, her Exceſs of Paſſion had yielded to Emi- 
der e: But now the Hour was come which was 
s make her know, that all ſhe had endur'd from 
= | the Cruelty of Don Pedro from the Loſs of 
: of her Fortune——from the Ingratitude and Falſhood 
heir | D 3 of 
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of the Man ſhe lov'd, were trifling Woes in Con 
petition with thoſe in ſtore for her... — 5 
found ſhe was now deſtined to go through all thu F 
can be conceiv'd of Shame —— of Miſery—-| 1 
Horror——in fine, ſhe found herſelf with Child - f 
with Child without a Husband ! —— with Child h 
a Man who ſhe had heard from all Hands was gol * 
ing to be married to another !-—-—and what va? ; 
yet worſe, by a Man whom ſhe zecounted the vile . 
and moſt perfidious of his Sex !— What Wod- E 
nay, what Imagination can paint out her Diſtei 5 
as it deſerves !--—She was infinitely more wretch - p 
ed than any other Woman would have been nj p 


the like Circumſtances, by the Addition of a ſup: 5 
rior Underſtanding and the Greatneſs of be 4 
Spirit, and that Fortitude which had ſo well en JS . 
bled her to bear all other Misfortunes, ſerv'd bu ;. 
but to encreaſe the Miſery of her Condition, ads 
prevent her from ſtooping to thoſe Meaſures h 
which ſhe alone could hope to ſecure her Reputs Wat 
tion, and ſcreen what had happen'd from the 
Knowledge of a cenſorious and unpitying Werd 
Had ſhe now written to the Count, there was 1 f. 
Poſſibility, that in fpite of his new Paſſion fo 
Donna Julia, all might have been well; ü 
former Tenderneſs on the Eclairciſement of h« 
Innocence, and the Treachery of ZBerilia, 
_— perhaps, have return'd : Or if not ſo, which 
indeed after Enjoyment could not be much e- 
3 ; yet Honour and Gratitude would at leaf 
ave obliged him to protect and ſupport her in 
thoſe Miteries to which her Love for him had 
reduced her: But this was an Expedient ſhe could 
not bear even to think on; and as often as it came 
into her Mind, ſhe would reje& it with all the 
Contempt imagin able. What (aid for) ſhall 
J deſcend to ask a Favour from the Man to 
whom I owe my Ruin ?———Shall T, forgetful 
of my Wrongs, ſubmit to be obliged to ho. —_ 
1 illain 
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villain that inſolent Diſdainer of my Truth 
and Tenderneſs? No, rather let me ſuffer all the 
plagues that Heaven can inflit, or Fleſh endure — 
et me be driven to Want, to Beggery—expoſed to 
publick Infamy, the Sport of every Slave — 
or tarrying here, be buried quick —it will be a 
ieſs Shock —leſs Horror than an Obligation to 
that intolerable Fiend I— the hated, loath'd Ei- 
% „, Thus did the Haughtineſs of her Soul, and 
> {tal Conſciouſneſs, how little ſhe had deſerved the 
Treatment ſhe had found, ſuggeſt. Nor was her 
BS R:/entment leſs pernicious to her than her Moagy; 
or as the one prevented her from making any 
Z Diſcovery to the Count, ſo did the other alſo de- 
bprive her of the Power of uttering the leaſt Hint 
of this Affair to Don Fabin or his Lady. Be- 
rillia was the only Perſon to whom ſhe could per- 
ſuade herſelf to reveal it: But Heaven had by this 
EZ Time began to inflict on that falſe Creature ſome 
Part of the Puniſhment her baſe Actions merited ; 
her criminal Amour had by ſome means come to 
her Father's Knowledge, and he had ſent her under 
the Care of an old Servant into the Country, far 
from Madrid, and the Converſation of her Lover; 
BE tho' had ſhe been in the Way of being intruſted, 
tis little probable ſhe would have been of any Ser- 
vice: But Emanuella, who ſuſpected not her Perfidy, 
received a conſiderable Addition to her Sorrows, 
by being told ſhe was gone. Pity is a prodigi- 
ous Alleviator of Affliction, the moſt violent Grief 
finds ſome Eaſe in complaining ; but when our 
Woes are of a Nature as will not admit revealing, 
1 they prey on our very Vitals, waſte the Spirits 
with unintermitting Anguiſh, and ſeldom fail of 

_ bringing on Death or Diſtraftion ! Nothing was 
ever more deſerving wander, than that this wretched 
p” Lady did not lay violent Hands on her own Life ; 
Fe but tho' ſhe wiſh'd to die, ſhe forbore being guilty 
| of that Act of Horror * the * 

4 N 


So The RASRH RESOLVE: O, 
of her Thoughts permitted her the Power of Con“ 

fileration, ſhe would begin to caſt about why ; 
Courſe to take; but then the Im poſſibility then, ; 
ſeem'd of her being able to find any, whereby ſh, Þ* 
might conceal her Shame, plung'd her afreſh in, 
Diforders, which at ſome Times were very little 
different from Madneſs. The Cruelties ſhe in.. 
flicted on herſelf in private, ſuch as tearing her Har? 
and Fleſn, faſting, paſſing whole Nights togeth Jl 
on the Floor; and inſtead of Reſt, giving herſef 
wholly up to the bitter Anguiſh of her Soul, woll! it 
be too tedious, and too melancholy an Account! fe 
How terribly ſhe was abandon'd to Deſpair, and t 
how little ſhe regarded what might befal her, 61 
evident, when the Effects of her now dearly repent. |S 
ed Paſſion, began to grow too great for Concezl. JS x 
ment. Taking the Opportunity of the Nanny WS , 


being on ſome Occafion open, ſhe went out in WY 
the Habit ſhe was in, without having taken any f. 
Thought where to go, or to whom ſhe ſhould ap- 
ply ; it was pretty late in the Evening, and the ;! 


Dusk favour'd her from being taken any Notice of; 
till coming into a great Street where were many 
Paſſengers, the Sight of them at a Diſtance gave 
her ſo much of Thought, as to be apprehenſive 
of being ſeen and known ; the Cathedral Church 
therefore of cur Lady being near, ſhe ſtepped into 
the Porch, and fitting down in a Corner of it, by 
that means conceaPd herſelf from the Obſervation 
of any body: But what avail'd it, that when the 
Darkneſs coming on, the Streets were intirely 
free ? She could direct her Steps to no Place, but 
where either Shame, or the Height of her Spirit 
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would not ſuffer her to go: Vet ſtill keeping up a 
her Reſolution, that whatever became of her, and Wi 
whatever ſhould be the Conſequence of her wan- db 
dering, ſhe never would confent to receive the WF $ 
ſmalleſt Shelter or Protection from the ungrateful t 

a 


Emilius; ſhe left her Covert, and began her Jonny. 
4 — 5 0! 
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tno' ſhe was inſenſible where ſne went, and wholly 
What“ incapable of deſigning any thing: Chance therefore 
her it was which guided her to that Part of the Town 
be which led into the great Road to a Village called 
into ine: The Knowledge where ſhe now was, for 
lite! being unaccuſtom'd to walk, made her but little 
i. acquainted with the Streets, gave ber a kind of a 
Har? ſullen Satisfaction; ſhe cared not whither ſhe went, 
ther ſo ſhe went out of Madrid; and the Force of that 
riclf BE Defire, ſtrengthen'd her to get a good Way from 
ould BS it, before ſhe found herſelf incapable of going 
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nt! 8 farther : But, at laſt, Wearineſs and Faintneſs got 
and the better of Inclination ; ſhe could no longer 
ö purſue her Pilgrimage, and was conſtrained to lie 


ent. down to take ſuch Reſt as ſhe could in the 
ea. Higbway.—— To add to her preſent Hardſhip, 


2% which confidering the Condition ſhe was in, was 
11 WT ſuch as no Woman but herſelf, perhaps, ever 
ary WE ſuſtained with Life, it began to rain ſo exceſſively, 
ap- that in a very few Minutes ſhe was wet to the Skin; 
the WE the Shower was ſucceeded by a Storm of Wind, 
of; and ſuch dreadful Claps of Thunder, as might have 
ny WE firuck the moſt couragious Heart with Dread. 
ave WS But not all the Horrors of this Hurricane, made 
ve WE more terrible by the Darkneſs of the Night, and 
ch the forlorn Silence of the Place not all ſhe 
no WE endur'd from its Fury, had the Power to make 
by WT her recede from that Reſolution ſhe had form'd, 
on A or wiſh for Shelter from Emilius. But in the 
he . midſt of this diſmal Scene, Fortune ſeem'd to off. r 
1 ber a Gleam of Comfort; as ſhe was lying, her 
) 


tender Limbs expoſed to all the Rage of the unpi- 
© tying Elements, and pouring forth Tears almoſt 
up as faſt as the Sky did Rain, ſhe pn when 
ad the leaſt expected it, a Light which ſeem'd to 


2 de in a Houſe not far off. She had ſo much of 
7 Self-Preſervation left, as to endeavour to make up 


to it, which with much ado, numb'd and faint 
A as ſhe was, ſhe did at laſt; ſhe found it as ſhe 
=” with'd, 
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wiſt'd, a little Cottage, for had it been any other, 4 
me would rather have continued as ſhe was, than 


gone to ask Relief where there was a Probability 


of being known. The poor good Woman of it, 
who was fitting up tending a fick Child, receiv's Þ* 
her with as much Hoſpitality as the Place and he! 
Circumſtances would afford: She pluck*d off her 
wet Clothes, and gave her a Gown of her o.] 


to put on, made a Fire, and brought her the beſt 
Refreſhments ſhe had. ZBut alas! the diſcontent- 
ed Emanuella was little capable of taſting any ; 
which her kind Hoſteſs perceiving, and * * by 
Her Garb and Mien that ſhe was a Perſon little ac- 
cuſtomed to ſuch Hardſhips, intreated to know 
what had occaſioned her travelling alone on Foot, 
and at ſuch a dreadful Hour and Seaſon. 'This En- 
quiry threw her unhappy Gueſt into fuch Returns 

over-preſling Grief, that it was a long Time be- 
fore ſhe could make any Anſwer ; but when ſhe 
had enough recover'd herſelf to do it, ſhe told her 
the Truth of her having made her Efcape from the 
Mbnaftery, only concealing the Reafons why ſhe 
did fo, and Lis Name : But the Woman having 
had many Children herſelf, ſuſpected the former, 
and pitied her extremely ; ſhe would fain have 
perſuaded her to go to Bed, but the other would 
not conſent ; and only een Nee croſs it, 
ſhe paſs'd the Remainder of the Night in moſt bit- 
ter Lamentations. When Morning came, ſhe begg d 
that ſhe might have thoſe Clothes which had been 
lent her, believing it might ſerve as a ſufficient Diſ- 
guiſe, if by any Accident ſhe ſhould be ſeen by any 
thit knew her ; and told the Woman, ſhe ſhould 
not only have hers in Exchange, but ſome Money 


do boot=—— To which the other willingly con- 


ſented, not only becauſe of her. own Profit, but 

alſo that believing ſhe was about to proſecute a 

Eng in which ſhe might be purſued, they might 
of Service to her. 6 
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felt as much Pleaſure at this Opportunity of tranſ- 
mographying herſelf, as was: conſiſtent with her 
Condition; and deſigning to go yet farther from 


Madrid, took her Leave. The extream Dirt of 


the Road made it impoſſible for her Feet, unuſed 
to tread ſuch Ground, to bear her as faſt as her 


5 Deſires would have carried her; but in ſpite of all 
ſhe ſtill went on, and without making any Stop 


either to eat or drink, till that Day was almoſt ſpent, 
Evening coming on, ſhe went into an Ian, beliey- 


ing now ſhe was far enough from Diſcovery—— 


Nature beginning to accuſe her that ſhe had acted 
an inhuman Part to the unborn Innocent within 


; | her, who bore its Share in all the Hardſhips ſhe 


endured ; ſhe ordered ſomething to be got ready 
for her to eat, of which having taken as much as 


her diſtrated Thoughts would give her Leave to 


do, ſhe went to Bed, and endeavour'd to compoſe 


herſelf. The extream Weakneſs ſhe was in, 


| a overcoming all thoſe Perturbations which had ſo 


long kept her waking, ſhe fell into a ſound Sleep, 


7 and in the Morning found her Mind as well as Bo- 


dy had been very much refreſh'd by it. ——She 
began to conſider ſeriouſly what it was beſt for her 


N to do; and that 1 Vivacity and Spirit, which 


had already carried her through ſo many Difficul- 


ties, now by Degrees returning, gave her Hopes 


10 he ſhould alſo get through this, with leſs Trouble 
than her Deſpair had at firſt ſuggeſted, and 
& reſolving to run no farther into Inconveniencies, 


ſuch as ſhe had paſs'd in that little Time fince ſhe 


= had left the Monaſtery, ſhe hir'd a Couple of Mules 


and a Guide to conduct her to the next Town, 
which ſhe was inform'd was Alcala: From that 


| ſhe deſign'd for Guadalaxara, becauſe ſhe thought 


the other not ſo far diſtant from Madrid, but that 
Don Jabia, to whom there was a Neceſſity ſhe 


muſt ſend for Money, might ſend ſome Perſon to 


know the Reaſons of her coming away in ſo ſtrange 
a. 
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a Manner.— Reaſon having now regained its Force, 
ſhe no ſooner had formed this Deſign, than ſhe be- 
an to put it in Execution; and the People of the 
House furniſhing her with Mules and a Guide, ſhe 
ot ſafely to Alcala, and from thence to Guada- 
ae without any thing happening in her Jour- 
ney worthy of Remark ; unleſs it were that ſhe, 
who but a Day or two before had ſo wholly given 
herſelf up to Deſpair, that ſhe ſeem'd to dare all 
Kind of Miſeries, now appear'd as careful of her 
Life, as before ſhe had been the contrary : But 
this will not be thought ſtrange by any one, who 
conſiders how impoſſible it is for the Exceſs of any 
Paſſion to continue; a weak Conſtitution, accom- 
panied by a mean Judgment, it immediately de. 
ſtroys, and Death or Madneſs is the Conſequence, 
as it happened in the Caſe of Don Pedro. But Ema- 
nuella had a more than ordinary Strength as well of 
Nature as of Reaſon, to ſtruggle with the Torrent 
of her, for a Time, impetuous Grief ; which at 
laſt enabled her to overcome it, at leaſt ſo far as 
*twas requiſite for Self preſervation, of which for 
a Time the had ſeemed wholly regardleſs. | 
Wu ſhe was arriv'd at Guadalaxara, ſhe took 
Lodgings in a private Houſe ; pretending that ſhe 
had a Husband whom ſhe expected to follow her in 
a little Time; and to prevent all Poſſibility of a 
Diſcovery, told the People her Name was Mercina. 
She took the ſame prudent Care alſo in the Direc- 
tions ſhe ſent to Don Jabin, writing to him in this 
Manner: | 


a2 
ES 


> wi A 


To 


oY 
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potent red ea 
. 


HE many Proofs I hawe received of your 
Friendſhip, would oblige me to conceal nothing 
from you, were there no other Perſon but myſelf concern- 
e. I entreat, therefore, that you will believe 1 
EZ made @ Secret of leaving the Pourclairs not out of 
EZ Choice, but Neceſſity 3 and as ſuch, wouchſafe to par- 
dn it. — My Affairs requiring an immediate Supply of 
Bt Money, I beg you will remit in Bills to the Value of 
about 1200 hundred Crowns, and direct them to be re- 
= ceiv'd by Donna Mercina, at Guadalaxara, near 
ES which Place I am; that Lady is my particular Friend, 
and will not fail to do me Juſtice in the Truſt I repoſe 
in her, —— 1 defire alſo that you will write under a 
Cover to her, an Account of yours and your good 

= Family's Welfare, for which 1 ball ever moſt ardent- 

h petition Heaven, being (however my preſent Circum- 
= ances may oblige me to appear the contrary) in 
= fncereft Manner, | | 
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11 Don JAB IxR's 

77 | 
=  Moft affectionate Kinſwoman 
1 And devoted Servant, 


EMANUELLA, 


P. S. I doubt not but your ac cuſtomed Goodneſs will ſtilꝭ 
extend itſelf fo far in my Favour, as to filence what- 
ever Aſper fions may happen to be caff on my leaving the 
Monaſtery /o ſuddenly, by ſeeming to have been pricyy 
| toit, and that it was for no other Reaſon, than the 

7 tuo great Severities practiſed by that Order, : 
| HE 
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Su might have omitted this laſt Requeſt: She 
was no fooper mifs'd, than the true Reaſon of he? 

e was blazed abroad. One of the N;, 
being more quick-ſighted than the reſt, had diſco. 
vered her Condition, and after ſhe was gone, re. 
lated it to the whole Convent. What is in the! 
Mouths of ſuch a Number, eſpecially of that Ser, 
which is ſeldom bleſs'd with Secrecy, and of that 
Sort too, who have little elſe to employ their Tine 
with, cannot be expected to be with-held from the 
Knowledge of all who have any Converſation with | 

them. Emilius, among the reſt, was inform'd of 
it, which very much help'd to confirm him in 
the Opinion, that all Berillia had ſaid concern. * 
ing her Conduct was true: Judging of her Actiom 


by that of the generality of Women, few of whom 


would have known themſelves to de in the Cir. 


cumftance ſhe was, without acquainting the Perſon 


chiefly obliged to Pity, with the Misfortune, — | 


He doubted not therefore but that it had happened 

him, whom that Monſter of Treachery had 
told him had fupplanted him in her AﬀeCtionz, 
and that that was the Reaſon ſhe had never writ- 
ten to upbraid the Change of his Humour in his 
Addreſſes to Julia, as he imagin'd ſhe would 
have done, if the had been innocent herſelf, — 
And theſe ConjeQures, which tho? in reality the 
moſt injurious that could be, appeared ſo reaſona- 
ble, that they entirely deſtroy'd all thoſe ſmall 
Remains of Tenderneſs, his new Deſire for an 
Object yet unenjoy'd had left him: And now 


entirely devoted to Julia, and to the Advante- | 


es he propoſed by marrying her, left nothing un- 
* which might engage her to conſent.— She 
who was half won before-hand, and had only made. 
ſome faint Denials for Form's Sake, eafily ſuffered 
herſelf to ſeem over-perſuaded to follow her Incli- 


nations; and they were married in great Solemnity, 
1 85 iD, 
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in a very little Time after Emanue#a had departed 
from Madrid. 


Bur Don Jabin, who had but too true a Gueſs 

at the State of her Affairs, and made no Doubt but 
chat Emilius was the Man to whom ſhe ow'd her 
"X Undoing, forbore to aggravate her Afffictions by 
"IX ſending her any Intelligence either of what was 
talk'd of concerning herſelf, or of the Marriage 
of her Lover: But ſending her the Money which 
FX ſhe deſir'd, and which he eaſily believ'd ſhe wanted, 


writ no more to her, than to intreat ſhe would 
continue to let him hear from her; and that as 
ſoon as her Affairs would permit, ſhe would return 
to Madrid. 

Tx1s Supply, and the Belief that every body 


| ö | ſhe had left behind her, were as entirely ignorant 


of her Circumſtances as ſhe could wiſh, made her 


; | as eaſy in them, as could poſſibly be expected. 
5 | Her Courage and uſual Fortitude now, with ſuch 


Succeſs exerted themſelves, that ſhe waited the 
dreadful Hour, which ſhe knew was ſhortly to ar- 
rive, with all the Refignation and Patience imagi- 


1 | mble ; and at the appointed Time brought a Son 


into the World, who, from the Moment of his 
Birth, ſeem'd to promiſe he would be an Orna- 


ment to it. 


I am of Opinion, that the greateſt Part of my 
Female Peruſers, will imagine this unfortunate 


© Lady could regard a Child, whoſe begetting had 


coſt her ſo many Tears, but with Indifference, and' 
that ſhe muſt have look'd on him with more Re- 
morſe than Tenderneſs. But Emanuella, as moſt 


of her Notions were vaſtly different from thoſe 


of the generality of her Sex, fo were they al- 
ſo in this. Had the Ceremony of the Church 
made Emilias as much her Huſband, as by his 
Vows he ought to have acknowledged himſelf ;. 
and had he never ſwery'd in the leaſt Tittle from 
that Conſtancy he had ſworn to maintain — 

© 
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ble, or that Ardency of Paſſion which he once 
profeſs'd, ſhe could not have lov'd his Son wi!!! 


greater Fondneſs- — Never did maternal Tender. 


A thouſand Lives: ſhe would have thought well 
given to have preſerved this Darling of her Soul.— 
All the Ignominy which this Adventure, if divulg'd, 
would bring upon her, was now no longer a Con- 
cern to her: Even Virtue was become leſs dear; 
and ſhe could ſcarce repent ſhe had been guilty of 
A Breach of it, ſo much ſhe priz'd the Effect, 


and it would only have been with Tranſports of | | 3 


unconceivable Affection ſhe had beheld the lovely 
Babe, if the Reflection how little it was in her 
Power to do for him, had not ſometimes given 
a Check to the Pleaſure ſhe took in calling him 
her own. — She felt, indeed, all the Mother's Jo, 
but with it infinitely more Care than ordinarily 
attends: that Title, and was, as it were, divided 
in her- Thoughts between Exceſs of Rapture, and 
Exceſs of Pain. —— But however ſevere the Inter- 
vals of the /atter might be, ſhe was ſufficiently invi- 
gorated by the former, to be able to ſuſtain them; 
and while ſhe had her dear-lov'd Infant in her 
Arms, and uninterrupted, gaz'd upon his growin 

Beauties, nor felt immediate Want of any Necef 


ſary either for him or herſelf, ſhe had not the 


Power to think too deeply of what future Miſeries 
might befal, her; but her ever-varying Fortune, 
which would not ſuffer her to continue long. in any 
ſettled State of Life, made a ſudden Change in 
her Affairs, which obliged her to other Conſidera- 


tions than thoſe which at preſent took up her 


Mind. 


Tur ungrateful Berillia, who, as I have be- 


fore taken notice, had been ſent from Madrid 
under the Government of a Fuenna, ſome little 
Time before Emanuel/a left the Pourclairs ; where 


ſhe was carried, was kept a Secret to every body; 


for 


neſs reach to a Height more elevated than hers, —. ; E | 


22 


5 85 . 8 V 3 NN 88 k HEE 3 8 3 — 5 ; * 
. % „% „ XA *%, ry, qH4 Wl = „enen . . todd fo tf mms htm 


Re CSE 8 
<= I — ov ys wy 22 oy — Woe py — Pach 


+ 


r 


The Untimely DiscoVERVYV. 89 


ſor the Cauſe of her being baniſhed her Father's 
Houſe, being her Intrigue with a Perſon he could 
not approve, he reſolv'd to take the moſt prudent 


"X Meaſures that he could, to prevent the Place of 
her Retirement being diſcover'd. The Perſon in 
EX whoſe Charge ſhe was intruſted, had a Siſter who 
S liv'd at a ſmall Village calPd Tortol, within a ſhort 
Mile of Gzadalaæara, and there ſhe was to be con- 
ceal'd for ſome Time. He had as good as made 
an Agreement for her going into the Convent of 
ES Franciſcans; but as he could not be certain, but 
that ſhe might be in the ſame Circumſtances with 

nher unfortunate Couſin, he was willing to be con- 
vinced to the contrary, before her Entrance; and 
EZ for that Purpoſe plac'd her at that Diſtance from 
Madrid, where whatever happen'd might be con- 
ceab'd. The Place where ſhe was kept being ſo 
near Guadalaxara, he writ to Morena, for that 
was the Name of her who was appointed Guar- 

dian over his Daughter, to make a little Journey 
thither. He order'd her to enquire for a Woman 
call'd Mercina, and endeavour by her Means, if 


oflible, to come to the Speech of Emanuella ; 
ut if that could not be accompliſhd, to in- 


form herſelf of the Truth of her Affairs, and 
give him an Account. This Letter happening to 
be brought when Morena was out of the Way 
on ſome Buſineſs, Berillia took it in; and know- 
ing it to be her Father's Hand, broke it o- 
pen. 


— She had, ever ſince ſhe had been 
there, thought of nothing but how ſhe ſhould get 


away; and was over-joy'd to find Emanuella was fo 


near, reſolving to take this Opportunity of making 
her Eſcape to her, not doubting but the Power 


| the other's miſtaken Friendſhip had given her over 


her, would furniſh her with Arguments to pre- 
vail on her to act according to her Deſires. She 
was kept entirely without Money; and the Belief 


| that ſhe was far from any body. who either could 


or 


1 


favour'd her Deſign, and it being but a ſmall ; 3 
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or would furniſh her with Means of making a» 
Eſcape, in Caſe ſhe ſhould deſire it, made her be 
watched with much leſs Circumſpection thay 
otherwiſe ſhe would have been; and ſhe had an 
Opportunity to go out of the Houſe the very Day | 
ſhe had intercepted the Letter. The Weather 


Walk to Guadalaxara, ſhe eafily reach'd it beſor-? 
Sun-ſet. | 9 
 EMANUELLA had not yet recover'd Strength 
enough to riſe, and was prodigiouſly ſurpris'd when? 
ſhe was told a Lady of good Appearance enquird ÞY 
for Donna Mercina, and would not be deny'd 
the Privilege of ſpeaking. with her. She 
had 3 no Acquaintance in that Place, 
and could not imagine on what Account a Stran- 
ger ſhould ſeem ſo preſſing to ſee her. — But the 
People of the Houſe acquainting her that they had! 
already made all the Excuſes they could for the 
Condition we was in, and that every Thing wa Ie 
ineffectual to get rid of her, ſhe was at laſt ob- 
lig'd to give Leave for her Admittance. The Room 
was made pretty dark, and the Bed - Curtaim Jt 
clos'd, as is uſual in ſuch Caſes: So that Berilliaa 
could not diſcern who it was ſhe was about t© 
ſpeak to; but deſiring that all who were in the 
Room might leave it, ſhe addreſs'd her in this Wt 
Manner: Donna Mercina (/aid /be) there is but 
one Excuſe I can alledge for this Intruſion, but 
that I hope will be a ſufficient one: I doubt not 
but you are acquainted with the Force of Friend- 
ſaip, and will not think it ſtrange that to prove 
its Sincerity will carry one to greater Lengths than 
this. I am inform'd it is in your Power to 
let me know where I may find Donna Emanuel, 
a. Daughter of the late Governor of Porto- Rice. 
Never was there a more tender Regard between 
Perſons of the ſame Sex, than that which my Soul 
paid to this: Lady, and which I flatter myfelf I 
| Was 
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WT was favour'd with from her; but ſome Accidents 
have for a long Time depriv'd me of the Blefling 
of her Converſation: Nor till this Day, could 
for many Months get the leaſt Intelligence in what 
part of the World it was I might hope to find 
"IT her.—T1 intreat you therefore to direct my Search. 
l am ſatisfied ſhe will not take it ill when you ſhall 
tell her it is to Perillia, her Coufin and her 
Friend, that you have made this Condeſcenfion— 
he Aftoniſhment that Emanuella was in, to find 
it was ſhe (for ſhe immediately knew her Voice) 
kept her from interrupting her till ſhe came to 
EZ theſe Words; but then the Joy ſhe felt at this Re- 
covery of a Friend ſo long loſt, and whom ſhe 
©, thought ſo perfectly in her Intereſt, broke out in 
. theſe Expreſſions : — Can it be poflible ! (cid Be, 
be throwing open the Curtains) Has Heaven in Com- 
ac paſſion of my Sufferings ſent my dear Berillia to 
ne W me ? — Come to my Arms, my beſt, my only 
Friend! Emanuelia will ever bleſs the Day which 
b- WT brought thee here. Tis on thy faithful Breaſt 
mn I may pour out the ſecret Anguiſh of my Soul. — 
'is from thee I may aſſure myſelf of both Ad- 
vice and Conſolation : Thou who ve, 
wilt p79 me. —— A thouſand ſuch like Demon- 
ſtrations of the fincereſt Welcome ſhe did give 
her, which the other return'd (as ſoon as the Con- 
ſternation, at the finding her ſo much ſooner than 
ſhe expected, was a little over) with all the ſeem- 
ing Truth, and tendereſt Love imaginable : And 
= what was yet more obliging to her than any thing 
& ſhe could fay to herſelf, ſhe kiſs'd and . 
the Child with an Ardour ſo like Sincerity, that 


one who had leſs Confidence in her might eaſily 
„have miſtook for it. When the firſt: Raptures of 


neſs, they n to relate to each other all the 
| Particulars of their Adventures ſince laſt they 
| parted : But when ZEmanue/la heard by _ 

«20M I eans 


this _— would permit them toi tall of Buſi- 
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Means Berillia had been directed to enquire 
for her, and had read the Letter Don Jabin had 
ſent to Morena, ſhe found ſhe had but Alatterq 
herſelf with an Opinion that the Cauſe of her 
Removal from Madrid had been a Secret, and 
could not forbear expreſſing how nearly ſhe was 
touch'd at the Loſs of that Reputation ſhe had ta- 
ken ſo much Pains to preſerve. And this Regret 
was of excellent Service to further a Contrivance 
which the wicked Berillia had form'd. She pre- 
ſently began to diſſuade her from all Thoughts of 
ever returning to Madrid: Nor (aid fe) ſince 
Don Jabin is ſo diligent in his Inquiries, can 
you be any longer in private here; tho' I have 
been ſo fortunate in intercepting one Letter, he 
will undoubtedly write again. Morena knows 
you, and in the Perſon of Mercina will Ema- 
auella be diſcover'd, and every Circumſtance of 
this Affair, related. I would adviſe you, fince, 
when one is determined to be conceal'd, all Places 
are alike, to call in what Money you have in my 
Father's Hands, and quitting Guadalaxara with all 
ſible Expedition, ſettle in ſome other Town. — 

or my Part, if I had leſs Reaſon to fly from a 
Father from whom I now no more can hope for 
Favour, my Love for you will oblige me to baniſh 
all other Conſiderations, and continue with you 
till Death enforces a Separation. The again 
deceiv'd Emanuella highly approv'd of this Ad- 
vice, and thank'd her for it, and for the Offer 
ſhe made of living with her, in Terms which the 
Intentions of the other were far from meriting. 
Since ſhe had reſoly'd to proceed in this Manner, 
the other reminded her, that ſhe muſt not delay 
it; becauſe if they tarried till the Account of her 
making her | Eſcape. from Morena were ſent to 
her Father, it might poſſibly make him ſuſpect 
his Letter had fallen into her Hands, and that 
they were together. Nothing could be more 


natural 
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tirely unknown to any body there, but alſo, that 


The Untimely Discove RY, 93 


= natural than this Suppoſition ; and. for that Rea- 


ſon Emanuella diſpatch'd a Letter to him im- 
mediately, with a Demand of a thouſand Crowns, 
that being the beſt Part of what was her Due; 


not doubting but by the Time it would come to 


her Hands, ſhe ſhould be able to take a'Journey. 
Berillia alſo writ a Letter at the ſame Time to 
her Lover, but the Contents of it ſhe took Care 
to conceal from her Couſm, only telling her it 
was co upbraid him for the many Misfortunes her 
Paſſion for him had occaſion'd her. After the 
Letters were gone, and they had concluded on 
every Thing proper tor their Expedition, they be- 
gan to make what Preparations they could for it, 
that when the Anſwers ſhould come, they might 
have nothing to do, but to depart. ——— Emanu- 
ella had her young Son baptized by the Name 
of Viforinus: A Nurſe was provided for him, 
whoſe Circumſtances would permit her to go with 
them to any Place they ſhould make choice of; 
Mules and a Man-Servant to attend them were hi- 
red, and every Thing contriv'd, ſo as to be ready 
at a Moment's Warning. + Tr 
How unkindly ſoever Don Jabin might take 
it, that Emanuella, who ow'd the being Miſ- 
treſs of ſo much Money wholly to his Interceſſi- 
on, ſeem'd to think him unworthy of her Confi- 
dence, which way ſhe deſign'd to diſpoſe either 
of that or herſelf, he did not fail to ſend it: And 
tho' her good Senſe and the Gratitude of her Na- 
ture, gave her ſome Shocks at treating him in this 
Manner ; yet the Artifice of the treacherous Be- 
rillia, join'd to the innumerable Perplexities of 
her Mind, prevented them from taking ſo great 
Root in her Refle&ions, as otherwiſe they would 
nave done. | x © tt 3 
ALcaLa was the Place they had agreed to go 
to, not only becauſe they were both of them en- 
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it being famous for Learning. Emanuel/a thought Wl 
the young Vickorinus, when he grew up fit to fe. 
ceive it, might have all the Advantages of i. 
without her being oblig'd to ſend him from he; 
Sight; a Misfortune, which her 'Tenderneſs r? 
him made appear to be the moſt dreadful that could! 
poſſibly befal her: And tho' it being much near. 
er to Madrid than the Place they were in, yet both | © 
of them reſolving to take up other Names, they 
might live there with as little Danger of Diſcover; I 
as In any other City. | A 

Ir being Evening when they ſet out, the 
lay that Night at an Inn about the Mid-way : 
Emanuella, who was too fond of her little Ji. 
torinus to ſuffer him to be one Moment from he! 
Sight, would needs have his Nur/e the Partner 
of her Bed, and Berillia had one to herſelf in 
another Chamber. Tho' on vaſtly different Sub. 
jets, both theſe Ladies had ſufficient to em. 
ploy their Minds.—- One paſs'd away the 
reſtleſs Hours in Contemplation on the many Turn 
of Fortune ſhe. had known, and in imploring He- 
ven, that where ſhe now was going, ſhe might 
find a Settlement for Life. —— The other. was ap- 
plauding her good Genius, for furniſhing her with 
Artiſice to bring about almoſt whatever ſhe under- 
took ; and flattering herſelf with a thouſand Joy: 
in Store, all owing to her own Wit, her own Fer 
tility of Invention, and Perfection in the Art of 
Diſſimulation. | 
| Ir was very early in the Morning when En: 
nuella roſe, and having order'd the Mules to be 
got ready, went herſelt to awake her Couſin ; but 
was not a little ſurpris'd, when coming into her 
Chamber, ſhe. was already. up, and gone out: How: 
ever, imagining no more than that, not able to 
ſleep, ſhe had aroſe, and was gone to take a Walk 
either in the Fields or Garden, bad one of the 
| Servants of the Houſe to call her. 0 12 5 
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I | (ſaid the Fellow to zvhom ſhe gave this Command) do 


you not know, that the Lady who laſt Night came 
with you, is gone? —— Gone | {cry'd foe) what 
mean you? She can be gone no farther than to 
take a little Morning Air, therefore prithee make 


FT haſte to find her, and let her know we are read 
do proſecute our Journey. Alas! ſreſum d he) I 
fear ſhe has deceiv'd you —T give you my Word, 
that if ſhe continued to ride as ſhe ſet out, ' ſhe 
is, by this Time, ſome Leagues off. Emanuella 
could by theſe Words think no other than that he 
EZ who ſpoke them was miſtaken in the Perſon ſhe 
EZ enquir'd for, and therefore took the Pains to de- 
EZ ſcribe her to him: But he preſently told her, that 
EE he very well knew who it was ſhe meant; that 
they had no other Gueſts in the Houſe but thoſe 
that came with her, and that a young Chevalier 

# well-mounted had come by Day-break, and took 


her away with him. I leave the Reader to judge 
what an Aftoniſhment this Intelligence muſt create 


4 in the Mind of her who heard it: She was for 
ſome Time unable to give any Credit to an Infor- 


mation ſo highly improbable to be true; but 
when ſhe return'd to her Chamber, and found that 
not only every Thing that belong'd to her was 


W miſling, but alſo a little Cabinet, which ſhe had 


entruſted to her Charge, in which was contain'd 
moſt of the Money ſhe had receiv'd from Don 


9 Jabin, *tis hard to ſay, whether Amazement 
& for ſo baſe and cruel an Action, or Grief for the 


Misfortunes it muſt of Neceſſity ſubje& her to, 
was moſt predominant in her Soul to be be- 
tray'd, robb'd, and forſaken in ſo barbarous a 
Manner, by the Perſon whom of all the World 
the had placed the greateſt Confidence in, to 
be expoſed with her dear Infant to all the Miſe- 
ries which attend Poverty, to loſe at one 
Stroke all that ſhe had in the World, — no Means 
left her to make the leaſt Proviſion againſt Want 

| and 
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and Beggary, was ſomething ſo ſhocking, ſo dreaq. |! 
ful, as rendred all her Courage uſeleſs. . She c 
went into the Room where Nzr/e was drefling he 
young: Maſter for his Journey, and the Sight c 
im made the Reflection of the Loſs ſhe had tu. 
tain'd more terrible to be borne : She had not 
Words preſently to relate what had befallen her . 
And when the good Woman, eaſily perceiving by 
her Countenance that ſomething of III had ha- 
pen'd, entreated to know the Matter; ſhe coull 
get no more from her, for a good while, than, 0 
Nurſe, I am undone J=——But that (cry'd fe) is2 
trivial Woe, that lovely Babe, that Charmer « i 
your Breaſt, is ruin'd, =—— we muſt ftarve, Nurſe! 
er for Want of Bread, the little All ve 
had is loſt — no Means is left us for Support. 
no Hope but in the Grave. With theſe and 
the like Exclamations did ſhe make the other ſen. 
ſible, ſomething very unfortunate had happen'd; 
but what it was, ſhe was far from being able to Wl 
gueſs ; till her Miſtreſs having a little more recol- Wi 
lected herſelf, at laſt acquainted her with the whole 
Story. Never did any one bear a greater Part in 
the Sufferings of another, than did this faithful 
Creature in thoſe of Enanuella; the Affabili. 
ty and Kindneſs with which ſhe had been treat. 
ed by her, had gain'd as great an Intereſt in her 
-AﬀeQions in the ſhort Time ſhe had been with her, 
as tho” ſhe had been bred up with her; and then WW 
her Tenderneſs for the young Victorinus, was 1 
more than equal to that which Mothers ordina- 
rily feel for their own Children. ——— She join d Jo 
in all her Lamentations, and vented ten thor: 
ſand Curſes on the perfidious and ungrateful Cauſer by 
of them: But perceiving that this rather encrea- Wy © 
ſed the Diſtraction of Emanuella, than any way 4. 
comforted her, ſhe began to change her Talk, " 
begging her to be as eaſy as ſhe could, and to pro- Ne 


ceed in her Journey to Alcala; and having ” | 
2 quir 
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L uid which Way Berillia and her Conducter 
©. ook; and being inform'd, they went towards that 
Town, ſhe endeavour'd to inſpire her with a Hope 
hat they might be heard of there. There was 
Indeed but little Probability in this Conjecture; but 
this was not a Place to continue in, the diſtreſs'd 
lady thought ſhe might as well go there as to any 
ther Place; and complying with the Perſuaſions of 
er Nur/e, they left the Inn, and in a ſhort Time 
EErrived at Alcala. . | Ih 
Nos z's Predictions had ſo much of Truth 
En them, that on Enquiry they found that ſuch 
rerſons as thoſe they ſought had paſſed through 
che City, but had ſtaid no longer than to take a 
mall Refreſhment, and were gone on the Road 
to Madrid. To ſend any body after them Ema- 
ella knew would be in vain ; becauſe it was 
 ESmpoſible they would tarry there, on the Account 
ef Don Jabin : Therefore ſhe was obliged to ſit 
own with the Misfortune, without the leaſt Hope 
be ſhould ever have any Reparation for it; but 
with what racking Reflections, thoſe who will 
but give themſelves the Trouble of thinking what 
Woman in her Circumſtances muſt feel, will be 
better able to judge, than all the Deſcriptions I 
could give, would make them. 
= WHarT now could this unhappy Lady do? She 
vas in a Place where ſhe was entirely unacquainted, 
Wthough that ſhe was ſo, was the only Conſolation 
ihe had; ſhe had no Means of providing for herſelf 
Sand little Family, and when the Charges of her 
Journey were defrayed, had ſcarce any Money 
remaining. No Condition ſure was ever ſo 
calamitous as hers, — Her Spirits had doubt- 
leſs ſunk beneath the Weight of Sorrow, which 
oppreſs'd her, if the Vigour of her Care for her 
dear Child had not kept them up. —— Something 
muſt be thought on for the procuring for him the 
Neceſſaries of Life, whatever ſhould become of 
Vo r. IV. E 5 her- 
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herſelf— and think nothing too much 0 

do for him, ſhe threw off the fine Lady, endes 

vour'd to forget whoſe Daughter ſhe was, and ti 
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Hopes ſhe was bred to, and ſubmitted to the mea 
eſt 2nd moſt ſervile Offices for Bread. one 
took a little Lodging in the clieapeſt Part of tl 
Town, and leaving her Nurſe at Home to th 
Care of that which was much dearer to her thu 
all other Conſiderations, ſhe went. every Day 6 

a Convent in that City; where doing Services iu 

the Nuns-in the Manner of an Out or Lay-Sif,, 

ſhe made a Shift to get as much as maintain'd then 

tho' in a Manner which none who had known til 
before theſe Misfortunes came upon her, col 

have believ'd ſhe could have liv'd to endure. 

what will not Love enable one to go through 
what Difficulties are ſo great but Inclination eu 
| ſurmount ! She condeſcended to every thing will 
Chearfulneſs, for. the Sake of Yiforinus ; u 
while ſhe fed her longing Eyes with gazing on lil 
Infant-Charms, and claſp'd the lovely Innocent ii 
her Arms, ſhe thought herſelf not wretched ; a 
paſſing all the Night in that ſweet Employmen 
forgot the Hardſhips of the Day. In ſpite of tl 
real Coldneſs with which ſhe had been treated vil 
Emilius, and the monſtrous Ingratitude and B:klil 
neſs ſhe had been made to believe him gui 
of, her Soul ſtill confeſſed the Graces of his a 
ſon ; his Image was too deeply impreſs'd in 
Mind, ever to baniſh it thence, tho” effac'd ali 
blotted by the Memory of his Crimes. The 
tle Vickorinus had Features ſo perfectly rien 
bling his, that there wanted but Age to mai 
them appear the ſame; and this Likeneſs, not i 
little added to the Fondneſs ſhe otherwiſe had i 
him. All the Paſſion ſhe once had for the Tati 

was now tranſmitted to the Son; which join'd ti 
the ſoft Care which all who are Mothers feel, rai 
hers to the moſt elevated Pitch that Humanity 

capable of being inſpir'd with. Bu! 

3 3 | 
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3 L Byr, to proſecute the melancholy Hiſtory of 
her Misfortunes ; ſhe had languiſh'd away (for it 


W_ W could not be call'd living) ſeven or eight Months 
at Alcala, in the Manner already repreſented, with- 
out ſeeing, or being ſeen by any body ſhe knew; 


bot 'tis probable the one might be owing to the 
little Notice ſhe took of every thing, but what con- 
= cern'd her Bufineſs, and the other to the Station 
he was in, fo far different from that in which 
any one would have imagin'd to have found the 
= :ccompliſhed, and once ſo much ador'd Emanu- 
. But one Day being at the Cloyſter- Gate 
on her uſual Employment, ſhe ſaw a handſome 
young Fryer waiting to be admitted to ſpeak with 
che Abbeſs; happening to ſtay a little longer than 
as cuſtomary, ſhe had an Opportunity of conſi- 
(dering his Face, and fancying at firſt Sight ſhe 
knew him, on looking more heedfully, ſoon diſ- 
covered him to be Don Octavio, one whom ſhe 
bad formerly many Opportunities of converſing 
nt (with at the Honfe of Don Jabin, and whom ſhe 
ſince had heard had fought with Emilius on the 
nen Account of Donna Julia. Curioſity made her 
enquire of ſome of the Nurs, who ſhe perceived 
knew him, what had been the Occaſion of his be- 
oming one of the Religious; and was told by 
them, that it was occaſton'd by Deſpair : That Ho- 
our preventing him from attempting any thing 
gainſt a Rival who had given him his Life, he for- 
ook the World as ſoon as his Hopes were at an 
e nd, by the Marriage of Julia with the Count; 
eſen and that the 4532/5 of that Nunnery being his Aunt, 
be came there to pay his Duty as he paſs'd through 
not Acala in his Way to ſome other Part of the Coun- 
d try. Enanuella had experienced too much of 
ate Love and Deſpair, to be ſurprized at the Effect 
nd he found thoſe Paſſions had caus'd in him; and it 
rast was with Compaſſion only ſhe reflected on a Change 
ity little to be expected * that Gaiety, which he 
| 2 Was 
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was once the moſt fam'd for of any Chevalier in 
Madrid. She was highly ſatisfied however in her 
Mind, that her Dreßz and the Alteration of her 
Circumſtances, had ſo much diſguis'd her, that a 
Perſon who had been ſo perfectly acquainted with 
her Face, ſhould not have any Notion he had ſeen 
it before, and began to live with more Security in 
her Thought, that ſhe might continue undiſcover'd, 
though ſhe ſhould happen to be ſeen even by Em 
Jiu Fimſelf, the Perſon of all the World from 
whom, as ſhe then was, ſhe moſt deſir'd to be 
conceal'd. But, alas! it was not ordain'd for this 
unhappy Woman to have any Part of her Wiſhe, 
compleated ; ſhe but hoped to live and die in thi 
forlorn Obſcurity, and that alſo was denied her: 
It was but a few Days after ſhe had ſeen Ochs 
io, that a Lady, called Donna Facinta del Fl. 
rezeda, a young Widow of a vaſt Eſtate, who 
us'd frequently to come and paſs ſome Houn 
in Converſation with the Nuns, deſir'd to ſpeak 
with her; ſhe had often ſeen her at the Convent, 
and taking more Notice of the Delicacy of her Hand; 
and Complexion, the Sweetneſs of her Voice, and 
the graceful Manner in which ſhe deliver'd her 
Words, than many others who had the ſame Op- 
portunity of obſerving her, imagin'd ſhe had been 
_ educated in a Faſhion which might deſerve a bet- 
ter State of Life than what ſhe at preſent liv'd in; 
and having ſome young Children, believ'd ſhe might 
be a proper Perſon for a Governeſs : She diſcourſed 
her on that Head, and putting many. Queſtions to 
make Trial of her Capacity, found it ſo infinitely 
beyond what even her good Opinion had ſuggeſted, 
that ſhe immediately made her an Offer of coming 
into her Houſe, and aſſur'd her of Uſage mere like | 

a Siſter than a Servant. | . 
Tuts Propoſal, though an extraordinary Favour, 
(for Donna | Facinta was not only one of the 
greateſt, but beſt Woman in the Place) war not 
5 toge· 
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in 

her „ eogether ſo agreeable to Emanuella as the o- 
her oY opted - In the firſt Place, ſhe knew 
t 2 not how to part with that dear Babe, whom as yet 
1th me had never been abſent from one Night, and 
cen whom her very Soul was wrapt in. And 
in in the next, ſhe was unwilling to go into a Family 
nere ſhe knew there was always a great Variety 
1. of Company, for fear ſome one or other might 
om happen to know her. The firſt of theſe Rea- 
be ſons ſhe made no Scruple of acquainting Donna 
his cini with, and the other ſhe palliated, by 
vs WA aying ſhe was of a Diſpoſition too melancholy 
his WW to endure the Sight of many People; and for that 


WE Cauſe fear'd ſhe might be unfit for the Employment 


70- WS ſhe would engage her in. — But the oblig- 
1. ing Lady would not be denied by any Means; ſhe 
ho had taken a Fancy to her, and was reſolv'd to have 
un her: She told her ſhe commended the Love and 
ak Care ſhe ſeem'd to have of her Child, and that ſhe 
1%, would be far from endeavouring to alienate an Af- 
ds fſection ſo praiſe-worthy, or make her unhappy by 
nd _ her from that which the ſo dearly priz'd. 


WE You ſhall have your Child. with you, /aid fe, both 
that and a Nurſe to look after it ſhall be as wel- 
come as yourſelf ; and as it grows up, I will un- 
dertake to give him an Education equal to my 
own: And as for your other Objections, though I 
W think Company the beſt Relief for Melancholy, I 


ed will not preſs you to come into it. You ſhall 
to ſee no body but thoſe whom you think fit. 

ly Nor will I exact any thing from you, but what ſhall 
d, be agreeable to your own Inclinations. There 


ng appeared ſo uncommon a Good-Nature and Frank- 
ves in this Lady, as well as Advantage in the 

Offer ſhe made her, that Emanue//a muſt have 
r, thought herſelf both her own and Child's Enemy 


he to have refus'd it. She accepted it therefore 
with all the Acknowledgments of Gratitude ima- 
e Linable, and immediately went home to put herſelf. 


E 3 in 


* 


* 


102 The RASH RESOLVE : Oy, ; 
in as good a Capacity as ſhe could, to return t 
this kind Patroneſs for good and all. Her poor 
Narſe was over-joy'd when ſhe heard the News; 
and every thing being ready in a few Hours, al 
the little Family remov'd from daily Care, Scar. 
City, and ſometimes Want, to Eaſe, Plenty, and 
Chearfulneſs : They were received with a Wel. 
come far beyond their Expectations; had an Apart. 
ment afſign'd for them, as though they had been 
Gueſts, not to be continu'd Inmates of the Houſe: 
The Servants were ordered to treat Emanuellg, 
who had now given herſelf the Name of Placillia, 
with all the Reſpect imaginable, and her Nur/e with 
the ſame Kindneſs, as it it were their own young 
Maſter ſhe attended. Donna Facinia was ( 
far from promiſing more than ſhe intended to per- 
form, that, on the contrary, her Wordt came in- 
finitely ſhort of her Deeds. Nor was ſhe of that 
flaſhy, uncertain Temper which ſome People are of, 
though accounted good-humour'd too, of being one 
Day extravagantly fond of thoſe they call Friends, 
and the next ſcarce owning they have any ſuch 
Acquaintance : She was always the fame, always 
in one Temper, unleſs it were that her AﬀeCtions 
ſeem'd every Day to encreaſe to her new Compi- 
nion; but that is little to be wonder'd at, ſince 
this unhappy Fair had a Stock of Charms in her 
Converſation and Behaviour, which were not to 
be diſcovered all at once: The Amendment in her 
Manner of Living made alſo ſo great a one in her 
Looks, that ſhe was hardly to be known for the 
Perſon who uſed to be employ'd in Meſſages, or 
whatever other mean Office the Nuns had no more 
Diſcernment than to put her to. — She now 
began to reſume her former Charms, and appear 
again herſelf. Jacinta perceiving her skill in 
Muſick, Painting, Philoſophy, and all thoſe Ac- 
compliſhments which few but thoſe of Quality can 
afford, or at leaſt take the Pains to have their Chil- 
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arten inſtructed in, could not be perſuaded but that 


3 me was of noble Deſent, and frequently ſollicited 
Ws: ber to give her the Hiſtory of her Life ; but the 
other could not be prevailed upon to relate more 
ar. khan that her Father was a Gentleman in a diſtant 
and part of Spain, and that by marrying againſt his Con- 
741. (ent to a Perſon who was now dead, ſhe had been 
it. reduced to many Misfortunes. This was a Story 
4. me had framed for all who had enquir'd into her 
e: Affairs; nor could all the Kindneſs of this Lady 
la WE oblige her to reveal the Truth: Her Nur/e was al- 
1% bo extreamly faithful to the Truſt ſhe had repoſed 
ik in her, nor ever divulged the leaſt Hint of thoſe 
ro AY Affairs ſhe knew, which though but a ſmall Part, 
þ BE was yet enough to have made all that her Miſtreſs 
er. WE had faid appear fabulous. | | | 
in. Tus did ſhe live as happy as a Perſon can 
at live, who lives dependant on the Favour of ano- 
her: That good Lady took care to confer her Ob- 


nations in ſuch a Manner, that they ſhould be as 
WE little as poſſible uneaſy to the Receiver; and the 
other was ſo ſenfible of her Favours, that ſhe at 
length became hers as much through Inclination 
E 8 had continued with her about 
a Year, without any thing happening of Moment, 


n = | and ſhe was beginning to think Fortune was grown 
1 weary of perſecuting her, and would permit her to 
continue in that Aſylum of Tranquillity which ſhe 


now enjoy'd: She had no Reaſon to imagine ſhe 
ſhould not live and die with this kind Friend; and 

the Experience of her Goodneſs to herſelf, gave 
her a Certainty that the young Victorinus would 
find the Effects of it in as full a Manner, as if 
| ſhe were to live. — She would often talk to 
Donna Facinta in this Manner, who, though 
ſhe never heard her without renewing the Promiſes 
ſhe had before made her, yet ſhe endeavoured to 
put her off from ſuch Kind of Diſcourſes, becauſe 


ſhe thought them a Kind of Food to that Melan- 
2 E 4 cholyx 
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choly ſhe ſeem'd but too much to give W 
to. They were ſitting together one Day, wha 
a Gentleman and Lady, attended by a griff 
Number of Servants, alighted at the Gate, which | 
oblig'd Donna Jacinta to go to receive then 
Emanvella continued in her Chamber; the oth 
perceiving how much averſe ſhe was to be ſen 
by any body but the Family, had for a god, 
while left ſolliciting her to come into Company; 
| but ſhe had not now remain'd long alone, beſon 
ſhe came running into the Room, deſiring her te 
would oblige her ſo far as to come down. — 
She told her, the Perſons that came to viſit he 
were her near Relations, and that the Lady, wi 
was moſt paſſionately fond of her Huſband, aw 
had no Children by him, had happen'd to («i 
the little Vickorinus at play in the Garden, an 
im2gin'd him ſo like her Lord, that ſhe expreſvi 
a prodigious Impatience to fee the Mother. 1 
would be impoſſible to repreſent the Perturbat-Wn 
ons of Emanuella's Soul, all the Time ſhe hea 
her ſpeak, - ſhe began to think of ſome-Wil 
thing, though at preſent ſhe could not well tl 
of what. a Sort of diſtant Gueſs,. — 
wild Notion of a Poſſibility of fome wonderful 
Event, — a thouſand incoberent unconneRed [dey 
ran in an Inſtant through her Mind, and almoſt threy 
her into a Swoon. Baa Facinta was extreamlf 
ſurpriſed to find ſo ſudden an Alteration in her 
Countenance, and aſk*d her if ſhe were not well. 
No, Madam (anfaver*d foe, ſcarce able to ſpeal) ai * 
therefore intreat you would excuſe my appearing 
before this Company. I know not how to do i 
(reſum'd the other) fince they are ſo very preſing 
but will endeavour it at your Requeſt - 
though 1 could wiſh (added ſbe) that I could previi 
on you : The Lady, who is my Coufin Germain, 
is marry'd to a Count of the Empire, and it maj 
be prodigiouſly in their Power to ohe had 
| Oppar 
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I Opportunity to ſay no more, the Perſon ſhe was 
pbeaking to, was now incapable of hearing her, 


rei ad fallen at her Feet on the Floor, quite ſenſe- 
dic es. Amaz'd as ſhe was, ſhe omitted no- 
te hing for her Recovery, and throwing Water on 


er Face, ſoon brought her to herſelf; but the 

rorrent of Tears which guſh'd from her Eyes, as 
eon as ſhe open'd them, — the Sighs, which at 
er Return of Breath, ſeeming as though they would 
rhauſt it quite, made the good-natur'd Obſerver 
alf ſtupify'd with Grief and Wonder: Nothing 
as more apparent, than that ſhe had been brought” 
WE nto this Condition only by her being preſs'd to go 
Into this Company; and not being able to gueſs the 


7 Reeaſon of it, and perceiving ſhe did not go about 
ho ſpeak it, — For Heaven's Sake ( /aid ſpe) 
wil hat have I ſaid to occaſion this Confuſion of 


our Soul? Or, what has Count Emilius, or Don- 
a Julia done, which would render their Pre- 


1 ence ſo hateful to you? Theſe Words, which 
o entirely confirm'd her in thoſe Suggeſtions which 
11 ready had work'd ſuch ſad Effects, were very 
ruh ear throwing her again into thoſe Faintings from 
mr which ſhe had fo lately been recover' d. But 


Wnuſtering up all the Spirit ſhe had left to ſtand 
his Shock, which of all that had befallen her, 
em'd the moſt terrible, ſhe flung herſelf at the 
Feet of Donna Jacinta, and, with trembling Hande, 
Watching hold of her Robe, O pardon me, (ai 


, in [care intelligible Accents) pardon me, moſt 
p excellent Lady, that I have abus'd your Goodneſs 
Aich a feign'd Tale: I am not the Perſon I 


pretended, but a Wretch unworthy of your Favour, 
| a Wretch, who by one fatal Crime, has 

drawn down all the ſtor'd Vengeance of high 
Heaven on her. ——— But, as you have hitherto 
been ſo divinely kind — O caſt me not off at 
F once. Expoſe me not to Horrors worſe than 


Death, — than Hell, — O fave me from the Sight 
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of Emilius, and you ſhall hereafter be made ſn. 
fible. of the whole Truth of my unhappy Story. 
Here ſhe ſtopp'd, and Donna Facinta was about 


to make ſome Reply, when ſhe was prevented, 


by the ſudden coming in of Emilius, and his 
Lady, with the young Yiforinus in her Hand: 
The Surpriſe they were in, that Jacinta ſtaid 
ſo much longer than they expected, their Im- 
patience to ſee the Mother of a Child whon 
both of them were ſo much charm'd with, made 
them take the Liberty, being told which Room ſhe 
was in, of coming up. Emanuella being oppoſite 
to the Door, had the Opportunity of ſeeing them 


' firſt; and in the inſtant Diſtraction that View 


gave her, incapable of any Thought but how to 
ſhun it, a Window by Accident being open, 
ſhe_flew to it, and crying out, Fate thou haſt dm: 
thy worſt ! was very near throwing herſelf out of 
it, if Donna Jacinta, who, tho? equally ſurpris'd, 
had her Thoughts. more prepar'd for ſuch an Ad- 
venture, had not been very quick in catching 
hold of her. Emilius, who at once ſaw Emanr 
ella and her Deſpair, ſtood for ſome Moments 


like one deprived of Motion. No Words 
can reach what 'twas he felt at an Object ſo 
unexpected] fo alarming !———the moſt ſtrong 


Surpriſe, the moſt violent Grief, the moſt paſ- 
fonate Tenderneſs at once poſſeſſed him, and be 
was as unable to expreſs the Force of either, 2 


J am to deſcribe it. 


Donn A Julia, who had but one Paſſion to 
ers with, ſoon overcame that enqugh to ask 
her Couſin Jacina, what had occaſioned the 


' Confuſion ſhe beheld, and her own Confternation? | 


But that Lady, who ſtill held the afflicted Ena- 
zuella in her Arms, at the other End of the 
Room, and was endeavouriug to perſuade her 
to Moderation, had not Leiſure to make any Re- 
ply to what ſhe ſaid, or to caſe her n Nenn. 

f 
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by enquiring the Source of this Affair; Which 
tho' ſhe gueſs'd at Part of, was far from n 


: | who Emanuella really was, or the Cauſes ſhe ha 


for Deſpair. Emilius was the only Perſon who 


. cou'd unfold this Myſtery, and believing, that ſince 
= ſo much had been diſcover'd, it were beſt to re- 
= veal the Whole, reſolv'd to do it, tho” it were ſo 


nice a Point, that it requir'd all the Rhetorick he 
was Maſter of, to handle without giving Offence 
to Donna Julia. He was alſo divided in his 
Sentiments, whether it would not more add to 


W the Diſorder of Emanuella, to relate the Story 


before her Face, or by taking the Company in- 
to another Room, leave her in Suſpenſe: But 
after a little Debate in his Mind, he at length 
concluded on the latter as moſt proper ; and draw- 


ing nearer to the Place where Donna Facinta and 


Emanueila were, addreſſing himſelf to the former, 
Madam (/azd he) I believe it will be much better 


| for us to retire, and leave this afiited Lady to 


that Repoſe our continuing here may hinder her 
from enjoying. I will not, Madam ! (added he, 
turning to the other, and bawing very reſpectfulhy) 


. preſume to remain in your Sight, nor return to it, 


till thoſe Stains the Treachery of the unwor- 
thy Berillia have caſt on my Character, are re- 
mov'd; — then you will find Emilius has 
not been ſo blameable, as at preſent he appears; 


| and will, I hope, admit his Preſence, without giv- - 
| ing him any 'Tortures by the Sight of yours. As 


much averſe as Emanuella was to hear him ſpeak, 
the Name of Berillia attracted her Attenti- 
on —.— in the Midſt of her Agonies, in the 
Midſt of that Shock of Nature his ſudden coming 
had given her, ſhe would have been pleas'd at 
finding him not altogether ſo guilty as ſhe had 
belie- d him; and fancying there was' a Poſſibility 
that unfaithſul Creature had deceiv'd her, in the 
Repreſentation ſhe had made of him, as well as 

SE. : in 
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herſelf in other Affairs, would have been contented 


to have had him repeat what he knew of her; and 
finding there was now an abſolute Neceſſity of every 
Thing being diſcover'd, thought the Recital might 
as well be made before her Face: She felt ſome. 
ig at her Heart, which gave her an Aſſurance 
ſhe ſhould not long ſurvive ſo publick an Eclaircif: 
ment of what ſhe had done, and was willing to 
ſubmi: to the Shame of it, to gratify her Impatience 
to acknowledge herſelf miſtaken in condemning 
the Man, whom, to have found innocent, ſhe would 
a long time ago, have parted with Life. If (ja 
fee) my Lord ! you have any thing to tell me of 
the Falſhood of that wicked Wretch, more than 
what I am already apprized of, I beg it may be 
no Secret : Set forth in what Terms you pleaſe, her 
Faults, and my Misfortunes; I am inur'd to Mi. 
ſeries of all Kinds, and can endure even this ſeve- 
reſt Trial : Perhaps (continu d foe, weeping ) with 
greater Fortitude than the reſt, becauſe it is the 
laſt, —— the laſt of Herrors I can live to know. 
She made this Requeſt in ſuch a Manner, and ac- 
company'd it with ſo many Sighs, and ſuch Diftor- 
tion of her Features while ſhe was ſpeaking, that 
the Count made a Doubt whether it was beſt for him 
to comply with it ; and, *tis probable, wonld haye 
evaded it, had ſhe not over, and over-dgain,"iptreat- 
ed he would relate all he knew, and put a Period 
to the Amazement which his Wife and Donna Ja- 
cinta were all this Time involv'd in; till finding 
Himſelf preſs'd paſt Denial, not only by her, but by 
thoſe two Ladies, who, glad ſhe had propoſed it, 
ſeconded her Defire, was obliged to ſatisfy their 
Curioſity ; which, after having a little recollected 
what he was about to diſcloſe, he did in theſe, or 
the like Words. | | 
[ believe (/aid he) that for the Satisfaction of all 
here, I need not repeat more than what Beri- 
lia herſelf confeſs'd, when happening to be tak- 
- ing 
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ing the Air, about a Mile from Madrid, I ſaw 
that unhappy Wretch lying on the Graſs, weltring 


in her Blood, wounded in three or four Places, 


and almoſt ready to expire: So ſad an Object raigd 
all that was compaſſionate in my Soul; but when 
I went nearer, in hopes to afford her ſome Relief, 


Words wou'd but poorly make you ſenſible what 
etwas I felt at knowing her to be Berillia, 


whom I thought one of the fincereft of my 


q Friends. I began to teſtify ſome Part of my 
W Concern, by enquiring by what Means ſhe had 
W became in that Condition, and offering to bind up 


her Wounds ; but ſhe wou'd not permit me, but 


1. diſcovering all the Marks of the moſt poinant and 


terrible Deſpair that ever was, told me, all Care 
wou'd be in vain, that ſhe was a dead Woman, — 
and that if there was a Poſſibility for her Wounds 
to be healed, ſhe wou'd herſelf make others, which 
ſhou'd be beyond the Power of Art. And 


| then, perceiving my Amazement at hearing her 
| ſpeak in this manner, You (ciy' d ſbe Emilius, have 
the leaſt Reaſon to pity me of all the World, 
you [ have wrong'd in the higheſt Manner. 


Oh! (continu d. ſhe, in an Agony to which the Rack ts 
mean) Heaven never can, for the Injuſtice I have 
done you, nor the Ruin I have brought on the 
innocent Emanuella, ——— both, . — both of 
you have I betray'd, =— traduc'd ; and tho' ſhe 
js the greateſt Sufferer, tis you appear the only 
Criminal. She then, on my Intreaty, and Aſſu- 
rance of Pardon for whatever ſhe had done, pro- 
ceeded to inform me, how cruelly ſne had accus'd 
me to you, and confeſs'd, that all the Intelligence 
the had given me was falſe concerning your clan- 
deſtine Marriage with an inferior Perſon, ' who 
ſince grown weary of, you had ſent to Audaluxia, 
where he died; of a ſhameful Intrigue you carry*d 


on with another, even at a Time''that yoh per- 
mitted my Addreſſes ; and a* thouſand 'fuch like 


mon- 


— 
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monſtrous Inventions, which I do not very well 

member; or if I did, ſhou'd bluſh to wound you 
SEM... | 1 
 EMANUELL A cou'd not hear the Recital of 


ſuch vile Accuſations without lifting up her Eye, (ſl 


to Heaven, in Token of Aftoniſhment, that there 
cou'd be ſuch Wickedneſs permitted; but reſtrain. 
ed herſelf from ſaying any Thing to interrupt him: 
And he went on in this Manner. 

IT may ſeem like an idle Excuſe ( continu'd ile 
Count) for me to ſay in my Defence, that when 
ſhe endeavour'd to bring me to that Opinion her 
baſe Intentions aim'd, ſhe made uſe of all the Ar. 
tifice the Devil ever taught, - and bound me from 
revealing, either by Words or Letters, a Tittle of 
what ſhe had ſaid, by Oaths too terrible to be 
diſpens'd with; ſo I ſhall only ſay, before this La. 


dy, Who is now my Wife, I at that Time thought 


myſelf too much the Huſband of Emanuella to 
have made my Addreſſes to any other, had not 
the Stratagems of the falſe Berillia impos'd ſo 
artfully on my Belief, as to make me imagine 
the Engagements between us had been firſt diſ- 
folv'd by you. —— But I will not detain 
your Attention, by alledging any thing in Vindi- 
cation of a Man, whom, perhaps, you wiſh not 
ſhou'd be clear d; and who has it not now in his 
Power to repair the Injuries you have ſuffer'd on 
his Score, ——— The dying! Berillia, as I was 
about to tell you, had Breath enough to confeſs all 
this firſt Part of her Barbarity at large, but. her 
Strength decreaſing, ſhe ran but lightly over 
that which ſhe was afterwards guilty of to you, 
in conſpiring with a young Man, whom ſhe for 
a long time had: a criminal Converſation with, 
to rob you of that Money ſhe. had advis'd you 


to call out of her Father's Hands: — and 


how the Villain, as che was travelling with him to 
Toledo, as he had made her hope, had. taken it 


on 


— ant - r reer 
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W com her, ſtabb'd her, and leſt her in that Condi- 
tion in which J found her. 


£ of Death, would be too dreadful to deſcribe : Ne- 


them occaſion'd in me; but, baſe as ſhe ha 
Thad promis'd her Forgiveneſs; and indeed, the 


in: WT Penitence ſhe expreſs'd ſeem'd to deſerve it: There- 
W fore, after waiting till I found ſhe had no longer 
th WE Senſe of Pity or Conſolation, I remounted, and 
hen rode as faſt as I cou'd into the Town, with the 
ber WT melancholy Account of what I had ſeen and heard, 
Ar. to Don Jabin, who, not forgetting ſhe' was his 
om Child, tho' a diſobedient one, ſent Servants to fetch 
of her Body, and bury'd it in a Faſhion ſuitable to 
be her Quality. | | | 
FR HERE Emilizs concluded his Narration, which 
it 2 he expected, er an End to the Wonder this 
to little Company had been in, before they had 
ot any Gueſs how Placillia and he had been ac- 
ſo WE quainted : But not only his Wife, but Jacinta 
ne had alſo heard much of Emanuella, the Misfor- 
. tunes which the Avarice of Don Pedro had ſub- 


jected her to, ————the Favour ſhe had found 
from the King, in obliging him to repair Part of 
the Loſs ſhe had ſuſtain'd, —.— the Engage- 


Paurilairs, her ſudden 


and the Diſcourſe. that fill'd the Town for what 


this was no Secret to either of them, and from 
the firſt Diſcovery that Placillia was Emanuel- 


ſuch a Meeting: But both of them, as well as 
Emanuella herſelf, expected he would have ta- 


leſt unmention'd by Berillia; and whom, fince 


— The Horrors 
W hich ſciz'd on this poor Wretch, at the Approach 


ver did I ſuſtain a Shock like what the Si of 
been, 


ments ſhe had with the Count, ——— their break - 
ing off, — ber going afterward among the 
eaving them 5 ——— 


Reaſon ſhe had been obliged to do fo. =—e— All 
la, they ceas'd to be ſurpris'd at the Effects of 
ken ſome Notice, in his Difcourſe, of the lit- ' 


tle Victorinus, who, doubtleſs, had not been 


the 
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the clearing of the Mother's Innocence, he could 
make no Doubt of being his own Child. 
But that was a Subject he fear'd wou'd be too 
| ſhocking to the well-known Niceneſs of Emany. 
ella's Modeſty. ——— Beſides, he knew not how 
his Wife might take a Repetition of what, by ma- 
ny Circumſtances, ſhe could not but be ſenſible of 
without. But that Lady, ſuſpecting the Rez. 
ſons of his Silence on that Head, and willing to 
ſhew how much her Soul diſdain'd that mean Paf. 
ſion Wives are too liable to fall into, taking Ens. 
nuella by the Hand, and profing it with a moſt ob- 
liging Tenderneſs, Though, Madam (/aid fe ) the 


Count has Charms which created in me a Wiſh to 
become his Wife, long before I had the leaſt Hope 
of being ſo; I beg you will believe me, when! 
proteſt by all that's Sacred, that had I been appriz'd 
of the Right you had in him, I would have choſe 
to fall a Martyr to Deſpair, rather than by gratify- 
Ig my Deſires, have been guilty of ſo much In- 
Ju 


juſtice; nor can J ever yield to be the Partaker more 
of Joys, to which you have a ſuperior Claim, un- 
leſs you vouchſafe to give a Sanftion which the 
Prieſt had not the Power to do: Emilius firſt was 
yours, —— 1s ftill yours, by all thoſe Ties which 
ought to bind an honeſt Mind; and if you can for- 
give the Crime he has been but betray'd to àct, I 

cre reſign him, and with him the Title I have 
innocently ſo long — — 
who had liſten'd with Surpriſe to this uncommon 
Generoſity, would ſuffer her to proceed no farther, 
but interrupting her, ———— How glad am ! 
laid foe) to find before I die, one Woman, 
whoſe Excellence of Nature will preſerve my Sex 
from thoſe Imputations the monſtrous Wickedneſs 
of Berillia would elſe draw on it : ————— 
But, do not think, moſt incomparable Julia, that 
I have a Soul ſo little capable of Gratitude, as to 

abuſe ſuch Goodneſs ; ———— Emiliys is only 


yours; 


1 


I's urp'd. ———— E manuella, 
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yours ; whatever Engagements had paſs'd between 
a4 I myſelf diffoly'd. ————— When, by the 


— 6 
e 


2 5 Loſs of my Fortune I thought myſelf unworthy 
M. of his Bed, I relinquiſh'd all the Right his Vows 
oy had given me in him; and his enfranchis'd Heart 
ma. was free for you, or any Lady whoſe Deſerts 
e of W might claim the Prize. ———1 have nothing to 
og WT accuſe him of, and am too much his Friend, not 
0 rejoice that his good Stars directed him, where 
A. beauty join'd with ſach conſummate Virtue cannot 
„. fail to give him — Happineſs. Nothing I 
ob. cou'd ſay wou'd be ſufficiently pictured, to paint 


þ the various Agitations which perplex'd the Soul of 
Enilius all the Time they were ſpeaking ; but the 
= Matter was too delicate for him, to offer at an In- 


T ! terpaſition; and not being able to ſay any thing 
„but what mi ht poſſibly cauſe Diſtaſte either in 
e te one or the other, he choſe to remain ſilent, 
x and leave the noble-minded Ladies to decide the 
„ WT generous Conteſt as they pleas'd :: When the ad- 
5 mirable Julia thus proſecuted the Deſign, which 
© lad induc'd her to ſpeak in the Manner ſhe had 
xl done to Emanuel/a. Since, Madam (ſaid foe 

x either to the Sweetneſs of your Diſpoſition, whic 

1 will not ſuffer you to render a Woman, who, you 
5 think has not ſufficient Fortitude to ſuſtain it, 
1 miſerable by the Loſs of all ſhe loves, or to tho 
; little Inclination you have to pardon him, who, 
F | after the admirable Emanuella, cou'd look on 
" WE any other with a Lover's Eyes: To which ſoever 
1 of theſe Reaſons I am indebted for the Continu- 
* WE ance of the Name I wear, you muſt permit me 


1 to remind you, there is another Tye, of which you 
? have not the Power to diſengage  Emilins + ——— 
i This lovely Infant (continued Ze, taking Victorinus 


in ber Arms) who at firſt Sight attracted my Love, 
muſt ever be acknowledg'd as the juſt Heir of all 
his Father is poſſeſs'd of; — and. give me Leave 
Alſo, to regard him with a Mother's Tenderneſs ; 
gard him with a 4 

gan 
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114 The RASH RESOLVE: Or, : 
and how many Children ſoever Heaven ſhall H 
pleas'd to bleſs me with, make him an equal Sha. Ii 
rer with them of all the little Fortune I can c;1 


my own. —Nay, (added fbe, after 4 little Pau, 
and perceiving by ber Looks, the Confuſian of Ema. 
nuella"'s Soul at theſe Words) as a Teſtimony th 
you are not diſpleas'd at the Intereſt I pretend 
to take in this little Charmer, you muſt conſent w 
live with me as a Siſter, —— as a Friend. - 
Here Donna Jacinta (pity ing from her Soul the 
Emotions Emanuella mult feel at ſuch Obligemertz 
from her Rival) thought it was her Place to ſpeak; 
and interrupting her, No Couſin (/aid fe) I mul 
= a Bar to this laſt Requeſt ; J had ; 

riendſhip for Emanue/la, before I knew who ſhe 
was, and cannot conſent to part with her when 


I find her ſo much more worthy my Efteem :=— 


She muſt continue with me till Death © inforces 
Separation. —— — She was about to ſay ſome: 
thing more, when Emanuella, : over preſs'd with 
Shame, with Gratitude, with Tenderneſs, and 
perhaps a Mixture of another Paſſion more difficult 
to be ſupported than all the reft, had no longer 


Strength to ſtruggle. with.the different Agitation, 


and ſunk fainting in her Chair: It would be hard 
to ſay, whether the Care of bringing her to ber. 


| ſelf, appear'd moſt zealous in the Endeavours of 


Donna Julia, Donna Facinta, or Emilius ; the lat- 


rer of whom, as ſoon as ſhe was in a Condition of 


hearing them, ſaid a thouſand tender and obliging 
Things to her ; nor did the generous Partner of his 
Bed conceive the leaſt Diſpleaſure at it, but, on 


the contrary, thought he could never expreſs a 


Senſe enough of what that unhappy Lady had ſuf. 
fer'd for him, and wou'd have rejoyc'd that Fate 
bad put it in her Power to have afforded her any 
Conſolation: But alas ! her Misfortunes were now 
arriv'd at their utmoſt Height, and ſoon muſt know 
a Period with her Life. ——— Reſentment * 


f 
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: 111 which for a long Time had kept the Lamp of 
lite awake, and that being now extinguiſh'd in a 


cal flood of ſofter Paſſions, the other muſt of Neceſ- 
auſe ſity expire. They ſoon found ſhe was too 
ma. much diſorder'd for Converſation, and therefore 
tht thought it convenient ſhe ſhould be put into a Bed, 
tend WW where, perceiving ſhe grew worſe, a Phylician was 
it to A ſent for to attend; but from the Moment he 
— as her, he began to doubt any Succeſs of his Pre 
the RAW ſcriptions : In ſhort, ſhe died in three Days, of 
ent; no other Diſtemper than a broken Heart; equal- 


Wy lamented by Donna Julia as by Emilius and 
Jacinia; nor did they, after her Death, take lefs 
W Care than they had promis'd, of young Victorinus; 
each ſeem'd to out-vye the other in their Fondneſs 
W of him: He was bred in all the Accompliſhments 
W which can adorn a Youth of Quality ; and after 


es 4 the Deceaſe of Emilius and his generous Lady, 
ne- WS who never had any Children herſelf, was left in 
ith Poſſeſſion of the Fortunes of them both, with a 
ind conſiderable Addition from the Friendſhip of Fa 


| cinta; Which he makes uſe of with a Nobleneſs 
| of Soul, proportionable to the Hopes of thoſe who 
gave him the Means of expreſſing it; and is at 
this Day, the greateſt Ornament of the Kingdom 
ers which claims his Birth. 
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FATAL CURIOSITY. 
BEING 
1 he SECRET HISTOR V of a 


*» 


By Mrs. EL Iz 4 Hay wood. 
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What guards the Purity of melting Maids, 

In Courtly Balls, and Midnight Maſpuerades; 

Safe from the treacherous Friend and daring Spark, 

'The Glance by Day, and Whiſper in the Dark : 

When kind Occaſion prompts their warm Deſires, 

When Mufick foftens, and when Dancing a” / 
OPE. 
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To the Rio Honour ABLE | 
Col. STANLEY. 
one of his MAI EsTTv's Privy- 


Council of the ae of 
Talaue 


S ARIO Us are the Views, 
TE which Authors have in Ad- 
3 dreſſes of this Nature; and 
considering the Diſpoſition of 
2 WF the preſent Age, and the Scar- 
iy of Worth io countenance thoſe extra- 
vagant Encomiums in Faſhion among 
Dedicators, many muſt be extreamly at 
4 
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a Loſs for even the Shadow of an Excy| 
For making them. How will there. 
fore the leſs Fortunate envy my hagy 
Choice of a Patron, where 1 have nothing 
to fear, nothing to regret, but my oy 
Tuability of praiſing as I ought ? 


Te. be ſpoke well of by all, is to bt 4 
Prodigy, which I know not if Hiſtory of 
fords us one Example of ; the over-ſpread. 


ing Wings of foul Detraftion reach frm Wi / 
the Cottage to the Throne, and ſbed ib 
Venom almoſt univerſal ; but you, Sir! 
are an Exception to this general Rule: 
And tho? there are but few, too few, wh Wi ©: 
imitate your Virtues, there are yet feuer / 
who wiſh they were leſs. —— The Rea. 
fon of this is obvious, and needs not an Wil « 
Explanation ; you have Perfefions tm / 
neceſſary to the Intereſt of the World, not i" Wi i 
render the Perſon poſſeſſed of them admir'l Ml « 
and lo d. That uncommon Benefi- Wl « 
cence of Nature, that ſoft Commiſcratim Wi / 
which induces you to make the Moes f ft: 
all Mankind your own, (with this Di- 
ference alone, that you are more zealous i G 
for the Redreſs of others Grievances, than 4. 
you would be if inflifted on yourſelf) taxes /e 
away all Poſſibility of becoming your Ent- lf 
N. 


my, without being as much ſo to ont's 
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aun Intereſt, as one ſhould to Fuſtice. 

Lf to be a loyal Subject, a firm and wor- 
thy Patriot, a Father to the Orphan, a =— 
Drier of the Widow's Tears, a Friend * 
without D:fign, and a Reliever in gene- | 
ral of all thoſe Oppreſſions which reach 

your Ear ; if, I ſay, to merit ſuch a Cha- 

rafter, be to be dear and valuable to the 


cul 
ere. 


ea 

. Vorld, it is not to be wonder'd at, that 
ad. n ſhould never be mention d but with 
n eneration, nor thought of but with the 
„ ibeſt Regard. | 

r! . 
Je: BUT in the midſt of that Pleaſure, 
% which the Contemplation of all, who are 
ver / happy as to know you, muſt afford, there 


ariſes alſo a melancholy Reflection, that 
when we ſhall have the Misfortune-of Io- 
fing you, there ſprings no ſecond Phoenix 
from your Aſhes. How vaſt a Mitigation 


aur Sorrows would it be, did you leave 
A. Son, the Inberitor of bis Father's 
00 UHrtues: I dare not mention thoſe Graces 
of Wi which might be expetied to have been his 
, Portion from the other Side, elſe for the 


us Wh Glory of my Sex, ſhould gladly touch, as far 
on ot my weak Pen would give me Leave, on 
ces Bi /me of thoſe many excellent Qualities, 
which render?d ber the Pride and Orna- 
Len of it; but ſhe now ſhines in a ſub- — 
un Vol. IV. F limer 
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timer Sphere, the Companion of Angel 
the Delight of thoſe above, as ſhe was th 
moſt eminent Pattern of Perfection hen, 
And to remind you of ſo irreparable . 
Loſs, would be far from anſwering ibu 
End which the Trifle, I take the Liber 
of preſenting you with, was deſign'd fur, 
I ſhall therefore add no more, than that | 
am, with the greateſt Reſpefr, 


-BT is 


Your moſt Oblig'd, 


© Moſt Faithful, and 


Moſt Obedient 


abi Servant, 


ELIZA HAVYWO O) 


MASqUERAD ERS, 


: 6 


* 


FArAL CURIOSITY. 


NEAT RTTAINM has no Aſſembly 
4 which affords ſuch Variety of Characters 
50 as the Maſquerade ; there are ſcarce 
any Degrees of People, of what Reli- 
e gion or Principle ſoever, that ſome time 
not willing to embrace an Opportunity 
of partaking this Diverſion. But among the Number 
of thoſe who pretty often frequented it, was a Gen- 
tleman, whoſe real Name, for ſome Reaſons, I ſhall 
conceal under that of Dorimenus He is young, 
00 handſome, gay, gallant, has an Affluence of Fortune 
and of Wit, is a paſſionate Lover of Intrigue, and 

tis not to be doubted but that with all theſe Accom- 
pliſhments, he found a great many among the Fair 

dex, to encourage that Diſpoſition : He ſeldom went 


there without his Appointment ; and it often hap- 
F 2 Pe n'd 
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n'd that three or four Ladies would give him à 
Deſcription of their Habits, each in Hope to be the 
Favourite She, which ſhould that Night be ſingled 
out, and triumph o'er the reſt in his diſtinguiſh'd 
Addreſſes. This Ambition was ſometime the Oc. 
caſion of a g.od deal of Confuſion in his Amour, 
the jealous Watchfulneſs of one would frequently de- 
prive him of his Pleaſures with another. He was ne. 
ver without EmbarraſIments of that Nature: It took 
up a great Part of his Time, in reading and anſwer- 
ing the Reproaches and Complaints he daily receiy. 
ed from thoſe who thought themſelves ſlighted; and 
if his Thoughts and Pen had not been equally ſwift, 
he would ſoon have had no Leiſure for new Attacks, 
By a very great Chance, one Evening he went, 
entirely diſengaged, to this Scene of Gallantry ; but 
Fortune, who 33 glad of this Opportunity to 
t the Start of Love, threw an Adventure in his 
ay, which at his coming there he little thought 
of. A fine Shepherdeſs, whoſe Bon Mien had attract 
ed the Eyes and Addreſſes of a great Number of the 
Aſſembly, either through being too ſtrait lac'd, or 
the extreme Heat of the Place, for there was a 
great deal of Company that Night, was ſo over- 
come, that ſhe fell down in a fainting Fit in the 
midft of a Crowd of Gentlemen, who had gathered 
round her: Dorimenus was among them, and was 
one of the firſt that endeavour'd to bring her to 
herſelf. He was too well acquainted with the Sex, 
'to be a Stranger to Vapours, Spleen, and thoſe 
other faſhionable Diſtempers, which are often of 
great Service to make a Woman be taken Notice 
of, when nothing in her beſide is found worthy of 
Obſervation, and was provided with a Bottle of 
Spirits in his Pocket: Her Maſk muſt now be taken | 
off to give her Air, and though by this Time the Ac- 
cident had drawn Nuns, Gypſies, Queens, and a 
| confus'd Medley of all Conditions and Profe ſſions 
by to her Aſſiſtance, it was to his Efforts ſhe _—_— 
ebte 
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debted for ſo ſpeedily recovering. It was he who 


had the Honour of holding her in his Arms, during 
that little Deprivation of Senſe ! It was he who 


had the Pleaſure of perceiving her Returns of Life, 


and catching the firſt Sigh which iſſued from the 


ſtruggling Soul! —— *Tis difficult to determine, 
whether, at the firlt plucking off her Maſk, the Sight 


of her Face gave greater Motives of Uneaſineſs to 


the Men or the Women which were about her ; 
thoſe only who have experienc'd what it is to love 


or envy, can be Judges what kind of Pains the one 


felt ina hopeleſs Defire, or the other in ſeeing them- 
ſelves ſo far outrival'd. Nature never form'd Fea- 
tures more compleatiy lovely than thoſe of this Fair 
indiſpos'd, —all the Graces ſeemed aſſembled in her 
Countenance, — a thouſand dimpled Charms play'd 
round her lovely Mouth, — a thouſand little Loves 
laugh'd in her ſhining Eyes, dae Delicacy of 
her Complexion exceeded all Compariſon, her 
Neck, her Breaſts, her fine proportion'd Hands and 
Arms, —there was no Part of her expos'd to View, 
that did not diſcover a Beauty peculiar to itſelf, —- 
The little Confuſion, and thoſe modeſt Bluſhes which 
attended it, added fomewhat to the Luftre of her 


native Charms: She thank'd all thoſe who had been 


aiding to her Recovery, with a Voice ſo full of Har- 
mony, and a Look ſo ſweetly innocent, that it had 
a wonderful Effect on all: But Dorimenus, whoſe 
Heart was eaſily ſet on Fire by the Sight of the 
leaſt kindling Beauty, could not behold Perfection, 
ſuch as hers, without feeling an Exceſs of that Paſ- 
hon it was created to inſpire ; 
gave him a greater Boldneſs than is ordinarily the 
Conſequence gf Love. —— He was too well 
acquainted with his own Power of pleaſing, to ſuffer 
thro' a Fear to offend ; and while the others bow'd 
and retir'd at a becoming Diſtance, that ſhe might. 
have Leave to recover thoſe Diſorders, which her 


late Swoon, and the Shame for being ſo 1 7 


F 3 | 


former Succeſſes 
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had thrown her in, he caught her in his Arms, excu- 
fing himſelf for doing ſo, by ”—_ her he fear'd 
ſhe was not yet perfectly well, and that he could 
not conſent to leave her without Support, till he 
was aſſured ſhe was entirely paſt Danger of a Re. 
lapſe. The Poet ſays, 


2 — I Love there is a Time, 


When dull Obedience is the greateſt Crime. 


Though this Lady entreated and ſtruggled to get 
looſe, he ezfily read in her Eyes, thoſe infallitle 
Betrayers of the Heart, that he did not diſoblige her 
in refuſing her Requeſt : He entertain'd her with 
ſo much Wit and Gallantry, and the Appearance of 
ſo violent a Paſſion, that ſhe, who was by Nature 
pretty amorous, and eaſy to receive an Impreſſion, 
could not fail a Suſceptibility of Charms, which 
there are few in the World to equalize. She 
had often heard of Dorimenus, had ſeen him at a 
Dift.nce, and, *tis probable, wiſh'd to be addreſs'd 
by him in the Manner ſhe now was : She-had not 
Artifice enough to diſguiſe the Pleaſure ſhe took in 
his Converſation, from a Penetration ſo nice, and 
ſo experienc'd as his. He made his Advantage of 
thoſe Glances which ſhe could not reſtrain, and de- 
ſirous of being inform'd of what Character and Cir- 
cumſtances ſhe was, made uſe of all his Eloquence 
to perſuade her to permit him to accompany her 
home. Had ſhe any real Scruples to oppoſe what 
he requeſted, he had Wit enough to find Arguments 
againft them ; but as ſhe had none but ſuch as were 
inſpir'd only by a Fear of appearing too free, and 


conſequently but faintly urged, was not long before 


| ſhe ſuffer'd herſelf to be prevail'd on, to grant what, 
perhap*, ſhe wiſh'd with no leſs Ardency than him 
who ask'd it. Two Chairs were immediately call'd, 
and he had the Satisfaction of pub/ichly triumphing 
o'er a Number who wiſh'd to be in his Place, as bis 
| e | is 
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his own Thoughts he doubted not of doing ſo in 
private over all thoſe Scruples, Virtue, Fear, or 
Honour, might raiſe in her Breaſt, to the Prejudic 
of his Deſire. | | 
BEING come to her Houſe, (which was a very 
handſome and well - furniſn'd one) the Obligations ſhe 
lay under for the Care he had tiken of her, ſerv'd 
as an Excuſe for the extraordinary Reception ſhe 
ye him.— There was nothing the Seaſon afforded 
of rich and rare, but ſhe order'd for his Entertain- 
ment ; and he eafily had the Addreſs to draw from 
her in Converſation ſo much of her Affairs, as to 
know ſhe was a Widow, and liv'd wholly indepen- 
dent on the Favour of any Relation whatever, —— 
This Information not a little pleas'd him, there was 
no Danger of any Father or Huſband to interpoſe be- 
tween him and his Deſigns ; — all he had to appre- 
hend, was, that as they both were ſingle, ſhe might 
expect that, were he really poſſeſs'd of that Paſſion 
he would have her believe, he would make Over- 
tures of a different Nature to thoſe he ever had done 
to any, and which, as lovely as he thought her, 
were no way agreeable to his Humour. — As he 
was perfectly acquainted with the World, and in par- 
ticular with the Foibles, Paſſions, and Inadverten- 
cies of the Fair Sex 3 he thought the ſureſt Method 
of ſucceeding in ſuch a Caſe, was not to give her 
Time for Reflection. He therefore preſs'd her with 
all thoſe ſoft undoing Inſinuations, thoſe melting 
Tenderneſſes, thoſe ſeducing Arts, which Deſire ne- 
ver fails to inſtruct.— Few Men, how dull and ſtupid 
ſoeyer they appear in other Things, but have Arti- 
ice enough this Way: — But Dorimenus, as he had 7 
Share of Wit infinitely ſuperior to maſt of his Sex, 
ſo he had alſo a Face and a Perſon Which render'd 
the Blandiſhments he made uſe of more grace- 
ful and perſuaſive : All Eyes become not Love; ſome 
inſtead of the impreſſive Languiſhment they would aſ- 
lume, degenerate into a heavy Dullneſs, rather forbid 
F 4 ding, 
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ding, than exciting the Paſſion they would raiſe ; by 
his, whatever Air they wore, were always charm. 
ing! —— whether the gay Delights of Hope re. 
velPd in their Glances, or trembling Doubt aud 
their contracted Fires in down-caſt Languih. 
ment ! —— whether they ſeem'd to triumph or be- 
ſeech, they were inchanting ſtill ! — in every kind 
of Look tranſporting ! | 

' VasT was their Power, and numberleſs the 
- Conqueſts they had gain'd ! — Dalinda (for ſo ſhall 
] call the preſent Victim of their Force) had not 
Arguments ſufficient to confute the Strenuouſneſs of 


+ «hoſe he urg'd, and even Reaſon ſeem'd to take the 


Part of Love. — In fine, that very Night he com- 
Pleated his Conqueſt, and got Poſſeſſion of all thoſe 
Jars the glorious Prize could give. — The God of 
tender Inſpirations with Pleaſure beheld the Sacri- 
fice was made him, and bleſs'd the amorous Pair 
with doubled Vigour, and uncommon Rapture, — 
The happy Dorimenus confeſs'd a 'Tranſport beyond 
what he e'er felt before, and the unrepenting Fait 
avow'd her lovely Conqueror's unequal'd Extent of 
charming. | 

Bor were ſo highly ſatisfy'd with each other, 
that I know no Way to make the Reader fo truly 
ſenſible of it, as to repeat a few Lines which Di 
menus, who at ſome times was yery poetically 
inclin'd, writ on the Tanſactions of this Night, 
and happen'd, a few Days after, to ſhew to ſome of 
his Friends; which, to the beſt of my Remem- 
brance, run thus: | . 


An amorous Pair with mutual Warmth inſpir d, 
. Alike defiring, and alike defir'd, ; 
Cad d in each other's Arms, refolu'd to know 
TH extremeſt Bliſs which Nature can beflow : 
Love made the Banquet, each a hungry Gueſt, 
Wah Greedineſs devour'd the luſcious Feaſt ! 


White 
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While their full Eyes with FExtaſy ran er, 
Enjuying all, yet craving ill for more ! 
Joys tos ſublime for Language to expreſs, 
And which & en Thought itſelf muſt render leſs. 


T is certain, that for a Time, they had for each 
found elſewhere; ſhe really doted on him with a 


counted the moſt Roving and Inconſtant of his Sex, 
preferred the Conqueſt of her Heart to all the 
others he had made, not only becauſe it was the 
laſt, but alſo that when he conſulted his Judgment, 
he knew of none that had the thouſandth Part of her; 
Merit. For ſome Months he devoted himſelf 


of his Soul, had ſhe not herſelf been acceſſary to 
her own Misfortune, by a Miſmanagement which 
thoſe who love, as ſhe did, to Madneſs, can hardly 
avoid falling into. = There is nothing in the 
World more difficult, than to forbear talking of that 
on which our Thoughts are continually employ'd ; 
and. as the Idea of her belov'd Dorimenus was 
never from her Mind, no Converſation was plea- 
fing in which he had not a Part. Whatever 
Company ſhe happen'd to be in, ſhe always found 
ſome Pretence to make him the Theme of her Dif- 
courſe, and even among thoſe who were the greateſt 
Strangers to him, would invent ſome Way to intro- 
duce his Name. But all this fell ſhort of the 
StisfaQtion ſhe wanted: Her Soul, full of his 
Charms, wild *twixt Defire and Tranſport, could 
not contain the vaſt Exceſs. — She long'd to impart 
the mighty Bliſs; ſhe panted to pour out the overs. 
whelming Tranſport. | 
PHILECTA, a young Lady, on whoſe Wit, 
Generoſity, and Good-nature, ſhe had an entire De- 
pendance, was the Perſon ſhe made Choice of to be 
3 intruſted 


| other Charms which they imagin'd were not to be 


Tranſcendency of Paſſion, and he, though ever ac- 


entirely to her, and, in all Probability, ſhe might 
much longer have continu'd the reigning Miſtreſs 


— 
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intruſted with the dear Burden of this Secret; and 
while ſne related to her the Pariculars of her Hay- 
Pineſs, felt in the delicious Repreſentation a Plez. 
ſure, perhaps not much inferior to that which the 
Reality afforded. —— Having brought her ſelf to 
make- this Confidence, ſhe no ſooner parted from 
his Embraces, than ſhe flew to her fair Friend, gare 
her the whole Hiſtory of what had pafs'd between 
them,—repeated every tender Word he ſpoke, — not 
the leaſt fond Endearment was forgot, — deſcribd 
his Looks, —his melting Preſſures, — his Ardours! - 
his Impatiencies ! — his Extaftes ! — his Languiſh- 
ments! ——endeavour'd to make her ſenſible hoy 
different he was from other Lovers !——how much 
beyond his Sex ! ——— with what a god-like Subli- 
mity of Paſſion he ador'd her and what ws 
more prodigious than the reſt, aſlur'd her, that each 
Enjoyment but encreaſed Deſire. | 

PHILECTA, who had herſelf ſuffer'd much 
by Love, and the Ingratitude of a Man who had 
deceiv'd her with Profeſſions of much the ſame Na- 
ture with theſe her Friend ſeem'd now fo certain 
were ſincere, liſten'd to her at firſt only with Com- 
paſſion, not doubting but that in a very little Time 
ſhe ſhould hear from her as many Expreſſions of 

. Complaint as now ſhe did of Rapture. hut 
Pity wearing off, by being at length brought to 
believe *twas needleſs, a different Paſſion roſe in 
its ſtead ; the began to envy the Happineſs of her 
Friend - fince her own Deception, ſhe had 


not believ'd there was ſuch a Thing as Conſtancy 


in Man, would never encourage any Addreſſes 
that were offered her, —— had retir'd herſelf from 
Company ; and having with a vaſt deal of Pain, at 
laft ſet free her Mind from a Paſſion which had 
been ſo deſtructive to her Peace, deſpis'd the Ef- 
fects the ſaw of it in others. ——— But now to hear 
daily thoſe luſcious Deſcriptions of centinu'd Ar- 
dour, 


to read; his Letters, and to find 2 


v5 
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fill the laſt was more endearing than the former; 

ve her, as ſhe imagin'd, ſufficjent Reaſon to com- 
plain of the Severity of her own Fate, which per- 
mitted her not to have known thoſe Joys which 
ariſe from the Proof of reciprocal Affection. 

Sys had never ſeen Dorimenus, but was perfect- 


ly well acquainted with his Character; and was 


therefore the more ſurpris d, that a Man, whom all 
the World talked of, as the handſomeſt, wittieſt, 
and moſt inconſtant of the Sex, ſhould now con- 
fine himſelf to one, who, in her O;inion, was 
far from meriting it from him. Dalinda in- 
deed (would ſhe cry to herſelf) has Beauty, but 
there are other Women as agreeable in their Perſons, 
and infinitely more ſo in their Converſation, that 
have not met with ſo grateful a Return. —— I can- 
nct think what he ſees in her, —— ſhe bas nothing, 
but a Face to recommend her,—ſhe bas no Wit, — 
every thing ſhe ſays is trifling, —— all her Notions: 
are poor and inſignificant, and I am certain 
has not Delicacy enough of Soul to be 2 of 
any Degree of that Paſſion ſhe ſeems ſo fond of pro- 
fefing. -——— She may ie, but tis impoſſible ſhe 
IT was not that PhileZa was naturally addicted 
to Detraction, or that ſhe had too good an Opinion 
of her own Merits to think favourably of thoſe of 
another; for excepting the Beauty of her Perfon,. 
ſhe was in Reality, every Way ſuperior to Dalinda; 
and inferring from that Judgment, that Dorimenus. 
look'd no farther than the exterior Part, could not 
believe- him a Man of that Nicety ſhe had heard. 
him fam'd for, When ſhe reflected on his Manner 
of Writing,, ſhe was convinc'd he had an un-- 
common Share of Wit: But then, when ſhe con- 
lider'd how little the other was capable of anſwer- 
ing bis Letters, ſhe knew not how he could recon-- 
e to his good Senſe the, ſending them. | 


Rh 29 
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TAE Arguments ſhe made uſe of for and again 
him in her Mind, raiſed at length a prodigious De. 
fire to entertain him; ſhe fancy'd that if ſhe had 
an Opportunity of talking to him half an Hour, ſh, 
ſhould be able to form a more exact Judgment of 
his Sentiments and Humour, than all ſhe could 
= from Deſcription. She told Dalinda ſhe 

d a Curioſity of ſeeing her Lover, and deſird 
ſhe might be admitted to come, as by Accident, 
to viſit her ſome Day when he was with her; but 
as indifferent an Opinion as ſhe had of this Lady: 
Underſtanding, ſhe found it not ſo eaſy to prevail 
on her to grant this Requeſt, as ſhe had imagin'd: 
In ſpite of that Knowledge moſt Women have of 
their own Perfections, ſh: doubted their Force in 
the Preſence of one who had ſo many, though of; 
different Sort from thoſe ſhe was Miſtreſs of. 

Ir Pbilecta had a leſs delicate Complexion 
or Features, not altogether caſt in ſo fine a Mould, 
there was ſomething ſo irreſiſtibly engaging in her 
Eyes, as well ſupplied all other Wants; beste 
the had a Shape the moſt exquiſite that could be, 
and was the genteeleſt Woman in the World. 
'Then ſor her Converſation, it was ſuch, that there 
was ſcarce a Poſſibility of quitting it without a Wiſ 
to re-enjoy. — All theſe Charms confider'd, the 
other muſt have been more weak than ſhe wa. 
thought to be, if ſhe had introduced the Perſon 
poſſeſſ dof them to the Man ſhe lov'd, and who ſhe 
was ſenſible had fo true a Taſte of Wit; ſhe would 
rot, however, abſolutely refuſe her, but evaded 
what ſhe aſk'd in as artful and obliging a Manner 
as ſhe could. But Philecta eaſily perceiv'd it 
Was not by her Means ſhe ſhould ever have her Cu- 
riofity ſatisfy'd, and therefore forbore repeating 
ker Requeſt, unleſs ſometimes to gratify her Spleen, 
'by age. Hr other to the Pain of inventing Ex- 
euſes, which ſhe knew ſhe was not very rea- 
dy at. 


TRE 
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Tye Inclination ſhe had before of m_ and 
aking to him, now wing ftronger by bei 
. ſhe reſolv'd 2 — 7 ſome Wap | 
or other; and Dalinda, according to Cuſtom, ftiH 
continuing to inform her of all that paſs'd between 
them, one Day told her he had made her a Pre- 
ſent of a Ticket for the Maſquerade: A Strata- 
gem came preſently in her Head, which ſeem'd 
to aſſure her of Succeſs. She enquir'd, in a 
careleſs Manner, and ſo as could not taken to 
have any Deſign in it, what Hour ſhe was to go, 
what Habits both were to wear, and whether they 
went together from her Houfe, and were to- meet 
at the Maſquerade, or any other Place; and being 
fully inform'd of every Thing ſhe wanted to 
know, told her ſhe had an Acquaintance who was 
the moſt artful Creature in the World in dreſſing 
Ladies for that Diverfon ; and that if ſhe pleaſed, 
ſhe would ſend her. 5 
Tu B other joyfully accepted of the Offer, be- 
ing willing to appear as amiable as ſhe could in 
Gy Dreſſes in the Eyes of Dorimenus. The ap- 
pointed Day and Hour arriv'd, and Philecta 
fail'd not of ſending a Perſon to aſſiſt her in 
equipping her as ſhe had promiſed. This 
was a Creature of her own, whom ſhe recom- 
mended, and under the Pretence of ſerving, was 
to delay the_Time.——In the mean while, ſhe 
| dreſſed herſelf in a Habit, in every Thing exactly 
the ſame with that which Da/inda had told her ſhe 
was to wear ; and being inform'd by her of the 
direct Hour ſhe had appointed to meet him in, took 
Care to be there early enough. She ſoon diſtin- 
puiſh'd the charming Spaniard; (for it was in that 
Diſguiſe that her unthinking Friend told her he 
was to be) and he as ſoon found his Dalinda (as he 
thought) in a neat Hdian Slave. He ran to her, and 
caught her in his Arms, (the Freedom of that Place. 
alowing that Familiarity) which ſhe receiv'd. in 
4 
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a2 Manner becoming the Perſon he togk her ſof, 
reſolving till to act the Part ſhe had begun, til 
Neceſſity ſhould oblige her to confeſs the Coun, 
terfeit. 5 Taber : | 
His Behaviour and the tender and obliging 
Things he ſaid, made her know Dalinda had ny 
hoaſted of the Power ſhe had over him without 
ſome Reaſon ; and that if he did not in Reality lone 
her, he fo well feign'd the Paſhon, that a Wony 
of more Diſcernment than ſhe was Miſtreſs of 
might have been deceived by it. But ſhe had ng 
an Opportunity of diſcoyering ſo much of his Man- 
ner of Converſation as ſhe expected. He took g 
ſudden Fancy in his Head of going home, and a 
me could ſay to prevail on him to the contray, 
was ineffectual: He told her he found himſelf ; 
little Gifordered on the Sudden, that he was cer. 
tain the Noiſe, Heat, and Confuſion of the Placy 
they were in, would be far from affording him any 
Relief, and that he would go with her to her Hoaſe, 
and pa the Remainder of the Evening there. 
He ſo little expected a Refuſal from her, that he 
order'd Chairs, and had almoſt forced her into one 
before ſhe recovered Preſence enough of Mind, t 
think what ſhe had beſt do, — and in the Hum 
of the Apprehenfion of being carried to Dalinag's, 
and all her Contrivance betray'd, pluck'd off her 
Mask, and let him ſee his Miſt ke. | 
- BoTu ſtood confounded for ſome Moments 
He, through Surpriſe for what Reaſon ſhe had no 


ſooner convinced him of it, and ſhe, through the 


Confuſion of her Thoughts, what Excuſe to make 
for having done ſo.— She, however, was the fir 
who overcame it, and aſſuming as gay an Air as 
poſſible :——— — You ſee, Sir, ſaid ſbe, how im- 
' poſſible it is far you to do any thing in private; not 
all your Caution to preſerve the Honour of Da- 
Anda, could prevent a Woman, who ſuſpected 
your, Amour, from detecting you too plainly for a 


Denial: 
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Denial. If *twere poſſible, Madam, anſauered he, 
for your Curioſity to be as diligent, as your Eyes 
and Wit are penetrating, I ſhould not wonder if 
ou made Diſcoveries of Secrets infinitely more 
conceal'd than this :>——But, continued he, (ta- 
king her Hand, and k iſſing it in ſpite of Efforts. 
to hinder him) ſince whether by Defign or Chance, 
ou are in Poſſeſſion of my Secrets, in Juſtice to- 
myſelf, J can do no other than endeavour to be 
Maſter of yours ; at leaſt, ſo far as to know the 
Name of my Confidante, and where I may wait on 
her to conjure her to preſerve it. Truſt to my 
Generoſity for that, reſum d /be, firuggling to get 
from bim. On any other Score, I will, retorted be, 
holding her more faft ; but not in this, by Heaven; 
nor will I give you ſo juſt a Cauſe for Ridicule, as 
the parting from you thus unfatisfied would be. 
Nothing can be more impoflible than that the 
would have been able to have eſcap'd, without let- 
ting him into the whole Aﬀiir, if Dalinaa had 
not that Moment approach'd the Place. 
After all the Delays and artful Impediments with. 
which Philecta's Emiſſary had kept her from 
interrupting them, ſhe was at laſt got there, where 
the firſt Perſon ſhe ſaw, was her dear Don, em- 
ploy'd in this Manner. As much taken up as: 
Phuefa was, ſhe preſently perceived her, and 
forcing one of her Hands from him, was lucky. 
enough to get on her Maſk before the other came 
the wund, cy fe, and take care you have not a 
ke WF Witneſs of what you are doing, whoſe Upbraid- 
irt Nings will be more deſtructive to your Peace, than 
a+ Many Diſcoveries I ſhall be able to make. ——S$he 
m- had ſcarce finiſhed theſe Words, when Dalinda 
not eom ing up to him, and giving him a little Blow on 
D- the Shoulder with her Fan, cry'd, Tis well, Sir; 
ted I find you are of too active a Diſpoſition to let a 
- a Moment paſs without its Buſineſs. The Me is. 
which. 
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which this was ſpoke; left him no Room to doubt 
that this lat was really Dalinda, and in the ſad. 
den Surpriſe of being caught at ſuch a JunQure, 
let go the Hand he had kept Priſoner, and Phi. 
lecta ſlipt thro” the Crowd, and got into a Chair 
without Diſcovery : He did not attempt to ſtay 
her; for. tho' he would almoſt have given a Limb 
to have known who ſhe was, he had more Good. 
nature and Complaiſance for the other, than to 
make any Offer of purſuing her. — It is not to be 
doubted, but that Dalinda afk'd all thoſe Que. 
ſtions which this Adventure render'd excuſable; 
but he was as much to ſeek for the Meaning of it 
as ſhe, and only telling her the Truth of the Miſ. 
take he had been betray'd into by the Likeneſs of 
their Dreſs, eas'd her of great Part of thoſe jealous 
Fears ſhe was at firſt Sight of them poſſeſs'd with; 
and purſuing the Inclination he had of going home 
with her, they paſt that Night as they had done 
many former ones. MN | 

Wu Philefta was come home, and had the 
Liberty of contemplating on this Affair, ſhe was 
far from being ſo well contented with what ſhe had 
done, as ſhe imagin'd ſhe ſhould have been. —— 
Her Curioſity, or at leaſt ſhe yet knew fo little of 
herſelf, as to imagine, it was that alone which 


mpted her to take theſe Meaſures, was yet un- | 


atisfy*'d, ——— ſhe had ſeen Dorimenus, and had 
talk'd to him, and was convinc'd that he was 2 


Man of fine Figure and fine Senſe ; ſhe cou'd not 


help acknowledging alſo that the Tenderneſs with 
which he accofted her while he took her for Da- 


linda, in Part excuſed the Paſſion that Lady had 
for him; but ſtill ſhe wanted to know ſome- 


thing more, which if ſhe had a ſecond Opportunity 


of talking to him, ſhe fancy'd ſhe ſhould be able 


to find out. — she curs'd the Interruption 


which had broke off their Converſation, tho' it was 
the only Means which cou'd have prevented his dif- 
I covering 
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covering who ſhe was. In fine, ſhe was in 
Love — was charm'd with him to an infinite 
Degree, without being ſenſible ſhe was ſo _ 
and while ſhe languiſh'd for a ſecond Interview, 
believ'd the Uneaſineſs ſhe felt, no more than the 
Effect of a Curioſity ungratify'd.———— Small was 
the Repoſe ſhe took that Night, and to add to 
the Perturbations of her Mind, Dalinda in the 
Morning came to vifit her; told her, ſhe but that 
Moment was riſen from the Arms of. her Charm- 
er, and as ſhe uſed to do, related to her all the 
Paſſages of his Behaviour ; among the reſt, ſhe 
told her, laughing, of the pleaſant Miſtake he bad 
made in addrefling another Lady for her, and that 
he cou'd not be 1 it was any other, till 
he appear'd in reality, and undeceiv'd him. What, 
ery'd Philecta, interrupting her, then he did not ſee 
her Face? No, anſwer'd the other, moſt certainly 
he did not, for if he had, he wou'd ſooner have 
been convinc'd of his Error, and neither have given 
himſelf the Trouble, nor been ſo unmannerly to 
a Stranger, as to have engag'd her in the Manner 
J ſarpris'd him. You may poſlibly be deceiv- 
ed, Madam! reſumed Philecta, a little pee wiſbi, 
all the World allows him to be a Man of Gal - 
lantry.—— and if he had ſeen the Lady's Face, 
perhaps there might be nothing there diſagreeable 
enough to make him think it not worth his while 
to endeavour to engage her.——Lord ! my Dear, 
rely d the other, you are ſtrangely cruel to put 
ſuch Things into one's Head, but I don't much 
regard what you fay,——you are a Foe profeſs'd to 
the Sex, and will not believe there is one among 
them worthy of a Woman's Affection. Not for 
his Conſtancy indeed, /aid PhileQa ; and tho' I do 
not know Dorimenus, J believe he has as little of 
that Virtue as the reſt of his Species. You wou'd 
te of another Opinion, after d he, if you had 
en his Behaviour laſt Night, I never ſaw _ 
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ſo thoughtful, ſo chagrin, ſo dull; all J cou'd fay 
or do, had not the - hand to divert him, and this. 
for no other Reaſon, than becauſe I ſeem'd to ſuſ. 
py the Truth of what he told me concerning th, 
iſtake. It would be impoſſible to deſcribe the 
Pleaſure theſe Words created in Phil/e#a's Soul, 
ſhe preſently imagin'd his Melancholy proceed:q 
from another Cauſe than that which he pretended, 
doubted not but he fretted at the Hindrance ſhe had 
been to his commencing an Acquaintance with 
Woman who had not ſeemed unworthy of it, and 
grew more eaſy as ſhe thought he grew the con- 
trary.—— They had a great deal more Chat to the 
fame Purpoſe, and many Things that Dali, 
faid, Philecta took to her Advantage, others the 
Reverſe. She was altogether unable to form any 
direct Judgment of his Sentiments, and Curioſity 
having now a new and more vigorous Incentive 
than before, ſhe reſolv'd to be Sticfied, and try 
him to the utmoſt, whatever ſhould he the Conſe- 
quence.— In this deſtructive, and to herſelf un- 
quiet Diſpoſition, did ſhe paſs ſome. Days, not 
knowing what Courſe to take to compaſs her 
Wiſhes, till the unwary Dalinda happening to tel 
her ſhe expected him at ſuch a Time, put a Strata 
into her Head, which till then ſhe had never 
thought of : ——She took Pen and Paper, and 
counterfeiting, as near as ſhe could, the Chatatter 
of the happy Dalinda, writ to him in this Manner. 


—_— 
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To DoRTMENuus. 


Relation being come out of the Country with a De- 
n to paſs ſome Days with me, makes it wholly 
improper for me to ſee you at Home, but ſhall be glad 


1 h meet you at the appointed Flour, at the Hauſe of 
n- . in St Street; I have a particular 
e Piend hages there. Enquire for Philecta, and you 
44 will find . 7 | 

Ie 

y Your moſt Paſſionate 

t 

. and Faithful 

b OS | Da LINDA. 
. | 
a dus had play'd the Counterfeit ſo well, that it 


was ſcarce poſſible for the moſt diſcerning Eye to 
have diſcovered the Difference of the Hand. — Do- 
rimenus was entirely deceiv'd by it, and immedi- 


not fail to be there at the 'Time, 


ing Heart had ſoon inform'd her it was to ſome- 
thing more than Curiofity ſhe ow'd her preſent. 
Agitations; but not all her Senſe, not all her 
former Experience of the Paſſion ſhe was now a- 


v have the Pleaſure of rallying her a little for 
ler imaginary Security or at the moſt, 
lat it proceeded from a bare liking of his Conver- 

| ſation. 


CS pens 


ately ſent an Anſwer by the Bearer, that he would 


Hav Philea ask'd herſelf the Queſtion when 
the Hour of his Approach drew near, her beat- 


pain poſſeſs'd of, had yet once reminded her, that. 
e took all this Pains for any Thing more, than to 
inumph over the Tenaciouſneſs of Dalinda, and 
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ſation, and a Humour of amuſing herſelf at; 
Time, when ſhe had nothing elſe to do.mnm_}ut 2 
much unacquainted as ſhe was with the true State 
of her own Wiſhes, ſhe left nothing undone that 
ſhe thought wou'd be to the Advantage of her 
appearing well in the Eyes of Dori uenus,— her 
Chamber-maid and her Glaſs were all the Con- 
pany ſhe admitted that Day, ——a thouſand and x 
thouſand Times were the Patches plac'd, alter'd, 
and replac'd, —— the Poſition . of the Curls 2 
often chang'd, —— now this, anon that Faſhion 
ſhe thought moſt becoming, —— ſometimes. one 
Sort of Glance, then its contrary ſeem'd the like. 
lieſt to attract and ſhe remain'd unfix'd in De. 
termination, how ſhe ſhou'd look, or ſpeak, « 
act, when ſhe was told he was enquiring for her, 
— Tis probable, indeed, that at Sight of hin, 
ſhe forgot all the little Arts ſhe had been praQiifing, 
and receiv'd him with an Air purely natural ; but 
whatever it was, it had ſomething in it, which, a 
he afterwards confeſs'd, was infinitely more eng. 
gin than any Thing he had ever ſeen.————To 
nd in the Friend and Confidante of Dalinda, 
the Woman whom he had attack'd in fo particukr 
a Manner at the Maſquerade, and whom, fince 


he had ſeen, he never ceas'd to wiſh for, 1 
an Acquaintance of a different Nature than what 


he now had Reaſon to hope, gave him a Mixture 
of Surpriſe, Joy, and Concern : He rejoiced at an 
Opportunity of being in her Company, but was 
| heartily vexed at the Occaſion, which he expected 
wou'd not only bring on a ſpeedy Interruption, 

but alſo take from him the Means of ever being 
able to addreſs her in the Manner he defir'd ;— 
the Confuſion of his Thoughts did not however 
deprive him of the Power of making her a great 
many well order'd Compliments on this unlook'd- 
for Happineſs, which ſhe return'd in ſuch a Faſhion 


as confirm'd him 'in the Opinion he had before 
TE conceiv'd 


Freter. 1 


conceiv'd of her Wit, and Good Breedir g.. 
ti after a pretty deal of Converſation on ordinary 
dubjects, Philecta looking on her Watch, ſeem'd 
to expreſs ſome Wonder that Dalinaa tarry'd fo 


hat BW long: The Time, /aid be, in which ſhe ap- 
her inted to be here, is more than an Hour ſince 
her I e1:ps'd ; but I ſuppoſe, ſhe is perfectly ſatisfy'd of 
m- the Strength of her Intereſt in the Perſon who 
da uit for her, or ſhe wou'd not run ſo great a Riſque 
ot diſobliging him, by leaving him to Converſati- 


on, no Way capable of entertaining him. Whether 


on this Lady had any other Deſign in ſpeaking theſe 
ne i Words, than to prevent him from any Suſpicion of 
de. che Plot ſhe had laid to bring him there, is uncer- 
e- din; but they ſeem'd fo fit a Handle for him to 


begin a Diſcourſe, he knew not till then to bring 


„ WH about, that he cou'd not let it flip, without havin 
m, deen as ſtupid as he was really the reverſe. ? 
now not, Madam ! -an/wwer'd he, (bowing in the 
ut moſt re ſpectful Manner) what Excuſe ſhe will be 


able to make to you indeed, for impoſing on your 
Grd: Nature this Taſk of Civility to a Man, whom 
your Judgment muſt inform you is for many Rea- 
ſons, ſtrangely unworthy of it. For my Part, 
the Blefling I am poſſeſs'd of by her Means, wou'd 


ee be too great, did not the Cauſe, by which it is 
1 procur'd, allay it: Yes, charming Phila, 
0 antinu'd he, after a little Pauſe, and looking on 
r 


her with the moſt tender and beſeeching Air, 
| confeſs myſelf in this both ambitious and un- 
grateful, ——— though to be admitted to gaze on 
your adorable Eyes ! to liſten to the Won- 


0, ders of your Wit! and to have ſo near a 
View of all your Heaven of Beauties, fills my 
* whole Soul with Joy unutterable ; yet I am not 


content. O!] were I allow'd this Privilege by 
your Kindnefs, — had I but Merits to deſerve that 
Favour, or did your good Opinion enhance the Value 


o what I am Matter of, how truly bleſt were — | 
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he ſaid; and ſnatching away 


with all the Artifice of tempting 1 a 


142 The MASQUERADERS: Ox, 
Condition how cou'd I ever, rapt in immoni 


Extafies, dwell on this Hand, —— devour it with o. 
eager Kiſſes, and Here Philecta, who fn Wl - 
the Moment ſhe perceiv'd the Aim of his B= 
courſe, had been kept from interrupting him oj 
by the Confuſion of her Thoughts, now recover} 
Preſence of Mind enough to pr. his doing u $1. 

er Hand, Whateyg don 


good Opinion I had entertain'd of you (cy 


ſuch a Behaviour is the Way to forteit it; wil 8 
wou'd you treat me in this Faſhion, had you na g f. 
the moſt indifferent one of me.——But, added ont 
(abating ſomewhat of that Severity which ſhe Jy jur'c 
TN ab ſhe began to ſpeak) the Weaknes WM ha 

which is too ordinarily diſcovered: in my Sex, in hi 
part excuſes your Proceeding.——I am ſenſible WW thin 

there are not a few of us who cannot be aloe Wi; 
with one of yours, without expecting an Addres nice 
of the Nature you would make to me.——Nay,- Wl c.; 
Nay, rejoin d ſe, (perceiving he was about to offer WW £115 
ſomething in Objection to what ſhe ſaid) I hate uilt 
mention'd the only undeniable Reaſon of your Ap bun 
plication, —— there cannot be another found, - of no 
for I am certain the enamour'd Dorimenus is o at, t 
well verſed in what will pleaſe Dalinda, to ſtau I ke 
in need of practiſing his Leſſon on any other Wl y1;1 
Woman; or if he did, it would not be her Friend Hear 
Phile#a he would make his Property. 1 FP 
much Courage as he uſually had in theſe Attacks BF and 
as ſucceſsful as he had ever been, he was almoſt & Reaſ 
a Loſs how to proceed with a Lady who he found B 
ſo well furniſh'd with Weapons of Defence; and i at 6 
he had not been inform'd by ſome tell- tale Cid Pil 
in her Eyes, which now and then flew out with ter ide 1 
der Meſſages, that he had a Friend within, might being 
probably have given over both the Hope and the Mans 
Attempt of vanquiſhing. 4 Leave 
B u T thus embolden'd, he proſecuted his Delf, her P 


2 
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igh'd, begg'd, and ſwore—— ſaid all that the moſt 
burning, raging Love could ſuggeſt, or Wit and 
Eloquence find Words for. — No Interruption hap- 
pening (for ſhe had ordered to be denied, whoever 
came) Hour after Hour paſs'd on in this Employ- 
ment, and not a Moment flew without ſome new 
Invention to urge his Paſſion, and to heighten hers, 
She was, notwithſtanding what ſhe endured in the 


Conftraint, fo much on her Guard, as not to let fall. 


even a Word that might give him Hope. 
Su x would not truſt her own Power of reaſoning 
f far as to enter into any Argument with him, but 
on the Score of Dalinda; and whenever he con- 
jur'd her to pity what he felt, ſhe reminded him 
what twas he ow'd to her who bad given him the 
highelt Proofs of Compaſſion. He could ſay no- 
thing to ker, but what ſhe anſwer'd with the Name 
of Dalinda, — As the Affair was, he had indeed a 
nice Game to play, and it required all the fine 
Senſe and artful Sophiſtry he was Maſter of, to 
ſollicite Favours from the one, without appearin 
vilty of an Ingratitude of thoſe he had va 
e which might juſtly render his Suit 
of no Effet ; tho' it is very much to be wonder d 
at, that that Paſſion which had prompted her to 
take ſo much Pains to engage im, and which 
while he was preſſing her, ſwell'd in her ſtruggling 
Heart, and almoſt crack'd the Strings that held it, 
did not in ſpite of her burſt out, dileloſe the God, 
and ſhow its Force above the faint Controul of 
Reaſon. | | 
Bur Dorimenus was not always to triumph 
at firſt Sight; he could not find a Dalinda in 
Plilecta: As ſhe knew better how to love, ſhe 
alſo knew better how to govern it; and the Time 
being arrived, in which, to be conſiſtent with good 
anners and Decency, he muſt be obliged to take 
Leave, all he could obtain from her at parting was, 
ter Permiflion to wait on her again the next Day; 


and 
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and that only, as ſhe pretended, that ſhe wipht f 
inform him of Dalinda, who ſhe told him ſbe 77 
would ſee in the Morning, and know the Cat I ohe 
which had detain'd her from coming to the Ay. Wl dhe 
pointment. — | er 
II muſt be only a Soul N of the ſtride; % 
Virtue and moſt violent De 


fire, that can form of . 

any juſt Idea of what the hoe Pbilecta ſufferl , 
in ſo exemplary a Self-denial.—— Never Woman 

= lov'd with a greater Tranſcendency of Paſſion... Wi 425 

/ Never Woman was preſs'd to obey the DiQuts V 

of her own Inclinations with more Subtilty and WW ;, } 

Vigour ;——yet never Woman reſiſted with a f. ge 

perior Fortitude.——The Pangs ſhe endur'd, ver of te 

made more ſharp by a Reflection that ſhe o do ce 

them to herſelf; and when ſhe conſider'd hoy WW Min 

eaſy, how tranquil her Thoughts were before the chou 

ſaw Dorimenus, it was with the ſevereſt Cenſue WM tion 

ſhe exclaimed againſt that Curioſity which hal it we 

ſo far betray'd her. She was now no longer WM fic v 

ünſenſible by what Paſſion ſhe had been ſway'd v core 

wiſh a ſecond Interview.——She found ſhe lov R 

him with an Extravagance of Dotage, ——lor'l BW the | 

him to a Degree beyond what ſhe had felt before, WM that 

even though the breaking it off had very near colt WW loy'd 

her her Life, and trembled to think what the Con- make 

ſequences might be of this ſecond, and more i. fhoul 

olent Inclination.—— She was not ſure ſhe ſhould of th 

always be able to refuſe the melting Preſſures f out o 

this dangerous Charmer.——She fear d the Effe ber { 

of a Defire ſo wild and ungovernable——and jul- Wd | 

ly doubted the Force of Reaſon. | 

Wu x could ſhe do, what could ſhe re. in w. 

ſolve, thus tortur'd, thus torn betwixt the fierc come 

Oppoſites, yet not even in a Thought trin r he 

greſſing Honour. She at laſt determin'd never 088 [y 

ſee him more. No, /aid be to herſelf, all charm · ¶ ¶ Diſqu 

ing as he is, though my Eyes can know no Joy flf— 

but looking on him, nor my Ears but in — if > 

2 0 


—— 


— 


Fa TAL CUuR IOS ITV. 145 


to his harmonious Tongue, though every Senſe is 
fall of his Perfections, and have no Taſte for = 
other Pleaſure, they ſhall no more be truſted wit 
the fatal Tranſport. Virtue, Honour, Religion, 
Reputation are at Stake, and all cry out, No more 
indulxe the ruinous Defire ! Fly the deſtruftive Graces 
of the Jovely, the too engaging Dorimenus 
rather let me die than give a Looſe to a Paſſion /o 
pernicious to every Thing that ought to be dear or va- 
| luable. | 


e Wirk this Reſolution ſhe gave a ſtrict Charge 
so her Servants to ſay ſhe was not at home but 
„he had no ſooner ſpoke the Words, than a Flood 
re of tender Paſſions riſing in her Soul, ſhe was about 
el to countermand this Order... She was not Half a 
Wl Minute together in the ſame Mind——hard ſhe 
be thought it to deny herſelf ſo innocent a Satisfac- 
ue tion as the Sight of him; but harder yet ſhe found 
ad it would be, in his Preſence, to contain the Paſſion 
ger ſhe was poſſeſs'd of, from breaking out to his Diſ- 
g covery. | 

U 


Reason therefore enabling her to conſider that 
the only Way to conquer was to fly; and fearing 
that if ſhe ſhould but hear his Voice, the dear- 
bud Sound might have Force enough in it to 
ſhake the Reſolution ſhe had form'd, and that ſhe 
hould be weak enough to call him up, laid hold 
of the firſt Moment of cool Confideration to put it 
out of her Power to-follow the expected Returns of 
ter ſofter Emotions. She flew out of the Houſe, 
ind came not home till late at Night ;——and 
tough there paſſed not one Hour in all that Day, 
te in which ſhe was not a thouſand Times about to 
cel Bi come back——yet ſhe had ſtill Command enough 
anl- Me herſelf, ro ſuppreſs the ſtruggling Inclination. 
In the mean Time, the agreeable Cauſe of her 
Diſquiet was far from being in perfect Eaſe him- 
he was prodigiouſly charm'd with her; and 
fthe Perturbations of his Mind were leſs terrible 

Vo L. IV. G | than 


146 The MasQuERADERS: Ox, 


than thoſe ſhe endur'd, they were yet more violent 
than thoſe which Men ordinarily feel on the like 
Occaſion. | 7 | 

Hz had continu'd all Night in Agitations, which 
2 very well be accounted the Effects of Love; 
and though he had ſome Reaſon to hope ſhe look'y | 
not on him with Eyes of Hate or Diſdain, yet her 
Friendſhip with Dalinda, and her Knowledge of 
the Intimacy between him and that Lady, were 
powerful Objections againſt him. — hut not being 
of a Diſpoſition very liable to Deſpair, and to 
impatient to endure Suſpence, he came prepar'{ 
with all the ee his Paſſion and unfailing 
Wit could furniſh him with, reſolv'd to know at 
once what 'twas he had to expect. 

To find ſhe was abroad, after having promis' 
to admit his Viſit, was a Diſappointment he ws 
not arm'd againſt, —and it gave him a greate: 
Shock than it would have done any other Man, 
becauſe he was leſs accuſtom'd to meet ſuch Treat. 
ment. It was the firſt Mortification of this Kind 
his Vanity had ever receiv'd ; and had it been 
given by another Woman, 'tis probable would have 
cur'd his Paſſion. But Philecta had got faſt hold 
of his Heart, and this little Slight was infinitely 
too weak to ſet it free. Diſpirited and altoge- 
ther unfit for Converſation, he trifled away two 
or three Hours at a Coffee-Houſe, then went 2. 
gain; but meeting the ſame Anſwer as before, 
grew almoſt mac. 5g 8 

HE was now convinced, Love had its Pains a 
well as Pleaſures, and was as much ſurprized d 
find this Alteration in himſelf, as he was that there 
was a Woman in the World on whom he had nd 
been able to make any viſible Impreſſion.— Aſter 
indulging his Spleen the beſt Part of the Day at bis 
own Lodgings, he went again in the Evening (0 
hers ;: but ſhe being ſtill abroad, he could not con. 


ceal his Diſcontent.———He walked backward 
| an 
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It and forward in her Dining-room, aſk'd a thouſand 
ke impertinent Queſtions of the Maid, and beginning 
to believe it an Impoſſibility to ſee her that Night, 
could not leave the Place without letting her know 
ſome Part of the Uneaſineſs he ſuſlain'd, ——He 
deſird Pen and Paper, which being brought him, 
he writ to her in this Manner. i 


Fe 


e e ee 


To the Cruel, but moſt Adorable 
er. 


OTHING could have convinced me you were 
not T rag divine, but the little Diſpofition I 
find in you to Mercy : In the Eye of Heaven, to be a 
zealous Votary is to be a meritorious one; and 1 am 
certain the penetrating Eyes of my adored PhileQa 
cannot but have diſcern d that Quality in ne. 
A never any Woman was created to charm like her, 
fo never any Man had a Heart more ſuſceptible of her 
Power than mine. is with the umme Refig- 
nation. the utmoſt 8 J devote my whole 
deu to Love and you, and beg no more than your Ac- 

tation of the Offering, —— Permit me but to /ee 

jou, and make your own Conditions, how far 1 may 

bey the Dictates of my Paſſion in declaring myſelf 


"7 The Excellent Philecta's 

- Everlaſting Slave, 

2 | 

5 | DorImenvs, 
ard 


P. 8. 


1 
Will 1 


— — — 
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P. S. I will take the Liberty of waiting on you 1. 
morrow Evening; and fince Buſineſs, or, which [ 
much. fear, ſome more agreeable Amuſement, deprivd 
me this Day of the Bleſſing you made me hope, entreat 
you will have Compaſſion enough for the Anxieties | 
feel in this Diſappointment, not to make me the mi} 
miſerable of all created Beings, by à ſecond, which 
_ certainly compleat that Ruin which the firſt has 

egun. 8 ex 


Wuar became of the Soul-tortur'd Philada, 
when ſhe came home and read theſe Lines, let 
thoſe unhappy Women, who have felt the Force 
of a Paſſion as violent as hers, deſcribe———it 
is not in my Power, any more than it is to repre- 
ſent, as it deſerves, the never to be ſufficiently 
admir'd Effect of her Reſolution, and firm Adhe- 
rence to the Rules of Virtue, in an Exigence ſo 


| dangerous !/——Though overwhelm'd and loſt in 


Love and ſoft Defire ; though at each Thought of 
Dorimenus, unuſual Warmth ran thrilling through 


| Her Veins, her Blood beat high, and ſhe was all 


o'er Pulſe though her whole Soul diſſolyd 
in tender Languiſhments, and for one dear, one 
bliſsful Moment, ſhe wou'd have given an Age 


of Life; — yet fix d in her Determination, 
ſhe choſe to die rather than yield to accept the 
proffer'd Joy. | 


To avoid what moſt ſhe wiſh'd, and put it out 
of her Power ever to recede from the Reſolution 
ſhe had form'd, of never ſeeing him any more, ſhe 
Pitched on a Method very extraordinary, and waat, 
perhaps, no Woman before her ever choſe. ——Sſ 
did not doubt but that the ſame Paſſion which had 


inſpir'd him to write to her in the Manner he had 


done, would make him negle& no Opportunity of 
being in her Company.——He had told her in 


the Poſtſcript of his Letter, that he would = 
8 x a e 
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the next Day, and ſhe could not anſwer for herſelf 
that ſhe would not ſee him but if ſhe ſhould 
continue to be denied then, or whenever after he 
ſhould make the ſame Attempt, yet ſtill there was 
no Defence againſt his Writing ; and even if ſhe 1 
return d no Anſwer to encourage him to purſue his 1 
Deſigns, yet it was keeping alive a conſuming Fire 4 
in her Breaſt, which ſhe had Hope might be extin- 1 
oviſh'd, when there was no longer a Poſſibility of 4 
| {ceing him or hearing from him. | | 5 

SHE roſe early in the Morning, and having made | 
what Haſte ſhe could in dreſſing, ſurpriz d Dalinda i 
in her Bed.-———] come, Madam, /aid ſhe, with i | 
an Air ſo wild and troubled, as ſpoke the Diſſati/- 1.5 
faction of her Soul, to relate to you a Hiſtory 
which will afford you both Pain and Pleaſure ; and 
when you ſhall hear with how much Barbarity you 
have been treated by thoſe you moſt confided in, 
you will alſo know you have your Revenge in as 
exquiſite a Manner as your moſt vindictive Thoughts 
could wiſh. | 

HERE ſhe ſtopp'd, either unable to utter more, 
for the violent Emotions which juſt at that Time 
could not but be ſuitable to the Cauſe, or that ſhe 
expected what ſhe would reply to Words which 
promiſed ſomething ſo unexpected. Dalinda, in- 
deed, gave her not much Time to pauſe, and 
having nothing but Dorimenus in her Head, im- 
mediately fancy'd it muſt be ſomething relating 
to him which Philecta had to reveal: And ſtart- 
ing up in her Bed, cry'd, What do you mean, 
my Dear! have you heard any Thing of Dori- 
menus? He is the falſeſt of all his perjur'd Sex, 
um d the other haſtily; nor am I at all behind 
him in Treachery and Ingratitude —— but not 
to add to the Cruelty I have already been guilty 
of to you, by keeping you in Suſpence, know that [ 
love him, love him to Diſtraction, to the extream- 
et Height of furious, raging Paſſion—— that 

| G 3 he 
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he has declared himſelf my everlaſting Votary,— 
and that there wants but Opportunity for us to be 

as compleatly wicked as Falſhood and the Accom- 

pliſhment of looſe Defire can make us. 
IT muſt be left to the Reader's Imagination to 
conceive what twas Dalinda felt in the ſudden 
Shock of this unlook'd- ſor 'Thunder-clap—— there 
are no Words capable of doing juſtice to the Hor- 
rors, the Perplexities which at that Inſtant invaded 
her whole Soul, convuls'd all her Frame, and ſhook 
each tender Limb with Tremblings, ſuch as for a 
Time depriv'd her of the Power of Speech. She, 
- whoſe Diſcourſe had thrown her into this Condi- 

tion, was herſelf incapable of regarding it, feeling 
in her own Breaſt Anxieties at leaſt equal to thoſe 
ſhe had occaſion'd in hers, — and going 
on with the deſtructive Story, There, cry'd /, 
throwing on the Bed the Letter which Dorime- 
nus had writ, there, read that, and you will need 
_ little Information how very guilty we have 

n. 

Tux Sight of his well-known Hand, recall'd 
the fainting Spirits of the unfortunate Dalinda, 
ſhe read the fatal Scroll, and by Degrees 
coming out of that Aſtoniſhment, which had for 
ſome ents ſtunn'd Reflexion, and ſuſpended 
the moſt raging Paſſion of the Soul, ——Deſpair 
and Jealouſy now ſhow'd themſelves in their moſt 
proper Colours, and pour'd out Curſes numberleſs 


on the perfidious Dorimenus. and Pbilecta, thoſe 


Undoers of her Peace! thoſe Betrayers of 
her Truſt ! with the moſt bitter Invectives, 


——— the moſt ſevere Reproaches Heart e er 


. conceiv'd, or Tongue e' er utter'd, did ſhe ex- 
claim againſt. the Baſeneſs of them both. 
Her guilty Friend heard them with Patience, nor 
interpoſed one Word in Vindication either of herſelf 
or him, whoſe ruinous Charms had been the Cauſe 
of all. this Scene of Woe; till pereoiving bet 

| ury 
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Fury had almoſt ſpent itſelf in Railing, ſhe deſir'd 
he her Attention to what yet remain'd to be told of 
n. this tormenting Secret; which the other willingly 
complying with, ſhe reveaPd every Circumſtance 
of the Aﬀair, beginning from the Meaſures which 
her Curioſity had prompted her to take, to ſee, and 
entertain the Man whoſe Character ſhe had heard 
ſo much of, and concluding with the fatal Conſe- 
quence, and her Reſolution henceforward ever to 
void him. | | [<8 
SHE had no ſooner ended, than Dalinda, as 
doubting the Truth of her laſt Words, with a 
Sigh, cry'd out, And can you then, Phz/e&a, be 
ſo much the Miſtreſs of your Inclinations, as to 
maintain a Reſolution ſo infinitely prejudicial to 
them.—Reaſon, anſwer*d the other, may certainly 
enable one to do a great deal; but leſt it ſhould 
nat be ſufficient of itſelf for my Protection, I call 
in the Aſſiſtance of a jealous Rival's watchful Care. 
——o-[ will not promiſe that without your Aid 
could for ever deny myſelf the Joy of look- 
ing on him, Nor would I on any other Score 
have made you the Confidante of my Weakneſs. 
But what Method, interrupted Dalinda, is it 
m my Power to take? The Heart that is once 
eftrang'd, requires more Artifice than mine to re- 
cover, You have no Cauſe, (re- aſſumed Philecta) 
to imagine your Caſe ſo. deſperate.— I have already 
told you by what Stratagems, which my Curioſity 
tught me, I occaſion'd theſe two Days Abſence; 
le yet believes you would not receive a Viſit at 
your own Houſe write to him, therefore, con- 
nee him of the contrary——and when you ſee 
lim next, there is no Danger but your continu'd 
Kindneſs, and the Appearance of my continu'd 
Korn, and the Impoffibility he will find to enter- 
tn me, will oblige him to give over a hopeleſs 
Proſecution, and turn the whole Bent of his De- 
ires on her who has ſo dearly purchaſed them.—— 
| G 4 | Beſides, 
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Beſides, added foe, if Fondneſs fails to engage, 
leave his Letter with you, permit you to ſhew it 
him, to upbraid him with it, and if he has an 

Spark of Pride or Reſentment in him, (of both 
which Jam much miſtaken if he has not a conj. 
derable Share) he will ſoon hate the Woman why 
has expos'd him in the Manner I have done 9 
you——and the Contempt he will have for me 
make him avoid my Preſence, with as much Care 
as too much Love and Admiration obliges me to 

do his. With this Advice, and the Aſſurance tha 
whatever ſhe ſuffer'd in ſo terrible a Conſtraint, the BW H 
never would conſent to ſee him more, Philecta leſt Love 
her more at Eaſe than ſhe had been at the Begin. 
ning of her Diſcourſe, nor was ſhe herſelf without 
ſome ſecret Satisfaction that ſhe had perform'd the 
cruel Taſk ſhe had ſet herſelf, and been ſevereh 
juſt to Virtue — and in the Midſt of all thoſe J. 
gonies which ariſe from ſtruggling Nature uncon- 
quer'd, though o'erpower'd, felt a Kind of gloony 
Tranſport, that ſhe had paſs'd the fiery Trial, and 
ſecured her Honour from all the Attacks of Loye 
and her own Wiſhes. ; 

Phile4a was no ſooner gone, than Dalinda went 
about to follow the Advice ſhe had given her, and 
reſerving her Reproaches, that they might break 
out with the greater Fury when ſhe ſaw him, en- 
ploy'd her Pen to Dorimenus in this Manner. 


Fa TAL CuR1osiITy. 153 


We N NN 


Accomplih'd DoR IM EN Us. 


LL Obſtacles being now remov' d, I beg to ſee 
my Angel this Evening about Five at my oon 
Hſe, where beſide the grand Buſineſi of my Lift, 
Love, I have another Affair to communicate concern- 


ing the Occafion of my not meeting the Soul of all 


one, if you would have me think you yet have that 
lenderneſs you ſo often have made Profeſſion of, to 


b. 

ny Your moſt Paſſionate and 

nd 

ve Ever Faithful 

nt DaLinpa. 
nd 

ak 


Tus Billet was far from being receiv'd 
with that Welcome from Dorimenus, which thoſe 
fom her were accuſtomed to meet. — He 
kd again been to viſit Philecka, and was again 
appointed in his Hope of ſeeing her; which, 
logether with having no Anſwer to the Letter he 
ud left for her the Day before, put him in 
| ill an Humour, that he was entirely unfit for 
ty Converſation, much more for an amorous one. 
ile liked Philecka too well, to like any other 
'oman at all; and the Opinion he had, that it 
s for the Sake of Dalinda he had found the 
wer ſo deaf to his Entreaties, render'd her, of 
Uher Sex, the leaſt 1 of pleaſing him. | 


To the moſt Charming of his Sex, the 


m Joys the other Day at PhileQa's Fail not to 


— 
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Altogether indifferent, therefore, how ſhe might 
take it, he return'd her an Anſwer of Excuſe, by 
in ſo cold and careleſs a Stile, that if ſhe had been 
wholly ignorant of his new Paſſion, ſhe might ez. 
fily have perceiv'd ſomething had N to the 
Ruin of her Hopes. 2 


bd uE. ß 
| To the Agreeable Dolinde. 


I An extreamly. forry that Buſineſs of the gruutf 
Conſequence makes it impoſſible for me to ſet yu 
at the Time you mention. ben I have df 
patch'd that, I fhall gladly attend you, and rent 
thoſe Tenderneſſes, which will be ever a Pleaſurt u 


him, who is 


Sincerely Yours, 1 

© Donny, | 
| | | n 
P. S. I fear it will be ſome Days before I can bi : 
happy enough to ſee you. | | 22 
„ 1 6 | Jenkble 
_ *T18 utterly- impoſſible to repreſents with what leck, 


Afff iction ſhe receiv'd ſo manifeſt a Proof, that ſhe 
no longer had a Place in the Affection of Duin 
vu; for though by what ſhe heard from Phil 
and the Sight of his Letter to her, ſhe was exoug| 
convinced of his Infincerity and Mutability d 
Temper, yet ſhe was far from believing ſhe a 
entirely loſt him; but ſhe now could think 
other.——She read the vexatious Billet over 2 
over, and could find in it nothing that had ti 
Appearance of Love, — it ſeemed ſcarce con 
plaiſant, and the bitter Anguiſh of her Soul _ 
1 
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«ſelf in Complainings, ſuch as had he been Wit- 
neſs of (poſſeſs d as he was with the moſt violent 
paſſion for another) he muſt have pity'd, and per- 
haps, reliev'd the ſad Deſpair which had occaſi- 
n'd them. | | | 4 

; Tax Tempeſt of her Grief being a little over, 
and the Power of Conſideration return'd, ſhe began 
to think what was beſt for her to do, either to ob- 
lige him to a Return of Kindneſs, or to acknow- 
ledge himſelf as falſe and as ungrateful 4s he had 
ſworn to be the contrary. Full of her Wrongs, 
therefore, and impatient to upbraid him, ſhe took 
his Letter to Philecta, and ſent it to him under a 
Cover, in which ſhe writ theſe Lines. 


Does ease edge 


To the Thankleſs, but Ever-Dear 
 DoR1MENUSs, 


85 NC ZE you have no leiſure Moments to throw away 
on a Woman whom you no longer love, 1 ſend you 
mchſed this Letter, that you may know 1 am not in- 
ſenſible of the Reaſon of your Alſence. Phi- 
letta, I confeſs, has Charms to create the moſl vi- 
Went Paſſion, but I can never be brought to achnow- 
kde, that all ſhe is pofſeſs'd of, were they infinitly 
ſwerior to what they are, can be an Excuſe for Falſ- 
lud and Ingratitude to another. ———— 1 need not 
ul you with what a Ferwency of tender Paſſiom 1 
ave ld you, my Action, have ſufficiently convinced 
w of that Truth: But when I declare, that I do 
l lave lee you with the ſame unbated Fond- 
ras before I knew your Crime 1 need appeal 
v farther than to your orun Soul to judge, whether 
mt I give a Proof of Conftancy and forgiving Ten- 

derneſs, 
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derneſi, which the World cannot produce frequent Ex. 
amples of .,—— By Heaven] you are, even in Falhnd 


dearer to me than my Lift, or than every Thing the 


World calls valuable. Return then, thou love ly. 
grate! 7 20 charming Deſtroyer of my Peace, return 
ax nn make me happy in thoſe tranſporting Jon, 
which only you have Powwer to give, and none but thi, 
auh love like me, are capable of receiving. — Be by 
half as ready to accept a Pardin, as I am to afford 
it, and I ſhall ſtill be bleff ; — nor will I ever rut 
what's paſt, unlſi to raiſe our Bliſi, by a Renen- 
Brance and fond Regretting of this little Interval. _—. 
Haſte to my Arms, my eager, my os wie | Arms! and 
let me there unfold what tis I wiſh, what "tis I law 
guiſh for; amidſt that Rapture, I can aloe unfill 
how much, — how paſſionately, —how much beyond the 
Reach of Words, I am | 


My Adored Donn. ENUS's 
Moſt faithfully Devoted 
Da rind, 


P. S. I beg, as though for my Lift to ſee you this 

Night; I know you are enough Maſter of your cun 
Time to grant me this N and if refuſed, ſhall 
be certain, that Want of Inclination is my only En. 
— Once more, my Angel, adieu. | 


Lr any of that Sex (of which I believe there 
are but few, who have not Plurality of Engage 
ments) form to themſelves an Idea of what Ii 
rimenus felt in ſo ſurprizing a Turn. — to ſee 
his own Letter, containing the moſt paſſionate De- 
claration of Love to one Woman, in the Hands 
of another, whom he had alſo pretended to love, 
to the ſame violent Degree; — and at the ſame 
Time, to find ſo much forgiving Goodneſs, 8 


Fa TAL CuxIOSIT Y. 157 
he cou'd have expected only Rage and Reſent- 
ment, to be preſs'd beyond Denial to come 
and receive that Pardon, which he was conſcious 
of being far from meriting —— All this was ſuf- 
ficient to excite in him the utmoſt Extreams of 
Aſtoniſnment, of Gratitude, and of Shame for ſo 
unexampled a Generoſity, and Obligements, he 
neither had it in his Power to deſerve or to re- 
quite: —— but of all the various Agitations he 
was ſeiz d with, there was none gave him half 
that Pain, as the Apprehenſion, that it cou'd be 
by no other Means than herſelf, that his Letter 
to Phileta had been expoſed to Dalinaa 
Her refuſing to admit his Viſits, very much 
ſtrengthen'd this Opinion. He now began to 
be aſſur'd, that all his Attempts on that Lady 
wou'd be fruitleſs ; and that either to gratify her 
Sex's Vanity, and fond to boaſt her Power, or in 
Obedience to the Rules of a Friendſhip pretty un- 
common, (eſpecially among Women) ſhe had 
made a Sacrifice of his Pretenſions. There was, 
indeed, nothing unnatural in this Suppoſition, and 
he was humbled beyond Expreſſion to find he had 
been ſo much deceiv'd in the _— of the Eyes, 
which he was uſed to imagine he had a perfect Un- 
derſtanding in, and which had ſeem'd to tell him, 
there was ſomething in the Soul of that Lady which 
pleaded ſtrongly in his Behalf. —— But reſolv'd to 
be convinc'd, and not knowing any Way to be ſo, 
but by going to Dalinda, choſe rather to en- 
dure all the juſt Reproaches he muſt expect, from 
a Woman treated in the Manner he had done her, 
than endure one Hour an Uncertainty ſo perplex- 
ing. —— He, therefore, after the Meſſenger had 
waited a long Time the Reſult of his Determina- 
tion, ordered him to let the Lady, who ſent him, 
know, he wou'd, without fail, wait on her at the 
Time ſhe deſired. | 7 0 


I wilb 
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-T w1LL not trouble my Reader with any Repeti. 
tion of what his Thoughts were that Night, 'tis eaſy 
to believe they were not fill'd with very violent 
Perturbations. == He was perfectly convincd, 
that the Woman, who of all the World he believed 
moſt: worthy his Eſteem, lov'd him with a Paſfon, 
which he could not have hoped ; and as he kney 
there was nothing wanting but his Preſence, to 
baniſh all the Guards which Virtue raiſed in Op. 
polition to his Deſires, —— he reſolv'd, ſome way 
or other, to get to the Speech of her. The Morning 
no ſooner broke than he aroſe, and dreſſing himſelf 
went once more to the Houſe where Phila, 
lodg'd, deſigning to beg Permiſſion for a 
Moment's Converſation ; but Love and Fortune 
befriending him on this Occaſion, he found the 
Door open; and eager of Acceſs, ſtay'd not till 
any body ſhould come to anſwer his Demand ; but 
walking gently in, and going up Stairs with the 
ſame Precaution, got to the Apartment of the 
Charmer, without being obſerv'd :—— The Door 
was only ſhut to; and in his attempting to knock, 
flew open, and admitted the impatient Lover. 
He made no Scruple of running immediately to 
the Chamber. She was not yet riſen, and 
had but that Moment waked from a moſt pleafing 
Dream, of which he was the Subject: Imagin« 
tion, always a Friend to Love, had. given her, in 
Sleep, a full Idea of thoſe Joys, which, when awatr, 
ſhe durſt not allow. herſelf to think of. The rap 
turous Image left an unuſual Languiſhment in her 
Eyes, they had nothing of their wonted Auſterity 
remaining, and ſeem'd rather to invite than forbid 
the adventurous Gazer, who, in ſpight of his naturaſ 
Boldneſs, was a little daſh'd at his firſt Entrance. — 
He was two or three Moments in the Room before 
ſhe ſaw or heard bim ; but the agreeable Poſture in 
which ſhe lay, and which diſclos'd to him Beauties, 
which her Dreſs had conceal'd, gave him Agita- 


tions 
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tions too violent to permit him to continue long at 
the Diſtance he then was; — he made but one 
Step to the Bed-fide, and throwing himſelf on his 
Knees, by that beſeeching Poſture endeavour'd to 
aſſure her, he came not on any diſhonourable De- 
gn. ——— She gave a little Shriek at firlt Sight 
of him; but not happening to be heard by any in 
the Houſe, no Interruption inſu'd, and he had all 
the Opportunity he could wiſh, to perſuade her ſhe 
had no Cauſe to fear his Preſence. . Her 
Soul was at this unguarded Hour, too much diffoly'd, 
to permit her to aſſume any Part of that Severity 
with which ſhe had treated him when laſt he en- 
tertain'd her : ——— Yet trembling for the Con- 


ſequence of this Viſit, ſhe entreated him to with- _ 


draw into the next Room, affuring him ſhe wou'd 
there liſten to all he had to ſay. ——-— But he too 


well underſtood the Advantage he was poſſeſs'd 


of, to let it ſlip ; and inſtead of retiring, drew by 


Degrees nearer and nearer to the tempting Scene, 
till he was too cloſe to be repuls'd without having, 
taken ſome Part of the Satisfaction his Paſſion re- _ 


quired : —— She cou'd not hinder him from kifling 
and embracing her, ———from feaſting his impa- 
tient Eyes with every naked Charm about her. 
from roving o'er them with his glowing Hands, 
with all the unlimited Freedom of luxurious Fond- 
neſs, and at laſt, amidſt Delight and Pain, a Rack 
of Extaſy on both Sides, ſhe more faintly denying, 
he more vigorouſly preſſing, half yielding, half re- 
luctant, ſhe was wholly loſt, —— all her boaſted 
Reaſon, all her forceful Reſolution, ——— all 
the Precautions of ſo many Days, in one tumultuous 
Moment were overcome ; Love triumph'd over 
all, and revell'd in the Spoils of Honour. 
The Difficulty with which Dorimenus had gain'd 
this Conqueſt, enhanc'd the Value; and the Re- 


ſtraint which Philecka had put on her Inclina- 


tions, made her now give a greater Looſe to them; 


which 
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which puts me in Mind of what a late celebrated 
Author ſays on the like Occaſion ; 


She that fo fiercely can refift Deſire ; 
With double Rage will love, when Raptures fire. 


And *tis certain, when once a Woman of Viriu⸗ 
falls a Victim to Love, ſhe is by as many Degrees 
more vigorous in the Gratification of her Paſſion, x; 
ſhe was in her Efforts to overcome it. 

T xt Tranſport over, the Conqueſt fully ſecured, | 
the happy Lover was now eaſily perſuaded to go in- 
to the next Room, and the yet unrepenting Fair 
rung her Bell for her Maid, to aſſiſt her in getting 
out of Bed. They paſs'd the Remainder of that 
Day together, and in the Intervals of their Endear- 
ments, beguild the Hours in Diſcourſes on the va- 
rious Turns which had happen'd in the ſhort Time 
of their Acquaintznce, and by what ſtrange and 
extraordinary Means each had arrived at the Point 
they now were at. | 5 
Fox about a Week, never any two People more 
indulg'd themſelves in guilty Pleaſures, they 
ſcarce were ever aſunder in that Time; Dorimenus 
could not live without Philecta, nor Philecta with- 
out Dorimenus ; both abandon'd all other Conver- 
ſation, and found nothing agreeable, nothing char- 
ming, but in each other: He thought all he 
could do too little to merit the Favour of a Wo- 
man qualified like her, and ſhe imagin'd ſhe could 
never enough requite a Conſtancy and Gratitude ſo 
uncom mon, —— each made it their whole Study to 
oblige the other, and there wanted but a Certain) 
of its being permanent, to render their Condition 
a Kind of 3 on Earth. | 

Bur all this while, what were the Anxieties of 
poor Dalinda ? what did ſhe not ſuſtain, rack'd 
with a fruitleſs ExpeQtation, —— tortur'd with the 
worſt Furies of the Soul, Suſpence and Jealouſy — 

| an 
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and notwighſtanding all her Endeavours, altogether 
unable to find out the Cauſe of this Diſppointment 
of her ſo lately elevated Hopes, in vain ſhe writ, in 
yain ſhe ſent to Dorimenus, He had neither the 
leaſt Remains of Inclination to viſit her, nor Time 
to make Excuſes for his Abſence, — his whole Soul 
and all his Moments were elſewhere devoted, —— 
he was now all Philecta's, as much as a Man of 
his Temper could be, and the forſaken Lady 
felt, in the Impoſſibility of finding out the Reaſon 
of his Change of Behaviour, Diſquietudes almoſt 
equal to the Loſs of him occaſion'd. The 
Manner in which Philecta had diſcover'd the Decla- 
ration he had made her, and the Tenderneſs ſhe . 
cou d not avoid feeling for him, made her far from 
ſuſpecting what had happen'd between them after- 
ward; nor would ſhe ever have had it in her 
Thoughts, that it was for her Sake ſhe was treated 
in this Manner, if an Accident had not call'd her to 


other Side the Thames, The Houſe ſhe was at, 
was the very next to one eminent for the Pleaſure 
of its Situation, and fine Gardens; by a Chance, 
unlucky to the Peace of thoſe ſhe ſpy'd, ſhe look'd 
out. of a Window, which had the Command of 
Part of the Walks, and ſaw her ungrateful Dori- 
menus, and what amaz'd her more, Philecta with 
tim, — The ſudden Rage which invaded her at ſo 
expected, and ſo ſhocking a Diſcovery, left no 
Nom for Diſcretion to interpoſe: She flew imme- 
lately out of the Houſe ſhe then was in, and into 
the Garden, where they ſtill continu'd, with only 
i little Altgration of Poſture ; for as before ſhe had 
nly barely ſeen they were together, without any 
ther Reaſon to believe them guilty, than that they 
ere in a Place ſo remote from any other Company; 
he now found them in an Arbour, he lying careleſly 
own on a Carpet ſpread on the Floor, with his Head 
n her Lap, as ſhe was ſitting by him, ſhe had * of 
er 


viſit, on ſome Buſineſs, a Relation who liv'd on the 
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her Hands faſt graſped in his, and with the other 
ſhe ſeem'd to toy, and ſtroke his Face and Breaſl.— 
Tis hard to ſay, whether Amazement or Indignati- 
on had the greateſt Share in her Breaſt ; but 'ti 
eaſy to believe the Violence of both left no Room 
for Conſideration, — the Lovers Joſt in the pleating 
Contemplation of each others Charms, nor ſaw, nor 
heard her, till running to the Place where they were, 
and catching hold of Phila, — Tis well, Madam 
(/e cry'd) is this your boaſted Virtue ? —your Re. 
_ ſerve ? —— Falſe, falſe Woman ! —— And you, 
continued /be, turning to Dorimenus) ungrateful and 
moſt perjur'd of all your deceiving Sex, what Excuſe 
canſt thou now make ?— by what Artifices, by what 
Inſinuations canſt thou again betray my eaſy Nature? 
— ——- Thou cool Deſigner ! What can thy ſubtle- 
working Wit invent, to clear thy Honour or Phi. 
lecta's Innocence ?— You both are known, detecled, 
and be aſſured the Afair ſhall be no Secret.—I will, 
at leaſt, have the Satisfaction of Revenge. — She 
had railed on, if Dorimenus, who by this Time had 
recover'd himſelf from the Surpriſe of her firſt Ap- 
232 had not put a litte Stop to the Career of 

er Tongue by theſe Words : Well, Madam, 
(/aid he ta her, in an angry Accent] what you uſed, 
you may, if you pleaſe, divulze ; but I would have 
you conſider well before you tali too much.——Re- 
member that Dalinda can ſuſpect nothing of Phi- 
lecta, but what Phile&a is certain of Dalinda. =— 
I would have you, therefore, be tender of this [z- 
dy's Honour, as you would preſerve your own .—As 
for me, I will at any other Time reply to your Up- 
braidings, but at preſent. you appear to, warm for 
Argument. — He ſaid noanore, but taking Ph 
lecta, who was almoſt dead with Shame, by the 
Hand, and leading her with all poſſible Speed 
to the Water-ſide, where a Boat waited for them, 
left the forſaken Fair to utter her Complainings to 
the unregarding Wind. | | 


CHE 
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ther CHE was as good as her Word, however, — the 
.- (axenture, through her Means, became the Chat 
ati- of the whole Town, and Philecta ſuffer'd a great 
tis ral from the Admonitions of her Relations and 
om friends, — all who had any Concern for her Repu- 
ling tition, adviſed her to break off her Acquaintance 
nor WW yith him, but that was a Ta ſk not fo eaſy to be ac- 
ere, tompliſn'd as they imagin'd, — ſhe could ſooner 
m' ure forgone her Life, than his Converſation, and 


Re. ts impoſſible for any thing to be more expoſed 
ou, thin the Affair between them. | 
- Zur this was not the worſt Part of her Misfor- 
uſe 


une; an unexpected Occaſion happen'd to call him 
into the Country ſoon after; and though he took 
Leave of her with all the tender Proteſtations ima- 
emable, an Overture of Marriage being there made 
him with a very agreeable Lady, *tis thought he will 
ally be brought to accept it. Philecta has heard the 
News, and to increaſe her Misfortune, finds herſelf 
with Child. — The Agonies ſhe now ſuſtains in a 
too late Repentance, are not to be deſcrib'd. Un- 
done in all which ought to be valued, ſhe curſes 
the undoing Tranſport ſhe ſo lately bleſt, — and is 
ſuficiently convinc'd how infinitely to blame ſhe 
was, in indulging a Curioſity which proved ſo fa- 
tal to her Virtue, her Reputation, and her Peace of 
Mind ; and which, *tis highly probable, will in a 
ſort time be found ſo to her Life. 
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Love various Minds does variouſly inſpire 3 

He flirs in gentle Nature's gentle Fire, 

Lite that of Incenſe on the Altars laid; 

But raging Flames tempeſtuous Souls invade: 

A Fire hich every windy Paſſion blows, 

With Pride it mounts, and with Revenge it glows. 
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EVER was a Court more reſplen- 

Z dent with Beauties, than that of 
France, in the Reign of their late 
Monarch Lewzs XIV. That Prince, 
in Spite of his Ambition, found 

. Room for Love, nor could the in- 
ceſant Hurry of his other Affairs deprive him of 
the Pleaſures of Gallantry. He was for ever engag' d 
n ſome Amour: One Defire- no ſooner ficken'd, 
than another kindled in his Soul. But of all that 
ud the Power to charm him, none ever main- 
uin'd a more abſolute Dominion, than Madam ae 
torteſpan ; and if it was not ſo laſting as that 
if the celebrated Maintenon, yet, for the 9 5 

eld, 
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| held, it was as ſtrong. In the Houſe, and unde: 
| the Care of this great Lady, did the lovely La. 
ſelia receive her Education; who being her Niece, 

and extreamly belov'd by her, tis not to be doubt. 

ed but that ſhe had all thoſe Adyantages and Im. 

rovements, which are neceſlary to accompliſh 3 

Maid of Quality for Converſations ſuch as yere 

ſuitable to her Characte. 
Tux Miſtreſſes of Kings are not conſider'd in 
the ſame View with thoſe of private Men; the 
Intereſt every one had in making their Court 
to Madam de Monteſpan, and the perpetual Re. 
ſort of the beſt Company to her Houſe, gave our 
Laſſelia, as ſhe grew up, Opportunities of im- 
proving herſelf, which ſhe could have found in 
no other Place; and thoſe Advantages, join'd to 
a natural Genius of her own, much more ſublime 
than is ordinarily obſerved in Perſons of her Sex, 
eſpecially at ſuch an Age, made her Behaviour 
ſurpriſing to thoſe of riper. Years; grey Hain 
would liſten to her Talk with Pleaſure, the Deli- 
cacy of her Notions was ſuch, that the Wiſeſt would 
acknowledge themſelves edify'd by her Converſa- 
tion.—— But if the grave Part of the World were 
charm'd with her Wit and Diſcretion, the young 
and gay were infinitely more ſo with her Beauty, 
which though it was not of that dazling Kind 
which ſtrikes the Eye at firſt looking on it with 
Deſire and Wonder, yet it was ſuch as ſeldom 
faiPd of captivating Hearts the moſt averſe to Love. 
Her Features were perfectly regular, her Eyes had 
an uncommon Vivacity in them, mix'd with a 
Sweetneſs, which ſpoke the Temper of her Soul; 
her Mien was graccfully eaſy, and her Shape the 
moſt exquiſite that could be; in fine, her Charms en- 
creas'd by being often ſeen, every View diſcover 
ſomething. new to be admir'd ; and though they 
were of that Sort which more properly may be {aic 
to perſuade than command Adoration, yet * 
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ſuaded it in ſuch a Manner, that no Mortal was 
able. to reſiſt their Force —— And, indeed, 
when Paſſion enters the Soul by ſuch gentle and 
unperceiv'd Degrees, it generally takes a ſure 
Hold, and is with much leſs Eaſe extirpated, than 
when it ruſhes all at once upon us, and boldly tells 
ws that we muſt obey. Ee, 22. 
LASSELTA being ſuch,. and infinitely more 
zereeable than I have Power to repreſent her, tis 


Namber of Adorers : Both her Parents being dead, 
Madam de Monteſpan was never at Reſt for the Sol- 


beautiful Neice had attracted to defire her in Mar- 
rage : But that Lady having Affairs enough of her 
oyn to manage, troubled not herſelf much about 
t; and had Laſſelia been inclinable to alter her 
Condition, whether to her Advantage or not, *tis 
probable the other, in ſpite of the Kindneſs ſhe 
had for her, would not have taken much Pains ei- 
ther to have forwarded or prevented it. 

Tu young, and as yet inſenſible Subject of 
this little Hiſtory, thought herſelf happy in this 
Diſpoſition of her Aunt, which gave her ſo much 
the Liberty of acting as ſhe pleas'd ; for finding in 
herſelf rather an Averſion to Marri: ge, than any 
laclination to it, nothing could have been fa 
locking to the Humility and Sweetneſs of her 
eden, as to bave found herſelf oblig'd, either 
b have yielded to enter into a State, which, in 
the Humour ſhe was at preſent, muſt have made 
ter wretched ; or, by refuſing, incur the Diſplea- 
we of a Lady, who ſhe conſider'd as a Parent, 
ad for whom ſhe had the greateſt Eſteem, and 
endereft Regard. | 
Tavs charming, and uncharm'd, did ſhe p- ſs 
er Days in the, moſt perf. ct Tranquillity that cou'd 
e; no auſtere Parent, or Guardian, to over-awe 
Werſion, and force her to receive with Smiles the 
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eaſy to believe ſh2 was not without a very great 


licitations of thoſe, whom the Perfections of her 
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Man ſhe hated . —No Hopes, no Fears, Sul. 
—.— Perplexity, nor racking Jealouſies, diſſurbd 


W as oY 


ter Peace of Mind ——— ſhe knew no Wiſh be. 
yond what ſhe enjoy'd———and if ſhe thought of 
: Love at all, it was but to wonder at the Influence 

| ſhe ſaw it have on others. Among the Numbers 

that addreſs'd her, there was not one whoſe 4. 

1 fence cou'd ay her a Moment's Pain, though ſe. 
| veral whoſe Preſence pleas'd ; but then it was only 
| ſuch a Kind of Pleaſure as might have flow'd from 
| the Converſation of one of her own Scx, equal 
qualified with good Senſe and Complaiſance—_. 
a cold Reſpeds, or, at moſt, a bare Liking of 
their Company, was all that the moft favourd 
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Could boaſt of from her; nor did ſhe once ina . 
gine ſhe ſhould ever be brought to entertain any a 
other Notions of that uneaſy Paſſion, than what e "* 
was at preſent poſſeſs'd of —— that it was all Ch: = 
mera; and that thoſe who ſeem'd moſt fatally 1 
ſway'd by it, had only ſo long affected to be mad, 1 
that at laſt they grew ſo in Reality. = 
"Tis poſhble, indeed, ſhe never might have a 
. Chang'd her Sentiments, had ſhe continued in Pa- 1 
ris, Where ſhe had already ſeen every body worthy 5 
her Conſideration, without confeſſing herſelf the lr 
leaſt ſuſceptible of what ſo many had endeavoured Pal 
to inſpire : But an unexpected Turn happening 1 "F 
her Affairs, brought her to a different Scene of * 
ON9ſervation, and convinc'd her how little, in ſpite fer 
of her fine Senſe, ſhe knew the true Diſpoſition 0 by 
her own He :rt. | 5 
Trae King coming one Day to viſit Madam 4 7 
Monteſpan, and hearing ſhe was laid down tote * 
ſe, contented himſelt with paſſing an Hour or tue 5 
in Talk with her fair Niece, deſigning no mort ug 
than to divert himſelf till the other ſhou d awake Th | 
| but he was ſo infinitely pleas'd and ſurpris d with pi 
the Charms of her Converſation, having never ti a 


he 


that Time had the Opportunity of entertainin 
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her alone, that he could have wiſh'd a longer Con- 
tinuance of it. 3 "LE 

Hs was but juſt beginning to let her know the 
Satisfaction this Interview had given him, when 
he was prevented from ſaying more by the Coming 
of Madam 4% Monteſpan. *Tis probable her Pre- 
ſence never had been ſo unwelcome before, and 
he teſtified the Chagrin he conceived at it, by a 
tender Preſſure of the young Laſſelia's Hand, as 
ſhe withdrew, telling him ſhe left his Majeſty to a 
Converſation. more worthy of entertaining him. 
As artleſs as ſhe was, and as indifferent an Opinion 
as ſhe had of Love, ſhe eaſily perceiv'd ſhe had 
inſpir'd him with that Deſire which bears the 
Name of it, and was ſo far from being proud of 
| her Power, that it gave her a very great Uneaſi- 
, neſs; ſhe foreſaw a World of Difficulties would 
attend the Conqueſt of this Royal Slave, and 


heartily wiſh'd that what he had faid to he}, might 


prove to be only the Effect of an unmeaning Gal- 
lantry, and forgot as ſoon as ſpoke. But, alas ! 


her Charms had made a much deeper Impreſſion | 


on the Heart of this amorous Monarch, than ſhe 
defired they ſhould ; the very next Day confirm'd 
her Knowledge of it 1 
| her in a Gallery, as ſhe was paſſing through to viſit 
ſome Ladies in the Palace, he ſtopp'd her, and 
made ſo paſſionate a Declaration to her, that ſhe 
ſtood in need of all her Wit to anſwer him in 
Terms which ſhou'd neither affront the Offers he 
made, nor encourage him to repeat them : But 
tho' her Replies to all he ſaid, were full of Reſpe& 
and Gratitude for the Conſideration he ſee m'd to 
have of her, yet ſhe maintain'd that cool Reſerve, 
that Majeſty of Modeſty, which all Women, though 
in the loweſt Rank of Life, owe ſo much to them- 
ſelves to wear even to the Higheſt, when their 
Virtue is aſſaulted; that it might have daſh'd a 
Lover leſs accuſtomed to Succeſs. But he was ſo 
| H 2 well 
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well acquainted with the Ambition that moſt Wy. 
men have of being the Favourite of a King, that 
he conſider'd her Refuſals only as the Reſult of 


what ſhe: might fear from the Indignation of her 


Aunt, Madam de Monteſpan, and therefore ſent 
Monſieur /e Braſe, one who at that Time was 
Gentleman of his Bed-Chamber, to let her know, 
That, if ſhe pleaſed, ſhe had it in her Power to be 
greater than the Perſon ſhe at preſent had a Depen- 
dance on, and to make her an Offer of a very fine 
Caſtle near the River, Seine for her Reſidence, 
Laſſelia was more concern'd than can be well ex. 
preſs'd when this Meſſage was deliver'd to her, 
and conjur'd him that brought it to return ſome 
Anſwer, in what Manner ſhe did not care, ſo it 
were ſuch as would cut off all Room to believe ſhe 
ever could be prevail'd on to do any Thing which 
might deſerve ſuch Bounties = Let the King, 
faid ſhe, think me imprudent, or unwiſe, his Opi- 
nion, nay, his Indignation, cannot give me more 
Chagrin, than does his Affection. It was in vain 
that the Confidante repreſented to her the Advan- 
tages there were in being Miſtreſs to a King, the 
was not to be mov'd, nor had Grandeur any 
Cnarms when it was to be purchas'd at a Rate ſo 
dear as Loſs of Virtue: And he found himſelf 
oblig'd to return without being able to gain any 
Thing from her, which might make his Maſter ſa- 
tisfy'd with his Negotiation, | LE hes et he 
Bur all this could not pafs without the Obſer- 
vation of Madam de Monteſpan; ſhe had taken 
Notice in what Manner the King had look'd, 
when he took Leave of her Niece the Day ſhe had 
entertain'd him in her Abſence=———She had her 
Spies, which had inforai'd her of his talking to her 
in the Gallery - and the coming of /z Braſe 


to her Houſe, and the private Converſation they 
had together, ſufficiently confirm'd her, ſhe had a 
Rival in her Neice, and fir'd her jealous Soul with 

— 
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an inexpreſſible Indighation - She upbraided 
the innocent La/zlia with Falſhood and Ingra- 
titude, and vow'd a Vengeance ſuitable to the 
Cauſe ; and it was to no Purpoſe for a long Time, 
that the other endeavour'd to clear herſelf from 
theſe Aſperſions; Rage is always deaf. This 
Misfort une, as it was unforeſeen, was the more 
terrible to be borne ; nor is it to be wonder'd at, 
that ſhe ſhould be prodigiouſly alarm'd at what fo 
nearly touch'd her Intereſt, and was ſo ſhocking 


maintain'd over the Heart of one of the greateſt 
Monarchs in the World, in ſuch an imminent 
Danger of being near an End; and to owe her 


{ Downfall to one of her own Houſe, of her own 
Blood, and one who ſhe herſelf had taken Care to 


adorn with all thoſe Accompliſhments which had 
attracted Admiration, was ſuch an Aggravation to 
her Diſcontent, as Words would but poorly re- 
preſent. 7 | | | | 
ALL the Aſſurances that Laſſelia gave her, 


that ſhe would die rather than yield to injure her 


in the leaſt, and the Deteſtation ſhe expreſs'd at 
tie Thoughts of ſuch an Action, was not ſufficient 
to pacify her She could ſcarce believe there 
vas a Poſſibility of for ever reſiſting the Addreſſes 
of a Monarch ſo every Way agreeable, as all that 
knew him confeſs'd him to be — But if there 
were, the Aitempt was enough; her h:ughty Soul 
could ill endure the Sight of one who was thought 
more lovely than herſelf, and who had it in Hi 
tower to make her unhappy, if ſhe pleas'd 


he put her out of her Houſe, ſhe confider'd, that 
t would but give her the more Opportunity of 
being ſeen by the King, and receiving Proofs of 
ls Faſſion; which, while ſhe continu'd with her, 
le had ſtill too much Reſpect publickly to avow. 
Vhile ſhe was in this Dilemma, the generous 
i 3 La- 
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to her Pride, to find the Power ſhe had fo long 


but how to get rid of her, ſhe could not tell; if 
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Lafſelia perceiving her Diſcontent, and very much 5 
diſquieted herſelf at the continued Sollicitations " 
of a Monarch, whoſe Paſſion for many Reaſons _ 


was no Way pleaſing to her, thought of a Way to Ri 

| eaſe at once both her own and her Aunt's Uneaſi- Tj 
: neſs: And, defiring Leave to wait on her in her 2 
Chamber, (for the other, of late, not well able to 

brook her Preſence, had deny'd her that Privilege) Ii 
approach'd her with theſe Words: Madam, ſaid 2 


foe, as I am the innocent Cauſe of your Chagrin, Fi 
I come now to implore your Permiſſion, to eaſe Me 
you of the Sight of a Perſon, who I am very ſenj- gra 
ble you no longer can behold with Satisfaction o 
The many Favours I have receiv'd in your Houſe, 10 
would make me quit it with the utmoſt Concer: hat 
But when I conſider, that your Goodneſs in ſuf- IT 
tering my Continuance in it, renders you uneaſy, wit 
can do no leſs, in Gratitude, than remove —— my 


I intreat therefore, added ſhe, after a little Pauſe wil 
that I may depart: And fince J have offended, in 
though againſt my Will, the only Thing I can mal 


do to contribute to your Peace, 1s, to take away Ha: 
the Cauſe; and by this voluntary Doom ] pals 115 
on myſelf, may have Hope you will pardon a the 
Crime which is involuntary, And where, «yd not 
Madam de Monteſpan, haſtily, (imagining perhafs ay 
her Intentions' were very different from what they defi 
wwere) where. would you go? Far enough, reply'd the 
the other, from any Place that may give you Ap- thoſ 
j rehenſions that I mean any otherwiſe than to 3 
make you eaſyj—— You know I had a very cud 
great Intimacy with Mademoiſelle Valier, ſhe Diſt 
is now retir'd into the Country with her Huſband, thoſ, 
and I only ſtay for your Permiſſion to go to her; Wl ny 


- ſhe will be glad of my Company, and I can tar- 1% 
ry there till thoſe light Impreſſions I have made thew 
on a Heart which ought only to be yours, are Reti. 
eraſed I will not return till your Commands Will x Co 


ſhall call me —— or, if you pleaſe, my Or 
men 
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Hazards rather than turn you hence. The Voice 
with which ſhe pronounc'd theſe Words, made 
the diſcerning Laſeha eaſily perceive ſhe wiſh'd 
not as ſhe ſaid ; and repeating her Requeſt, and 
alluring her with a great deal of Truth, tnat ſhe 
defir'd nothing more than to be remov'd from 
the Perſecutions ſhe was every Day liable to from 
thoſe Emiſſaries the King had employ*d, won her 
to afford a well-pleas'd Aſſent. After having con- 
cluded on her going, they began to think that 
Diſtance would be ſo far from a Protection from 
tioſe Diſturbances ſhe would avoid, that being i 
any other Houſe than that of Madam de 

ſpan, would rather give an Opportunity for 
them ; they both determin'd that the Place of her 
Retirement ſhould be kept a Secret, and to that End 
a Coach, and only one Servant to attend it, was 
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order'd to be got ready at Midnight; and when 
all the Family were drown'd in Sleep, the willing 
Exile began her Journey, with this Satisfaction in 
her own Mind, that ſhe eas'd another's of a Load 
of Care. | 3 
I x was but to Collumiers, a ſmall Village about 
ſeven Leagues from Paris, that ſhe went, and ſhe 
reached there a little after Day-break. Mademoi- 
ſelle de Valier, and her Huſband, receiv'd her 
with all the Demonſtrations of Joy imaginable, 
though infinitely ſurpris'd at ſo unexpected a Viſit: 
She was perfectly well acquainted with their Se. 
crecy and Diſcretion, and therefore made no Sem. 
Ple of reyealing the Cauſe which had induced her 
to come in that Manner; and if before they had 
a very tender Regard for her, it was now pro- 
digiouſly increaſed by their Admiration of her 
Virtue. BI * 5p | 
Sunk liv'd with them for ſome Time in all the 
Contentments imaginable— She partook in 
all the al e of the Place; and having 
her Mind once more at Eaſe, made one in all the 
little Aſſemblies that were form'd by the Gentry 

thereabout. In Spite of the Diſtance from any 
great City, ſhe found no Want of Company ; the 
*onveriation of Mademoiſelle ds Valier was very 
engaging at home; and whenever ſhe had an 
Inclination to, go abroad, the Houſe of Mon- 
ſieur de /* Amye was not above a Bow-ſhot off; 
there ſhe was always certain to meet good Com- 
pany: For that Gentleman having been gone ſome 
Time to Paris, in order to ſettle ſome Affaim, and 
take Poſſeſſion of an Eſtate lately left him by. his 
Father, his Wife endeavour'd to compenſate for 
his Abſence, by making Entertainments for all thoſe 
who had any Pretence to Wit, of which ſhe was 2 
great Ad mirer This Lady grew exceed 
ing fond of Laſſelia in a ſhort Time, nor was 


the other behind-hand in Acknowledgments - ” 
: N ; 1nd- 


o 
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Kindneſs ſhe receiv'd from her — - Thus 
every Thing was eaſy, every Thing was gay at 
Collumiers, while the ſtill diſcontented Monteſpan 
languiſn'd at Paris in continual Diſquiets, and 
leſs Perplexities; ſhe found the Abſence of her 
Neice had added but little to her Endeavours of 
retrieving the eſtrang'd Affections of the inconſtant 
King He was all Fury when firſt the 
News was brought him that Laſſelia had left 
the Town, and appear'd diſſatisfied that her Aunt 
pretended Ignorance of the Cauſe — This 
Diſguſt, by little and little, increaſing and heigh- 
ten d by her Jealouſies, which ſhe had not al- 
ways Prudence enough to conceal, at laſt con- 
verted into a mortal Hatred; and this great Fa- 
worite ſaw herſelf reduc'd to a Condition pitiable 
y thoſe who envy'd her before: So uncertain is a 
Happineſs founded on Paſſion, and depending on 
the ſtill wavering, everchanging Vows of faithlets 
Man ! | . 

Tae Felicity that Laſſelia all this while en- 
joy'd, was of another and more durable Na- 


ture than that which Love, even at the beſt, af. 


fords ; her Pleaſures' were unmix'd and pure, nor 
did ſhe ſo much as dream there was a Day of 
Woe in Store, which ſhould make her in vain 
bok back, and wiſh for paſt Tranquillity: But 
dow the Time was come, when her Indifference 
ind boaſted Peace of Mind, were to be no more: 
Happening to be at Madam de /* Amye's at Om- 
re one Evening, accompany'd by Monſieur 4: 
Jalier, and his Lady, their Diverſion was on 
i ſudden interrupted by a Servant running haſtily 
to the Room, telling them his Maſter and two 
ther Gentlemen were alighted at the Gate. is 
wt to be doubted but that the Cards were imme- 
lately thrown aſide, and every 8 roſe to receive 
nem. The Welcome which Madam 4 / Ame 
fe her long abſent Huſband, was ſuch as was 
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1% LASSEL I 4: Or, 
ſuitable to his great Merit, and long Abſence, 
and the Returns he made apologiz'd for the mol 
violent Tranſport ſhe could have expreſs'd: By 
theſe mutual Tendernefſes were but of a ſhort 
Continuance ; the Huſband, after having ſaluted all 
thoſe whom he found in Company with his Wir, 
with all the Complaiſance and Gaiety imaginable 
Juſt as he came to Laſſelia, three Drops of Blood 
fell from his Noſe, which ſtain'd a white Hang. 
kerchief ſhe happen'd to have in her Hand. Thi 
Accident occaſion'd a good deal of pleaſant Rail. 
'lery; Monſieur de Valier told him, that had he 
been unmarried, this would 'have paſs'd for an 
Omen of a future Union between him and the 
young Lady. Mademoiſelle his Wife, and the 
two Gentlemen who had accompanied % Am 
made themſelves merry for a good while on thi 
Occaſion ; but the Jeſt was not ſo agreeable ti 


. 


to 


Mademoiſelle 4e] Amye as they, perhaps, imagi vi 
ned; being naturally pretty much addicted *. 
Jealouſy, theſe Kind of Diſcourſes gave her a con 
Unezfinefs which ſhe was not able to diſgvid 88 
Her Looks confeſs'd it, and. her whole Behavio ney 
was in a Moment ſo alter'd, that not a Perſon | vaſl 
the Company but perceiv'd it, and gueſs'd att 11 
Cauſe. De Valier having been but a late A ee. 
quaintance, and till now intirely ignorant of he aP 
Temper, was heartily vexed at what he had fag © ! 
and endeavour'd, by a thouſand Compliments, t ther 
reſtore her to her former Good-Humour ; but f lg 
Poiſon had too great an Influence to be eaſily e that 
pell'd; ſhe knew her Huſband to be of a Dilpe ae 4 
fition amorous enough, and the Charms of Loſt n 
ſelia were too. prevailing not to make her thi 2 
there was a Probability, that what had been po d en 
in Raillery, might one Day prove too true — 


Earneft, ſhe fell into ſo deep a Refvery, anda 
pear'd ſo much diſſitisfy'd when any Thing 

effer'd to rouze her from it, that — _ 
| | | emolie 
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demoiſelle 4e Valier thought it high Time to take 
Leave of her. Laſſelia being only introduc'd 
by them, could not do it without the Propoſal 
being firſt made by them, | but was extremely 
lad of the Motion, and from that Moment re- 
| bd never to make a Viſit there again. When 
they came home, nothing was talk'd of but the 
Fiibleſs of Madam, who had expos'd her III- 
humour for ſo trivial a Cauſe. Mademoiſelle ge 
Valier laugh'd heartily at it, but Laſſelia bad 
Reflexions. more grave; fhe was a little inclin'd 
to Superſtition, and could not forbear thinking the 
Bleeding of de /* Ame, juſt as he approach'd 
her, was a Pre ſage of ſomething extraordinary: 
Befides, ſhe imagin'd ſomething within her bade 
I her beware, nor truſt her Eyes to gaze on this 
| dangerous Charmer. The Diſorder ſhe was in 

when he firſt enter'd the Room, would have been 
vible to the Company, had any of them been 
at Leiſure to regard it; and the Flutter which ſtill 
continued on her Spirits, confirm'd her, that the 
Sight of him had wrought an Effect on her ſhe had 
| never felt before: But as ſhe was Miſtreſs of a 
vaſt deal of fine Reaſoning, ſhe exerted it all in 
examining from what Source theſe Diſorders pro- 
ceeded ; loth ſhe was to think ſhe was filling into 
a Paſſion ſhe had fo long ridicul'd —— and lother 
to imagine it was for a Man for whom it was nei- 
ther conſiſtent with Virtue, nor Diſcretion, to in- 
dulge it - Is it poſſible, /aid ſbe to herſelf, - 
that the ſeeing a Perſon ſo every Way agreeable as 
4e Þ Amye cou'd give me Shocks ſuch as, one 
wou'd think, cou'd only be inflicted by the Ap- 
pearance of ſome horrid Spectre, ſome frightful 
Enemy to Nature. What is there either in his 
Perſon or Behaviour to terrify !———1s not all about 
him lovely and engaging ? —— Oh! yes (cry d. Se, 
ofter a little Pauſe) I ne'er before beheld a Form 
o perfectly compleat, a Shape ſo exquiſite, "mw 

p ; O 
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fo bewitching, and Air ſo ſoft, ſo charming, and, 
I too well remember, the fond Endearments he 
paid to Madam, firſt ftruck my Soul with that 
chill Horror, which ever ſince remains. Had he 
been in the ſame Circumſtances with his two Com- 
| 1 and receiv'd no other Welcome from that 

appy Woman, it would have been with Satisfac- 
tion alone I ſhould have regarded him hut, 
oh! (continued ſer, burſting into Tears, which it 
' was impoſſible for her to reſtrain) he is marry'd, and 
*tis Madam de /” Amye only who can look on him 


without Confuſion, ſuch as I endure. By theſe | 


Kind of Arguments ſhe was at laſt convinced, how 
fatal an Enemy to Repoſe, the Sight of an Object 
too amiable may prove; but though ſhe reſolved 
not to give Way to an Impreſſion ſo pernicious, ſhe 
found it impoſſible to eraſe it; ſhe was till think- 
ing how happy ſhe might have been if 4% / Ame 
were unmarried, and how willingly ſhe cou'd ſub- 
mit to be a Wife, if juſt ſuch another Man were 
to be found. In this Manner would ſhe ſoothe 
Imagination for a while; but then a ſudden Re- 
turn of thoſe uneaſy Tremblings which, at firſt Sight 
of him, poſſeſs'd her, would put an End to thoſe 
pleafing Amuſements, and ſhe wou'd ſtart like one 
in a Frenzy, and cry out, Oh! it was not for no- 
thing that thoſe ominous Drops of Blood fell from 
him on my Handkerchief! --— It was not for no- 
thing I was ſeiz'd with ſuch an unuſual Horror — 
Nor is it in vain, that my Soul ſhrinks, and ſeem: 
to dread a ſecond. Interview! They are all, 
I fear, too ſure Predictions of ſome fatal Conſe- 
guence. Then, when ſhe had a little yielded to 

theſe diſturb'd Emotions, as if aſham'd of the 

' Weakneſs ſhe had been guilty of, wou'd ſhe ſum- 
mon up all her Reſolution, - and endeayour to 
overcome thoſe Terrors. Yet what, (reſum d /e) 
what can happen worthy of my. Fears! What 
Fower has one, ſo much a Stranger as 4e Fw 
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to injure me? — Perhaps I ne'er may ſee him 
more; or, if I ſhould, where would be the Dan- 
ger ? Thus did ſhe torment herſelf whenever ſhe 
wis alone; and, in Company, appe:r'd the mo 
alter'd in her Behaviour that ever was: All Diver- 
fons grew taſteleſs to her, and thoſe Gaieties of 
Converſation which, in her Days of Indifference, 
| ſhe had the greateſt Reliſh for, were now ſtripp'd 
of all their Agrecable, and became rather zeazzing, 
than any Way delightful. Nor is this at all to be 
wonder*d at; whoever has known any Thing of 
Love, will eafily confeſs, that that Paſſion brings 
with it a conſequential Train of Images, ſufficient 
to fill the moſt extenſive Soul, and too ſtrong to 
ſuffer any Intermixture of Oppoſers. 
; Tx1s Change of Humour was too viſible, not 
to be taken notice of by all that knew her: Ma- 
demoiſelle 4 Valier was extremely troubled at 
it, and imagining it proceeded from her living 
in a Retirement ſhe had not been accuſtomed to, 
was fearful ſhe was falling into a Melancholy, 
which might be dangerous ; and therefore endea- 
your d to divert her by all the Means her Good- 
tumour and Friendſhip could invent. The other, 
though Company was grown painful, and Solitude 
the only Thing ſhe coveted, yet could not be fo 
nde and diſobliging as to refuſe the kind Invita- 
tons made her, on Purpoſe to drive away thoſe 
Vapours, with which ſhe ſeem'd to be over- 
whelmed. = | 
On x of thoſe Scenes of Gaiety, to which the 
Wife of Valier would needs oblige Laſſelia to 
b, was to a Wedding, which was to be folemni- 
2d at the Houſe of a Relation of hers, ſome 
Miles diſtant from that in which they lived 
The Nuptials were celebrated with a great deal of 
Magnificence, all the Nobility and Gentry of the 
Country, for many Leagues round, being invited : 
Amongſt the Number were Monſieur W 
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de I Amye. This was the ſecond Time Laſellia 
had ever ſeen him; but if ſhe was not altogether 
ſo painfully alarm'd as at the firſt, ſhe felt enough 
to make her know ſhe was agitated with Emotions, 
the Cataſtrophe of which ſhe had good Cauſe to 
dread. She could not forbear, however, indul- 
ging the ſweet Anxiety his Preſence gave, though 
certain to condemn herſelf for it in his A4b/ence : 
She examin'd each particular Charm which ſhone 
about his Form ——— She liften'd to every Word he 
ſpoke———Stretch'd wide each Faculty of her Soul, 
to take the Whole of his Perfections in, till ſhe 
became quite raviſh'd in Contemplation —— 
THE happen'd to dance together; and the 
eaſy and garceful Manner in which he intreated 
her to be his Partner, his fine Addreſs, and the 


Sprightlineſs of Converſation with which he en- 


_tertain'd her, added to that Admiration ſhe be- 
fore had been but too ſenſibly touch'd with for 
— | 
. AFTER this, ſhe had frequent Opportunities of 
ſeeing him; Madam de' Ame and de Valier ha- 
ving, at this Wedding, renew'd that Intimacy 
which they formerly had together, and which 
that little Pique Monſieur de Valier's Words oc- 
cafion'd, had for a Time ſuſpended, the two Fa- 
milies were ſeldom aſunder — Laſſelia was always 
one. among them, nor did ſhe any longer ſeem 
deſirous of Solitude: The Pleaſure ſhe took in the 
Company of de /* Amye was too great to be re- 
| fiſted, nor did ſhe any more make herſelf uneaſy 
at thoſe Shocks which, every now and then, en- 
deavour'd to check the Tranſports ſhe indulg'd — 
She thought it enough that ſhe reſtrain'd her Wiſhes 
within the Bounds of Modeſty; and perceiving 
not the leaſt Reaſon to imagine, by his Behaviour, 
that he would ever tempt her to tranſgreſs them, 
believ'd ſhe might, without a Crime, indulge her- 
ſelf in thoſe Felicities which at preſent appear'd ſo 

innocent 
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innocent—Thus borne away with a Tide of De- 
light, which till increas'd from a nearer Conver- 
ation with him, all the Warnings of her good 
Genius were huſh'd, and her whole Soul was over- 
whelmed with Paſſion Hence follow'd wild 
Defires! — Tumultuous Emotions! — The God 
of Love exerted his utmoſt Force, and prov'd how 
impoſſible it is, when once a Heart has given him 
Entrance, ever to expel him thence=——— But this 
ſhe was not yet acquainted with, nor knew the 
Danger ſhe was in; and tho' the greateſt Security 
ſhe could have for her Honour, was the Inſenſi- 
bility de /” Amye ſeem'd to have of her Charms, 
yet ſhe could not forbear wiſhing he were other- 
wiſe And would frequently ſoothe Imagination 
with a Belief he lov'd her: And in giving Way to 
theſe deſtrutive Tenderneſſes, Fancy took the Part 
of Paſſion, and in Dreams would repreſent him 
to her, diſſolving, melting in amorous Languith- 
ments Nor were her ſlecping Thoughts 
the only ones that err'd this Way ; waking, the 
Charmer was ever in her View; ſhe talk'd to 
him, form'd Anſwers ſuch as *twas probable he 
might in Reality have made, had he been pre- 
ſent Nay, wrapp'd in the extatick Contem- 
plation, went ſo far ſometimes (as ſhe afterwards 
confeſs'd) as to kiſs, embrace, and poſſeſs, in da, 
a thouſand nameleſs Joys, which Love too foon in- 
you a Notion of: But theſe Exceſſes we'll ſuppoſe 

e permitted only when ſhe found th-re was a Ne- 
ceſſity, by chearing her languid Spirits with an ima- 
ginary Bliſs, to preſerve her from falling into a real 
Deſpair ; *Tis certain, that at her guarded Hours, 
Honour was her chiefeſt Aim; nor would ſhe have 
wiſh'd to have been belov'd by de /” Ame, had ſhe 
not thought herſelf ſure of continuing Miſtreſs of 
her Reſolution But, alas ! how little do they 
know the Hazard they run, who depend on their 
own Strength alone for Protection. Love is a ſubtle, 


and 
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and a watchful Deceiver, and directs the Votary 


e defigns to bleſs, to make the Attack when the 


"Fair is leaſt capable of Reſiſtance. It was in one 
- of thoſe longing, wiſhing Moments, already men- 
tioned, when the amorous Lagetia extended at her 
Length on a fine graſſy Bank, canopy'd over with 
| ſhady jeſſamins and ſpreading Vines, was told a 
Meſſenger waited with a Letter, which, by no 
Means, he would deliver into any Hand but her 
own : She was unwilling to quit the ſweet Re. 
tirement ſhe was in, and carelefly order'd the Per. 
fon ſhould come to' her, imagining it was ſome 
body ſent from Madam de Monteſpan, and gave her. 
ſelf but little Concern what the Mandate might 
contain: But when ſhe received it from the Meſ- 


ſenger, who ſeem'd to be a Country-Fellow, and | 


knew the Hand to be de /* Amye's, which ſhe had 
often ſeen before in Songs and little Pieces of Poe- 
try, what Tongue can expreſs the Surpriſe ſhe was 
in ! — She could not imagine on what Occaſion he 
ſhould write to her, and was once or twice about to 
return it unopened to the Hand that brought it; 
but her ill Fate repell'd thoſe Dictates of her 
Guardian Angel, and confus'd and trembling, now 
bluſhing with Shame, then pale with Fear, ſhe 
broke the fatal Seal, and read theſe Lines. 
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To the Divine LASS ELIA. 


EA VEM, Love, and the more power ful Charms 


of the adorable Laſſelia are not to be with- 
food, Long have I firuggled with a Paſſion which 
is not, the leſs unvanquyhable, betauſe it is hopeleſs ; 
but, like Oil poured on Flames, all my Endeawours 
| | - ſerve 
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orve bat to make the aſpiring Blaze more violent, and 
nw *tis grown as impoſfible to be conceal d, as it is to 
he overcome — burn, conſume, and die, in in- 
ward Agonies Pardon this Declaration — 
the World, alas! he prying, judging Mord 
will ſoon diſcover the Secret in my alter*d Looks 3 but 
a Day more, perhaps, and I fhou'd have been reported 
Lafſelia's Slave, before Laſlelia's /elf had known 
2 1 would not, methinks, hace you, who 
caus'd, the laſt to pity what I feel ——— 1 am per- 
ſuaded there is a Stack of Mercy in your Soul, that, 
whether you avill or no, will induce you to com paſſio- 
nate a Deſpair which the wretched Circumſtance Jam 
m forbids me to hope you will relieve But 
whatever Sentence you are pleaſed to inflid? on me, let 
ne from your own Mouth receive it, and 1 ſhall never 
repent that 1 am ordain'd | 


\ 


— 


Vour Everlaſting Adorer, l 
De Any, 


Ir would have been impoſſible for Laſſelia, had 
ſhe endeavour'd it, to conceal the ſwift Vic iſſi- 
tudes of her rolling Thoughts while reading ; alter- 
nite Joy and Shame, Surpriſe and Fear, and ſome- 
times a Start of virtuous Pride and Indignation, 
ſparkled in her Eyes a thouſand different 
Paſſions ſucceeded one another in their Turns 
all too fierce to be reſtrained, and too ſudden to 
mit Diſguiſe. But, alas! ſhe took no Care to 
do it; ſhe ſuſpected not that ſhe had a dangerous 
Obſerver in the Perſon who deliver'd her the Let- 
er; nor, *tis poſſible," in the Confuſion ſhe was in, 
remember*d any body was near her Again 
be attempted to read over the dear ſurpriſing 
lines, but had not Power; the ſtrange Diſorder 
al her fluttering Heart, depriving the Blood * - 

uſual , 
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186 LASSELIA: Or, 


uſual Circulation, all her Limbs forgot their Fune. 
tion, and ſhe ſunk fainting on the Bank, in much 
the Tame Poſture ſhe was in before ſhe had raisd 
herſelf a little to take the Letter. How much wou'g 
ſuch a Sight have tranſported % Ame. — How 
much did it tranſport him! for it was no other 
than himſelf, who, diſguis'd in the Habit of 3 
 Ruftich, had been his own Meſſenger, and was Wit. 
neſs of all the different Agitations his Declaration | 
had occaſion'd Encourag'd by them, and tis 
probable by ſome Glances he had before obſer. 
ved and prompted by his own violent De. 
Ares, which, from the firſt Moment he beheld her, 4 
had taken Poſſeſſion of his Soul; all thoſe little m 
Fears, and diſtant Awe, which generally accom- of 
pany Love in its Beginning, were no more. He 
threw off his upper Garment, and a black Peruke WW © 
which had ſerv'd him as a Diſguiſe, and flinging 
himſelf down by her, with a thouſand Kiſſes and 
Embraces, at once reſtor'd her to that Senſe ſhe 
had ſoglately loſt, and ſhew'd her the Deceit he dy 
had been guilty of It was in vain ſhe ſtrog- 
gled to riſe in vain that ſhe endeavour'd to re- 
the ſoft Endearments of his Lips and Arms; 
er Eyes confeſs'd the unwilling Tranſport of her 1 
Soul, and told him all he wiſh'd to afk : Nor was j 
he ſcrupulous of letting her know how well he Wil © 
was acquainted with his Happineſs —— he made = 
her ſenfible of it by a thouſand Liberties, which a y 
Man who had not been certain of Forgivenek, * 
wou'd not have dared to take — She had too 5 
much Frankneſs in her Nature, and had been too y 
little accuſtomed to Artifice, to be able to diſguiſe 
her Sentiments in a Iuncture like this =—— Surpriſe 
at firſt had depriv'd her of all thoſe neceſſary Cau- 
tions ſhe wou'd elſe have made uſe of ; and now 
Love! tranſported, raptur'd Love! wou'd not fit 
fer her to ee Recourſe to them —— Trembling 
and panting betwixt Defire and Fear, at laſt ” 
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confeſs'd a mutual Ardour ; and if he did not ob- 
ain the higheſt Favour ſhe cou'd grant, he had 
5 much to boaſt of, to fear ſhe cou'd deny him 
any Thing; and 'tis probable that he had not left 
her without the utmoſt Gratification of his Wiſhes, 
had he not been apprehenſive of a Diſcovery either 
from Madam de Valier, or ſome of the Family, 
whom the Coolneſs of the Evening might invite to 
that Place, and which was not a great Diſtance 
fom the Houſe He wou'd not part, how- 
erer, till he had engag'd a Promiſe from her to 
make him fully bleſt the next Opportunity ſhould 
oer; which, as he told her, was his Fault, if 
not contriv'd with a Speed ſuitable to the Impati- 
ence of the Love he profeſs'd. 

I pouBT not but this early Condeſcenſion in 
Iaſſelia, will be of ſo great Prejudice to her Cha- 
ner, that it will take off the Pity which is really 
due to the Misfortunes it brought on her; and I 
have nothing to alledge in her Behalf, but that 
the long Suppreſſion of a Paſſion which ſhe had 


let looſe, was beyond the Power of Reaſon to re- 
rain To add to this, though both, I am 
afraid, will ſeem too weak to excuſe her, never 
was Man ſo form'd to charm as de /* Amye. I have 
heard ſeveral of his own Sex, who knew him, aver, 


cha 
(>, they never ſaw any Thing ſo lovely, an Air ſo noble, 
oo WY © majeſtick, and withal ſo ſoft and tender 


too yes fo bewitching a Shape ſo excellent 
ſuch a Harmony of Parts — ſuch an agreeable Re- 
rite pularity throughout the Whole Then for his 
Wit and Converſation, it was not to be equall'd — 

now de was fo perfect a Maſter in the Art of Perſua- 
ſuf. WY f9n, that whoever would reſolve on any Thing, 
ling WY nuſt be ſure not to hear him plead againſt it; 15 
ſhe impoſſible was it to diſſent from him in Argument, 
lay continue in any Opinion he ſeem'd to diſap- 
| prove 


1 refiſtleſs in his Arms, with faultering Accents 


aways confider'd as fruitleſs, now on a ſudden 


. & 
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Ymplat, 


prove One of the many Letters which pa wt 
between him and Laſſelia, being found amy 
ſome other Papers, ſince both their Deaths, may 
give ſome little Id of what he was: Which 
though it was writ by a Woman in Love to Mad 
neſs, and one who had abandon'd all Things fo 
her Paſſion, has been acknowledged by thoſe of 
cooler Sentiments, and conſequently better capable 
of judging, to be no more than what Perfection 
ſuch as his, might juſtify. e 


eee 


LA SSELITA to her moſt Dear, moſt Loyd 
and moſt Ador'd de AM YE. 


OU command me to tell you, my Dear, my frh, 

my only, my everlaſting Love ! in what Mans 

J paſs my Hours in your Abſence ? —— 111 4 
Dueſftion I know not how to anſwer for, ne- 
thinks, I am never abſent from you — I have pu- 
Image ever in my View — your Voice alway: in m 
Eari—ſo ftrongly does Imagination bleſs me, that bi. 
liewing you indeed are preſent, I ftretch my Arm: 1 
claſp the dear Illuſion, and only then am undeceivtd 
ewhen back they come, and miſs the warm Embrace — 
Oh! to what elevated Height does Lowe, like mint, 
tranſport the Soul] a thouſand Times I have aſd m. 
ſelf, which of your Charms had moſt the Power ti 
move MEmmmm—which of my Senſes receiv?'d the mobi 
Pleaſure and in Idea travelled through all tht 
mazy Wonders of your Mind and Perſon, but newt 
cou'd decide the mighty Conteft — all were alike en. 
chanting ! — all equally tranſporting ! — Laſi Night 
| employing my fond Thoughts in their uſual Cam. 
: / emplat tony 
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mplation, a Standiſh Happening to be on the Table, 
tk up the Pen, ewhich, without the Aid of any 
ſe to guide it, run into theſe Lines, which I have 
1 B 5 R 


9 i 


9 


© 5 


ge IMYOS 81 B 11 117 ; or, The Combat of the 
3 SENSES. | 


When on thy Form I feaſt my raviſh'd Eye 
[think no Bliſs cou'd Want of Sight ſupply ; 
0r, when the Muſick of thy Voice I hear, 
My Soul is all collected in my Er! 
hat envious Darkneſs æuou d in vain deny, 
Y attentive Faculty does well ſupply: 
Thy Charms are ſuch, each can make known the reſt, 


And all by one is to the Senſe expreſt ; 


The preſent Foy no higher Wifh affords ; 

But when — Oh ! awho Infinity can ſpeak ! 
Imagination owns 7t/elF tos weak, - 
When wwith fond circling Graſp my ſtraining Arms 
Preſs io my Boſom thy whole Heawen of Charms! © 
When all! at once! the thouſand Ways I prove, 
Which make, indeed, Divinity in Love! 

My ravi/p'd Heart tumultuous Pleaſure favells, 


. Vr Fear, nor Shame, th unruly Rapture quells; 
. With wild Delight each hurry'd Senſe alarm id, 


Tis Infalence to ſay which moſt is charm'd: 

Each Look, each Word, each Touch, each melting Kiſs, 
Gives raging Extaſy ! — diſtracting Bliſs! | 
Anidſi that Sea of Wonders Thought is loft, 

My Soul no more can nice DiſtinQion b; 


'Exceſi of Tranſport does itſelf deſtroy, 
Ard Life flies trembling from th' o' erpow' ring Foy. 


Let the kind Meaning excuſe the bad Poetry and 
Miciency of Expreſſion : For, ob! I own no Words 
n reach thy Worth — there are two Things in Na- 
tr, which never can be deſcribed by Art; and they 


are, 


— — tet ere 
9 


— — 


Whether thou ſpeak'ſt in Looks, or ſmil'ſt ia Words, | 


—— = 


—— 


190 LASSELTA: Or, 
are, that Profufion of Perfections thou art ftor'] With, 
and my Adoration of them — but if thou a. f guj 
at the latter, haſten io my Arms,” for tis only thy 
thou can'ft have any juſt Notion how nuch. jp 
truly thou art Maſter of the Soul of thy 


Ever-Paſſionate, Ever-· Tender, Ever-Faithſo 


LAssBIII 


Bur, to return: The unthinking Fair was n 
ſooner left alone, and had Leiſure to reflect 5 
What the Hurry of her Spirits had before prevented 
her from doing, than ſhe reproach'd herſelf fo 


ſuffering the Secret of her Soul to be ſo eaſily di F 
cover'd by him from whom ſhe ought moſt to hayg / 
conceal'd it But, alas! ſhe now had gon rally 
too far in the fatal Labyrinth of heedleſs Paſſion, te WP 
know how to retreat; and the Arguments he hq 37 
made uſe of to perſuade her it was no Crime 2 
bleſs a Love ſo perfect as his, had the ſame Eff. / 72 
they ordinarily work'd on all whom he endeavour 41: 
to bring to his Opinion; to make her think as h lav 
did and the greateſt Matter of Concern a- 
her, was, that ſhe ſo fon had condeſcended yu ty 
She fear'd the eaſy Attainment of his Wiſhes, vou ne, 
in a little Time, make her ſeem cheap in his Eſteem 4,-z, 
and ſuch an Apprehenſion was a Dag ; P 

ger to her Soul; ſhe reſolved, therefore, that i 
Spite of the Promiſe ſhe had made him, to d 2,1; 
the Performance of it, and put him off till Tin 4,;;. 
Aſſiduity, and ſome further Proofs of his Sincerit]8,,,.,.. 
ſhould render her yielding more the Effect of Gull ler, 
titude than Inclination This, '*fis poſbbls Petition 
ſhe might have endeavou, d; though, if we confide 1 
the little Government ſhe had of her Paſſion, Iiteref 
ſcarce to be believ'd ſhe would have been able nana 
accompliſh, if an unexpected Summons to PH ,;, 


My p 


had not broke all her Meaſures, and left her" 
I 


Choice 


* 
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Choice, but either to run immediately. into the 
Arms of de! Ame, or quit all Thoughts of him 
for ever —— The very next Morning, after that 
Evening which ſhe had paſt fome Part of in the | 
Manner already deſcribed, ſhe received a Letter 
from her Aunt, Madam de Monteſpan; the Con- 
tents of which were theſe. 


e e e 


To LAS 8 11A. 5 


F you le Paris, as you pretend you did, merely 

for the Sake of my Repoſe, you will make no Diffi- 
multy in returning to it, when you know it is my Inte- 
rfl calls yon The unjuſt King has treated me in a 
Manner I ſhould diſdain to acknowledge, avere there 
ut an abſolute Neceſſity you ſhould know it = 
I have either been betray'd by ſome I have put Confi- 
dence in, or my ill Genius has wuhiſper'd him, that I 
have but deceiv'd him in feigning an Ignorance to 
what Part of the Country you are retir'd Since 
yu left me, I have never receiv'd any Mark of his 
firmer Favour ; and of late (what will not arbitrary 
futhority dare ! be has, even to my Face, avew'd 
his Paſſion Laft Night he left me with Menaces, 
fuch as I too avell know him not to dread, that 1 
feud dearly repent my Attempt of eluding him by an 
Artifice too ſhallow not to be ſeen through. — In fine, I 
perceive every Day my Court decreaſe —1 am no longer 
fllicited — uo longer hurry'd with the Attendance of 
fetitioning Courtiers fure Marks of a atclining 
Favourite — all that can re eſtabliſh me in my former 
Intereſt roith-him, is your Return I can boldly 
mand u Support for my Ambition, wwhen I conſent 
tb the Deſtruction of my Love, and to the Death of 
" own Hopes, bring a belov'd Rival to his W 

he 


— — — 1 _ 2 . a 6 N 8 „ 
— — K — 0 —_— - Vw — — — - — 5 — AS —— — 3 Tat 2 — re 5 0 © 2 — — 4 i —— 7 * N by . 
— — — _ — — - = 4 r — — 2 82 > 3 
= 1 — * em— 1 — — 2 _— — N « F — — — — : = £ _ \ 
— wn — nr om —— 2 >; — —— — . —ͤ—e— DEAT INT *. 2s 22" 2 — . "he —— — WWnit: — 8 — — TSS. . - —— S.2 = 
_ ee 2 0 DFT — —_ —— ET EEE —— — — — 8 ——=>———x= . — ä EK 2 RT I . — WE ESTES OE Eee a OT RI ä —— - : = re % 
— * 11 Cr Ind l SDS — G 2 ME... 2 SPP. ex —" x ur" == = _ E pert — 5 — — SIE. DESERT —  - — ROS — — 
—_ — — —— Rv 8 — —_— 2 . — — 0 — — L AYES — EX. 2 — — 9 — 2 - — x 1 
3 — = = — - — — = = — 5 : — — I. 
— — : & — _—_— 4 — —— — — — — tenerendaans — — 
— ©" T o 2 = — — ' Cone THY — 7 — — — s — - — py — 2 — — —— 2 — — 8 — — — 
EE ned — nes SIG — = — Sz — — — —̃ — — RDS = —— Wy : — == 
— — — - : : — 
_ 2 . — — b — - * 
——— = FOI — 
— - — = 1 — a — a —— — 8 w mew mar AEII gon 7 


— 2 3 
— — * — — 
5 I oe Ec) — E 2 
1 WIG 2 r 


N a 
1 7 
— — 


192 LASSELIA. Or, 

Make haſte, therefore, thou fatal Beauty ! to Paris 
to the Sight. of NO impatient Monarch ; f 
Monarch, who wwants but Conſtancy to make him equal 
with the Angel. Hase, I ſay, to bleſs his 
Zyes. nd by; making him happy, in part retrieq 
the Injury you have, though unwillingly, done the 


| Unfortunate 


MonTeseayx, 


P. S. Come, if poſſible, with the ſame Expeditim 
as gen went mm I have ſent this Moment lo yn 
Royal Lower, to acquaint him I have diſcover'd where 
you are, and that JI expect pon to- morroao 


Delay it not, unleſs you wiſh to ſee my Ruin. 


Sven a Command as this was as vexatious, as 
it was ſurpriſing to the Perſon who receiv'd i. 
Had her Inclinations been in the very ſame Poſi- 
tion as when ſhe left Paris, ſhe wou'd have been 
far from conſenting to return to it, on the Terms 
propos'd; but as her Heart was now intirely ta- 
ken up with the Thoughts of de! Ape, to en- 
dure the Addreſſes of another, was deteſtable to 
her Love gave this happy Favourite infi- 
nitely. the Preference in her Eſteem, over the 
greateſt and moſt agreeable Monarch in the þ 
World —— To be the Miſtreſs of 4% in, 
though in a Cottage, ſire look'd on as a hleſſing 
ſuperior to all the ambitious Views which tempted 
her in the Embraces of a King; but reſolved, if 
poſſible, not only to find ſome Expedient utterly 
to eſcape what was her 4ver/for, but alſo to delay 
the Gratification of her Wißbes till Time ſhou'l 
render them more excuſable - to this End, 
| ſhe communicated Madam de Monteſpan's Letter 


to Monſieur de Lalier and his Wife, 3 
| "BY l „ their 
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their Advice, how ſhe ſhou'd avoid a Danger 
which ſo imminently threaten'd her Virtue. The 


7 zoble- minded Pair little imagining that ſhe had 
4 any other Reaſons for refufing to return to Paris, 
f than thoſe which had oblig'd her to quit it, and 


together ignorant of what had paſs'd between her 
and de Þ Amye, applauded her Reſolution, and 
told her, that they could not enough extol her Bra- 
rery of Soul, who, to preſerve her Honour, cou'd 
te blind and deaf to all the enchanting Charms of 
power and Grandeur, and chuſe rather to be bu- 
d in an innocent Obſcurity, than ſhine the Envy 
of the World in guilty Greatneſs. Theſe Encomi- 
ums were not perhaps ſo plealing to Laſſelia as 
they imagin'd ; a Conſciouſneſs of not meriting 
what they ſaid, imbitter'd all the Sweets ſuch Prai- 
ſes, if deſerv'd, wou'd have beſtow'd: Therefore 
yaving all that might remind her how really cri- 


. 


18 ninal ſhe was, while ſhe appear'd all Virtue, ſhe 
8 degg d them to think of ſome Method by which 
- he might evade the Commands of Madam de 
n Manteſpan, and the Sollicitations of the King, 
s This was no ſmall Difficulty to bring to paſs; it 
z- was not to be doubted, ſince that Lady had been 
„ prevail'd upon to ſacrifice her Love to her Ambi- 
0 ton, ſo far as to become an Interceſſor, but ſhe 
i- wou'd proceed to compaſs what ſhe aim'd at, by 
2 ll imaginable Meaſures It ſeem'd therefore 
de n Impflibility that Laſſelia cou'd be any more 
e, fe at Collumiers than at Paris; but where ſhe 
is WW bou'd retire, or on whoſe Fidelity ſh: cou'd 
-d WEpend for Concealment, was the Queſtion : Nei- 
if üer Madamoiſelle de Valier, nor Monſieur, knew 
ly if any body on whom they dared depend in a- 
Affair of ſo much Conſequence, which, if di- 


| ug d, or by any Accident diſcover'd, might in- 
d, wlre the Perſons concerned in it, in the Ditplea- 
er ie of a King, who was not of a Humour to 
ng don Indignities of this Nature. LaY?lia 
eir Vor. IV. 1 ; per- 
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perceiving they were in a Pauſe, and uncertain 
what to adviſe her to, and knowing very well he 
mult immediately reſolve on ſomething, ſpoke to 
them in this manner: Since (/aid ſbe the only 
Perſon on Earth, from whom I cou'd have ex. 
pected Shelter from the King's Addreſſes, has been 
drawn to a Reſolution to betray me to him, it will 
be in vain to hope that, by tarrying here, I can 
eſcape the Snares laid for me ; arbitrary Power 
can eaſily find Means to force me hence: I yill 
therefore go where, I believe, I may promiſe my. 
felf an unknown, and therefore ſafe Retreat; 
and becauſe I will not oblige either of you to the 
Conſtraint of an Untruth, for, doubtleſs, you will 
not paſs unexamin'd, I will not acquaint you with 
the Place of my Retirement, till the Noiſe of my | 
having left you is entirely over. Theſe Words | 
gave a good deal of Satisfaction to the Perſons 
they were addreſs'd to, being unwilling to be 
brought under the Difpleaſure of the King by de- 
_ taining her, and more unwilling to yield bh up a 
Victim to his unwarrantable Paſſion. They | 
preſently imagin'd it was to ſome Monaſtery ſhe | 
wou'd fly for Refuge, and commended her Diſ- 
cretion in concealing the Name of it ; well know- ; 
| 

t 


ing, that if it were diſcover'd, not even that holy 
Sanction would avail againſt the united Commands 
of the King and Madam de Monteſpan, and the very 7 
Religious themſelves be ſcrupulous of entertaining a fo 
Perſon in Oppoſition to their Power. N tr 

Bur I doubt not but the Reader will eaſily © 
gueſs it was not to be a Recluſe that Lafſelia in- 
tended; however, ſhe was willing enough to let 
Monſieur and Madamoiſelle 4 Valier continue in 
their Opinion that it was ſo, and they all con 
cluded that ſhe ſhould leave their Houſe the next 
Night. She told them ſhe would- depart in the 
Habit of a Pi/grim, and for the firſt Night take up 


her Lodging at a common Inn, from _ ſhe 
| 5 new 


: — 
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knew how to get Conveniency to be carry'd to the 
Place ſhe deſign'd yg” to; and for the better de- 
ceiving Madam de Monteſpan, Madamoiſelle ſhould 
write to her, taking no notice that ſhe knew 
any thing of her having ordered Laſſelia's Re- 
turn; but to acquaint her, that that young La- 
dy had left Collumiers unknown to any body; and 
that both herſelf and Huſband were in the greateſt 
Conſternation imaginable what was become of 
her, and for what Cauſe ſhe had, in ſuch a Man- 
ner, quitted a Family, whoſe Care it had been to 
uſe her with all poſſible Reſpect. This Contri- 
vance was applauded by all concern'd in it; and 
Madamoiſelle immediately went about providing 
a Pilgrim's Habit with the utmoſt Secrecy and Cau- 
tion, for not one of the Servants were to be truſted 
with it. 

Ix the mean time Laſſelia had her Thoughts 
full of Confuſion ; it was to de /” Amye ſhe had 
determined to go; his Arms were her intended 
danQtuary, and his Love her Aſylum ; but how to 
let him know what had befallen her, was a Per- 
plexity ſhe knew not how to remove : To write 
to him, was an Impoſſibility, without having the 
Affair known to the whole Country; and, as if 
Fortune had 4 Deſign to contradict her Inclina- 
tions, he happen'd not to come to de Valier's. All 
Things being ready, and the Evening appointed 
for her Departure arriv'd, ſhe grew almoſt diſ- 
trated what Courſe ſhe ſhould take ; her going 
was unavoidable, unleſs renouncing all ſhe had 
ſaid, and blaſting her own ſecret Wiſhes, ſhe 
could have contented herſelf to remain there till. 
a ſecond Mandate, back'd with Force, ſhould have 
| oblig'd her to return to Paris. And where to go 
ſhe knew not, nor could think of any plauſible 
Pretence whereby ſhe might advertiſe de J Amye 
of her Proceedings: The Diſtraction of her Mind 
hew'd itſelf in her n ſne was ready 
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to ſink with Apprehenſion what might happen to 
her, wandring alone, a Stranger, and uncertain 
where ſhe ſhould find Shelter, even from the Wea- 
ther While Madamoiſelle 4e Valier was 
helping to dreſs her like a Pilgrim, ſhe trembled, 
and had ſcarce Strength to ſuffer any thing to be 
done; but this paſs'd for the Trouble ſhe was in 
at being obliged to depart from them in a manner 
ſo odd ; and with much ado, ſhe was at laſt e- 
*. The Care of Monſieur and his Lady had 
iſpatch'd all the Servants, ſome one way, ſome 
another, that when the fair Pilgrim was to make 
her Exit, there was no body in the Houſe but them 
three. The Parting was extreamly moving ; 
Madamoiſelle held her in her Arms for ſome time, 
without being able to let her go, while the other 
ſeem'd as unwilling to get looſe, till Monſieur | 
reminding them, that oily ſome of the Fa- 
mily might return, and diſappoint all the Meaſures 
they had taken, they broke with mutual Tears 
from one another's Embrace. The Lady retir'd 
to her Cloſet, to pray for the good Event of this, 
as ſhe thought, pious Fraud ; and her Huſband con- 
ducted the diſguis'd Fair-One to the Road, where 
ſhe deſir'd him to leave her, aſſuring him ſhe would 
write by the firſt Opportunity, to give notice hoo ſhe 
was, tho* not where ſhe was. 
TRE Reader's Imagination here muſt help me 
out, for Words would be inſufficient to repreſent 
what *twas Laſſelia endur'd when left alone; al 
that one can think of Dread, of Anxiety, was ſhort 
of her enduring =—— She was naturally .timorous ; 
-and having never been expos'd to any Dangers, 
now all at once to brave ſo many, was more that 
all the Reſolution -ſhe had muſter'd up could en 
tble her. She accuſed % /” Amye of Ingratitude 
and Coldneſs, that he had not been at 4 / 
 fier's theſe two Days = Oh! (/aid fbe io hr 
fel, had he lov'd with that Ardency as he pr 
5 | . tendee 
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tended, a Sympathy of Souls, would have brought 
him By Intuition he would have known I 
was about to do ſomething that required his Aid— 
Is Love a Divinity, and does any Spark of it in 
form his Breaſt, and not by ſome ſecret Impulſe 
warn him that his Laſſelia has, for his ſake, aban- 
don'd herſelf to all that can be thought of Mi- 
ſery and. Horror? Thus did ſhe 2, way the 
Paſſion that poſſeſs'd her, while wandring up and 
down the Fields; for the Fears ſhe was in, would 
not ſuffer her to keep the Raad The Sight 
of any Paſſengers, though at a diſtance, terrify'd her 
beyond Expreſſion ; ſhe imagin'd that, if ſeen, ſhe 
ſhou'd be known in ſpite of her Diſguiſe, and her 
diſtracted Apprehenſion form'd a thouſand Ideas 
of Dangers, all fright ful and hideous to Nature 
The Darkneſs coming on, encreaſed them, and ſhe 
would now have given all the World to have been 
in ſome Place of Shelter ; but ſhe was wholly un- 
acquainted with the Way to any Inn, and being 
ſtray'd a good Diſtince from the Road, was hope- 
leſs of finding it. Tis probable, in her preſent. 
Fears, ſhe would have returned to de Valier's, had 
ſhe known her Way back ; but that was alſo im- 
poſſible ; and as ſhe had run herſelf into this Miſ- 
fortune, ther- was nothing for her to do, but 
patiently to bear whatever might be the Conſe- 
quence. It would be too tedious to repeat the La- 
mentations ſhe made, or the various Turns of An- 
guiſh which the different Paſſions cre:ted in her 
doul : So I ſhall only ſay, that when it grew quite 
dark, ſhe withdrew to a little Cop/e, which ſhe 
found in the middle of the Field; and there cover- 
ing herſelf as well as ſhe cou'd with her Pilgrim's 
Weed, lay all Night on the Earth, no other Bed 
than a few fallen Leaves, nor Canopy, than the 
Skies: Hard Lodging for a young Lady, bred in 
all the Delicacies of the moſt pompous and mag- 
uiicent Court of Europe 
mY 'Tis 


eee On, 


'T15 eaſy to believe ſhe reſted not much, her 
Griefs and Uneaſineſſes were of a Nature too violent 
to admit the Influence of the God of Sleep, nor did 
the Dawn afford her any Conſolation, ſhe was ſtill 
in the ſame wretched State ; and after caſting in 
her Mind a thouſand various Projections, which all 


| 
ſeem'd impoſſible to accompliſh, ſhe laid herſelf 
down again, quite ftupid with her Griefs ; reſoly- 
ing, as much as ſhe had power of reſolving on any þ 
thing, to riſe no more. | 9 
Bur ſhe had not continued long in this Lethar- f. 
gy of Thought, before ſne was rouz'd from it by t 
a ſudden and loud Noife of Horſes, Hunting- ſt 
Horns, and a great Cry of Dogs; they ruſh'd o1 
juſt by the Place ſhe was in, and had not the 21 
Gentlemen been too eager on their Game to regard fa 
any thing elſe, ſhe muſt needs have been diſco- he 
vered by them, as they paſs'd, in ſpite of her leafy to 
Covert. The unexpected Sound made her ftart en 
4 at firſt hearing; but lifting up her Head a little, the 
as much as ſhe had Courage, and perceiving what or 
it was that had occafion'd it, ſhe- flunk down a- ſhe 
gain, trembling for fear ſhe ſhou'd be ſeen, and bot 
O continu'd in that Poſture for ſome time: At dy 
laſt, hearing nothing but the Ruſtling of the Leaves the 
: blown to and fro by the Winds, ſue once more wer 
ventur'd to riſe, and walk; not that ſne had any the 
Hope of mending her Condition, but to ſeek a cou 
Place more remote to die in. She had not gone each 
many Paces from the Cop/e, which had been her till 
Habitation that Night, before ſhe ſaw a Man on ton: 
horſe back, riding leiſurely croſs the Field juſt op- os 6 
{ 


polite to her — All the Terrors her canfus'd Bo 
r 


Imagination had created, return'd with double 

Force at this Sight ; and endeavouring to avoid 

him with too much Precipitation, her Feet hap- 

pen'd to be entangled with ſome buſhy Twigs 5 

that lay in the Way, and down ſhe fell. She wou d Fr A 
L 


have roſe nimbly enough, but the ſame ſprigg) 
Subſtance 
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Sabſtance which had thrown her, till hung about 
her, and all ſhe could do was inſufficient to diſ- 
engage herſelf, till the Gentleman, perceiving the 
Accident, alighted from his Horſe, and ran to her 


Aſſiſtance: But how ſhall I fee forth, as it de- 


ſerves, that vaſt Exceſs of inſupportable, unutte- 
nble Joy, which ruſh'd at once into her Soul, 
when looking up, ſhe ſaw in the Perſon ſhe had 
fed, him whom to meet ſhe had run ſo many Dan- 
gers; her dear, her ador'd de Amye The 
ſwift Viciſſitude from the Extreme of one Paſſion 
to another was too violent for her Weakneſs to 
ſuſtain it took away all Power of Utterance, 
or of Motion. Madamoiſelle ds Valier had fo 
zrtificially diſguis'd her, that till, finding ſhe was 
fainting away, he began to pull the things from 
her Face, in order to give her Air, he knew not 
to whom it was that Pity and Good-nature had 
engaged him to do that good Office: But when 


the Face of Laſſelia was diſcover'd, the ſame, 


or if poſſible, a greater Degree of Tranſports than 
ſhe had felt, was now his Tarn to experience 
both were too much loſt in Rapture to expreſs it 
by any other way than Kiſſes, Embraces, and all 
the fond Endearment of mutual Extaſy— Words 
were too poor, too mean Acknowledgments of 
the unbounded Bliſs of ſuch a Meeting nor 
cou'd they, for ſome Minutes, be able to relate to 
each other the Means by which it came to paſs 3 
till Curioſity claiming a Share in his other Emo- 
tions, he contented himſelf to give a little Truce 
to the tumultuous Pleaſure he enjoy'd in her Em- 
braces, to eaſe his Wonder at ſeeing her in that 
Garb and Place ; which ſhe, endeavouring to re- 
collect herſelf, as much as poſſible, oblig'd him 
in, by ſhewing him Madam de Monteſpan's Let- 
ter, and acquainting him with the Reaſons why 
ſhe had left Paris, and fince the Houſe of de 
Valier = Such a Diſcovery muſt have been 
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an Addition, if it could have admitted of any, to 
the Paſſion he profeſt for her to fly from the 


Embraces of a King, to loſe for ever all the Ad- 
vantages ſhe might have expected from the Fa- 
vour of ſo great a Lady as Madam de Monte ſpan, 
and to endure ſuch Terrors, ſuch certain Hard- 
ſhips as had been her Portion the Night before, 
and might have continued on her till Death 
had put an End to them, had not Chance directed 
him that way, only for the uncertain Hopes of 
finding a ſafe Harbour in his Arms at laſt, was 
ſuch a Proof of condeſcending Tenderneſs, of 
Love the moſt ſublime, the moſt violent that 
ever was, that he confeſs'd it far ſurpaſs'd all Poſ- 
fibility of a Return, and grew even painſul to a 
| grateful, generous Heart, which, he ſaid, had not 
the Means to thank, as it deſerved, ſuch a pro- 
fuſive Waſte of laviſh Kindneſs —— But La/ 
felia ſoon removed that Diſcontent, by aſſur- 
ing him ſhe ſhou'd think herſelf more happy in 
the Conqueſt of his Heart, than in that of the 
whole World ; and that all ſhe intreated of him, 
ſhou'd be Conftancy. This little amorous Conteſt . 
being over, ſhe began gently to reproach him 
with the want of that Impatience, which, by her- 
. elf, ſhe knew was incident to Love. How cou'd 
you, (/aid he) after ſo many tender Declarations 
on your Side, and Condeſcenſions on mine, have 
the Inhumanity to keep two long Days from 
the only Place where you cou'd expect to ſee 
me? Had you been kind enough to have 
ſought me at de Valier's, what thoutand Afflic- 
tions had you ſav'd me? All the Terrors of 
this laſt cruel Night had. been unfelt, and in their 
room I had been poſſeſt of Joys inconceivable — 
Bliſs without a Name, and which is no where to 
be found but in the Preſence of my ador'd 45 
Ame. You do well, (reply'd he, tenderly em- 


bracing her) you do well, my Angel !- by the di- 
5 | vine 
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vine Softneſs of your /af# Words, to make me Re- 
aration for the Injuſtice of your former ones 
Oh! did you know on what a Rack of high- rais'd 
Expectation I was kept, you would not blame, 
but pity me; to a Man in my Circumſtances, 
Opportunities are ſcarce ; nor cou'd I, in all that 
Age of Hours, which you call but two Days, find 
one which I cou'd hope wou'd bleſs me, till, mad 
with the Delay, I contriv'd a Hunting Match, and 
invited de Valier to be Partaker of it, and at 
the ſame time entreated his Wife wou'd bear mine 
Company at our Houſe, till the Chaſe ſhou'd be 


over. I flatter'd myſelf with a Belief you wou'd 


diſcern my Meaning, and make ſome Pretence to 
ſtay at home, while I wou'd, unperceiv'd, have 
dropp'd my Company, and ſtole unſuſpected to that 
dear Bower where firſt I had the glorious Diſcove- 
ry of your tender Sentiments ; but all theſe Hopes 
were daſh'd, and I wonder how I ſurviv'd the kil- 
ling News, or. that -at leaſt my Countenance did 
not diſcover how nearly I was intereſted, when 
d Valier, at his coming this Morning, told me 
you had laft Night left his. Houſe, unknown to all 
the Family; and that it was the greateſt Myſtery 
in Nature, on. what. Occaſion, or to what Place 
you were retir' d. The Force I have done my- 
ſelf, ſince this Information, in putting on a con- 
ſrain'd,Gqod-humour to him and the reſt of the 
Company, can by nothing be made known to you, 


but by your own dear extenſive I magination; and 


I ſhall only tell you, that not able to endure it 
longer, I took the Advantage of their Eagerneſs to 
purſue a Stag juſt rouzed, and turn'd from them 
to indulge a Melancholy, I beliey'd, I had but too 
juſt a Ground for. I was reſolving, under the 
Pretence, of trayelling for Improvement, to. put 
myſelf into ſome Diſguiſe, and ſearch the Coun- 
try round, till. I had found you, — when Chance ! 


—bleſsd Chance! which from henceforward fall 
a 


15 
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by my Deity, brought you to my Sight, and in a 
Moment chang'd the Hell of my Deſpair, to all 
the Heaven my Soul is capable of poſſeſſing. A 
thouſand Kiſſes, and ſtrenuous Embraces, clos'd 
this Diſcourſe; nor would they ever have known 
when to have given over ſo 1 an Employ- 
ment, but that a repeating Watch, which he hap- 
pened to have in his Pocket, ſtriking Eleven, re- 
minded him that *twas poſſible the Hunters might 
return, and that this was no fit Place to continue 
their amorous Entertainment; therefore, remount- 
ing his Horſe, and taking her up behind him, who 
joy fully put herſelf under his Protection, he rid a 
quite contrary Way to that he expected them to 
come, and ſtopping at an Inn, where he had ſome 
little Acquaintance, he recommended her to the 
People of the Houſe, and charging them to take 
particular Care of her, without aſking any Que- 
tions, who or what ſhe was, forc'd himſelf to 
leave her, having firſt obtain'd a ſolemn Promiſe 
from her, that ſhe would endeavour, by Repoſe, 
to recover the Fatigue ſhe had undergone, aſſur- 


ing her that he would return before Night. She 


doubted not the Performance of his Promiſe, both 
in this and every thing elſe: Love is ever credu- 
lous, and inſpires ſo good an Opinion of the dar- 
ling Object, that it is not without great Difficulty 
the Heart which harbours it, can be brought to 
believe any thing to the Prejudice of what it wiſhes, 
even Where there is the greateſt Ground for Suſpi- 
cion; and, indeed, there was here Occaſion 
ſafficient for an implicite Faith ; the little Know- 
ledge ſhe had of the Principles of de / Amye, was but 
a too reaſonable Cauſe for Doubt, that when he 
| had nothing more to obtain, he might retain as 
little Regard for the Perſon who To genetoufly gave 
Him all, as his Sex ordinarily doit was but 8 
Chance whether by putting herſelf under his Pro- 

tection, ſhe mou'd not fall into the moſt _ 
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ble Circumſtance to which a fond believing Wo- 
man can poſſibly be ſubjected; and in ſuch a Ven- 
ture there were ten thouſand Blanks to one Prize. 
But Fortune in this Particular was on her Side; 
de I Ame had a Stock of Good-nature, Honour, 
and Sincerity; which had it been divided among 
his whole Sex, might have bleſs'd the Race of Wo- 
mankind he never promis'd more than he 
ferform'd — his Profeſſions never out-ſoar'd his Mean- 
ing ——and though no Man that ever liv'd, had a 
reater Command of Language, he choſe rather 
by Deeds than Wards to expreſs his Paſſion — In 
the whole Courſe of his long Amour with her, ſhe 
had it not in her Power to accuſe him of having 
told her one Untruth To the End of his Life he 
lov'd her with an undiminiſh'd Ardour was 
ſtrictly careful of her Reputation, while there was 
a Poſſibility of preſerving it zealous for her 
Intereſt, and ever eager for her Love Sucha 
Ruin (as by the nicely Virtuous, the Sacrifice ſhe 
made him of her Honour could be call'd no other) 
was too pleaſing to permit her to repent it— ; 
Fame, Reputation, Grandeur, all that the Genera- 
lity of Souls are ſway'd by, ſeem'd little in Com- 
petition with his Love; and whenever the Re- 
flection, that by the Laws of the Nation their 
Pleaſures were no other than criminal, came a- 
croſs her Thoughts, he had taught her to abſolve 
heſelf, by arguing with her — in this man- 
ner: Why (aid ſbe) ſhould I condemn that as a 
Fault which Heaven ne er made one ! Tis Cuſtom 
only and Prieſtcraft make me guilty — What Right 
had thoſe imperious Dictators to impoſe Laws on 
their Fellow-Creatures ? Not any of their Le- 
2 boaſt a Divine Miſſion to authorize their 
nſolence In former times, Plurality of Wives 
and Concubines were allow'd of, and to this Day 
are forbidden but by a ſmall Part of the World — 
80 far were the Suggeſtions of him who * 
I «A 
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his chief Care to reconcile her to what ſhe had 
done ; but Lowe, and her extreme Admiration of 
him, furniſh'd her with more. But ſuppoſe 
(would e ſay) it were indeed a Crime with any 
other Man, the Caſe is widely different with him I 
love; the charming, the unequall'd de Amye, that 
Pride of Nature ! that Boaſt of the Creation ! can- 
not ſure he thought to err while he obeys the firſt, 
great, undiſputable Command, Go forth and 
multiply. — A thouſand Wives, were there ſo many 
Women worthy of his Love, ſhould rather ſpread 
his glorious Image round the peopled Earth ! adorn 


Humanity ! and bleſs the Age to come !—— With ſ 

theſe, and the like wild Notions, did the Violence t 

of her Paſſion tranſport her, and ſtifle all Remorſe; n 

which however really condemnable in themſelves, je 

8 ſerv'd to make her entirely eaſy in a Life which elſe ci 
/ muſt have been full of Diſquiets. ; to 

| Bur I forget that by theſe Digreſſions I ſhall gr 
become tireſome to my Reader: To go on there- m. 

fore with the Hiſtory of this (whom I may juſtly ſo; 

call) Self Abandon'd Fair. Some Hours before ſhe Bl 


expected him, did the impatient de P Amye, pre- 
tending ſudden Buſineſs, get rid of the Company 
he back invited, and returned to the Inn where he 
had left her; the Joy of their Meeting was pro- 
portion'd to that Exceſs of Paſſion they were mu- 
tually tranſported with; and he, having order'd his 
Affairs ſo as to be abſent from Home, ſtay'd with 
her all Night, and without any more Reſiſtance 
than ſuch as but heighten'd Deſire, enjoy'd thoſe 
Charms a King had vainly languiſh'd to obtain. 
When a little Ceſſation from Rapture would give 
Leave for cooler Converſation, they began to con- 
ſult where, and in what Manner ſhe ſhou'd be 
conceal'd ; and after many various Propoſals on 
his Side, and Refuſals on hers, as being either 
dangerous, or improper ; at laſt it was concluded 
- ſhe ſhowd ſtay where ſhe was, not only becauſe 
tae 
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the People being of a mercenary Nature, Gold 


might make them entirely at his Devotion, but 
alſo that it being very near his Houſe, he might 
with the more Convenience be often with her; to 


add to this, her Face was utterly unknown to 


them, and whatever Rewards might be offered 


by the King, or Madam de Monteſpan, for the Diſ- 


covery of Laſſelia, their Ignorance that they 
had the Charge of ſuch a Perſon, would be her 
Security, | 


Sus lived for ſome Months in all the Felicity 


that Love, in the moſt elevated Degree, can af- 
ſord to thoſe who devote themſelves entirely to 
that Paſſion; but, alas! how tranſient is a Happi- 
neſs built on this Foundation: If the darling Ob- 
ject of our Tenderneſs, by ſome uncommon Prin- 
ciple of Honour, or a Conſtancy ſeldom incident 
to the Nature of Mankind, returns not with In- 
gratitude or Falſhood the Condeſcenſions we have 
made; the Hand of Fate, by ſome unforeſeen, 


ſome unimagin'd Blow, daſhes the ſhort-liv'd. 


Bliſs, hurls us to laſting Wretchednefs, and forces 
us to own, tho' late, the ſad Effects of our mifta- 
ken Zeal. Madam de Ame, who, as I have 
before obſerv'd, was not without a good deal of 
womaniſh Pride and Jealouſy in her Nature, ei- 
ther by finding a Difference in her Huſband's Be- 
haviour, or ſome other Reafon, began to grow 
prodigiouſly diſquieted, and reſolved to know the 
Truth of what that Buſineſs was which he pretend- 
ed oblig'd him to be ſo often from Home; and 
where it was that he, of late, had paſt ſo many 
Days and Nights. In order for this Diſcovery ſhe 
ſent a Servant, whom ſhe cou'd confide in, to 
watch at a Diſtance where his Maſter went : But 
the Caution of de Þ Amye rendered theſe Endea- 
vours fruitleſs, for à long Time; for he never went 
directly to the Inn where Laſſelia was lodg'd, 
but made ſhort | Viſits. at ſeveral Houſes which 
” happened 
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ppened to be not far diſtant from his own: 
And 'tis probable that by this Means ſhe wou'd 
never have had it in her Power to have made herſelf 
wretched by a Diſcovery of that, which for her 
own Peace, as well as that of the other Perſons 
concern'd in it, had much better have been eternally 
conceal'd, if an Accident had not happened, that 
when ſhe had almoſt given over all Hope of it, 


brought every thing to light. 


EEEEDEEEED 


* 


The HITS TOR V of the two Madamoiſelle 
Doux MOURIES. 


A Friend/ip of a very ancient ſtanding having 
been between the Families of ge / Amye, 
and Doxxmourie, it was mutually defired that the 
former having but one Son, and the other no 
more Children than two Daughters, the Amity 
between them might be preſerved by his Mar- 
riage with one of them The eldeſt of 
them, being moſt favour'd by her Father, was the 
Perſon propos'd, and old de Amye agreeing to 
it, every thing was concluded on before the Incli- 
nations of the Parties themſelves were conſulted : 
The young Gentleman, who had been on his Tra- 
vels, though he was every Day expected home, 
did not return till ſome Months after this Affair was 
ſettled ; ſo that, his intended Bride had much the 
Advantage of him, in knowing to whom ſhe was 
ordain'd.- -The Expectations that ſhe would 
be a very conſiderable Match, being Coheireſs 
with her Siſter of a vaſt Eſtate, yoin'd to her other 
Accompliſhmenits, had attracted a great number of 
Admirers, all which her Father oblig'd her to diſ- 


miſs, 
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miſs, and told her he had provided a Huſband for 
her, whoſe Quality and Fortune were what he ap- 

ved of, and whoſe perſonal Merits were not to 

equalled by any of thoſe who pretended a Paſ- 
fion for her : Nor was it from her Father alone 
ſhe received this Character of him, ſeveral Gentle- 
men, who had accompany'd him to ſome of 
thoſe Courts, which he had viſited for Improve- 
ment, being returned before him, reported him 
to be grown a perfect Maſter of all thoſe Accom- 
pliſhments which can rendera Man truly valuable. 
The Thing was publickly talk'd of, all her Ac- 
quaintance wiſh'd her Joy of a Happineſs which 
was look'd upon as good as compleated, and 
among them there were not a few who would 
have rejoiced to have had a Poſſibility of putting 
themſelves in her Place, and envy'd her more for 
the good Fortune ſhe was to enjoy in the Poſſeſ- 
fion of ſo charming a Huſband, than for the 
Dowry ſhe received from her Father. She, who 
had a Heart entirely unprepoſſeſs'd with any other 
Object, was perfectly ſatisfied with the Choice had 
been made for her; and though it could not be 
faid ſhe was in love with one whoſe Perſon ſhe had 


never ſeen, yet tis certain, that from the prodigious 


Character ſhe had heard of him, ſhe had form'd ſo 
reat an Idea of Happineſs m being his Wife, that 
e obey'd the Commands of her Father in reſolving 

to —_ ſo with an Zc/ivation, at leaſt, equal to 

Ar length, the long-expeted Charmer was ar- 

rived; and as ſoon as the firſt Demonſtrations of 

Joy for his Return were. over, was informed by 

his Father of what he had concluded on for him: 

The old Gentleman did not fail to zepreſent the 

Advantages of ſuch a Match in Colours the moſt 

agreeable, and extoll'd the Merits of the Lady he 


deſign'd for him, to ſo high a Degree, that a youth- 


ful Heart, naturally amorous, was eaſily * 
c | | * 
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by ſo elegant a Deſcription = 


ence-and Curioſity, which ſuch an Occaſion com- 
monly inſpires : He was eager to ſee her, and de- 
ſir'd he might be introduc'd immediately. His 
Father, overjoy'd to find him in a Humour {© 
much diſpos'd to Obedience, comply'd with his 
Requeſt, and they went together to the Houſe of 
Monſieur Douxmaurie. Old de Þ Amye being told 


be was gone to take a Walk in his Garden, 


went to ſeek him there, leaving his Son in the 
Parlour till his Return, little imagining what 
Event that ſhort Time. of his Abſence would bring 
forth. The youngeſt of the Douxmouries ha- 
ving heard the Congratulations which had been 

aid to her Siſter on the Account of her intended 
9 and the Ad miration every one that knew 
him had expreſs'd of the graceful Perſon and Be- 
haviour of him who was to be the Huſband, had 
a Deſire, whieh indeed had ſomething more in it 
than Curioſity, to ſee him: And being told by 
ſome of the Servants that he was below, reſolv'd 
to be a Witnefs of what ſo many had alledy'd in 
his Favour: She had the better Opportunity of do- 
ing it, becauſe her Siſter was that Afternoon gone 
out to make ſome Viſits: Therefore coming into 
the Room where he was, with a Gaiety and Free- 
dom, which: is pretty common among the French 
Ladies, ſtruck his Fancy, at firſt Sight, with ſome- 
thing to her Advantage, which ſhe was far from 


expecting. He no ſooner ſaw her. than he wifh'd : 


ſhe might be the Perſon his Father had made 
Choice. of for him; and his: Travels: having fur- 
niſh'd him with a good Quantity of Aſſurance, 
though no more than What is agreeable, provided, 
the Perſon poſſeſs'd of it knows how to temper 
it with good Manners, he preſently made her 
ſenſible how happy he. ſhould; think himſelf if 
ſne were the Daughter of Monſieur en 

oung 


| The Fatigue of | 
his Journey had not taken from him that Impati- 
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Young as ſhe was, ſhe was not ſo dull of Appre- 
henſion as not to underſtand him; but perceivin 
he either had not been made acquainted, or kay 
forgot that there were two of them, forbore to 
remind him, prompted thereto by ſome ſecret Dic- 
tates, which as yet ſhe was herſelf a Stran- 
ger to the Meaning of; and only anſwering him 
in the Affirmative, that ſhe had the Honour to call 
that Gentleman Father, prevented him from giv- 
ing any Check to the Paſſion which was juſt then 
kindled in his Soul ; and thinking himſelf the hap- 
pieſt Man on Earth, to find in one Perſon all that 
could indulge his Love, and at the ſame Time gra- 
tify his Intereſt and his Duty, was too much 
tranſported to reſtrain his Joy, or wait the dull 
Formality of her being preſented to him ; but tell- 
ing her who he was (which ſhe knew well enough 
before) and aſking her if ſhe had never heard of 
ſuch a Man, who had been flatter'd with the Hope 
that he ſhould one Day be bleſt in the Poſſeſſi- 
on of the Daughter of Douxmourie : Yes, Mon- 
fieur, (anſwered ſhe, bluſhing, and with an Air 
which till confirmd him ſhe was the Perſon he 
wilo d, and alſo that the Sight of him had given her 
Emotions, in ſome Meaſure proportion d to thoſe be 
felt for her) I am, indeed (/aid ſhe) the Daughter 
of Douxmourie, nor are you deceived in your Con- 
jecture, if you imagine I have heard enough 
of de  Amye to make me impatient for his 
Coming. He was about to reply to theſe oblig- 
ing Words, in Terms full of Tenderneſs, when 
the coming in of both their Fathers prevented ei- 
ther of them from proceeding. After the firſt Ci- 
vilities were over, Monſieur Douxmourie began to 
ſpeak of the Happineſs he propos'd in unitin 
their Families; and young de J Amye aflured 
him, that, in providing for him in this man- 
ter, he thought himſelf under greater Obligations 
to his Father, than for all he ever did, or "ru 
| | 0 
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do for him beſides. You are infinitely gallant, 
reply d Mon/ieur ; and I hope, if what you tell me 
be your real Sentiments, you will have no Occaſion 


to alter them when you ſee my Daughter, who, 


not appriz'd of the Honour of a Viſit from you, 


happens to be abroad ; but I have ſent for her, 


and I know ſhe will be here immediately. What 
mean you, Sir? ( interrupted de l' Amye, firangely 
furpris'd) is not this Lad op Daughter ! One of 
them (reſum' d the other ; ) but ſhe that the diſcern- 
ing Eyes of your rightly judging Father has point- 
ed out for you, as much exceeds. her in all the 
Perfections of Mind and Body, as this might ſeem 


to do an untaught tawny Erhiope. It is not to be 


imagin'd what an Alarm:theſe Words gave the 
Perſon they were addreſs'd to He hardly 
could recover himſelf fo far as to be able to 
make any Anſwer, and when he did, it was in 
this manner: I doubt not {/aid he co/4h) but that 
all your Family have Excellencies peculiar to them- 
ſelves — but I ſhould never wiſh a nobler Sa- 
tisfaction, than what is in the Power of this young 


Lady to beſtow. Had a diſintereſted Perſon been 


ent, it would have been pleaſant enough to 
have obſerved the Surpriſe and Vexation which ap- 
ared in the Faces of the two old Gentlemen 
They ſtood for ſome time looking on one another 


in a fix'd Poſture, as if fome ſupernatural Event 


had happen'd, which had depriv'd them of the 
Power of Speech, till the Father of him who had 
been the Occaſion of it, firſt broke Silence in theſe 
or the like Expreſſions —— You muſt pardon ¶ aid 
he) the Deference which my Son has Gallantry e- 
nough to pay to the preſent Fair He has tra- 
vell'd, you know, and that ſort of Education ge- 
nerally inſpires a Deſire of becoming pleaſing to 
i hope he is better acquainted with my 
Intentions, than to prefer, in reality, any to her 
have appointed for him — Aye, aye, ey d tht 


other, 
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other, it is all owing to this forward Girl Leave the 
Room ! (continu'd he, turning to his Daughter, auß 
had been all this while trembling wvith Confuſion 
and Uncertainty how to behave in this A fair) be 

one | — You are too young for Converſations 
fach as we are upon. Though b what after en- 
ſu'd, one may believe ſhe wou'd have given her 
Soul almoſt to have ſtaid; ſhe was kept in too much 
Awe by the Severity of her Father, to dare to diſ- 
obey him, and ſhe went away in Tears ; which ſo 
ſenſibly touch'd de /” Amye, that not all the Re- 
ſpect he ow'd to the Preſence of his Father wou'd 
have been able to have reſtrain'd him from uttering 
a much greater Part of his Sentiments, than yet 
he had done, if the immediate Entrance of that 
Lady, for whoſe ſake the other had been treated 
in this manner, had not made it improper : She no 
ſooner appeared, than, after having paid a civil 
Reſpect to the two Strangers, ſhe afk'd her Father 
what had occaſion'd his Commands for her Return 


home. That, ey he, which I doubt not but 


all here will at laſt think themſelves happy in. 
In ſpeaking theſe Words, he preſented her to 4⸗ 


P Amye ; and, for Form ſake, told her who he was, 


though the Servant who was ſent for her had before 
related the News. 


NoTHrinG could be more dazling than the 


Appearance of this Lady; her Perſon was every 
way agreeable, ſhe had the fineft Hair and Com- 
plexion in the World, her Features were perfectly 
regular; nor could the niceſt Eye find a Defect 
either in her Face or Shape, unleſs that ſhe were 
ſomething too tall; but then there was an Air of 
Majeſty about her, which little People very rarely 
can boaſt, and which made her appear extreamly 
charming To all that Nature had beſtow'd, 
4rt had done its utmoſt to embelliſh her; ſhe was 
dreſs'd in ſo rich as well as becoming a manner, 
U might eaſily inform thoſe that ſaw her, there 

| was 
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was nothing wanting from her own Care for the one, 
or indulgence of her Father for the other. But not 
all the Attractions ſhe was Miſtreſs of, were {ufli- 
ent to make her appear half ſo amiable in the Eyes 
of de Amye, as did her Siſter; there was an eaſy 
Freedom in the Behaviour, a winning Softneſs in 
the Air and Face of that young Creature, though 
dreſs'd in a more plain Apparel, and not ſet off with 
any Illuſtration, which — with him, and he 
continu'd to think her infinitely more lovely in her 
native Charms, than this, adorn'd inall the gaudy 
Pomp of Finery, and Blaze of Jewels. The paſ- 
ſion he was poſleſs'd of for the other, and the Re- 
flection how indifferently ſne had been uſed on the 
Account of this, work'd ſo ſtrongly in his Soul, 
that he had ſcarce Power enough over himſelf to 
pay her even thoſe common Compliments, which 
cou'd not be omitted without ill Manners =— 
In fine, the little he ſaid to her appear'd fo forc'd, 
ſo different from what is dictated by the Heart, 
that a Perſon far leſs capable of judging than ſhe 
was, might eaſily perceive he was little influenc'd 
in the manner ſhe expected. By the Deſcription [ 
have given of her, I believe my Reader will not 
imagine her to be the humbleſt of her Sex; though, 
had ſhe been ſuch, a Diſappointment like this was 
ſufficient to rouze the ſmalleſt Sparks of Pride, and 
kindle up Reſentment ;' but as ſhe really was of a 


Humour perhaps the leaſt inclinable to pardon an 


Indignity of this kind, of all others, ſhe grew all 
Fury, and her tumultuous 'Thoughts meditated no- 
thing but Revenge: But if his not loving hex had 
power to raiſe ſuch a Tempeſt of Rage in her 
Soul, to what an infinite Degree did the Know- 
| ledge (which ſhe ſoon after received) that it was 
to the more prevailing Charms of her Siſter ſhe 
ow'd this Mortification, tranſport her ! All that can 
be conceived of Violent, was mean to that with 
which her haughty Temper was agitated. — 
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poor young Lady felt the Effects of it; her Father 
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was ſo much enraged, that by her ſhowing herſelf, 
the Match might probably be broken off between 
de  Amye, and his favourite Daughter, that he 
would not ſuffer her to come in his Sight; but 
ordered ſhe ſhould ſtay in her Chamber, whence 


he vow'd ſhe ſhould never come out, unleſs it 
were to be diſpos'd in a Monaſtery, without ge 
P Ame, repenting the Declarations he had made 


in her favour, conſented to the Conſummation of 
what his Father had agreed upon for him 
Nor was this all the Hardſhip ſhe endured ; ſhe was 
deny'd Eaſe in her Confinement, her Siſter was 


perpetually coming in to inſult her, and whenever 


any Company or Buſineſs gave her a ſmall Ceſſa- 
tion from this Vexation, her own diſturb'd Thoughts 
were ſufficiently her Tormentors ————— She 
lov'd the charming ade - /* Amye, though ſhe had 
ſeen him but once, with a Paſſion as fierce, as violent, 
as her Soul naturally mild and gentle was capable 
of admitting. And the Impoſlibility there was, 
that her Father ever ſhou'd be brought to conſent 
ſhe ſhou'd be his, to the Prejudice of her Siſter, 
even though he ſhould really like her well enough, 
to continue giving her the Preference in his Incli- 
nations, I believe, by all who have experienc'd 
that Paſſion, will be allow'd to be a Torture poy- 
nant enough to break a Heart more reſolute 
than hers. | 

WHiLE the Family of Douxmourie were in 
theſe Perplexities, that of de /” Ame was not 
much better: The young Gentleman plainly told 
his Father, he never would marry the Perſon pro- 
pos'd, and obſtinately refus'd making any more 


Viſits to that Houſe, unleſs he might be admitted 


to pay his Addrefles to the youngeſt Daughter. 
This created many Arguments between them ; and 
neither of them being able to overcome the ws 
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lution of the other, the whole Affair, for ſome time, 
continu'd in ſuſpence. | | 

Orp de Ange at length having, for many 
Reaſons, a prodigious Defire his Son ſhould marry 
into that Family, endeavoured to perſuade Mon- 
fieur Douxmonurie to give his Conſent that he 
ſhould have her he ſeem'd moſt to approve ; but 
he was too partially fond of his other Daughter, 
to liſten to ſuch a Propoſal ; and ſince he had no 
other Way to revenge the Contempt ſhe had been 
treated with, encreas'd his ill Uſage of her Rival 
Siſter in ſuch a manner, that ſhe would not have 
been able to have ſupported it with Life, had 
Heaven not ſent her a Relief, by taking him away 
in whoſe Power alone ſhe was. He was taken 
ſuddenly ill of a violent Fever, and died in three 
Days, but the Approach of Death made but little 
Alteration in his Sentiments; he did not indeed 
wholly cut off his younger Daughter of a Child's 
Part in his Eftate, but left her far inferior to her 
Siſter, and that too to be forfeited if ſhe marry'd 
de Amye. | 
Sn x was now, however, her own Miſtreſs ; and 
'tis not to be imagin'd that when ſhe was ſo, ſhe 
-wou'd continue in the ſame Houſe with a Siſter, 
whoſe unforgiving Temper had coſt her ſo much 
- Pneaſineſs : She took Lodgings in the Town, and 
_— ſtill poſſeſs'd of her former Paſſion, though as 
hopeleſs as ever of gratifying it, ſent to let 
de I Ame know ſhe ſhou'd take it as a Favour if ſhe | 
ſaw him among the number of thoſe who came 
to conſole an unhappy Orphan. This 
Summons was too kind a one for a Man of his 
Gallantry to refuſe, had he been leſs in Love; but 
Kill retaining the ſame Defire which the firſt Sight 
of her had inſpired him with, though now degene- 
rated to a leſs noble Aim, he obeyed with a ipeed 
which teſtified the Pleaſure he took in it: The 


former Tenderneſs with which they had regarded 
| | eac 
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| each other, encreaſing by a nearer Converſation, 


both became, at length, too much overcome by it, 
to have the Government any longer of their Acti- 
ons. And, to what Extremes will mutual 
Love tranſport its Votaries ? They yielded 
to the all-commanding Force gave up their 
Souls as Victims to his Sway —— and prov'd that 
it was not in the Power of the inexorable Doux- 
murie to deprive them of any other Part of the 
Joys of Marriage than the Ceremony. The Con- 
ſequence of this was, what might naturally be 
expected, the Cenſure of the World, and a living 
Proof that thoſe Cenſures were not undeſerved; but 
in ſpite of thoſe too, which muſt be reckon'd ſtab- 
bing Afflictions to a Woman who has any Pretence 
to Honour or Reputation, the generous Fair had 

too great a Tenderneſs for her lovely Undoer, to 
preſs him to take. off the Reproach ſhe ſuffer'd by 
making her his Wife. — A noble Friend- 
ſhip went hand in hand with the Paſſion ſhe had for 
him, which would not ſuffer her to wiſh he ſhould 
take to his Arms a Bride unportion'd ; nor indeed, 
as his Affairs ſtood, great part of his Father's 
Eltate being involv'd, could he have done it, with- 
out bringing manifeſt Deſtruction on himſelf, and 
her he married. But the Caſe ſtood not in this 
manner with the Sieur % Blefſang. He, tho! 
nfinitely ſuperior to her in Fortune, wou'd have 
thought himſelf happy, would ſhe have yielded to 
be his Wife; and when he heard the Rumour 
that every one's Mouth was full of, of her Intimacy 
with de ” Amye, he was the laſt that believ'd it; 
nor, perhaps, never would have done fo, if her 
diſter, who hated her more deadly, fince ſhe knew 
the continued Tenderneſs de J. Amye ftill had for 


her, and was ever watchful to expoſe her, had not 


contriv'd a Stratagem, to give him ocular Demon- 
ration. - She perſuaded him to dreſs like a Foot- 
man, and under the Pretence of bringing a Letter 

| 5 from 
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from that happy Lover, he eaſily got Admittance 
into the Houſe, where the unfortunate Lady was 
in her Child-Bed. That Secret being alſo dif. 
cover'd by the Spies of that aſſiduous Contriver of 
Difſenſion. — Having gain'd Entrance, Love, 
Curiofity, Jealouſy, and a Reſolution of being 
ſatisfied of the Truth, emboldened him to follow 
the Maid that carried up the Letter; and found 
her, indeed, as he had been informed, and the un- 
deniable Teſtimony of what ſhe had been guilty of, 
lying on the Bed by her. The Surpriſe he was in, 
in ſpite of all had been told him, to ſee her really 
in ghat Condition, was ſo great, that he had power 
to utter no more than, O] could I have thought 
it! Cou'd I have thought it! — and then 
ran down Stairs immediately the Confu- 
fion ſhe was in, and ſeeing a Fellow at her Bedſide, 
_ and thee Odneſs of his Behaviour, hindered her 
from ordering he ſhou'd be ſtay d but 
when ſhe open'd the Letter, and found it only a 
Blank, ſhe perceiv'd ſhe had been betray'd, and 
was immediately ſeiz'd with fo violent a Diſorder, 
that it threw her into Fits, which had like to have 
been fatal to her. There let us leave her for a 
while, and return to the enrag'd Lover, Monſicur 
Bleſſang . — He had no Means of venting 
his Indignation on her who had ſo ungratefully 
repaid his generous Affection, but he could not 
bear the Man who depriv'd him of her Affections fan w, 
ſhou'd live; he therefore writes a Challenge im- food ir 
mediately to Monſieur de  Amye, who, though ein 
he cou'd not gueſs by what way he had affronted 8 


: a Gentleman, who was altogether a Stranger to Word: 
him, had too much Bravery to refuſe mceting Dane 
him, and went to the Place, and at the Hour ap- ras 

inted lt was natural enough, before they ws 
encounter'd to enquire the Cauſe which had pro- with ch. 
vok'd him to ſend a Billet of that Nature; which * 


the other anſwer'd with all Frankneſs imaginable, WF Love, I. 
| Rs telling Rs 


The SELF-ABANDON'D, 217 
telling him the whole Secret by which he had diſ- 
covered the Amour. But, /aid he, (not yet 
able to vanquiſh the Tenderneſs he had for her) tho? 
ſhe is for ever loſt to me, and with her all my 
Soul holds dear, ſo precious is her Fame, and 
Peace of Mind to me, that if you will ſwear to 
recompence the Injury you have done her,. by 
in honourable Marriage, I am willing to paſs o- 
yer my own Misfortune in Cofideration' of, her 
Happineſs, and will here change Vows with you, 
never to moleſt your Peace. De Ame, tho? 
it is poſſible he might, after Pofſeflion, have had 
Gratitude enough to have done eve — in his 
power for her Eaſe, knew very well his Circiim- 
ſtances would not admit of his marrying in that 
manner ; but either not willing to let the other in- 
to that Secret, or believing all he cou'd ſay on that 
Score would ſeem but as a Pretence to avoid fight- 
ing, thought it better abſolutely to refuſe it 
This threw off all the Good-will Monſieur BI 
ſang before had to an Accommodation; and, 
drawing his Sword —— Now, /aid he, m— ſhall 
protect thee from me; I fight not now to ſatiate 
my Revenge on a Rival, but to puniſh a Villain, 
a baſe Violator of Innocence. Have-at-thee 
then, continued he, (making a Paſs at bin) 
Defend thyſelf, if thou canſt, againſt the Cauſe of 
Juſtice, and of injur'd Virtue. He made his firſt 
fun with ſo much Fury and Skill, that 4e Amy 
ſtood in need of all his Dexterity to parry it; but 
heving foil'd him once or twice, and by this Time 
equally enrag'd, gave a home Thruſt, with theſe 
Words. —— This, cry' he, to ſhow how little I 
deſerve the Contumely thy raſh miſtaken Rage 
has branded me with. — The unhappy Ble/- 
jar cou'd anſwer to theſe Upbraidings no other- 
wiſe than with a Groan, which was indeed his 
aſt ; for that Moment put a Period at once to his 
Love, Life, and Indignation. Monſieur de Ame 

Vol. IV. + i | was 
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was exceedingly troubled at this Accident, net 
only becauſe he had robb'd the World of a Gentle- 
man, Whoſe Life might have been of Service to it, 
but alſo that he knew he had too many powerful 
Friends for him to hope to obtain a Pardon for the 
Misfortune he had been the Cauſe of to them. 
As he was reflecting a little on the Vexations 
which frequently ariſe from giving way to that 
Bane of Quiet, Love, he ſaw three or four People 
croſs haſtily over an adjacent Field, and ſeem to 
be coming directly to the Place where he was 
ſtanding by the dead Body of him who ſo unluck- 
ily had fallen by his Hand. Self-preſervation put 
him in mind that this was no fit Place for Contem- 
plation ; and turning another Way into a Road, 
the Entrance of which he knew very well, he made 
the beſt of his Way to the Lady for whoſe Sake all 
this had happen'd ; he found her very ill, and not 
in a Condition to be acquainted with what he had 
to deliver, therefore was obliged to leave her ; 
_ zealouſly entreating the Care of all about her, 
deſigning, if ſhe recovered, to write an Account of 
all to her, as ſoon as he ſhould be in a Place of 
Safety 3 which not believing was to be found in 
France, he took Shipping immediately, and em- 
barked for Flanders; where when he had landed, 
he ſent Letters to his Father, and ſome others 
whom he could confide in, defiring they would 
let him know, by Poſt, every Thing that paſs d 
concerning the Death of Monſieur Blæſang. The 
firſt Anſwers he received, were little to his Con- 
ſolation, though no leſs than he expected: The 
Perſons whom he ſaw in the Field, werẽ brought 
by the Servant who was employ'd in carrying the 
Challenge ; who, imagining what it might contain, 
had come in Hope to have prevented the Miſchief; 
and finding they were too late, went that Moment 
to a Magiſtrate, and gave in an Information. — 
He alſo was informed that great Search had been 


made 


— 
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made for him, and. that he muſt never expect to 
ſee France again, unleſs he meant the Viſit ſhould 
de fatal to him. — But in the Midſt of all theſe 
fad Accounts, he had this to comfort him, that his 
Father was very buſy with all thoſe who were ac- 
counted Favourites at Court; that he ſpar'd no Coſt 
nor Trouble to procure a Pardon; and that there 
were ſome among them, who had given him Hope 
of ſucceeding. | by 

Trrs Misfortune was very terrible to old Mon- 
fieur de I Ame, not only becauſe it depriv'd him 
of the Pleaſure of his dear Son's Company, but alſa. 
that it was the tearing to Pieces of his already bro- 
ken Eſtate; and the Trouble and Fatigue it occa- 
fion'd him, was ſuch, as was very near bringing 
him to his Grave. 

Bur what Tongue is able to expreſs the Grief, 
the Diſtraction of the unfortunate Cauſe of all this 
Woe, when firft ſhe heard the fatal News! Had 
it not been prevented by the watchful Care of thoſe 
about her, ſhe wou'd not have liv'd a Moment to 
endure the Obloquy of the World, and thoſe ſe- 
verer Stings of Conſcience which ſhe now began 
to feel, for having, by her ill Conduct, occafion'd 
ſuch Scenes of Death and Ruin. The Mee 
of the unhappy Bleſſang was ever in her Mind; 
and at ſome Times, Imagination work'd ſo ſtrong] 
on her perplex d Thoughts, as to make her thin 
ſhe ſaw him. She continued for ſome Time in a 
Condition little different from Madneſs ; but when 
Reaſon had a little recovered its uſual Sway, a 
deadly Melancholy ſucceeded Paſſion ; and though 
ſhe had frequent Letters from de Aue, in which 
he preſs'd her to come to Flanders, ſhe cou'd not 
be prevail'd on to repeat that Folly which had 
caus'd ſuch Misfortunes in the World, and which 
the now accounted as a Crime unpardonable : But 
to do all ſhe cou'd to expiate it, after putting her 
Child, which happen'd _— be a Boy, under the _ 
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of a;Fryar, of whoſe Goodneſs and Piety ſhe waz 
well aſſured, ſhe retir'd into a Convent, where the 

reſolv'd to paſs the Remainder of her Days in Pe. 
nitence. Her havghty Siſter all this while exulted 
in triumphant Vengeance; but aiming ſtill at the 
Life of de Ame, ſhe join'd her Intereſt, which 
was pretty conſiderable, with the Relations of the 
Sieur Bliſang, the better to render fruitleſs all 
the Endeavours the unhappy Father cou'd make in 
his Son's Behalf. — But, at laſt, notwithſtand- 
ing all the Efforts of Malice, he ſucceeded ; a par- 
don was fign'd, and he call'd home: It would be 
needleſs to repeat the mutual Tranſports of the 
| overjoy'd Father and Son at meeting; whoever 
will give themſelver Leiſure to think what they 
would feel in ſuch a Circumſtance, need not be in- 
form'd. =———— It had however been more pure, if 
not mix'd by the melancholy Reflection how much 
this Accident had — their Fortune; and 
by making ſo many Enemies, took from the young 
Gentleman all Hope of repairing it, as he once 
deſigned, by getting a Place at Court: But being 
inform'd of the Particulars of all that had been 
done in his Abſence, he reſolv'd at leaſt to gratiſy 
one Paſſion ; and putting on a Countenance as full 
of Gaiety as he cou'd, went to make a Viſit to her, 
whom his Indifference had made his implacable 
Enemy, Madamoiſelle Douxmourie. The Sur- 
priſe which appear'd in the Face of the Servant 
who open'd the Door to him, gave him a Sort of 
gloomy Satisfaction, not doubting, but he ſhou'd 
create a much greater in the Lady he ſerv'd. He 
was not miſtaken in his Sentiments, ſhe no Tooner 
was told he enquir'd for her, than a cold Sweat 
came all o'er her Limbs; ſhe trembled like one 
in a Palſy, and not able to imagine what ſhou'd. 
have occaſion'd his Coming, was not without a 
Thought, that repenting his Contempt of her, he 
Meant to entreat her Pardon, and perhaps endea- 

| | | your 
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vour to expiate his former Coldneſs by a Declara- 


tion of Love. This was too agreeable a Belief 
for her to oppoſe it: For de Amye having had 
the ſame Charms for her as for almoſt all her Sex 
beſides, and her Hatred having only been occa- 
fion'd by his not loving her, ſuch a Suggeſtion 
gratified more than one Paſſion in her: Therefore, 
looking in her Glaſs, and ſetting herſelf in that Air 


which ſhe thought would be moſt engaging, ſhe. 


went down to receive him with a Pleaſure, which 
thoſe who knew the Violence with which ſhe had 
expreſs'd' herfelf againft him, would ſcarcely have 
believed, But how was ſhe mortified, how much 


more inſupportable was this ſecond wi 4m 114 


ment, than the firſt he had given her! when in- 
ſtead of accoſting her with humble Looks, and 
Words all compos'd of Sweetneſs and Perſuaſion, 
as ſhe expected, he offered her nothing but In- 
fults, and reproach'd her for her Inhumanity to a 
diſter, who he told her, was infrnitely more deſer- 
ving than herſelf, in Terms ſo bitter, and ſo ſe- 
verely juſt, that though ſhe could ill endure to hear 
them, her ſecret Soul avowed what he alledg'd, 
and join'd to torture her. This Self-Condemnation 
abated great Part of the Fury his firſt Salutation 
had put her in, and at length, ſhe either was, or 
faney'd herſelf to be, truly ſorry for what ſhe had 
done, and opening all her Boſom, made nd Scru- 
le of confeſſing the Source of all the Miſchief. 
he confeſs'd it was not Pride for the Preference 
— ee her Siſter, which had alone ſtirr'd up her 
ele 


ntment, but that Love, jealous, diſappointed 


Love! had at leaft an equal Share in driving her 
to thoſe Extremes ſhe had been guilty of: 
at laſt fell ſo low, as to tell him, that if he yet 
cou'd bring himſelf to return the Paſſion ſhe felt 

for him, ſhe wou'd repair the Lofles ſhe had oc- 
caſioned in his Fortune, by giving him her own, 


and by publickly marrying him, teſtify to the whole 


3 World 


an _——_—___———_ 
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| | Vi 
World from what Original the Hatred ſhe had ſhew- er 
ed to him had ſprung : Tis im poſſible to deſcribe of! 
with what a Look de Ame liſten'd to this un- Bleſ 
expected Offer; all that can be conceived of Scorn, thy 
Contempt, and Deteſtation, were to the Life diſ- and 

play'd in his expreſſive Eyes, but, as if and 
they were not intelligible enough —: Weak, lung 
vile Woman ! (aid he f as 1 <q as baſe! had 
Can you believe that I, who, when unknowing paſſi 
the Foulneſs of your Mind, could find no Charm diſcl 
about your Perſon worthy my Regard, can now catec 
deſcend to take a Wretch, who wants but Oppor- Swot 
tunity and the Temptation of the Devil to be a T 
Witch N0.-ñ2ö— 1 4 but _ Thought form! 
agree. ſhould I forego my Principles, renounce impe 
4 — and debaſe my Nature but even ſo Ix 
far, could I but heſitate, if for a ſordid Con- Mort 
fideration I ſhould take to my Arms ſo loathed a a yo 
Creature, I ſhould indeed be only fit for thee —— paid 
but I too much deſpiſe thee to think whatever thou deſce 
canſt offer worth a Moment's ſerious Conſidera- main 
tion, — thou art now grown as much beneath done 
my -Reſentment as thou art unworthy of my Pity. By 
I cannot have the ſame Sentiments for you ( reh how 
fhe fercely, and running at him with a Penknife tho 
aubich ſbe happen d to have in her Pocket) nor ſhalt ſelia 
thou live to triumph over both the Daughters of by fa 
Dounmourie, 2 rors, 
"SHE was very near plunging it into his 2 1 Notic 
before he ſaw what it was ſhe had in her Hand; bur is 
and had not a Chair, by catching hold of her afford 
Sleeve, a little retarded the Speed with which ſhe nor R 
| flew to him, he had inevitably fallen a Victim to indulg 
her Fury; but eaſily diſarming her, when he per- Leiſur 
ceived what ſhe was about, Wretch | (cry'd be, the w: 
if poſſible, with an added Scorn to that with which had 
he had before lool d on her) Fortune will no longer Effect 
aſſiſt the Miſchiefs thou art form'd to execute. ed to 


Thou haſt already done all to me thou ever — 
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have Power to do, by depriving me of thy Siſter, 
and forcing my — Arm to rob the World 
of ſo accompliſh'd a Gentleman, as the Sieur 
Blefang. I now deſpiſe whatever Efforts 
thy future Malice may make againſt me, | 
and leave thee an Object at once meanly deſpicable, 
and tranſcendently wvicked. With theſe Words he 
flung out of her Houſe, reſolv'd to hear no more, 
had ſhe attempted to ſpeak ; but the over-boiling 
Paſſions of her Soul ſuffer'd not themſelves to be 
diſcharg'd in Words, but riſing all at once, ſuffo- 
cated her, and ſhe was found by her Servants in a 
Swoon. | | | 
To repeat the many Stratagems ſhe afterwards 
ſorm'd for his Deſtruction, would be as tireſome as 
impertinent, fince none of them for a long Time 
met with Succeſs; and ſhe had the inexpreſſible 
Mortification to ſee him in a ſmall Time married to 
' young Widow vaſtly rich, Part of whoſe Wealth 
paid off the Mortgages of the Eſtate which was to 
deſcend to him, and they lived together on the Re- 
mainderin a Manner more grand than ever he had 
done before. | - 7 
Bur now the Time was come at once to prove 
how dangerous it is to have a watchful Enemy, 
tho' ne'er ſo known a one, and to make Laß 
ſelia ſenſible how much ſhe had deceiv'd herſelf 
by falſe Reaſoning, when ſhe concluded that Er- 
rors, ſuch as ſhe was guilty of, were little taken 
Notice of by Heaven. The implacable Dau- 
mouris , out of Humour with the World, which 
afforded her a Gratification neither of her Love 
nor Reſentment, was going into the Country to 
indulge a Diſcontent ſhe could not have ſo much 
Leiſure to do at Paris. In the Road to the Place 
ſhe was going to, was that Inn in which de Any 
had placed his beloved Laſſelia. It was the 
Effect of the other's ill Fortune, that ſhe happen- 
ed to bait there, and a little more fatigued than 
ö K 4 ordinary, 
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ordinary, reſolved to go no farther that Nay, 
Laſſelia, who while the Sun was up, ne'er da. 
red to peep abroad, uſed commonly to take the 
Benefit of the Air in an adjacent Field every 
Evening: She was in one of thoſe noQurnal Re. 
fre ſhments, when Madamoiſelle Douxmourie, who, 
in leaving Paris, had not left her Diſquiets, wea- 
ry of fitting alone in her Chamber, and it being 
too early to go to Bed, went to take a little Walk, 
accompanied only by her Woman, whom ſhe had 
taken along with her. It was their Chance to go 
into that very Field, which being very near cke 
Houſe, made it not unſafe for them to venture 
without any other Guard than their own Voices; 
which, if they were aſſaulted, might eaſily bring 
People to their Aſſiſtance. They Jad walk'd but 
a little way in it, before they fancy'd they flood 
in need of Protection; they heard a Ruſtling a- 
mong the Leaves on the other Side of the Hedge, 
and preſently after a Muttering of Voices ; they 
immediately imagined there were Robbers near 
them, and preſently began to run back, crying all 
the way, Thieves, Thieves! — Help! Help! or 
we ſhall be murder'd in a Moment. There were 
immediately twenty People about them from the 
Inn, and ſome little Cottages which ſtood near it. 
What's the Matter? Where are the Thieves? 
bawl'd they all out with one Voice. O!] juſt 
in that Thicket, (reh Douxmourie, pointing to- 
ward the Place where ſhe had heard the Sound) 
"Tis not to be doubted but they ran in hope of a 
certain Reward, which had been allow'd to all who 
had the good Fortune to take any of theſe lawleſs 
Adventurers. Douxmourie was ſo much out of 
- Breath with her Fright, that ſhe was obliged to 
ret on her Woman's Arm, before ſhe cou'd go 
any farther; and ſhe was not got into the Houſe, 
when the Mob, her Outcries had rais'd, were re- 
turned: She ſtopp'd a little to know their Suc- 


ceſs, 


85 
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ceſs. for Fear had magnify'd the Noiſe ſhe 
heard to ſach a Degree, that ſhe thought there were 
at leaſt a Hundred of them that made it.— 
See, Madam (cry'd one of the Fellows) for what 
Cauſe you have been alarm'd, ——— there were 
no Thieves ; you have only made us interrupt a lo- 
ving Couple, ——— but, however, fince we have 
been at the Pains of taking them, we'll e'en carry 
'em before their Betters, — they ſhall give an Ac- 
count who they are, and what Buſineſs they had 
there, before we part with them. It was to no 
Purpoſe that the Gentleman endeavour'd, by mild 
Arguments (for to have made uſe of Force, would 
have been Madneſs) to prevail on this rude Multi- 
tude, to let him and the Perſon he had with him, 
who was dying with Fears, go about their Bufi- 


- neſs. They were obſtinately bent, and all his Elo- 


quence was thrown away on them: Douxmourie 
was all the while they were talking, in the greateſt 
Conſternation imaginable ; ſhe fancy'd ſhe knew 
the Voice of him who had fallen io this Miſ- 


fortune, but could not recollect where, or when ſhe 


had heard it before ; and the Moon being pretty 
obſcure, and the Preſs of People who encompaſs'd 
him round, would not give her Leave to ſee his 
Face, till being all come near the Inn, the Peo- 
ple themſelves running out with Lights, ſhe im- 
mediately ſaw, to her inexpreſſible Surpriſe, as 
well as Joy, that it was the Object of her Hatred, 
Monſieur 4e Þ Amye, and with him a Woman of 
a very good Appearance, (for Laſſelia had long 


ago thrown off her Pilorim's Habit) © but that . 


diſtracted Lady, willing to conceal herſelf as long 
as ſhe could, holding a Handkerchief to her Eyes, 
took from the other the Means of knowing her, 
which elſe ſhe muſt infallibly have done, having 
often ſeen her at Madam de Monteſpan's ; but 
this ſhe was certain of, that it was not his Wife, 
by the Difference of her Shape and Stature; La/- 


* ' ſelia 


Rd 


> 
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elia being a great deal taller, and ſomethi 

Kander — amoſelle de Þ Amye, 5 
fore her Marriage ſhe had been intimately acquaint- 
ed with. | 1 

Tux Maſter and Miſtreſs of the Houſe were 
very much vexed at this Accident, not expecting 


any other than that by this 8 
i 


de Þ Amye would be obliged to carry his Miftreſs and 
x prawn” to ſome other Place: But to bring them 
off as well as they could, they told the Rabble that 
they might diſperſe themſelves, for they would be 
ER le for the Character of thoſe Perſons, that 


the Lady was a near Relation of their own, and the 


Gentleman an Acquaintance who ſometimes called 
to ſee them. — Thus, with much ado, the Lovers 
at laſt had their Liberty ; but were extremely per- 
plexed, left this Affair ſhould get Air. De / Ame 
could not be certain that, among ſuch a Number of 
People, there were not ſome who might know him; 
but that was the ſmalleſt of their Vexations ; Laſe- 
lia had till then been conceal'd with that Caution, 
that not a Servant in the Houſe, but one whoſe Fi- 
delity the Miftreſs of it was ſecure of, knew there 
was any Woman lodg'd there, a Paſſage being made 
for her on Purpoſe out of her Chamber into the 


Fields; and ſhe never ſtirring but when it was dark, 


prevented her from being ſeen by any body. 
Bur it was now natural to ſuppoſe, that being 


found with him, and afterwards own'd as a Rela- 


tion by the Inn-keeper, would create Suſpicion 


enough in theſe Sort of People; therefore they con- 
cluded that it would be wholly improper for her to 


continue there. But whither to remove her, he could 
not for his Soul contrive; though had he known 
how dangerous an Enemy he back in the Houſe, and 


who had been both the Occafion and Witneſs of the 
Buſtle which had happen'd, tis certain they would 
rather have choſe to have ſhelter*'d themſelves that 
Night under the Boughs of ſome ſpreading _ 
N ; ; 
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Gentleman who had the grea 
nable for her ill Uſage ; and had ſent to inform 
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than tarry'd under the ſame Roof with her. But 
the malicious Douxmourie, to have the better Op- 
portunity of compleating the Miſchief ſhe intend- 
ed, withdrew the Moment ſhe had ſeen his Face ; 
which by the Advantage of the Lights being brought 
behind her to the Place where they were, ſhe could 
eaſily. do, before he could, if the Diſtraction he 
was in would have given him Leave, have per- 
ceiv'd her. | 
SHE went preſently to her Chamber; but ha- 
ving ſeveral Servants with her, ſhe ordered them 
to watch about the Houſe, and bring her Word of 
all the Motions of thoſe two Perſons : And being 


inform'd by the moſt diligent among them, that, 


for a Certainty, that Gentleman and Woman lay 
both of them there, ſhe pretended on a ſudden to 
be taken extremely ill, and that not expecting to 
live an Hour, ſhe muſt ſend for ſome Friends ſhe 
had in that Country ; ſo ordering a Horſe to be got 
ready, that Footman who had brought her this In- 


telligence, having his Meſſage given him privately, 
was diſpatch'd to the Houſe of Madam de Þ Ame, 


where he was to tell. her, that he belong'd to a 
teſt Concern imagi-. 


her, that her Huſband having an Intention wholly 
to abandon her in a ſhort Time, of late had been 
very buſy in diſpoſing of ſome Lands, which Mo- 
ney he had made a Preſent to a young Girl, whom 


he was exceflive fond of, that he defign'd to live 


with her as his Wife ; and as a Proof of the Truth 


of all this, ſhe might that Night find them toge- 


ther at ſuch an Inn, — but that, if ſhe requir'd 


this Teſtimony, ſhe” muſt not loſe this Opportu- 


nity, which probably might never offer again. 
———— Madamoiſelle Douxmourie charg'd him, if 
poſſible, to fire her with a Defire of coming 
immediately, becauſe ſhe was not ſure how long 


they might ſtay. It was ſcarce a quarter of an 
| N Hour's 
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Four's riding to the Houſe of de Þ Anye; and tel. 


ling the Servants he had Buſineſs of greater Con- 
ſequence than Life, to impart to their Lady, ſhe 
order'd he ſhould be admitted, though ſhe had on 
her Night-dreſs. and was preparing for Bed. 
The Fellow peform'd the Buſineſs he was ſent 
about, with ſo much Art, that ſhe preſently aſſent- 
ed to the Propoſal of going that Moment to detect 
her Huſband, on whoſe Ingratitude and Perfidi- 
ouſneſs ſhe beſtowed ten thouſand Curſes ; but not 
thinking it proper to go alone, eſpecially with 
this Man, who was altogether a Stranger to her, 
Yhe ſent to Monſieur de Valier, and rouz'd him 
and his Lady, deſiring they would come to her on 
an extraordinary Occaſion. They obey'd 


her Summons,” and were there by the time her 


Coach was got ready, which they all went into, 
accompany*'d on each Side by Madamoiſelle Doux- 
mmourie's Man, two of Falier's, and one of her 


own, all on Horſeback. As they went: 


along, ſhe told them on what Account ſhe had 
entreated the Favour of their Company; and they 
botb took the Liberty of aſſuring her, that had 
they been of her Counſel beforehand, they ſhould 
have perſuaded her againſt it; becauſe, in ſuch 


Caſes, Extremes are often fatal to the Peace of 
both, and that it was better ſometimes to appear- 


blind, than too quick ſighted : But Jealouſy is not 
of a Nature to endure Controul ; ſhe was reſolv'd 
to have the Pleaſure of upbraiding, and bid the 
Coachman drive as faſt as poſſible. They got to the, 

Inn about Three in the Morning, when all the Fa- 
mily were, drown'd in Sleep, except Madamoiſele: 
Douxmourie, and thoſe that ſat up to attend her, 


and open the Door to thoſe Friends ſhe told them 


ſhe had ſent for. 5 
Hex Servant, who had the Conduct of the 
whole Affair, brought them up into his Lady's 
Chamber, where Madam de Ame was = 8 
£2 | h ttze 
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little ſurpris'd to find to whom it was ſhe ow'd 
the Diſcovery ſhe was about to make; and: poſſi- 


bly, in Spite of her own jealous Rage, would ra- 


ther have ſeem'd to have diſbeliev'd all ſhe heard, 
than gratify the Malice of this Woman, who ſhe 


knew had the greateſt Hatred imaginable to her 


Huſband. Douxmeurie, perhaps, gue ſſing at her 


Sentiments, as ſoon as ſhe had put every body 


out of the Room belonging to the Houſe; Ma- 
dam, ſaid foe, I forbore to let you know I was 
the Perſon, who, by the greateſt.Chance in the 
World, have this Opportunity of. convincing you 
of the Perfidy of your Hufband ; becauſe the open 
Enmity I have always profeſs'd for him,. might 


have made you ſuſpe& there was more of Spleen 


than Juſtice in what I had told you : But as you 
are now in the fame Houſe, and on the ſame 
Floor with him, and the Perſon he prefers to you, 


I doubt not but before you leave it, you will ſatisfy 


yourſelf what tis he merits from you. 


All, and more, cry*4 ſbe, than my Reſentment can 


inflit; and if it be as your Meſſenger. inform'd 


me, by all that's ſacred, I'll — 


—She was go- 
ing to make ſome raſh Proteſtation, when Monſieur 


de Valier ſtopp'd her Mouth; Hold, Madam! in- 


terrupted he, I muſt not ſuffer you to give Way to 
Paſſion, till you are aſcertain'd you have Cauſe for 
i — Anger ſometimes blinds the Reaſon; 
and as this Lady avows her Hate to Monſieur: 
de Þ Amye, tis not impoſſible but that ſhe may have 
been miſtaken, and has been led to credit ſome- 
thing more than the Truth of him ſhe is willing 
ſhould This hinder'd the enrag'd 
Wife from ſaying any more, till Madamoiſelle 
Dauæmourie recounting the Manner by which ſhe 
had made the Diſcovery, which ſhg.Aalluftrated with 
abundance of aggravating Cifcumſtances, made 
She 
them ; 
tearing 


It. 
be found guilty. 


her. Relapſe into her former Fury. 
was-then for breaking open the Door. upon 
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1430 LASCVELIA: Or, 
tearing them to Pieces; expoſing them to the w 
World. ſeem' d too little to ati the Ae 
She vented the Paſſion ſhe was in with ſo much 
Vehemence, that ſhewho had raiſed it, endeayour'q 
to abate it. — Madam, /aid fbe, tis not im- 
8 but in ſuch a Houſe as this, there may be 
Back-ways; which, if there be, this ſhameful Pair 
are, doubtleſs, but too well acquainted with them : 
And ſhould your Voice diſcover you are here, or 
any Force be uſed to get Entrance, before that can 
be done, they may perhaps eſcape, and diſappoint 
our Aim. I therefore would adviſe you to 
be patient till the Morning, which now is near at 
hand ; and when either of them opens the Door, 
which one of my Servants ſhall diligently guard, 
we will all be ready to ruſh in upon them. — 
This Method of proceeding receiv'd a general Ap- 
"probation ; and Madam de Amye did all the 
could to ſuppreſs the Violence of her Indignation 
at preſent, that it might fall more heavy on the Per- 
ſeons who had caus'd it; for ſhe reſolved in her own 
Mind never to forgive, or live with her Huſband 
more. 
Tu Lovers, who had paſs'd their Time in as 
at, though different Anxieties, having at laſt 
led on a Place to go to, thought it moſt proper to 
leave that they were in before Day-break ; and 
accordingly Monſieur de P Amye aroſe, and open- 
ing the r to call the Hoſtler to get his Horſe 
ready, was ſurpris'd to find himſelf, as he was 
Kepping back into the Chamber, puſt'd violently 
in by a Ruſh of People who follow'd him: The 
Candles they had in their Hands, immediatley in- 
form'd him who they were. As confus'd as he 
was, he had Preſence enough of Mind to run to- 
wards the Bed, where he thought to defend his 
dear Laſelia from their View, or die to expiate 
the Diſgrace ſhe muſt ſuffer for his Sake; but that 


unfortunate Lady, hearing a Noiſe, had rais'd 
! herſelf 
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herſelf in her Bed to ſee what twas, which when 
the did, Surpriſe and Shame, and Fear, took a- 
way her Senſes ſo far, as to deprive her of any 
Thought, in what Manner ſhe ſhould conceal her- 
ſelf ; and fat ſtill, ſtupid and motionleſs, expos'd 
to every body in the Room. 'Tis hard 
to ſay, whether the Fury of Madam 4 Ame, 
or the Wonder that ſhe and all her Companions 
were in, was greateſt, when they found it was 
Laſſelia, with whom he had tranſgreſs'd, 
nor could either of them ſurpaſs that which 
de I Amye felt, to ſee Douxmourie with them: He 
no longer doubted by whom he had been be- 
tray'd, and not anſwering the Invectives which 
his Wife pour'd out upon him, he utter'd as many 
againſt that Se- Devil, for that was the only Name 
he vouchſafed to call her by. While all were in 
this Confufion, Madamoiſelle de Valier, havi 

a little recover'd that Confuſion the Sight of La 

ſelia had occaſioned, having a tender Friendſhip 
for her, went towards the Bed with a Defign 
to have ſpoke to her, when the undone Fair, juſt 
then waking, as it were, from'that Abſence of 
Mind ſhe had been in, into a Senſe of the Shame 


to which ſhe was expos'd, ſtarting ſuddenly from 


the Poſture ſhe had been in, and catching Monſieur 


de I Amye's Sword, which lay on a Table by the 


Bed-ſide, was about to end her Life, and the In- 
famy that attended it : It was the good Fortune of 
that fincere Friend to prevent this Act of Deſpe- 
ration from being accompliſhed ; but the Aitempt 
put the whole Company in ſo great a Conſterna- 
tion, as was of excellent Service to the filencing 


their Clamours. De /” Amye, though he was ready 


to fly into his Charmer's Arms, and chaſe away 


her Deſpair by a thouſand ſoft Endearments, yet 


he ow'd too much to his Wife, to give her ſo pro- 


voking an Inftance before her Face, that ſhe was 


but the ſecond in his Eſteem, em but the Pain he 


endured © 
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endured in this Reſtraint, took from him all In- 
clinations to continue his Reproaches to Mada- 
moiſelle Douxmourie ; and he , ſtood ſpeechleſs, 

and ſeem'd loft in Thought, as did his Wife; 

who, though extremely fiery aud paſſionate, had a 

eat deal of Good- Nature, and ſo manifeſt a 

roof of her Rival's Penitence and Deſpair, 

wrought on her ſo far as · to engage her Pity, ——._. 

and he thought, if that would make her eaſy, ſhe 

could forgive the Wrong ſhe had done her, pro- 

vided, ſhe would never more repeat it. Monſieur 

de Valier, who had watch'd the Abatement of 

her Rage, perceiving her Looks were very much 

| ſoften's, begg' d her to withdraw with him a Mo- 

ment into another Room; to which ſhe having 
conſented,. he laid ſo many Arguments before her, 

how infinitely. better it would be to huſh up this 
Affair, than to make herſelf and Huſband, as wel! 

. as the Perſon who had injur'd her, the Chat of 
| the whole Country, that ſhe at laſt conſented, on 
Condition ſhe, would immediately retire into a 
Monaſtery,. thereby to put it out even of her own 
Power to wrong her more. — Having obtain'd 
thus much from her, he endeavour'd to bring 
d Ame to conſent 3 and was labouring a long 
time before he could prevail on him but to pro- 
miſe an eternal Separation: But the Remonſtrance 
the other made him, how he was indebted to his 
Wife for almoſt every Thing he was poſſefs'd of; 
her Love, her Faithfulneſs to him, her Good- 
Nature,. her condeſcending Temper, -making an 
Allowance for that one Foible, Jealouſy, won ſo 
far on his Gratitude, join'd to. the Reflection how 
impoſſible it would be for him. to keep. the 
Poſſeſſion of Laſſelia; believing, not without 
Reaſon, that if the Diſcovery of what had hap- 
pened, ſhould reach the Ear of Madam de Mon- 
1 as in all Probability it wou'd, ſhe wou'd 
take effectual Meaſures to prevent his coming near 
| her ; 
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her; all this put together, oblig'd him to an un- 


willing yielding to what was propos“ d. While 


Monſieur de Valier was thus employ'd with the 
Wife and Huſband, his Lady, who had taken the 
Hint privately from him, was no leſs buſy with 
Laſſelia; ſhe had a double Taſk to reconcile that diſ- 
treſs'd Lady at once to the Thoughts of Life, and 
quitting the Converſation of her beloved de Þ Amye ; 
but the Power her experienc'd Friendſhip had 

iven her over her, enforcing the ſtrong Reaſons 

e made uſe of, in a little Time work'd their de- 
fir'd Effect; and this Affair ended vaſtly different 


from what the Beginning promis'd. The malicious 


Douxmourie was the only Perſon vex'd at it ; — as 
for de  Amye, though he never ceas'd to think of La/- 

 felia with a Tenderneſs which cou'd not but be atten- 
ded with ſome melancholy Reflections; yet the 
Temper of his Wife, who, after this, took double 
Care to make herſelf agreeable to him, by Degrees 
made him grow more chearful. Laſſelia, who, as 
ſhe had promiſed, went directly to a Convent, 
ſtrengthen' d by the good Advice of Madamoiſelle 
de Valier, who frequently viſited her, and the re- 
ligious Converſation of the holy Maids ſhe was a- 
mong, in time was weaned from thoſe ſenſual De- 
lights ſhe had before too much indulg'd herſelf in, 
and became an Example of Piety even ta thoſe 
who never had ſwerv'd from it. | 
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FoR ck of NaTURE 
THE 
By Mrs. EL 1za Hay woop, 


The Lucky have whole Days, which fill they chuſe ; 
* Unlucky have but Hours, and thoſe they ſe. * 


But Fortune at ſome Hours to all is kind; 


Fate's dark Receſſes we can never find, 


| 
1 
3 
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# 


OR, TH 5 
LVckTDisApPOINTMENT. 


N Valladolid, one of the largeſt and 
2 moſt populous Cities of Old Ca- 
ile, 2 dwelt a Gentleman cal- 
led Don Alvario, who had a Daugh- 
ter not more diſtinguiſh'd to Poſterity 
by the remarkable Incidents of her 


Fate, th | 
for her exceeding Beauty. The matchleſs Charms 
which appear'd in her, join'd to the Expectati- 
ons.of a waſt Fortune, ſhe being the only Child, 
made her deſir'd in Marriage by almoſt as many 
zs had ſeen her, and had Eſtates to countenance 
= their Pretenſions; but though ſhe was arriv'd at 
the Age of Fourteen, which in Spain is accounted 


= — 


a4 very mature one, ſhe had never diſcover'd the 
= leaſt Inclination to Love, or to the Alteration 
ef her Condition; nay, ſhe expreſs'd an Aver- 
3 f ſion 


an in the Age ſlie liv'd, ſhe was famous 
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ſion to all Offers of that Kind. Her Father 
was no oftner ſollicited to give his Conſent, than 
ſhe was on her Knees to conjure him to refuſe it, 
» So ſtrange, and ſo general a Diſdain for 
all Mankind was ſurpriſing to every body; but 
her firm Perfeverance in it, join'd to a Reſerve 
and Love of Solitude, no leſs uncommon in a Lady 
of her Youth and Beauty, and who by the Indul- 
. gence of the moſt fond of Fathers, might have 
_ enjoy'd almoſt what Diverſions ſhe plead, at 

length ſeem'd to 8388 a Vein to a Monaſtick 
Life; and it was the Opinion of all who were ac- 
quainted with her, that in a little time they ſhou'd 
hear ſhe ask'd Permiſſion to retire into a Cloyſter. 
Alvario, who defir'd nothing more than to ſee 
her married, was extremely troubled to find that 
of the many Propoſals made to her, there was 
none which cou'd work the leaft Change in her 

Humour , and was often not a little perplex'd 
what it ſhou'd be, that render'd her ſo different 
from her Sex : But not all his Philoſophy cou'd 
enable him to gueſs at the Truth, -till an Accident 
happened to diſcover it, and ſhew'd him that his 
Daughter was not of a Conſtitution ſo frozen as 
he imagin'd, nor her Inſenſibility ſo univerſal as 

ſhe pretended. © | > 

"THERE had been brought up with her in the 
"Houſe, 'a young Man nam'd Fernando, whoſe Pa- 
rents being reputed dead, Don A/vario had ta- 
ken 9 of, and educated with the ſame 

Care, as he would have done a Son of his own, 
and indeed he had a Genius and Capacity ſo 
very capable of Improvement, that not to have 
iven him all the Advantages of Learning, wou'd 

| Are been an Affront to that Power, who endu'd 
him with the moſt excellent Qualifications of 
Nature. The diſcerning Eyes of Feliſinda, for 
ſo the Daughter of Alvario was call'd, found 
ſomething in him more to be admir'd, than . 
r 3 Be the 
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the Grandees who made their Addreſſes to her 
cou'd boaſt of, nor was he inſenſible of her Pow- 
er of charming. They began to love each other, 
while they were both too innocent to know what 
it was their Wiſhes aim'd at; but as gheir Years 
encreas'd, what at firſt was no more than Friend- 
ſhip, or that tender Regard which Relations might 
feel for one another, grew up into a Paſſion; un- 
governable Deſires, tumultuous Emotions, and all 
the Symptoms of burning, raging Love, with mu- 
tual Ardor ſwell'd in their throbbing Hearts. 
They now were ſenſible what twas they felt, they 
knew. they lov'd, but knew alſo that 
they were unhappy,  .——— the ſame Moment 
which inſtructed them in the one, convine'd them 
of the other. Fernando, who had no Dependance 
but on the Favour of A/vario, and liv'd but on 
his Charity, had little Cauſe to hope he wou'd 
beſtow his Daughter, and the vaſt Poſſeſſions which 
were to deſcend with her, on a Beggar. Nor 
had Feliſinda greater Cauſe of Conſolation ; ſhe 
thought as deeply on theſe Things, as did Fer- 
zando, and cou'd not flatter herſelf with the moſt 
diſtant Hope of ever being happy, at leaſt while 
her Father liv'd. Both were perfectly acquainted 
with the Sentiments of each other, before either 
had Courage to confeſs them; but as that Paſſion 
will not always be ſubje& to Reſtraint, it burſt - 
out at laſt with roatex Violence, for having been 
ſo long ſuppreſs'd, and in ſpite of their, Reſoluti- 
ons to the contrary, their Tongues declar'd what 
their intelligible Zyes had betray'd before: They 
found ſome Eaſe however, in communicating and 
conn FO their common Misfortune, in giving each 
other all the ſoft Aſſurance, that Modeſty would 
permit, of the moſt tender and inviolable Affecti- 
on, and exchanging. Vows, that whatever hap- 
pen'd, never to be but one another's. — More than 
a Year paſt over in this Manner, during which Twp 
their 
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their ſecret Converſation was never in the leaſt ſuf. 
| petted to be any more than that friendly Re 
which they being brought up tegether might 
create, and Alvario himſelf was fo far from dif. 
couraging it, that he ſeem'd very well pleas'd his 
Daughter did not repine at the Favour he ſhew'd 
to one, who pretended to no Claim by Blood, of. 
ten ſaying, he would have her love him as a Bro- 
ther, and commanding him to look on her rather 
as a Siſter than the Daughter of his BenefaQor. 
Thefe Words were ſo great an Encouragement to 


bur equally enamour'd Pair, that ſometimes they 


were on the Point of confeſſing the Truth; but 
the Uncertainty in what Manner to relate it, ill 
prevented em. Fernando being arriv'd at the 
Age of Twenty, Alvario being pretty old and 
infirm, Put into his Hands the Management of his 
whole Affairs, depending on his Integrity and 
Capacity, in as ample a Truſt as he cou'd have 

| 'd in a Son, the moſt worthy of being be. 
loved; and Fernando diſcharg'd himſelf in all 
Things in the ſame Manner as he wou'd have done 
by the moſt indulgent Father, whoſe Eſtate was 
to deſcend to him. Some Diſturbance hap- 
pening among the Tenants, he was oblig'd 10 
into the Country, which was the firſt Ab- 
ce he ever had from his dear Feliſinda; 
they mitigated the Pangs of parting, by contri- 
ving a "I to write to one another unſuſpecled. 
He had not been gone many Days, before Don 
Carlu, a Noble Youth, who had a long time 
made his Addreſſes to Fe/ifinda, and wag very 
much eſteemed by her Father, preſs'd the Mat- 
ter ſo home, that Alvaris was at a Loſs how 
to anſwer him. He paſſionately deſir'd to havc 
him for a Son-in-law ; but being unwilling to 
force his Daughter's Inclinations, he had hither- 
to deferr'd giving him any Anſwer ; ſtill hoping 
ſhe wou'd grow leſs averſe, as ſhe became more 
TEES : acquain- 
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acquainted with the Merits of this accompliſh'd. 
Cavalier. He ſent for her one Day into his Clo- 
ſet, to diſcourſe her on the Affair, but was not a 
little troubled to find, that inſtead of complying 
with the Arguments he made uſe of to perſuade - 
her, ſhe burſt into a Flood of Tears, aſſuring him, 
that it was impoſſible for her to love that Fas: 
man, and conjuring him, not to make her for 
ever miſerable, by, an enforc'd Aﬀent. ——— She 
ſeem'd ſo overcome with Grief at the Apprehen- 
| fFons of what his Power might do, that he was 
oblig*d to diſmiſs her from his Preſence ; and the. 
ſooner, becauſe he obſerv'd that in taking out her 
Handkerchief to dry her Eyes, ſhe had let fall a 
Paper; which his Curioſity prompted him to read 
unfeen by her. He ſaw it was folded in the man- 
ner of a Letter, and imagin'd that perhaps it 
might give him ſome Light into the Reaſons which 
had inſpir'd her with ſo ſtrange a Reſolution ; He. 
was not miſtaken in his ConjeQure, but was more 
ſurpris'd than can be well expreſs'd, when takin 
it up, he found it writ by Fernando, and — 
theſe Lines. e 


To the Adorable FEZLISIN DA. 
Hough I knew before, that my Paſſion for you 
exceeded all that ever fild a Heart, yet I ge- 

2 knew the . wary of it till now 1 3 I have 
ten but fix Days abſent from you, and they ſeem ſa 
many A 1 Franc then /hall I be able to — —— 
tedious 8 of Time: which 1 foreſee Alvario's 
Bu fineſs <will detain me here? Were I employ'd by any 
ber Perſon, I am very confident, I Hou d this Mo- 
nent, borne on the Wings of Love, deſpifing all other 
Vol. IV. L x- 
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| Conſiderations, fly to the Feet of my adord Charmer, 
and tell her how ] have languife'd, how I have dy 


to ſee her; But as in his, tis your Aﬀair; muſt 


Suffer by my abrupt Departure, I muft fludy Patience 


to. endure it. I have, indeed, this Conſolation in 
my Sufferings, that they are of Service to her I love 
But if ewhile I linger here in the ſewereſt Agonies of 
Difiruft and Fealouſy a Soul can know, ſome fower- 
ful Rival, arm'd with Pomp and Grandeur, ſhould 

plant me in your Efteem, or, if, which moſt I fear, 
4 Father's abſolute Commands ſhould force you from 
your | Vows, what Name of Miſery wou'd ſerve to re- 
preſent the Horror of my State. Deſpair and Mad. 
- meſs are but mean Deſcriptions === the Damm d, who 
prove what *tis to feel the Exchange of Heaven for 
Hell, can only ſpeak it. —- Oh ! my Felifinda ! pity 
me, comfort me, for methinks "tis ſomething more than 
the ordinary Suſpicion of 2 Lower, which tells me that 
this Abſence will be fatal to our Love. an 66 
bell acquainted with your ' divine Goedne/ſi, that JI 
dare promiſe myſelf to hear from you by the firſt Op- 
portunity. I <will endeavour to: conſole myſelf till then 


as well as I am able=———Farewel, think of me as 
£ deſerve, and know me for „ 
7 Vour eyerlaſting Slave, 
8 FkRNA NDO. 


Ar 1. that can be conceiv'd of Grief, of Hor- 


ror, of Rage, and wild Aſtoniſhment, is ſhort of 
what Alvario felt at reading this Letter. — He 
call'd immediately for Feliſinda, who not yet ſen- 
fible of the Loſs ſhe had ſuſtain'd, came into the 
Room with more Courage than elſe ſhe wou'd 
have done; but ſtartling at the Change ſhe per- 
ceiv*d\ in Alvario's Countenance, and at the ſame 
Time ſeeing the Letter in his Hand, the Surpriſe 
and Terror ſeiz d her unprepared Soul with 
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too much Violence, and giving a great Shriek, ſhe: 
fell at his Feet in a Swoon The Noiſe ſhe 
made, brought ſome of the Servants to her Relief, 
before her Father could have time to call them: 
Proper Remedies being apply'd, ſhe was not long 
ſenſeleſs, but wiſh'd ſhe had remzin'd ſo till, when 
ſhe found herſelf treated by Alvario in a manner 
ſhe had never been before, and which her gentle 
Nature was little able to ſupport with Life 
She anſwer'd his Upbraiding only with her Tears; 
and when he call'd her Hypocrite, Betrayer of the 
Confid-nte he had repos'd in her, Diſobedient, 
Shameleſs, and every Name of Ill his Indignation 
could invent; ſhe attempted not a Sy llable to excuſe 
or to deny what ſhe was accus'd of; but when he 
commanded her to ſpeak and reveal every thing 
to him of this Affair, as how long ſince it begin, 
how far it had proceeded, and utter'd ſome Words, 
which made her think he believ'd they had carry*d 
their Paſſion. to Lengths criminal; ſhe made her 
Defence. with Reſolution enough, aſſuring him 
with a great deal of Truth, that nothing had paſt 
between em (Wiſhes excepted) that might not, 
with all the Innocence in the World, be allow'd 
to thoſe not nearly related. This ſeem'd to pacify 
him a little, and having order'd ſhe ſhould be con- 
fin'd to her Chamber, and ſtrictly watch'd, that 
ſne got no Opportunity of writing, or ſending to 
Fernando, ſnut himſelf into his Cloſet, to think 
what was beſt to be done. e JE 
FELIX DA was leſs concern'd, on Reflection 
of what had happen'd, than the Confuſion ſhe 
had been in ſeem'd to promiſe; ſhe conſoled her- 
ſelf with the Hope, that the frt Guſt of her Fa- 
ther's Paſſion being over, his former Indulgence 
wou'd return, and influence him to compleat her 
Wiſhes: She was alſo pleas'd, that ſince their 
Loves were ordain'd to be diſcover'd, it happen- 
ed at a Time when Fernando was abſent, © that 
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| fo the whole Storm of Indignation might fall on 
her alone — the greateſt Vexation ſhe had, was, 
that ſne was without the Means of letting Fer- 
nando know what had fell out — ſhe reſol- 
ved, however, to wait the Event with Patience, 
and was ſtudying what ſhe ſhould ſay to Alva- 
rio, to move him to Forgiveneſs of her Fault; 
when he enter'd the Room, and with a Counte- 
nance, tho' leſs diſtorted with Rage than before, 
yet full of an Auſterity, which ſhe trembled at, 
Felifinda, ſaid he, I doubt not but your own good 
Senſe, joined to thoſe Improvements of Education 
I have given you, have made you ſenſible enough 
of what you owe me, to be not only truly pe- 
nitent for having offended me, but deſirous alſo 


of having it in your Power to repair the Injury 


you have done my Peace, by your fooliſh Paſſion 
for a Man, who tho' I very much eſteem, you 
might believe, for many Reaſons, I ſhou'd not 
approve of for a Huſband for you. The Almighty 
Power which form'd me, reph'd fre, knows how 
dear I prize your Peace, and how ſincere a Gra- 
titude I feel for thoſe, even more than paternal 
Obligations you have heap'd upon me; — but you 
know, Sir, that our Paſſions are not the Effect of 
Will, but Fate; and if I encourag'd that growing 
one, I long have known for this too lovely Youth, 
it was not without a Hope, you would one Day 
approve my Choice — the many Favours you 
have conferr'd on him the Indulgence you 
have ever ſhow'd him, always uſing him as you 
wou'd have done a Son, flatter'd my fond Wiſhes 
with an Imagination, that you might in time be 
won to make him ſo, eſpecially When you ſhou'd 
know your Daughter's Life, nay, what is more, 
her everlaſting Peace, depends upon your Grant. 
Don Alvario liſtned to what ' ſhe ſaid with 
tolerable Patience, till the latter part of her 
Diſcourſe; but then, unable to contain himſelf, 
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You ought, cry'd he fiercely, to have been aſſur'd 
how far I was inclin'd to favour him, before you 
8 to ſuch Lengths which ſince you 


ave done, your Crime be your Puniſhment — I 
ſhall take effetual Meaſures to prevent your ever 
meeting more In the mean time prepare your- 

ſelf to marry Carli, he is the Perſon I have 
made Choice of for you, nor ſhall it be in your 
Power to delay the Conſummation of that which I 

have long defign'd ——— To-morrow is the Day, - 
therefore, tempt not my Anger by a fond Perverſe- 
neſs, but reſolve to be obedient—— Oh, Sir! 
interrupted: ſhe, falling on her Knees, if ever you 
thought me worth your Care, I beſeech ou 
I conjure you, to revoke ſo harſh a Decree——— 
Is it not enough to tear me from all I ever did or 
ever can love, but you muſt alſo doom me to one 
J hate Condemn me to a Nunnery ——cut me 
off at once from all my ExpeQations of Fortune, 
and of Favour, do any thing rather than force 
me to violate thoſe Vows, high Heaven, and the 
conſcious Saints have oft been Witneſs of to my 
Fernando, The Power, reſum'd he, more en- 
rag'd, which ſhou'd have authoriz'd thoſe Vows, 
was mine, not yours; you had no Right to make 
them, and therefore are not binding. Yes, Sir! 
cry'd ſhe, conſider — I'll hear no more, ſaid 
he, remember who I am, and know your Duty.— 
With theſe Words he flung out of the Room, and 
left her in a Condition which no Expreſſion can 
repreſent: To loſe Fernando, terrible as it was, 
ſeem'd leſs diſtracting than to marry- Carlos; yet 
ſhe found herſelf oblig'd to it by a Power, whence 
there was no Appeal ſhe wou'd have fled, 
and dar'd all the Extremities of Want and Mi- 
ſery, bat ſhe was too cloſe watch'd —no Re- 
medy ppeayd but Death, and to that ſhe would 
certainly have had Recourſe, had the Paſſion which 
Don Carlos had for her, been of the fame 

| KS. | 1 


5 
f 
= 

* 
2 
£4 
* 
* 
E. 
4 
28 
7 IJ? 
* 
4 
#47 ; 
F 
5 
: 
4 - 
3 8 } 
675 
8 
80 
=> 
8 
ug) 
- 5 
l 
p 
9 
5 
2 
S > 
F 
OS 
2. 
CR. 

} 8 

2.4 

12 

* 
3 
* 
at. 
* *%s 
IC 
* "© 
* 
8 
FUR 
yy 
8 
3 
4 
: * 
„ 1 
p 
— 
1 
7 
PSY; 
* 
i= . 
9727 
* 
Ft 
2 
<5 
55 
4, 


as 


246 The Fox cE of NATURE: Or, 

ſelf. intereſted kind which influences the Minds of 
ordinary Lovers. That generous Man being told 
by Aluario, that the next Day ſhould give his 
admir'd Fifa to his Arms, made no doubt 
but that her Conſent concurr'd to make him hap- 
py, and defir'd to pay thoſe Acknowledgments 
which her ſuppoſed Condeſcenſions ſeem'd to de- 
mand from bim; the Servants who were acquaint- 
ed with their Maſter's Intentions, made no Scru- 
ple to admit him; but inftead of thoſe modeſt 


Bluſhes, and tender Fears, Which are generally the 


Ornaments of a Virgin Bride, he found her on 
the Floor, her Hair diſhevell'd, the uſual Luſtre 
of her ſhining Eyes extinct in Tears, and all the 
Symptoms of Deſpair about her. Surpris'd at an 


Object ſo unexpected, ſo alarming, he drew near, 
and endeavouring to raiſe her from the Poſture 


ſhe was in, entreated her to let him know the 
Cauſes of her Grief? And eanſt thou-aſk, ſaid ſhe, 


thou, who art thyſelf the only hated Canſe ? m—— 
Bat l'il be reveng'd (continu'd ſhe, beginning to 
tear her Hair and Fleſh) I'll be reveng'd, - firſt on 


theſe Originals of my Woe . pluck theſe 


Evyes out, mangle every Feature that attracted thy 


undoing Paſſion I'll be no more the Object 
of Defire, but Loathing; and if T muſt be thine, 
Pit come 40 thy Embraces a hideous Bride — Tis 
hard to ſay, whether ſuch a Behaviour inſpir'd 
more Grief or Aſtoniſnment in the Mind of him 
Who was a Witneſs of it; all that can be conceiv'd 
of ſoſt, of tender, of obliging, he ſaid to her to 
mitigate her Anger, and : ſſuage her Sorrows} al- 


ſuring her, with a great deal of Sincerity, that had 


he known himſelf ſo unhappy to have been hated 

by her, he would have choſe to die in Silence, 

rather than have occaſion'd her one Moment's 

Inquietude: She rais'd her Head a little at theſe 

Words, and the Violence of her Rage ſomewhat 

abated by 'em, ſhe began to conſider that 1 1 
| | : erv 
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ſerv'd not to be treated in that manner by her: 
Pardon, Don Carlos, ſaid ſhe, the Wildneſs of m 

Deſpair; I muſt confeſs I have nothing to accu 

vou of, but too much Love for an unworthy 
Wretch, who has it not in her Power to reward 
it—— Your Paſſion is indeed the Source of my 
Misfortune, but then I ſhould remember that Paſ- 
fions are involuntary, and perhaps tis as impoſflible 
for you to ſhake off yours, as it would for me 
to forget mine. A death-like. Paleneſs ſeem'd to 
ſpread itſelf all o'er the Face of Carla: while 
ſhe was ſpeaking ; and perceiving ſhe had done, 
Is it then,” Mom. cry'd he, in a faultring Ac- 
cent, to your Kindneſs for ſome happier Man, the 
wretched Carhs owes your Diſdain ? Not my Dz/- 
dain, reſum'd ſhe, but my enforc'd Neglect; 
pity me then, and think what I endure, torn from. 
all I love by a remorſeleſs Parent, and given to one 
who, in ſpite of his Accompliſhments, I hate 
Forgive the harſh Expreflion, for believe, of all 
Mankind, I could eſteem you as a Friend — but, 
alas! my Heart wants Room to entertain you as a- 
tender Gueſt; long e'er J knew your Merits it 
was taken up, all the Affections of my Soul are 
riveted to another —— to him I am bound by all 
the Ties of Honour, Gratitude, and everlaſting 
Love, and him or Death I only can conſent to 
wed. Am I then, ſaid he, with a melancholy 
Air, the only Bar to Feliſinda's Happineſs ? The 
only immovable one, reply'd ſhe; did not your 
wondzous Merits make Alvaris impatient to call 
himſelf your Father my Tears, and my 
Deſpair, would eafily overcome all other Obſta - 
cles; he would not make me wretched, but with 
Deſign to make me ble, which ignorant of the 
Force of Fancy, he thinks conſiſts in being yours. 
Well, Madam, | reſum'd Carli (after a little 
Pauſe, and two or three Sighs, which he vainly 
ſtruggled to ſuppreſs) I were unworthy of decla- 
1 . L 4 ring 
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ring myſelf. your Lover, if I refus'd to fall a Mar- 

tyr tomy P:flion ; before Evening you ſhall con- 
feſs that I deſerve your Friendſhip : He left the 

| Room as he ſpoke theſe Words, but with a Coun- 
tenance fo ſad, and ſo dejected, that it mov'd her 
Pity,as much as what he ſaid had done her Wonder. 
——She was extreamly at a Loſs for a Conſtruction of 
his laſt Expreſſion ; but being far from gueſſing at 
the Reſolution he had taken, imagined he had 
ſpoke in that manner only to amuſe her, and that 
the next Day ſhe ſhou'd be dragg'd to the Altar, 
and forc'd to aſſiſt in that Ceremony, which muſt 
for ever deprive her of the Hope of being her 
dear Fernando's. The Agonies of her Deſpair re- 
turn'd with .the former Violence at this Sug- 
geſtion, and ſhe was meditating by. what deſperate 
Courſe ſhe ſhould avoid what ſhe ſo much dread- 
ed, when one of her Women gave her a little Bil- 


; let, which being brought by a Servant of Don Car- 


his, and accompany'd by another to their Maſter, 
they thought it no Breach of Truſt to deliver her. 
The Contents of it were theſe, | 
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To the ſweet Deſtroyer of my ever- 
- Lifting Peace, the for ever ador'd 
Minna. n 

Tc E cruel Fate deprives ne ef the Power of 
8 being conducive to your Happineſs, T7 readily yield 
my Life a Sacrifice, to be of Service to hour Peace: J 
wiſh I could do more to eftabliſh your laſting Felicity 
«vith that' too | fortunate Engraſer of Feliſinda's 
Wifpes: I go for ever from you; and ſince there 
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is nothing ſo impoſſible as for me io live without you, 
1 go to ſeek in ſome far diflant Clime that Death, 
which if inflited here, mizht give you fome Diſquiet, 
by à tao late Remorſe, and unavailing Pity for the 
Unhappy CARLOS. lll 


Ir would be as impoſlible to deſcribe the Aſto- 11.08 
niſhment, and pleas'd Admiration, which fill'd il 

the Sou of Feliſinde, at ſo uncommon a Proof of | 
difintereſted Affection, as it wou'd the Vexation 
of Alvario, when by the ſame Meſſenger he re- 
ceived a Letter from Don Carlis, containing theſe 


Lines. | 


GEESE SISSE 


To Don ALVARI0O. 
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= T HO” the . of your lovely Daughter has 
1 ung been the fir Þ Wiſh of my deſiring Soul, yet I 
_ cc to relinguiſb my Hope of that Felicity, fince I am 
vo late convinced it was raid only by. your Goodneſs 
7.1 her Love alone I wuauld be indebted for the Blefſ- 
ing of calling her mine; and as her Heart is diſpo.'d 
of to ſome happier Man, beg 1 may transfer to him Wi 
that Right you gave me : ? cannot doubt but that he ml 
bas Merit to deſerve your Favour, Feliſinda find; j 
fo much in him; and that my Preſence may bs 

no Obſtacle to her Defires, Igo this Moment from Val- 
ladolid, and /hall in a hort Time quit Spain, is pro: 

bable for ever I make it my laſt Requeſt, that 
' you will compleat the Happineſs of her, who, by a prior 
Obligation, had it not in ber Power to obey your Com- 
mands, in conferring any on : 


Her Eternal Adorer, and/ 


Your Obliged Servant, 


L 5 =. 
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Alvario had no ſooner come to the Concluſion 
of this, than he ſent to inform himſelf of Don 
Carli, and hearing that he was really gone, and 
had order'd his Equipage to follow him next Day, 
was ſo outragious, that he ſwore never to forgive 
his Daughter the Diſquiet ſhe had occaſion'd him; 
being by this Letter perfectly afſur'd, that ſhe had 
confeſt her Paſſion for Fernando to him, who, if 
ſhe had not been determin'd to perſiſt in it, had 
been the lat to whom ſhe would have revealed it. 


- —— He flww to her Chamber, reproach'd her in 


the ſever: Manner his Indignation cou'd invent, 
and ſtung her to the Quick with ten thouſand Im- 
precations, that all ſke had perſuaded Carlos to, 


Was ineffetual, for he would ſooner marry her 


to one of his Grooms than to Fernannb. The 
violent and unaccuſiomed Fury he had been in, 
was hurtful only to himſelf; he was ſeized im- 
mediately with a Diſorder, which oblig'd him to 
take his Bed, and in a very few Hours diſcover'd 
itſelf tg be mortal —— He ſent for a Lady, who 
every body knew he had a great Eſteem for ; her 
Name was Berinthia, ſhe was Abbeſs of a Mo- 
naſtery of Auguſtines; and, in her Preſence, - gave 
Directions to a Perſon proper to be apply'd to in 


ſuch Caſes, for his Will, and order'd the Diſ- 


ſal of his Eſtate ; which being finiſh'd, he lived 
ong enough to ſign it, and then, as -he had no 
farther Buſineſs with Life, gave up the "Ghoſt, 
without permitting Felifinda to come into his Pre- 
ſence. She was immediately inform'd of it, and 
the Grief of loſing a Parent, who had in every 
thing but her Love for Fernando, been the moſt" 
indulgent one that ever was, joined to the Shock 
of not being admitted to take a parting Bleſſing, 
threw her into Agonies, which for ſome, time 
made her want but fittle of being reduced to the 
Condition he was in. | 


Berin- 


0 
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Berinthia ſtay'd in the Houſe till after the Fu- 
neral; and every thing being over, ſent. a Diſ- 
patch for Fernando, who was yet ignorant of all 
that happened. The Reader will eaſily gueſs, 
that when the Tidings were brought him, he 
was not altogether inconſolable for the Death of 
Avario; who, though regarded by him with all 
imaginable Veneration and Gratitude, as his Pa- 
tron and Friend, could not be put in Balance 
with the Love he had for a Miſtreſs ———He.- 
believed himſelf now fecure of Feliſinda, and was 
too full of that extatick View, to allow Room 
for Grief. *Tis alſo to be ſuppbs'd that this Con- 
fideration was no ſmall Alleviator of that fair Mour- 
ner's Sorrows, —— ſhe could not hear he was 
returning, and reflect that there was now no 
Obſtacle, to impede the Gratification of their mu- 
tual Wiſhes, without feeling a Pleaſure, which 
overcame her Melancholy, and very much condu- 
ced to reftore her to her former Health. When 
they met, tho” it was in the Preſence of Berin- 
thia, it was with all the Tranſports of the moft 
violent Affection; but that Lady not av" 
them to take more than one Embrace : Hold, 
cry*d ſhe, miſtaken Pair! youare not yet ſo ſecure 
of each other, as you may imagine; the Death 
of Alvario has not left you without a Bar be- 
tween you, which I believe you will find it diffi- 
cult to get over. But, continued ſhe, I will 
not keep you in Suſpence ; I know I ſeem to ſpeak 
in Riddles, therefore will not delay the unfold- 
ing of your Fate. She waited not for a ep, nor 
did the Amazement they were in at her Words, 
rmit them to make any; but calling immediate- 
y for the Perſon who was in Poſſeſſion of Alva- 
rio's Will, order'd him to read it out aloud ; the 
Contents of which, after the cuſtomary Prelude 
in ſach Writings, was, that he bequeathed his 
whole Eſtate to be equally divided between Fer- 
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nando and Feliſinda, on Condition that they mar. 
ried not each other; for the Prevention of which, 
he ordered that Feliſinda ſhould be carried into 
the Monaſtery of Auguſtines, under the Guardian- 
Bip and Care of the Lady Abbeſs of that Place, 
nd there to remain till either, Don Carli 
ould return, or ſhe ſhould make Choice of any 
other Perſon, whom Berinthia ſhould approve for 
her Huſband ; All this was ſet down in the 
moſt binding Form of Law, with the Penalty 
annexed, of an eternal Curſe on them, if they 


broke through this Command. A Clap of Thun- 


der tearing all before it, and threatning Nature 
with univerſal Ruin, could not be more dread- 


ful to the Lovers, than this unlook'd-for Blow ; 


they had ſcarce time to teſtify what it was 
each thought on this mutual and dreadful Diſap- 

intment, before Berinthia, punctual in diſcharg- 
ing the Truſt repoſed in her, told them they 
muſt part for ever; and finding neither of them 
ſeem'd to regard her Perſuaſions, was oblig'd to 
exert that Authority, which A/vario had tranſ- 
ferred to her, and by the Aſſiſtance of her Servants, 
ſorc'd them from each other's Arms. Never was 
there a more moving Scene; Feliſada was car- 
ried into the Coach more dead than alive, and 
her deſpairing Lover left in an Agony of Grief, 
which came pretty near Diſtraction Had theſe 
Orders been put into the Hands of any other Per- 
fon than thoſe they were, he had certainly done 
ſome deſperate Action to have made them repent 
accepting the Commiſſion ; but Berinthia was a 


Lady for whoſe exemplary Piety, Wiſdom, and 


Goodneſs, he had been taught to have the higheſt 


Veneration, and from whole Bounty he had for- 


merly received great Favours; and beſide, there was 
ſomething. in her, which he could not account 
' for, that more than all I have nam'd, commanded 
kis ReſpeR, and rendered it impoſſible for him to 


treat 


ta 
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treat her as he wou'd have done any other in the 
like Circumftance : =—— She ftaid ſome Moments, 
endeavouring to conſole him; but finding the 
Storm of - preſent Grief too violent to admit of 
Arguments, left him, to go to Felifinda, who re- 
cover'd not from her Swoon till ſhe was brought 
into the Monaſtery. , | ; +1 be $5. 

NoTrinc could be more carefully look*d after 
than ſhe was by this good Abbeſs, who indulg'd 
her with all Tenderneſs imaginable, in every Wiſh 
but Liberty, and the Sight of her dear Fernan- 
b; but that, alas! was the All of her Defires ; 
nor cou'd all the Arguments ſhe made uſe of to 
convince her, how much better. it was not to ſee 
him, fince Fate had decreed them different Fates, 
than by continuing a Converſation, keep alive a 
hopeleſs Flame, which wou'd in Time conſume; 
its Owners, have any Effect at all on her; ſhe 
flill perſiſted in her Entreaties, for Leave to enter- 
tain him at the Grate ; and being ſtill deny'd, had 
like to have fallen into a Sur; F288 Melancholy. 
— There was in the Cloyſter a young Devotee, 
whom Conftraint more than Inclination had oblig'd 
to enter; her Year of Probation being almoſt ex- 
pir'd, ſhe had a greater Liberty than thoſe who 
were but lately come in: This young Lady, whoſe _ 

Name was Alaniba, took a very great Kindneſs 
for Felifnda, from the firſt Moment ſhe ſaw her, 
and conſequently extreamly pitied her Sufferings : 

| One Day as they were fitting together in 4 

mhba's Cell, ſhe entreated her to give her the 

Hiſtory of her Misfortunes, and the Reaſons for 

which ſhe was debarr'd the Privilege of the 

Grate, which every body beſide herſelf enjoy'd ; 

which when the other had oblig'd her in relating, 

ſhe told her, if ſhe could be of any Service to 
her, ſhe might depend on her Readineſs to do it. 

L Feli/nda look'd on her as an Angel ſent to relieve 

5 her, and made her ten thouſand Retributions, and 

| | "ul 
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immediately aſſur'd her, that ſhe cou'd be of 
the greateſt Importance, if ſhe wou'd take-upon 
her to deliver a Letter to Fernando, who ſhe 
did not doubt wou'd be every Day at the Grate. 
expecting to get a Sight of her. Alautba told 
her, ſhe wou'd not only do that, but convey his 
Anſwers alſo by the ſame Means, This being con. 
cluded on, the Soul-afflicted Felina went to 


2 her Letter; which ſhe filled with a Mil. 
i 


on of ſoft Complainings of their mutual Mi: 
fortune, conjuring him to everlaſting Love, and 
renewing all the , Tem ſhe had before made never 
to be but his. —— As ſoon as ſhe had finiſh'd, ſhe 
return'd with it in her Hand to Alantbha, who ta- 
king it from her, repair'd that Inſtant, where, 
as they imagin'd, the — Fernandb ſtood, 
vainly expecting when he ſhould ſee the Charmer 
of his Soul appear, and not able to comprehend the 
Meaning that, among ſo many as he ſaw daily 
crowd to it, ſhe ſnou'd never come in Hope of ſee- 
ing him: The Deſcription Felifnd had piven of 
him, made him immediately known to Alantba; 
but reſolving to be certain, watched her Opportu- 
nity of the reſt of the Nuns being withdrawn, to 
beckon him to come as near as he cou'd ; which he 
obeying; ſhe ask*d him if his Name were not Fer- 
#ando ? and he having anſwer'd her it was, ſhe put 
the Letter into his Hand: The Sight of the Super- 
ſcription, immediately inform'd him of the dear 
wyriter; he ſnatch'd it from her with an Eager- 
. neſs becoming his Paſſion, and putting it to his 
Mouth, ſeem'd to rivet his Lips to it —— Suſpend 
your Raptures, cry'd Alantha in a low. Voice, till 
you are in a Place more convenient to indulge 
them ; here they may be dangerous to the Conti- 
nuance of _ Correſpondence. — Come to-mor- 
row about this Time, and bring your Anſwer. Fer- 
#ando was about to make her ſome Part of the 
Acknowledgments the Favour ſhe had done him 

merited, 


no 
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merited, but ſhe turn'd away as ſhe had done 
ſpeaking, and waving her Hand to him to be gone, 
put him in Mind, the greateſt Proof of Complai- 
ſance wou'd be Obedience; — and indeed ſhe 
had good Cauſe for what ſhe did, for he ſaw imme- 
diately after, the Lady Abbeſs herſelf coming to- 
ward the Grate. Tho? he paſſionately long'd 
to peruſe the Contents of what he had juft.receiv'd, 

et the Regard he had for her, imagining he had 
— ſeen by her, prevented him from going till 
he had firſt ſpoken to her. She receiv'd him with 


that Aﬀability and Tenderneſs, with which he had 


been accuſtom'd to be treated by her ; but not alk 
his Entreaties cou'd win her to give him a Mo- 
ment's Sight of Fe/ifinda ; which he now preft with 
the greater Earneſtneſs, to keep her from gueſſing 
any thing of the ſecret. Correſpondence he was in 
hopes to have by the Friendſhip of 4/antha. But 
ſhe made uſe of the ſame Reaſons ſhe had done 
to Feli/inda, perſuading him not to reſiſt the De- 
crees of Deſtiny, but make himſelf as eaſy as 


poſſible in a Misfortune which it was impoſſible 
| to retrieve. 


He liſtned to her with that Reſpect 
which was her Due; but what Effect her Argu- 
ments had on him, let thoſe who have experienc'd 
the Force of Love be Judge: Having at laſt diſen- 


gaged himſelf, he went Home, to feaſt Reflection, 


and revive decaying Hope, with the Aſſurance that 
he was ſtill as dear as ever where he alone wiſt'd 
to continue ſo. His Anſwer to hers was much to 
the fame Purpoſe of what ſhe had writ, all Love, 
and tender Proteſtations; but becauſe there was 
nothing in either of them very material to the Sto- 
ry, I will not inſert. | 

Tu x continued | 
ſtintly every Day by the Means of Alantba; and 
both of .them enflam'd with a mutual Ardor of 
conſummating that Happineſs they fo long lan- 
 guiſt'd for, at laſt they hit on a Medium, which 

* ſeem'd 


writing to each other con- 
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ſeem'd to promiſe them Succeſs : Alvario's E- 
| fate was ſo vaſtly great, that being divided be- 
tween them, either Part was ſufficient to enable 
the Poſſeſſor to live not only in a handſome, but a 
rand Manner; it was therefore agreed, that Fer- 
zando ſhould turn his Moiety into ready Money, 
and ſhip it off, for that when every Thing was rea- 
dy, by ſome Stratagem, which they truſted to In- 

vention to contrive, ſhe ſhou'd make her Eſca 
from the Monaſtery, and go with him to ſettle 
there, leaving her own Part the Forfeiture of 
the Penalty Alvario had laid on em. All this 
by Letters was carried on and agreed to by 
each; and Fernandb giving out that he could not 
bear to live in Valladulid, aſter the Knowledge 
that Feliſfinda was not allotted for him, he diſpos'd 
of every Thing without any Suſpicion of the true 
Cauſe for which he did it. Berinthia, though ſhe 
appear'd very much concern'd that he was going, 
did not offer to diſſuade him, believing it wou'd 
be the only effectual Means to cure him of his hope- 

leſs Pafion. 15 5 

Norkhix o now remained but how to get Fe- 
Elinda from the Monaſtery : She was fo dili- 
gently obſerv'd both Night and Day, ſcarce a Mo- 
ment without ſome or other of the Nuns with her, 
that her Eſcape ſeem'd an utter Impoffibility. 
After a great Number of fruitleſs Projections, at 
laſt it was reſolv'd that Fernando ſhould leave Val. 
{adelid before any Thing was attempted, judging, 
with Reaſon, that if he was gone, ſhe wou'd be 
left much more at Liberty, and that he ſhould 
commiſſion ſome truſty Friend to convey her to 
Bruſſels, where he having alfo been ſome Time 
before, ſnou'd prepare every Thing for her Recep- 
tion. It was very difficult for Fernandes to conſent 
to the leaving her behind him ; but there appearing 
no other Means to free her, he was oblig'd to yield 
ta the cruel Neceſſity. He took his Leave in "—_ 
2 | E 


= 
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of Berinthia, and expreſs'd ſo unfeign'd a Concern 
that he was not permitted to ſee Felifnda before 
his Departure, that that Lady had not the leaft 
Suſpicion of his Deſigns. The Perſon he entruſted 
to aſſiſt Felifnda in her Eſcape, and conduct her 
to him, was one, of whoſe Integrity he had ma- 
ny Proofs, and he embark'd with more Courage 


than himſelf believ'd he ſhould have had, ſo much 


did he depend on the Friendſhip of this Confidante, 
and the good Nature of Alantha: But now it was 
Time for Fortune, who had long befriended him, 
to turn her Wheel, and change the pleaſing Proſ- 
pect of approaching Joys, for Miſery, Perplexity 
and Deſpair. PEE 

Trar Commiſeration which at firſt had in- 
duc'd Alantba to favour the Correſpondence be- 
tween theſe unhappy Lovers, was now turn'd in- 
to a quite contrary Paſſion ; ſhe found too ma- 
ny Charms in Fernando, not to envy Felifinda the 
conſtant Aſſiduities he paid her; ſhe never ſaw 


him without feeling a conſiderable Addition of 


her Paſſion, and not knowing how, without a Diſ- 
covery of the Cauſe, to break off the Commerce 


ſhe ſo generouſly had begun 
ditraded to think ſhe was oblig'd to be aiding 


to her Rival's Happineſs. Every Thing being 
now in ſo fair a Way for the compleating their mu- 
tual Felicity, and the Man gone, the Sight of 


whom ſometimes was all ſhe had to enable her to 
5 through ſo difficult a Taſk, her Vexation, her 
Deſpair, grew beyond all Bounds. ———— She 
| her Days in Agitations not to be expreſt, and 
er Nights in Agonies, which were near depri- 
ving her of her Senſes. The Remembrance 
of every tender Expreſſion Fernands had utter'd at 
the Grate, in Favour of Fe/;#nda, the Tranſport 
which appear'd in his Eyes whenever he receiv'd a 


Letter, was like a Vulture preying inceſſantly on 


her vital Spirits; —— but when ſhe reflected nt 
they 


to aſſiſt, was almoſt 


—— —— 
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they would in ſhort Time meet with all the Rap. ting « 
tures of endearing Love, to part no more, 74 a! 
was utterly bereft of Reaſon. ——'She was ſome- afſift 
times on the Point of betraying all their Meaſures than 
to the 4bbeſs ; but then the Reflection how guilty Hor / 
ſne muſt appear in having concerted them, pre- rity, 
vented her. In this truly pitiable Condition did 
© ſhe remain ſome Time; at laſt, the Friend of 
Fernando enquiring for her at the Grate, ſhe went 
to hear what News, and was told by him, that 
Hearing Fe/;fnda had now the Liberty of walking | 
In the Garden, he had found a Way for her De- A 
livery, and withal, flipt thro! the Grate a little diat 
Bundle and a Letter, ſaying, that contain'd Di- appc 
rections how ſhe ſhould proceed: Alantha took it; joy 
but inſtead of carrying it as directed, retir'd to her Fern 
Cell, and breaking it open, found it contain'd and 
r | „„ knen 
„„ "Eo F but 
eee eee 2 
To Donna FELISIN DA. the 
. IR! - 5 5 „ herſi 
HE Confidence Don Fernando 7epos'd in my prob 
1 Ability and Care in conducting to his Arms the ing . 
excellent Felifinda, is tos great an Honour not to ob- Ferv 
lige my utmoſt Services. I have invented ma Paſh 
Stratagems for your Eſcape, but none has fo litth Retr 
the Appearance of Danger as this which J now Mer; it; 
it is a Ladder of $i Cords, made ſo ſmall, that ſhe 1 
you may eafily conceal it in your Packet till the ha was 
Opportunity for making uſe of it arrives, which J vain 
hope may be about Tauelve this Night. ———— 8 
preſume, when the young Nun riſes: to the Bell, you Rea 
may-eaftly flip out after her. into the Garden, tht of N 
Chapel joining to it. there is a Breach I have brou 
berv'd in one Part of it, and you may, without much to or 
Difficulty get up to the Top on the Inſide ; then far get- he « 
ting 


1 
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ting abaun on the other, the Ladder, on which you 
a find two little Hooks ta faſten it to the Wall, will 
aſſit-you 3 it is flrong enough to bear à greater Weight 
than jours, and at the Bottom you will find, with 
Horſes ready to convey you, him who is, with all Since- 
rity, yours and Don Fernando's : 


Malt zealouſly devoted Servant, 
bop” CLEOMAS. 


Ar reading this, a ſudden Thought came imme- 
diately into her Head, that ſhe might at once diſ- 
- appoint Feliſinda of all her Hopes, and re-en- 
joy the Bleſſing once more of ſeeing her admir'd 
Fernando, by making uſe of the Ladder herſelf, 
and paſſing on Cleomas for Feliſinda. She 
knew he Fad never ſeen that Lady, nor herſelf, 
but in a Veil, fo that the Difference between them 
wou'd not make Diſcovery of her Treaſon, — ſhe 
cou*'d not indeed expect a very kind Reception 
from Fernando when brought to him, but ſhe left 
the Event of that to Fortune, ſometimes flattering 
herſelf that Time and Abſence join'd to the Im- 
probability there would then appear of ever ſee- 
ing Felifſinda more, might abate ſome Part of the 
Fervour of his Affection, and the Diſcovery of a 
Paſſion ſo great as hers, win him to make a ſuitable. 
Return — She reſolv'd, however, to make Trial of 
it; ſhe could be, at worſt, but rejected by him, and 
ſhe ſhould have this Conſolation, that her Rival 
was not in Poſſ:ffion of a Happineſs which ſhe 
vainly languiſh'd for. | 

SHE was not indeed without ſome Shadow of 
Reaſon im imagining, according to the Temper 
of Mankind, that Fernando wou'd in Time be 
brought to prefer the preſent, kind, obliging Fair, 
to one who was ata vaſt Diſtance from him, and who 
he could not hope to ſee without encountring in- 

| numerable 


, / 


260 The Foxcx NATURE: Or, 
numerable Dangers. —— To cheriſh this Hope, 
He had the Confideration of her own Charms, which 
in Reality were ſuch, as few cou'd equalize, — In 
ſhort, her Paſſion furniſh'd her with Arguments 
ſufficient to convince her, the Deceit ſhe was a- 
bout to practiſe, would be favourable to her De- 
fires; and ſhe was no leſs impatient for the Hour 
than Felifinda wou'd have been, had the Letter of 
Cleomas not been intercepted. 

In E appointed Hour arriv'd, every Thing ſuc- 
ceeded er to her Wiſhes; ſhe got over the 
Wall with all the Eaſe imaginable; and finding 

Cleomas at the Bottom, was mounted by him on 
a Horſe he brought with him for the Purpoſe, —— 
they travell'd all Night for fear of a Purſuit, and 
ch By-Roads, rendered it impoſſible for any 
who ſhou'd be ſent in Search of them to diſcover 
which Way they took. 4/antha hugg d herſelf 
with the ſecret Satisfaction of having circumvent- 
edher Rival, and began to affure herſelf of a for- 
tunate Concluſion of an Aﬀair, the Beginning of 
which had met with ſo much Succeſs : But Hea- 
ven wou'd not ſuffer the Treachery ſhe had been 
guilty of, to-go.unpuniſh'd ; by Deceit ſhe hop'd to 
obtain her Wiſhes, and by- Deceit it was, that ſhe 
© was made to repent the Injuſtice ſhe had done. 
What is there ſo forcible as Love! when once that 
burning Paſſion rages in the Blood, vain are all the 
Tyes of Honour, Friendſhip, Gratitude ; even In- 
tereſt, the World's Idol, pleads but faintly when 
oppos'd againſt it ! —— The Charms of the ſup- 
pos'd Fel; had an Effect too violent vn the 
amorous Heart of Clima, for him to retain any 
other Conſideration, —— — his Promiſes to Fer- 
and, the long Friendſhip that had been be. 
tween them, ſeem'd light to the Gratification of 
Eis Wiſhes He lov'd, and muſt enjoy: he had 
an Opportunity, and reſolv'd to make uſe of it. — 
He avoided, however, giving her any PRO bed 
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ſuſpect the Sentiments he had for her, till they 
were in a Wood a little Diſtance from the Port 


that Place adding to the Boldneſs which his wild 
Paſſion had inſpir'd, he there began to talk to her 
in a Manner which both ſurpris'd and frighted 
her; but aſſuming as much Courage as ſhe could, 
ſhe anſwer'd him in Terms, which ſhe hop'd might 
ſtrike an Awe into him; but the Deſires he was 
poſſeſt of, were not of a Nature to be eaſily quell'd; 
the Delicacies of Love were what he was utterly a 
Stranger to; and capable of no Reflection but the 
datisfaction of his brutal Wiſhes, inſtead of deſiſt- 
ing his Importunities, proſecuted them with great- 
er Vehemence, every Moment offering at Liber- 
ties which made her tremble : Come, Madam, ſaid 
he, the Attempt and the Accompliſhment of my 
Deſires are of equal Conſequence, — either 
wou'd ruin me with Fernando: I ſhall therefore 
take the ſecureſt Method to oblige you to Secrecy, 
and at the ſame Time make myſelf the happieſt 
of Mankind, — in ſpeaking theſe Words he 


when her Shrieks and Cries drew a Gentleman to 
her Aſſiſtance, who happened to be walking a 
little Diſtance frem them for his Diverfion ; ſhe 
cali'd to him for Protection as ſoon as he came in 


that inhuman Raviſher, Cleomas being enter'd 
into Villainy, wou'd not go back, reſolving that 
nothing . ſhould prevent him from perpetratin 

the Defign he had begun: He had his Sword 


other with greater Fury than Skill, lay open to 
fell that Moment' dead. Alazutha, who had 


never been accuſtom'd to ſuch Alarms, had not 
Preſence enough of Mind to ſuſtain two ſuch, as 


where they were to take Ship; the Solitude of 


forc'd her to diſmount, and was dragging her into 
the thickeſt and moſt lonely Part of the Wood, 


Sight, and begg'd him to defend her Honour from 


immediately drawn, and making a Paſs at the 


the Thruſt he gave, which piercing his Heart, he 


the 
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the offer'd Violation of her Honour, and the dread. 
ful Conſequence. of preſerving it occaſion'd; ſhe 
f.inted away on the Graſs as ſoon ay, ſhe had ſeen 
Cleomas expire, and the Stranger drawing near to 
her Aſſiſtance, and lifting up her Veil, diſeover'd 
to his ou Surpriſe who ſhe was, for he had been 
perfectly acquainted with her Family and ſelf, be. 
fore her Father, to gratiſy a ſecond Wife, had 
ſent her to the Monaſtery, ner was ſhe leſs 
aſtoniſh'd, when coming to herſelf, ſhe found ſhe 
was indebted to Don Carlos for her Relief, It 
was indeed no other than that Gentleman, who 
a. voluntary Exile from Valladolid, had come to 
that Place, with a Deſign to embark with the firſt 
Ship bound for Bruſſels, having a Deſire to ſes 
that Court, and to try if Abſence would have 
the Power to reſtore him to his former Tranquillity, 
— Though he had a great del of Curioſity 
to know. what ſtrange Adventure had, brought 
Alantha, ſo accompany'd, to that Part of the 
Country ſo diſtant, from her Relations, yet his 
Love got the better of it, and the firſt Queſtion he 
aſk'd, was of 'Felifinda; ſhe made no Scruple to 
inform him of the Death of A/vari, his ſtrange 
Will, which while it decreed Fernand to a Moie- 
ty of his Eſtate, debarr'd him of his Daughter, 
of the mutual Affection which was between her 
and that young Gentleman, and of the Stratagem 
he contriv'd to get her from the Monaſtery ; but 
when ſhe came to relate the Diſappointment 
which till detain'd her there, ſhe paus'd and bluſh'd, 
not knowing in what Manner to reveal either the 
Deceit ſhe had been guilty of, or the Occaſion of 
it. Carlos, who was far from imagining the 
true Reaſon of her Silence, felt a painful Impa- 
tience to know the Conſequence, and entreated 
her to proceed: If your good Nature for me (ſaid 
he) makes you unwilling to relate what you be · 
lieve may give me Diſquiet, I beg you to — 


J ſuffer more in this Suſpence, but why do 


ſhe loves Fernando, and have demonſtrated by re- 
ſigning all thoſe glorious Pretenſions her Father's 

oodneſs gave me, that her Felicity is infinite- 
ly dearer to me than my own. Speak 
then, Madam! continu'd he, ſpeak the vaſt En- 
dearments of this happy Pair. — Say their Deſigns 
were anſwer'd with Succeſs, —— they met, 
were. married, — and now in fome bliſsful Privacy 
reap the full Harveſt of their promis'd Joys. The 
Agonies with which he utter'd theſe Words, made 
Alantha bear him Company in Sighs ; ſhe knew 


by Experience too much what Sorts of Pangs 


thoſe are which accompany deſpairing Love, not 
to pity his; and willing to appeaſe the preſent 
Tumult of hi Soul, though by it ſhe diſclos'd the 
Weakneſs of her own: No, Don Carlos, anſwer'd 
ſhe, you have this Conſolation, that they triumph 


not over your too generous Paſſion, a ſudden Ca- 
price of. Fate has render'd their Condition rather to. 
they truſted a, Friend, 
—— that Friend betray'd them, —— they now are 


* 


be pity'd than envy'd, 


Fernando 


parted, *tis probable for ever. 
a 


Charms, which can ſubvert one's very Nature, 
turn Truth itſelf to Falſhood, and force the Heart, 


moſt af Treachery, to practiſe it. at 
leaſt, purſu'd ſhe, holding down her Head, and 
putting her Handkerchief up to her Eyes, the loſt 
Alantha has found it ſo, 


of her Words; but this was ſufficient to make 
Don Carles gueſs who it was had been the Be- 


trayer of their Deſigns ; however, being deſirous 
of knowing the whole Affair, he made uſe-of all 


his Eloquence to perſuade her to a Recital of the 


Particulars, which at length he prevail'd on her 
to do. _—— Never was Amazement equal to what 
he felt at this, Account. he had now no Need 
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I name Suſpence? I am already but too well aflur'd - 


| ſhe cou'd no 
more, Shame and Confuſion topp'd the Utterance 
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of aſking the Affairs of Alantba, the latter P 
of the Hitory of Felifenda's included them: He 
Rood for ſome Moments bury'd in Contemplation 
on the Force of Love, and the ſtrange Tarn of 
Fortune in diſappoikting thoſe Lovers, when each 
thought themſelves on the very Brink of Hap- 
pineſs; — his generous Heart truly pitied 
their Diſtreſs, and as much as the Nature of the 
Paſſion he was inſpir'd with would permit, wiſt'q 
them a Relief. Not all the Pangs he felt from 
his Deſpair, could render bim ſelf. intereſted 
enough to approve of what Alanthe had done, 


and wonder'd that the ſame Paſſion ſhou'd pro- 


duce Effects ſo vaſily different. He, to give 
the Perſon he ador'd, Content, had facrific'd his 
own; but ſhe had made herſelf unhappy, to afflict 
the Man ſhe lov'd. —— He could not forbear ex- 
preſſing his Sentiments on the Occaſion, in Terms, 
which added to the Confuſion ſhe was before 
involv'd in; and as ſhe was of a moſt excellent 
Diſpoſition, ſoft, and tenderly commiſerating the 
Woes of others, till Deſpair and Love rendred- 
her incapable of being Miſtreſs of her Actions, 
- ſhe look d back with the utmoſt Shame and Re- 
morſe on the Perfidy her ungovernable Paſſion had 
inconſiderately hurry'd her to commit; and being 
willing to make what Atonement was in her Pow- 
er, told Don Carhs ſhe was reſolv'd to go to 
where ſhe knew Fernando waited in Reer 
of Clomas and Feliſinda, and confeſs the Fault 
of her diſtraQted ' Paſſion, and join with/ him 
in the finding ſome other Expedient, which might 
be more lucky than the former, to Teſfore him 
to thoſe Hopes her Falſhood had depriv'd him 
of. Carli extremely applauded her Reſoluti- 
on, and to ſtrengthen her in it, made a large 
Encomium on Self denial, and repreſented how) 
_ glorious it was to give Happineſs: to others, in ſo 
moving and elegant a Manner, that ſhe 3 
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him ſhe wou'd endeayour to deſerve that Charac- 
ter, tho it ſhou'd coſt her Life in the Attempt. — 
He alſo acquainted her with his Deſign of going 
to Bruſſels, and aſſur'd her that he wou'd take care 
of her till ſhe was dafely arriv'd at Don Fernan- 
Fix'p in this Determination, ſhe remain'd in a 
Lodging, which the obliging Carlos had hir'd for 
her, till the Winds, which were then perfectly 
averſe, ſhou'd favour their Embarking. Aſter a a 
long and tedious Expectation, an Opportunity at 
length offer d, — they had a proſperous Voyage, 
and in due Time arriv'd at Brzfel;.” Enquiring - 
for Fernando, they ſoon heard of him, but heard 
that he had that very Day left the Place, it was 
ſuppos'd- to return to Spain, of which Country he 
had declar'd himſelf a Native: Alantba, who tho“ 
ſhe ftill lov'd him to an infinite Degree, was per- 
fectly ſincere in her Repentance, and was vex'd to 
the. Soul at; miſſing the Opportunity of proving 
it=—-—She complain'd, of the Misfortune in Terms 
ſo lively. and piercing, that Carlos was prodigi- 
ouſly aifeted with a Generofity, which indeed 
his Example and Advice had the greateſt Share in 
inſpiring, and offer'd to accompany her back to 
LF alladeles, tho” it was a Place, which to return to, 
he knew wou'd rouze afreſh the Idea of his De- 
ſpair; yet, full of uncommon Sublimity of Pa ſſion, 
he re ſolv'd to proſecute what he had begun, and 
fix the Happineſs of Feliſinda, whatever became 
of himſelf. ——— Aantba rejoic'd at his Inten- 
tion, and ſo eager were they in purſuing it, that 
the Fatigue of their late Journey and Voyage had 
ſcarce wore itſelf of, the Weather favouring 
their Intentions, before they. enter'd on a ſeco 
==—— but Alantha unaccuſtom'd to the Toils 
of Trayel, fell ſo ill at her Landing, that it was 
impoſſible for her to remove any farther, and 
Carla, who had return'd as well to make her 
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Peace with the Lady Abbeſs, as to endeavour to 
be ſerviceable to Feli/inda, wou'd not go to Val. 
ladelid without her; the Diſorders of her Mind, 
occaſion'd by the terrible Violence ſhe did her 


Paſſion, to render Juſtice to her Honour, added 
to her Malady, and ſhe continued too weak to 


_ undertake a Journey for ſome Months in that Con- 


dition: Therefore let us leave her for a while, to 
ſee what was become of Fernando. | 
Tarar faithful Lover, after having waited 
for ſome Time the Arrival of Cleomas and his 
dear Feliſinda, grew at laſt ſo impatient at 
hearing no News of them, that he reſolv'd to re- 
tarn to Valladilid, there to learn the Certainty of 
his Fate; a thouſand different Conjectures had 


taken their Turns, to torture him with varied, 


but inceffant Fears; ſometimes he imagin'd ſome 
Accident had happen'd on the Road——at others, 
his wild Fancy preſented Feliſinda dead 
now he ſuſpected Cleomas, then doubted her: 
he knew not what to think, nor which of theſe 


Evils would be left dreadful to be borne —— but 


as there is nothing more impoſſible, by a Mind 
not ſtupid and inſenſible of either Hopes or Fears, 
to be ſupported with Patience, than Suſpence, eſpe- 
cially where Love and the Intereſt of the belov'd 
Object is in queſtion, he cou'd not wait the ſlow 
Reſult of all-diſcovering Time, for the Certaity 
of his Happineſs or Miſery. He muſt imme- 
diately be aſſured ; and to that End lef 


without any Conſideration what might be the 


Conſequence of being ſeen at Valladolid, if it 


were true that Feliſnda had left the Monaſte- 


ry— Nothing happening worthy of Remark till he 


came there, I ſhall paſs over the Particulars of his 


Journey, and only ſay, that he was accompany'd 
with Cogitations, which every Moment grew more 


and more perplexing, and made him little capable of 


fecling thoſe Fatigues which muſt of Conſequence 
; | 2 attend 
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attend all who travel in that Manner his Impatience 
made him; for no Shipping being ready to go 
out, he embark'd in a kind of Wherry, which are 
only made uſe of to croſs ſome little Arm of the 
Sea, but are wholly improper to be truſted into 
the main Ocean; and it was not without the Aſſu- 
rance of very great Rewards, that he prevailed on 
the Men who guided it, to venture on ſo dangerous 
an Expedition. It was indeed very near being a 
fatal one to them all, for they had ſcarce Joſt Sight 
of Land, when a Storm aroſe, and toſt the little 
Boat up and down with ſo much Violence, that at 
every Blaſt it ſeemed to be o erwhelm' d 
But the good Angel of Fernando was here, as in 
every other 4 of Life, moſt watehſul o'er 


his Charge, and once more brought them ſafe 


to Shore. Our Hero himſelf was convinc'd of 
the Danger he had been in, and willing to ſhun 
Death, chiefly becauſe it would deprive him of Je- 
 kifinda, was very well ſatisfied to find himſelf again 
on Land, tho” the Place they were driven to was 
little different from a Deſert; no Houſe was to 


be ſeen in it, and he was obliged to take Shelter 


with his little Company in a Cottage, which be- 
long' d to a Fiſherman, from the Fury of the yet 
continuing Tempeſt. Enquiring where 
he was, he found he was above Twenty Leagues 
diſtant from any Town; there was no ſuch thing 
as a Horſe to be had; and as ſoon as the Weather 
clear'd up a little, he was obliged to go on Foot, 
till he reach'd Mala, a little Village, where with 
much ado he accommodated himſelf, and ina few 
Days had the welcome Sight of Fa/ladel;a. 
Nothing elſe having happened worthy of Remark 
till he came there, I ſhall paſs over the Particu- 
lars, and only fay that he was accompany'd with 


Cogitations, which every Moment grew more and 

more perplexing, and made him little capable of 
feeling thoſe Fatigues, which - muſt of Neceſſity 
| | * 
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attend all who travel in than Manner, which his 
Impatience had oblig'd him to do. So infinitely 
ſuperior are the Diſorders of the Mind to any the 
Body can ſuſtain! EE 
THe firſt Thing he did after his Arrival at 
Valladolid, was to enquire for Cleomas ; and be- 
ing told he had been a conſiderable time miſſing, 
and that where he had retir'd himſelf was utterly 
unknown, he fell into the moſt terrible Agonies 
imaginable; now, not doubting but that he had 
lay'd him falſe, and convey'd Felifinda far from 
bis Hope ever to ſee her more. He went 
directly to the Monaſtery, believing he ſhould hear 
in what Manner ſhe had been convey'd away by 
Berinthia, and from Alantha he expected ſome- 
thing farther of his Misfortune; but beſore he 
had reach'd the outer Pate, he found himſelf 
ſeiz d by Officers, who taking his Sword from 
him, told him he was their Priſoner, and muſt go 
with them The Surpriſe he was in, pre- 
vented him not from aſking the Cauſe of ſuch 
Treatment, being neither indebted, nor guilty 
of any Crime, which ſubmitted him to the Law. 
No, no, cry'd one of them, with the Inſolence 
of thoſe Villains in Authority, you think it no 
Crime, I ſuppoſe, to ſteal a Maid of Quality 
from the Nunnery — . but believe, before 
you get out of our Hands you will be better in- 
form d — Aye, aye, added another of them, 
Signor, you are like to pay dear for your Pleaſures. 
— What, were there not enow kind willing 
Creatures but you muſt raviſh ? Raviſh from a 
Nunnery too | —— They were running on with a 
great deal more ſuch like inſulting Expreſſions, 
which would have been little ſupportable by a Man 
of Fernando's Spirit, at another time; and un- 
arm'd as he was, oblig'd him to ſome deſperate 
Means of compelling them to more Civility: But 
he firſt part of what they ſaid, had taken from _ 


the Power of liſtening to the other; and not doubt- 
ing but that it was on Felifinda's Account he was 
apprehended, and that ſhe was really gone, 
was now confirm'd in what before he trembled 
but to gueſs. ——— ]s it then true! cry'd he, in 
an Agony of Soul which is not to be expreſt, am 
I indeed ſo curſt, fo loſt a Wretch ? Fatal 
Effect of my pre ſumptuous Paſſion ! — take me, 
continu'd he raving, do with me what you will. — 
Shut me from Light, from Food, from Sight of 
Man; Ioad me with Irons, torture me with Racks, 
*tis all too little for the curſt Author of that dear, 
that heavenly Maid's Undoing —— Theſe Words, 
which his Deſpair made him utter, as being now 
perfectly aſſured that Cleomas had injured him 
with Feliſinda, or that ſome Accident either by 
Sea or Land had happen'd to deſtroy them both, 
ſerv'd to make him appear more guilty, and were 
afterwards alledg d as Proofs againſt him. | 
Hg had been ſome Days in Pri ſon, before he 
knew for what Cauſe he was put there. The 
Grief and Confuſion of his Mind not permitting- 
him to ask any Queſtions, or ſend to any of his 
Friends, he concluded that Fe/ifnda owed her 
Death or the Ruin of her Honour to his unhappy 
Paſſion, and was ſo deſperate, that he lamented his- 
| Confinement only as it kept him from the Means 
of ſearching for her, where c'er he could imagine 
there was a Proſpect of hearing what was become 
of her, which he was now far from hoping he- 
could do in Valladolid. He was full of Reflexions 
too terrible for Deſcription, and little inferior to- 
thoſe which we conceive the Damn'd endure, and 
make the ſevereſt Woes of Hell, when the Goaler 
deliver'd him a Letter, which knowing by the Cha- 
rafter on the Superſcription that it came from 
Donna Berintbia, he haſtily open'd, and found it 
contain'd theſe Lines. | : 


M 3 To. 


. ͤ NR 


270 The FR of NATURE: Or, 


* 


E e LED 
Tt - Don Fernando. 


T HE Jnereft I tale in your Affairs, makes me 
1 % lei concerned at your Indiſcretion, in put- 
ing yourſelf in the Power of your Enemies, than 1 
awas angry at the Crime which has juſtly created you 
fo many. Had your Paſſion for Alantha been ſuch 
as a Maid of her Duality and Accompliſhments me- 
rited from you, why wa, not the Conſent aſk'd of thoſe 
avho had the Power of diſpoſing ber? or why was not 
4 conſulted, who for many Reaſons would have re- 
joiced to have been ſerwiceable in that A fair? 
But I will not reproach you > pod evhat you have done, 
but according to the fincere Fr iendſbip I ever have had 
for you, adviſe jon in what you are to db. 

Though 1 hope you need not any Arguments to prevail 
on you, to repair the Injury you have done that Lady's 
Honour, by publickly marrying her, it is I know what 
will be exacted from you, and it will have nuch the 
better Face if you ds it uncombell d. Feliſinda 
Joins with me in this Requeſt ; for tho" ſhe cannot very 
rediil, forgive a Rival, who under the Pretence of 
Friendhip, robb'd her of a Heart fhe thought herſelf ſe- 
cure of, has yet tco great a Tenderneſs for you to endure 
you ſhould ſuffer yourſelf to fall into the Inconveniencies, 
and, perhaps, Dangers wwhich you muft elſe expe@. 
The ' Father and Relations of Alantha, are pre- 
paring to bring you to a Trial; I am afraid it will 
wot be in the Po er of all the F iend: you can raiſe 
fo enable you to fland again fo juſt a Complaint as 
that alleds'd againſt you ; neither will it be for the 
Reputation of any to attempt your Vindication. o——— 
Even myſelf, prejudic'd as I am by Friendhip, muſt 
plead againſt you in the Right of her who was com- 


mitted 
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mitted to my Care See therefore that you produce 
zer Produce her as your lawful Wife, aud by 
"that Claim, I hope you will be allw'd to compenſate 

both with that Saint whoſe Shrine you have depriv'd 
of an intended Devotee, and the Family whom your 
«ngovern'd Paſſion has diſhonoured As for the 
AFont to me, I readily forgive it, and as far as it 
becomes my Sex and Place, all endeavour to ſoften 
the Severity of your Accuſation. | 


BERINTHIA. 


IT is here I muſt entreat my Reader to imagine 
himſelf Fernando; it will be otherwiſe impoſſible 
for him to comprehend either the Surpriſe or Joy, 
which at ending this Epiſtle ſeized on his 
| Soul ——— to find that Feliſinda was ſafe, was 
well, and in the Monaſtery, afforded him a Satiſ- 
faction adequate to the Tortures he had been af- 
flicted with, while he believed it otherwiſe. 
Bat to find himſelf accus'd of a Crime of which 
he was entirely innocent, and to be told that ſhe, 
for whoſe Sake he had ſuffer'd ſo much, imagined. 
him falſe, ungrateful, and perfidious, raiſed a Tu- 
mult in bis Thoughts, which nothing could equa- 
lize, but the Wonder what it was which had oc- 
caſioned Suggeſtions ſo vaſtly different from the 
Trath. —— To hear that Alantha was gone, 
and Feliſinda remain'd behind, were Inconſiſt- 
encies ſuch as he could not reconcile, nor find any 
way to account for. — His Mind, how- 
ever, being much more at Eaſe than it had been, 
he endeavour'd, in the firſt Place, to clear his ſuſ- 
pected Faith to Feliſinda, and his Honour to 
Berinthia, and accordingly writ to them both, 
which containing Repetitions of what the Reader 
is already acquainted with, will be but needleſs to- 
inſert=——— but not all the Affection which theſe 
Ladies had for him, could make either of em be- 
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Heve the Aſſeveration he made that he was entirely 
ignorant of Alantha's Flight, and Berinthia ſeem'd 
extremely angry that the timely Caution the 
had given him, had been ſo little regarded: She 
writ to him again, aſſuring him that thoſe little 
Evaſions which he made uſe of to excuſe him- 
ſelf to her, would be of no weight before a Judge; 
and that it was rather an Aggravation of his Guilt, 
than the contrary, to deny it that Al/antha's 
Eſcape was plainly prov'd to be by his Inſtigati- 
ons, he _aying left a Perſon to aſſiſt her in it, and 
convey her to him, and that the Diſcovery of this 
happen'd through the Diſtraction of Feliſinda, 
when ſhe found ſhe had been abus'd with a ficti- 
tious Story, by a Letter which Cleomas had 
written to Alantha, and happen'd to be ſound af. 
ter her Departure in her Cell. By this Fernand. 
had ſomething more light into the Affair of his 
 Accuſation than beſore.— He now perceived 
that Alantba had been taken away by Cleomas ; 
but whether through Miſtake or Deſign he 
could not gueſs, any more than he could to what 
Place they were gone, or whereſore, if Cleama. 
were really enamour'd of that Lady, he did not 
alſo convey the other, as he had promis'd him with 
a thouſand Oaths he would. =— To all this he 
was yet in the Dark, and it appear'd ſo intricate 
a Buſineſs, that the more Conjectures he form'd, 
the more impoſſible he thought it for any of them 
to be the right: He gave himſelf not much trouble 
about preparing a Defence againſt the Accuſations 
to be brought againſt him; for conſcious of his 
Innocence in all they ſhould alledge, he doubted 
not but to make it appear ſo.— He writ, indeed, 
ſeveral other Letters to Donna Berinthia, and 
his dear Fe/iinda ; but they believ'd them- 
ſelves ſo muck affronted and injur'd by his Deceit, 
that they forbore ſending to. him for many Days, 
which was a ſenſible Affliction to him; but * 
2 eee 
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foled himſelf with the Belief, that in a little Time 
he ſhou'd be clear'd in their Opinion. One Even- 
ing as he was fitting full of various Perturbations, 

a Letter was brought to him from Berinthia, 
which gave him a great deal of Satisfaction to- 
receive, not only becauſe he hop'd to hear ſome- 
thing of Feliſinda, but alſd that he felt a Tender- 
neſs for that Lady, which made him pleas'd to 
find himſelf not forgotten by her. The Manner 
in which ſhe writ to him was this. 


To Don FERNANDO. 


Hough the little Sincerity with which you treat” 
your Friends, ought to forfeit you their Efteem, © 
am flill ſo much yours, as to conjure you not 10 
trifle away your Time: Believe me, you will find all 
that is allowed you till your Trial, too little to make 
an Intereſt, ſuch as your Cauſe requires. ————You 
might indeed put an immediate End to the Difficulties 
you: are in, by producing Alantha, and acknowledging 
her your Wife : But your obſtinate perfiſting in 
counterfeiting an Ignorance of her & Fairs, 5 © me 
fear you. deſign nothing that is juſt or hozourable by: 
that unhappy Lady ; and the Grief it gives me, to 
perceive you have jo little profited by thoſe Advantages 
of Education, which you received from the Goognejs 
of Alvario, or the Admonitions I have taken ſo 
much Pains to give you, is infinitely beyond what you 
can have any Motion of J beg of you, however, 
If neither Conſcience nor Gratitude can move you, that. 
you will have ſome Regard io your own Safety, and not, 
thro) yourſelf, wound more ſeverely than you have yet 
The Afflicted 
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*T'18 hard to ſay, whether the Tenderneſs of this 
Letter fill'd him with more Softneſs, than the Re. 
proaches it contain'd, did with Perplexity. 
He anſwered it as he had done the former ones, and 
long'd with an undeſcribable Impatience for the 
Hour in which his Innocence ſhould be known, 
and he reſtor'd to the Favour he was accuſtomed 
to find from her. 5 

Ar length the long- expected Day arrived. He 
was ſummon'd before Perſons appointed for his 
Judges ; his Trial came on, but not as he ex- 
peted ———-He was charged not only with ſteal- 
ing Alantha from the Mon:ftery, but alſo with 
her Death ! and nothing but his producing her, 
was ſufficient to remove this Accuſation, ———. 
It was in vain for him-to atteſt his Innocence — 
in v:in that he proteſted he never had any Acqua in- 
tance with that Lady, but as ſhe befriended him in 
delivering his Letters to Fellfinda; his Oath 


. 


would not be taken in his own Defence; —— — 
He had ro body to appear for him, and his Accu- 
ſers were numerous ——— all the Kindred of 
Alantha, with ell the Intereſt they could raiſe —— 
and to thoſe he had a great miny other as impla- 
cable Enemies added. Several there were 
who bore him a ſecret Grudge for his being be- 
loved by Feliſinda, and not a few who, nearly 
related to 4/vario, hated him on the Account of 
that Moiety of the Eſtate leſt him by Will, which 
they imagin'd an Injury to them, and believed 
he had by Artifices wound himſelf into that Gentle- 
man's Favour, and thereby defrauded them of 
their Right.——In fine, every thing was againſt 


him, Appearances and the Inclination of the Judges 


Join'd to make him Guilty, and he was ſentenced 
to Death.. Donna Berinthia, who had 


fat all the Time of his Trial in a Chair, near. the 
Bar, and with the greateſt Anxiety of Mind ima- 


ginable, had liften'd to all that paſs'd, no ſooner 
: heard 


Mrs. Eliza Haywood, 
ON HER 


WRITINGS. 


F but thro” finer Organs, Souls ſhine forth, 
And pol; Matter marks the mental Worth ;. 
Sure Spirit free, by no dull Maſs controuPd, 
 Exerts full Vigour in fair Female Mald. 


Let Tyrant Man, with Salic Laws ſubmit, 
Nor boaſt the vain Prerogative of Nit: TRI. 
See ! from Eliza in a Flood of Day, 

With waſt Effulgence ſtreams the powrful Ray 
But Nature, in an Elegance of Care, 
As once creates our Wonder and our Fear; 

So delicate's the Texture of our Brain, 
We wif it leſi refin'd, and nearer Man; 


wk L La] Far 


To Mrs. HAYWOOD, 

For aweaR's the Chck with over-curious Springs,” 
And frail the Voice that too divinely ſing5=———_ 
See! Handmaid Nature . her godlike Fires, 

Each Grace adorns what ev'ry Muſe inſpires ; 

| The charming Page pale Enwy's Gloom beguiles,' 

| She bow'rs, fhe reads, forgets herſelf and ſmiles * 
Proportion d to the Image, Language ſwell, 

Both leave the Mind ſu — which excel... 


— q 1 — 
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Great Arbirreſs of Paſſion! (wondrous Art ! ) 
As the deſpotick Will the Limbs, thou mov ft the Heart; 
Per ſuafion waits on all your bright Deſigns, | 
Lind where you point the varying Soul inclines : 

| See! Lowe and Friendhip, the fair Theme inſpires 3 
Me glow with Zeal, we melt in ſoft Deſires! 
Thro' the dire Labyrinth of Illi we ſhare 
The kindred Sorrows of the gen'rous Pair; 
Till, pleas d, rewarded Virtue we bebold, 
Shine from the Furnace pure as tortur'd Gold: 
You fit like Heaw'n's bright Minifter on high, 
Command the throbbing Breaſt, and wat'ry Eye, 
Aa, as our captive Spirits ebb. and flow, 
Smile at the Tempeſts you have rais'd below : 
The Face of Guilt a Fluſb of Virtue wears, 
Aud ſadden burſt the involuntary Tears: 5 
Honours fevorn Foe, the Libertine aui Shame, 
Doeſcendi to curſe the fordid lawleſi Flame ; 

The tender Maid here learns Man's warious Wiles, © 
Naß Youth hence dread the Wanton's wvenal Smiles ow 
Sure 'twas by brutal Force of envicus Man, 
Firfl Learning's baſe Monopoly began; 
He knew your Genius, and refus'd his Books, 
Nor er Wit * than your Looks. 


On her WRI TIN cs. 
Read, proud Uſurper, read with conſcious Shame, 
Pathetic Behn or Manley's greater Name ; 
Forget their Sex, and own when Haywood aurit, 
She clos d the fair Triumvirate of Wit. 
Born to delight as to reform the Age, 
| She paints Example thro the ſhining Page; 
Satiric Precept warms the moral Tale, 
And Caufticks burn where milder Balſams fail; 
A Taſk reſerv'd for her, to whom tis given, 
To fland the Proxy of vindictiue Heawn! 
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heard the fatal Doom, than unable to contain her- 
ſelf, ſhe cry'd out with a great Shriek ; — Oh, 
my Son! —— My Son ! —— My dear unhappy 
Son! and fell that Moment motionleſs at the 
Judges Feet. — So ſtrange an Accident and 
Diſcovery gave a prodigious Alarm to all that 
were in Preſence; and as ſhe was a Lady whoſe 
exemplary Piety, Goodneſs and Wiſdom, as well 
as the Function ſhe bore, render'd her univerſally 
beloved and reſpected, every body was at Strife 
who ſhou'd be moſt aſſiduous in offering her Re- 
lief. — Their Endeavours brought her in a 
ſhort Time to herſelf, but the firſt Thing ſhe did 
when ſhe open'd her Eyes, was to throw 'em 
wildly round the Place in Search of Fernando, who 
from the Time of her Exclamation, had ſtood like 
one bereft of Senſe, ſo great wis his Amazement 
gat what he ſaw and heard. As ſoon as ſhe per- 
ceiv'd him, Oh let me fly to him, ſaid ſhe, let me 
take a laſt Embrace, = let me in Tears and 
Bleſſings now pour out all the Mother on him. 
A Mother never till now confeſs'd, and now too 
late. — A Flood of Grief here intercepted 
the Paſſage of her Words, ſhe cou'd no more, and 
as he had recollected himſelf enough to : know 
what was his Duty, and had thrown himſelf on 
his Knees, ſhe fainted away a ſecond Time, nor 
cou'd all their Endeavours for a good while reco- 
ver her; but when they had, reſiſting the 
Violence of her Affliction as much as poſſible, and 
turning to the Judges, Pardon, my Lords, ſaid ſhe, 
my Woman's Weakneſs, —— I ſooner, or not at 
all, ſhou'd have reveaPd this Secret; and if a Mo- 
ther's Love cou'd not permit her only Son to go 
to Death unknowing of her Grief, it ought not 
have been this 8 Aſſembly my Complaints 
ſnou'd have diſturb'd. —— But ſince the long hag 
Truth, in Spite of me, has forc'd itſelf thro' all 
the Bars Reſerve and Prudence laid, permit me, 

| as 
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as you know the Conſequence, to acquaint you 
with the Beginnings of a Secret, yet only known 
to Heaven. Her Behaviour, and the Diſcovery 
ſhe had made, had oecaſion'd fo general a Con- 
Kernation, that there was ſcarcely one in Preſence, 
who would not have given almoſt any Thing to 
have had the Myftery unfolded ; and thoſe whoſe 
Privilege it was to ſpeak, telling her, that next 
to the having it in their Power to remove the Cauſe 
of her Affliction, nothing cou'd afford them ſo much 
Satisfaction as the hearing an Adventure which 
could not but be very remarkable, and which hap- 
pened to a Lady for whom all the World had fo 
high a Regard the diſconſolate Berinthia 
was not in a Condition to return the obliging 
Things they ſaid to her any otherwiſe than with a 
Bow ; but after having paus'd a little, as though to 
call to Mind the Particulars ſhe was Feine to relate, 
began the Account ſhe had promiſed to give them 
in theſe Words. 5 


BBC 


The Story of BERINVTRHIA. 


the only Daughter of the Marquiſs D' Avila; 

believe there are none here ignorant of my Birth, 

or the great Poſſeſſions I was left Miſtreſs of by 

I the Death of that Grazee. — Therefore 
ſhall paſs over thoſe Days of Tranquillity, and be- 

gin at the Riſe oi my Misfortunes. My Father 
me time before he dy'd, had commenc'd a more 
than ordinary Friendſhip for Don Franciſco, in- 
ſomuch that by his Will he was made ſole Guar- 

_ dian of me and my Fortune. ———— Tt. was not 
more than a Week after the Funeral Obſequies 
ere over, before. I found I ſhould have Reaſon to 
2 lament: 


I. would be needlefs to inform you, that I was 
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lament his Choice. Franciſco had a Son, whom | 
his Avarice and Ambition aim'd to make the | 
Maſter of the Marquiſs's Eftate. He propos'd | 
'the Matter to me in a Manner which let me ſee | 


conceal his Diſcontent at my Refufal, and endea- 
vour'd to foften my Reſentment, by telling me 
nothing could have prevail'd on him to have been 
guilty of ſo much Preſumption, but to ſave the 
ife of a darling Son, who was poſſeſs'd of too 
violent a Paſſion for me, to ſuffer him to Jive, if 
IT refus'd to encourage it. The Flatteries he made 
uſe of, were as odious as the Aſſurance with 
which he at firſt declared his Intentions ; - but- to 
put an End to both, I told him, I thought it 
was yet too early for me to think of Love; but 
that in a proper Time I wou'd conſider on whiat 
he had ſaid : I was indeed by this Time a little 
vex'd that I had ſeem'd to reſent ſo far the Indig- 
nity with which I thought myſelf treated, and 
thinking it my ſafeſt Way to get the Power my 
Father Fad entruſted him with, out of his Hands, 


6 he expected I wou'd conſent. I knew not whether 
I 'Diſdain or Anger had. the greateſt Share in my 
1 Thoughts, while I was oblig'd to liſten to what 
4 he ſaid; but when I found he had done ſpeaking, 
A I anſwer'd him in Terms, which ſufficiently ex- 
N preſs'd how much of both I conceiv'd for his 
4 Deſigns. —— He had the Artifice, however, to 


before I let him know my real Sentiments, diſ- 
miſs'd him with a greater Shew of Civility than 
he deſerv'd, or than I cou'd, without doing a Vio- | 
lence to myſelf, aſſume. But a ſtrange Turn of | 
Fortune immediately happening, the Complaiſance- | 
I had before diſſembled, I was oblig'd to make | 
uſe of in Reality. Don Paranello, the Suc- 2 
ceſſor of my Father in his Title, enter'd a Claim 1 
in the High Court of Judicature for the Effats; 
alſo Franciſco had been bred to the Law, was 
one of the moſt Cunning that ever praQtis'd it, 
bd de | | and, 
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and, beſides, was the beſt acquainted with the 
Truth of our Affairs of any body: It was on him 
therefore I cou'd alone rely; it was him in 
whom I was forc'd to confide, and to depend. 
The Suit was long, and made fo great a Noiſe, 
that doubtleſs it has reach'd your Ears; the Succeſs 
indeed was mine, but I was frequently in all Ap- 
pearances, ſo near lofing it, and ſo much diſtreſt 
y that Means, (which, as F have ſince heard, was 
purpoſely contriv'd by Franciſco, to work me 
to his Deſigns) that in the midſt of my Trouble he 
extorted from me a Promiſe in Writing, to mar- 
ry his Son, in Caſe he ſhou'd ſecure my Patrimony. 
But, alas! before the Cauſe being determin'd in 
my Favour, cou'd encourage him to demand the 
Performance of the Contract, Fate threw a Bar 
to diſappoint his Hopes, greater than that my for- 
mer Averſion had oppos d. AFvario be- 
ing lately return'd from his Travels, was brought 
by his Father (there having been a long Intimacy 
between our Families) to viſit me : Whatever En- 
deavours I had been making to enable me to kee 
my Word with Franciſco, were now render'd 
no Effect; I lov'd Alvario from the firſt Moment 
J beheld him, and have had many Reaſons ſince 
to believe I made the ſame Impreſſion on. him. 
Both felt a Paſſion too violent for Con- 
ſtraint, we lov'd, and we confeſs'd it to each other, 
but conceal'd it from the reſt of the World. 
He thought it not proper to acquaint his Father 
with his Sentiments of me, till he ſaw how: my 
Affairs would go, fearing that, though he had a 
eat Eſteem for me, he wou'd not be ſatisfied his 
Son ſhow'd marry a Woman, who, *twas probable, 
might have no other Fortune than her intrinſick 
Worth. ——— It was for this Reaſon our Amour 
was kept a Secret till after the Decree, and when 
it was paſt, my Engagements to Franci/co deterr'd 
me from revealing it. I very well knew the Ad- 
mie 
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vantages he wou'd have over me, if I attempted 
to break thro' a Contract, ſo ſolemn and ſo ſecure 
as that he had exacted from me. It was with the moſt 
ardent and tender Sollicitations that Afvario was 
continually importuning me, either to run the 
Riſque of all that Villain cou'd alledge againſt me, 
or to permit him to ſet me free, by driving from 
the World that Extorter of my Faith : But to nei- 
ther of theſe cou'd I ever be brought to conſent ; 
J lov'd him with a Regard too fincere and diſinte- 
reſted to ſuffer him to be Partaker of my Misfor- 
tunes; and contenting myſelf for the preſent with 
the Happineſs of daily ſeeing the Man who was ſo 
dear to me, left the compleating my future Felicity 
to Fate, ſtill hoping that ſome lucky Revolution 
wou'd happen to make me Miſtreſs of myſ-If. _.— 
But in this Time of mutual Tenderneſs, I looking 
on him as my Huſband, being the only Man I 
reſolv*'d ſhould ever be ſo, there paſs'd between us 
what nothing but the extreme Extravagance of my 
Grief cou'd have oblig'd me to reveal. But 
there, continued ſhe, pointing to Fernando, there 
ſtands the unhappy Product of his Mother's too 
great Affection and unreſiſting Tenderneſs ! 
SHAME here, at what ſhe had confeſs'd, was 
near depriving her of her Speech; ſhe ſtopp'd for 
ſome Moments, unable to proceed ; but perceiving 
the whole Aſſembly had their Eyes fix d on Fernan- 
do, and as ſhe thought with a greater Shew of Soft- 
neſs and Concern than they had done before, it 
encourag'd her to reſume her Story, which ſhe did 
in theſe Words. | . 


Taz Care which Alvario took, b aid ſhe, in | 


concealing my Misfortune from the World, and 
at the ſame Time, under a borrow'd Name, expreſ- 
ſing the moſt tender Indulgence to the Child,” was 
ſome Alleviation of my Sorrows; nor did I doubt 
but he would gladly repair my Honour, by pub- 
lickly marrying me as ſoon as I had got rid of 

a my 
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my Engagement with Franciſco; but that, alas ! 
was an Impoſſibility, and all the Offers I made 
him to releaſe me, were in vain ; at laſt, tir d with 
a fruitleſs Hope, and unwilling to be the Hindrance 
of Alvario's Fortune, he being at that Time be- 
lov'd by a Lady of Quality and Beauty, I retir'd 
myſelf from the World, and gave my free Con- 
ſent that he ſhould marry, which 'he ſoon after 
did, the lovely and virtuous Mariana, by whom 
he had Felifixda. Thus you ſee my Reaſons for 
entering into a Life, which I now find ſo much 
Pleaſure in, that methinks I wonder all my Sex 
are not Monaſticks, or how they can be fo far 
infatuated, as to prefer the bitter Sweets and Trou- 
bles of a noiſy World, to that happy Tranquillity 
a Cloyſter affords. « And thus, in the Con- 
feſſion of my Foible, are two Things unravell'd, 
which I am ſatisfy'd have hitherto ſeem'd Rid- 
dles ; the one, why Alvario, neglecting thoſe who 


ſeem'd the neareſt in Blood, left ſo much of his 


Eſtate to one believ'd a Stranger to his Name; 
and the other, why both that Gentleman and 
yſelf ſo ſtrenuouſly oppoſed the Marriage of 
ernand and Fellfnda. If this Diſcovery may 
have the Effect it ought, to m:ke thoſe Rela- 
tions of Auario, who thought themſelves wrong'd 


in his Teſtament, leſs diſcontent:d than they 


' have been, and to prevail on Fernando to con- 
vert the Paſſion he long has had for Feliſinda, 
into that Sort of Love, which a Brother may 
be allow'd to have for a Siſter, I ſhall not. 
repent that I have made it : And above all, if 
that unhappy Youth, now knowing it altogether 
impoſſible to gratify his Defires by marrying with 
Falifinda, will diſcover where Alantha is, and make 
himſelf her Huſband, I ſhall return contented to 
F. Cell, and have no more to do with Care or 
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HE RE the afflicted Lady finiſh'd her little Nar- 


rative; and the Compliments ſhe received on her 
generous Manner of Proceeding, were ſuitable to 
the general Eſteem her Behaviour had acquired; 
but ſhe was little in a Condition of anſwerin 
them; her Concern for her Son o'erwhelmed a 


other Regards; and as ſoon as ſhe had done ſpeak- 


ing, ſhe turn'd to him, and by her Looks and 
Geſtures ſufficiently demonſtrated how. dear he 
was to her, and the Anguiſh of her Mind for what 
ſhe expected him to ſuffer. The Judges highly 
commiſerating her Condition, after a tew Words 
of Conſultation among themſelves, told her, that 
in reſpect to the Agonies they ſaw in her, they 
would delay the Execution of the Sentence on 
Fernando, that he ſhould have a whole Month 
to conſider what todo ; but if in that Time 4- 
 lantha were not found, he muſt not depend on 
Hope of future Mcrey. They could not hinder 


the tranſported Mother from falling on her Knees, 


to thank em for this unlook' d- ſor Reprieve; but 
Fernando ſeem'd little mov'd at it; and the 
Court was juſt going to break up, when a confus'd 
Noiſe was heard at the Door, and preſently after 
they ſaw Al/antha led by Carli enter, and come 
up to the Place where they were fitting, with a 


Haſte which demonſtrated their Impatience to 


be heard; which as ſoon as they were near 


enough, See here, moſt righteous Judges 1 cry'd 


Carlos, the Cauſe of the Debate before you. 
Fernando is innocent, Alantha only to blame, 
and comes repentant to confeſs her Fault, and 
clear the injured Priſoner. At theſe Words all 
the Aſſembly, as much now prejudic'd in Fa- 
vour of Fernands as before they were the contrary, 
gave a great Shout; but the Judges commanding 


Silence ſhou'd be kept, reſum'd their Seats, till that 
Gentleman recited all the Particulars of Alan- _ 


tha's Flight, as he had receiv'd it from her own 
3 Mouth, 
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282 The Foxct of NATURE: Or, 
Mouth, and what had happen'd to her fince his 
meeting her with Cieamas in the Deſert, the Fa- 
tigue that both of em had endur'd in the Search 
of Fernando, adding that it was only an Indiſpo- 
fition of Alantha's which had prevented their re- 
torn to Valladolid much ſooner, and conſequently 
ſav'd them the Trouble of this Trial, and Fer- 
nando the Perplexity he had been in, for an Ac- 
cuſation which was altogether groundleſs. A. 
lantha ſpoke not, nor was it neceſſary ſhe ſhould, 
her Preſence and her Bluſhes ſufficiently con- 
feſs'd the Truth of what he ſaid. —<—— — What 
were now the Raptures of the overjoy'd Berin- 
thia ! She ran to the generous Carlos, embraced 
him with an Ea s like that with which 
tranſported Lovers meet; then turning to Alan- 
tha, I cannot chide you now, faid ſhe, though 
your Offence has coſt me many Tears, your Pre- 
ſence now o'er pays em all———but let us haſte, 
'd the, to make the mournful Feliſinda Par- 
alters of our Joy ; ſhe now may unoppoſed con- 
verſe with Fernando : In ſpeaking this ſhe took 
Carls by the Hand, in order to lead him to the 
- Monaſtery : But that deſpairing Lover had receiv- 
ed too great a Shock by her laſt Words, to be 
willing to accompany her: He thought he had 
done all that his Honour requir'd ; and could not 
impoſe fo ſevere a Taſk on himſelf, as to be Witneſs 
of a Happineſs which he imagined ſo prejudicial 
to himſelf, and modeſtly begging leave to with- 
draw, put Berinthia in mind of what ſhe had been 
told, concerning his noble Paſſion for Fe/;/inaa, 
and made her eafily gueſs he had miftook her 
Meaning; but reſolving to compleat the Felicity 
of them all, if poſſible, told him he had nothing 
now to fear from the Rivalfhip of Fernando, and 
that ſhe doubted not but the Viſit ſhe engaged 
him in, would be to his Satisfaction. 'Tho' he was 
far from comprehending what ſhe meant, yet he 
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conſented to go with her; Fernando and Alantha fol- 
low'd, and when they came to the Monaftery 


where Feliſinda waited with Impatience Berinthia's 
Return and the Court's Reſult, the whole Aﬀair 


was recounted before her. To endeavour to de-- 


ſcribe the Joy which Carlos and Alantha felt at a 
Diſcovery ſo favourable to their Inclinations, wou'd 
be but in vain : Fernando and Feliſinda, who cou'd 
not preſently faſhion themſelves to forget the Paſ- 
ſion they had regarded each other with, were the 
only Perſons who had any Remains of Perplexity ; 
but that Lady juſtly weighing the Merits of Carlas, 
his conſtant Affection, his Generoſity, and the Suf- 
ferings he had endur'd for her, conſented, by the 
Perſuaſions of Berinthia, to make him Reparation, 
and give herſelf as a Reward of his Fidelity : 
Fernando following her Example, did the ſame 
by Alantha. And thus happily ended an Affair, 


which at firſt promiſed only a_ laſting Series of 


Misfortunes. l 
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